
Tue 11 Dec Gr 6 Secondary School Orientation Day  

Tue 11 Dec WHOLE SCHOOL TRANSITION #3 

Tue 11 Dec SCHOOL COUNCIL 6:30pm 

Thur 13 Dec 
JOIN US: Book Awards presentations 
9.30-10.30am  

Thur 13 Dec Parent Helpers Morning Tea  10:30am 

Fri 14 Dec Gr 5/6 End of Year Excursion 

Fri 14 Dec 
Grade Parties Preps, 1/2s & 3/4s 12.30 
- 1.30 pm  

Mon 17 Dec Grade 5/6 Multicultural Party  

Tue 18 Dec Gr 6 Graduation  

Wed 19 Dec 
Music Performance - 12:30-1:30pm 
Keyboard and guitar performances 

Wed 19 Dec Students MEET their 2019 TEACHER 

Fri 21 Dec Whole School Assembly @12.00 pm 

Fri 21 Dec 
Last day of Term 
( Students dismissed @ 1.15pm) 
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Term 1  

Tues 29th  January   Curriculum Day* 

Wed 30th  January   Curriculum Day* 

Thurs 31st  January   Curriculum Day* 

Fri 1st    February Students in Years 1 – 6 begin 

Mon 4th    February Prep students begin 
*Prep students do not attend 
Wednesdays in February. 

Fri 5th    April Last day of Term 1 

Term 2  

Tues 23rd April First day of Term 2 

Fri 28th June Last day of Term 2 

Term 3  

Mon 15th July First day of Term 3 

Fri 15th August Curriculum Day* 

Fri 20th September Last day of Term 3 

Term 4  

Mon 7th October First day of Term 4 

Mon 4th November Report Writing Day* 

Fri 20th December Last day of Term 4 

*Students do not attend school 
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From the Principal 
WOW! We are not far away from the end of term! So 
many fabulous and exciting things have happened this 
week. There may only be 10 days of school left… but 

there is a lot more to come!  

It may be Friday… but the week does not end for some of 
us! On Saturday morning 5 TWPS students and their 

Mums, as well as Mrs Santiglia and myself are FLYING TO 

SYDNEY for the day because our very clever grade 3/4 
STEM students WON a Young ICT Explorers competition 
and TWPS has made it to the next level. More details next 
week!  

This trip would not be possible without StarRez and their 
incredibly generous support! Founded in 1992, StarRez 
has been developing, delivering, and supporting housing 
software solutions to higher education for over 25 years. 

Consequently, it comes as no surprise that StarRez        
supports STEM in Education. We are very lucky and        

appreciate StarRez’s support! 

School Council  
The final School Council meeting for 2018 will be on  
Tuesday night! We have some work to do with 2019      

budgets and 2019 Annual Implementation Plan. We will  
also make time to acknowledge and  celebrate the year’s 

achievements! In next week’s  newsletter I will be able to 
inform our school community about our discussions and 
decisions. 
 

Grade 1/2 BBQ & Grade 2 Sleepover 
You may remember that last Friday was a very important 
night for our Grade 1/2 students. Please enjoy the photos 

on the following page. 
I would like to sincerely thank the wonderful 1/2 Teachers 
and Selma Raif for giving up their precious time away from 

their family to ensure a successful evening for our            

1/2 students! The BBQ and sleepover is a key component 
of the TWPS Camping program. Our school’s camping    

program enables students to further their learning and 
social skills development in a school and non-school 

setting. Camps are an important aspect of the educational 
programs offered at our school.  
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Grade 1/2 BBQ & Grade 2 Sleepover 



Semester 2 Student Reports 
Similar to earlier in the year, your child’s report can be       
accessed on COMPASS from 3:30pm Monday 17th             
December 2018. The instructions are on the following page. 

Please let Mr Downing or myself know if you would like any 

help in reading the report online. 
 

Thomastown West Community Hub update 

Next week (Week 10) is the last week for HUB activities.  
We have had an incredibly  successful year with the Hub as 

Thomastown West’s partnerships with Whittlesea            

Community Connections, the Smith Family and PRACE has 
strengthened! As a result, the students and families at TWPS 
have definitely benefited by what the Hub is able to offer! 

Highlights of the year include: 

✓ Chess Club with Chess Master  

✓ Three different homework clubs after school 

✓ Arts Studio during the holidays 

✓ Support for our Thomastown families 
 

Thank you to Georgiana and Dean (our previous and new 

Hub coordinator, respectively), as well as Margot Sheean 

and Mike Palfrey! Many thanks to the dedicated volunteers 
who tirelessly give up their time to support the Hub’s        
activities after school and during the school holidays.        

