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From the Principal Team 
 

Lockdown 5  
The TWPS Team are working hard to follow the DET 

COVID Safe guidelines for Victoria. Our school is now in 

Lockdown and students are expected to participate in 

Remote Learning. Students of ‘Essential Workers’ are 
able to attend school. To support student wellbeing, 

vulnerable students may also attend school. Please 

phone the school if you have any questions or            
concerns.  
 

Thank you for supporting ‘remote learning at home’. 
The classroom teachers are available by email if you 

need support with remote learning. If your child is not 

engaging in school work, please share a book, go        

outside for some cardio exercise or find a job to do 

around the house. Students can return to their work 

later that day. If this continues to be a problem, please      

contact your child’s classroom teacher, Mrs Szeremeta 

or myself.  
Try to ensure that your child gets 

up, changes out of their PJ’s and 

has a healthy breakfast, so they 
are ready to learn. Encourage 

your child to connect to Google 

Classrooms or Class Dojo, so they 

are ready to participate in online 
learning with their teacher. 

2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Friday 
16 July 

Reports available for Parents and Carers. 
Have you checked Compass for your child’s 
semester One Student Report? 

Monday and 
Tuesday 
19/20 July 

Snap-Lockdown—Remote Learning  
 

Students complete their remote learning online. 

Tuesday 
20 July 

School Council  ZOOMING at 6:30pm 

Thurs - Fri 
22-23 July 

Interpreters available for Parents and Carers to 
have the Semester One Reports translated. 

Wednesday 
11 August 

Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Thursday 
16 September 

Parent and Teacher Interviews 
Students only attend school at the time of their 
interview. 
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Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au   Website: https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

Semester One Reports 
We hope you have had a chance to read your child’s 
mid-year Semester One Student Report this week. 

Please note their learning growth, the Student             

Self-Assessment document and attendance. If your 

child has had less than 6 days absent that is a great 
achievement. If your child has had more than 15 days 

absent so far this year, then as a family you need to try 

some different morning routine strategies to improve 

school attendance. Congratulations to the students 
who have made 12 months progress in their learning. 

We can’t wait to see what else you will achieve this 

year. Thank you to our families for supporting our       

students’ positive engagement at school.  
 

Transition to Prep 2022 
Do you know someone who will be starting Prep next 

year? Please encourage your family, neighbours and 

friends to ENROL NOW and DO NOT MISS OUT! 
 

This year, Thomastown West is running a 6 week 

School Readiness program for students who have    

enrolled at our school. This program is new and in    

addition to the traditional Term 4 December sessions. 

There is more information on page 3. 

 
We are looking forward to seeing all of your smiling 

faces when you return (hopefully) on Wednesday 21st 

July! 
Please stay safe during the current lockdown.  

 

Sandi Young   Rebecca Szeremeta 

Principal     Acting Assistant Principal 
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Hi everyone,  

Welcome back to school for term 3! I can barely believe it ’s already halfway 
through the school year.  

As we go into another 5 day lockdown, some kids (and even adults) might be    
feeling stressed or bored looking towards the upcoming time stuck at home. One 
great creative   activity to beat the stress and boredom is to make your own     
sensory toys!  

Sensory toys and fidget toys are extremely popular with young kids at the       
moment. Things like slime, pop-its, fidget spinners and putty are great to use for 
things like emotional self-regulation and anger-management. Sensory toys also 
help improve concentration and attention to tasks by allowing the brain to filter 
out the extra sensory information. By having a fidget toy, a child can ‘filter out ’ 
other sensory information which is causing a distraction and encourage the      
sensory information to be focused on a toy in their hands.  

One activity I like to do with young people is to create our own fidget toys! This 
is great for kids who like specific sensory feelings and want to be creative and 
experiment with different materials.  

What you need:  

Balloon 
Funnel  
Material to fill the balloon: This can be rice, beans, beads, play-dough, sand, 
slime, water, flour – and anything else that might work! 

What to do:  

✓ Pull the end of the balloon over the funnel and pour the material into the 
funnel. If it gets stuck, use a pen or pencil to push it through.  

✓ Keep adding more and more material until your are happy with the size, and 
tie a knot at the base of the balloon to keep it in!  

✓ Enjoy your new stress ball!  

Angelique Vardis  

Student Wellbeing  