Everyone’s combined effort ensures that the Hub continues 
to be a valuable resource for our community. 

Please note: The Hub will be closed in our final week of the 
school year.  
 

Transition 
 

YEAR 6  

Next Tuesday, 11th December, our current Grade 6            

students will spend the day at their Secondary School for 

2019.  
Prep to 5’s 

At TWPS, based on the feedback from students and parents, 

we have increased the focus in 2018 on supporting our     
students with transition.  

We understand that at this time of the year, students find it 
both exciting and scary to be going from being comfortable 

and confident in a familiar classroom environment to a 
different and unfamiliar environment. For a lot of our       
students, changing buildings can be daunting! That is why it 

is vitally important that we ensure the transition a positive 

experience for all students.  

You can help!  

✓ Focus on the positives!  

✓ Acknowledge that change can be challenging but          
together, we are working in partnership (home and 
school) to support our children. 

✓ Have a chat about resilience and giving things a go! 
I can happily report that the second of our transition         

sessions  which was held yesterday was a complete success! 

All TWPS Grade Prep to 5 students will have their third     
transition session next week. This time, students will spend 2 

hours in a different classroom with different teachers,       
continuing to build their connections with other students 

and staff.  

Class Parties 
On Friday 14th  December, 12.30 - 1.30pm children in  
grades Prep to Grade 4 will have their class parties.  Some 

classes have already sent home their notes. Grade Prep to 

4 students do not wear school uniform on their Class Party 

Day Friday 14th December. 
 
 

Grade 6 Celebrations 
The countdown has begun for our Grade 6 students! Only 

10 more days of Primary school left! Grade 5/6 students 
will celebrate their achievements with an excursion to La 

Trobe University sports facilities on Friday 14th December. 
Then Grade 6’s will have their  Graduation ceremony  on 

Tuesday 18th December. 
 

 

 

Learning Specialist Role in 2019  
Congratulations Mrs Nejkoski! 
This term,  Sally Nejkoski (one of our grade 
5/6 teachers) interviewed for and secured a 
new role at our school. This role is called the 
Learning Specialist. This role was  created by 
the Department of Education as a way of 

recognising and developing teacher leaders.  
Learning Specialists: 

• are highly skilled classroom practitioners who          
continue to spend most of their time in the classroom. 
They will build excellence in teaching and learning 
within the teaching service. 

• support the learning and development of colleagues 
and be comfortable in demonstrating a wide range of 
teaching strategies, building excellence and leading 
change. They will do this through the use of inquiry, 
evidence-based teaching strategies and evaluating 
their impact on student learning. 

• have deep knowledge and expertise in high quality 
teaching and learning and will be allocated a range of                 
responsibilities to support continuous improvement in 
our schools. 

 

Welcome back 
 

Returning from maternity 

leave, Val Orsillo (left) and 

Jess Bufalino (right) join us 
in 2019! We are very       

excited to have these two 
experienced and talented 

teachers return to TWPS! 
 

Farewell  
Sadly at the end of the school year, we say goodbye to 
Miss Yilmaz (below left),  Miss Butler  and Mrs Townsend 
(right). In one year, they have proven to be assets at 



TWPS! They have consistently demonstrated a passion 
for teaching and been valuable members of the TWPS 

team. It comes as no surprise that they have already 
been employed by other schools and secured new 

teaching contracts.  
 

✓ Miss Yilmaz will join the Campbellfield PS staff. 

✓ Miss Butler will join St Catherine's in Lalor. 

✓ Mrs Townsend has been appointed to an ‘ongoing’ 

position at Hazel Glen College in Doreen. 
 

Congratulations to these talented graduates! I know 
they will be missed by students, families and staff. We 
wish them all the best in their future careers.  
. 
 

THANK YOU  
We also say farewell to Nour Ibrahim (Grade 5/6 Room 
19 teacher - photo on the left) and Melva Ouliaris 
(Room 5 teacher—photo on right). Both Nour and    
Melva are caring and dedicated teachers who are      
regular casual relief  at Thomastown West! We are  
always ensured a smooth transition when Nour and 

Melva join us at TWPS because 
their class quickly settles into 
their routine, focuses and       
engages in their learning tasks 
and students feel  comfortable 
and  connected to their learning 

environment. Thank you Nour and Melva! We hope 
you join us again soon! 
 

GOOD BYE ‘MR D’ 
It is with mixed emotions that I announce that Mr      

Michael Downing is returning to Ascot Vale PS (his    
substantive school) at the beginning of next year. 

While we were aware that this was more than likely 
going to happen... it doesn’t make it any easier. Mr D is 

going to be missed! I am also happy for Mr D, because 
I know he is looking forward to working on some      

exciting    projects in 2019 and while he has thoroughly 

enjoyed his time at TWPS, he has missed his              
connections to   Ascot Vale. 
 

When Michael arrived at TWPS at the end of June 

2018, he seamlessly and quickly fit into the TWPS 
team! I can honestly say by the end of June, it felt like 
Michael and I had known each other for years and   

consequently felt like we’d worked together for years!  

(In a good way, ha ha ☺) It probably had something to 

do with the combination of his: 
 

✓ commitment to maximising student learning,              

engagement and wellbeing, as well as a school’s       
journey of continuous improvement 

✓ passion for student centred education & leadership 

✓ optimism, growth mindset and sense of humour 

✓ deep knowledge and vast experiences in learning,       

education and leadership 

✓ frequent referencing of the 1970’s and 80’s!  ☺ 
 

In a short period of time, just over 6 months, Michael has 

made a significant impact on our students, staff, parents, 
carers and myself. Thank you Michael! In a short time, we 

really did have a wonderful partnership!  
 

WELCOME TERRI ALLAN 

We recently advertised the Assistant Principal position at 

our school. Like me, many of us have felt some frustrations 

and challenges with the instability in the Principal Class 
leadership team this year and possibly over the last 10 
years. Although I must say, our school has certainly        

benefitted from the range of expertise and experiences 
from each Acting Assistant Principal. 

I am pleased to announce that Terri Allan  

was the successful applicant. She has been  

provisionally appointed and from the       

beginning of 2019 she will take up this     
substantive role (5 year contract) at TWPS. 
Terri brings to our school a passion for     

Instructional Leadership. I look forward to 
building a dynamic and effective partnership, so that we 

can support the entire school community to make our 

school even better! Terri will be at the Parent Helpers 

morning Tea if you would like to meet her next week. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS PAM WRIGHT 

Pam has had a very successful year as Acting Assistant 
Principal at Ivanhoe Primary School. I am now able to         
confirm that Pam Wright (our Assistant Principal in 

2016/17)  was the successful applicant at the recently     

advertised the Assistant Principal position at Ivanhoe      
Primary School. She has been provisionally appointed and 
from the beginning of 2019 she will take up this               
substantive role at Ivanhoe Primary School. Pam is a      

charismatic leader who made meaningful relationships 
with our students, staff and families in our community. 

Pam will be sorely missed by all!  
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Below is what our LOST PROPERTY looks like!  
Please come and  
search for your  

missing items before 
the end of the  
school year! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Education is Powerful, Student Voice Matters,  

Teachers Make a Difference & Every Day Counts!  
 

Sandi Young, Principal 



Year 5/6’s have been working on their prototype 
in STEM. The students had to draw and design a 
prototype that functions using little bits.  

 

 



Using your laptop, 

computer or mobile 

device: 

   3.  Click on 'View Academic Reports'. 

 

   4.     Click on the 2018—Semester 

  TWO and then 'OK' and wait for   

  it to appear.                               

  (This may take a minute or so) 

   5.     Click on ''Open' (or 'Save'). 
 

 

Using  the Compass APP: 

 

1. Tap on your child's photo and 

select the 'Reports' tab. 

2. Tap on the appropriate Report 

and wait for it to appear.  

   (This may take a minute or so) 

3. Tap on the 'send to' icon and 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

This note was sent home Friday 
please return the tear off slip to the Office if you: 

 

• DO NOT have access to the Internet and CANNOT view  or see your child’s report online using COMPASS  

• CANNOT  access a smart phone, device, laptop or computer  
 

• Would like the school to PRINT A REPORT for your child(ren)  

 (We will send the paper report home on Wednesday 19th December, 2018) 
 
 

✓ YES, please print my child(ren)’s REPORT(s): 
 

Name …………………………………………………….…………………..Room …………………………. 
 
Name …………………………………………………….…………………..Room …………………………. 
 
Name …………………………………………………….…………………..Room ………………………….  

 

 

How do I access my child's Semester 2 report on COMPASS? 
Student Reports will be available online from 3:30pm Monday 17th  December 2018 

1.   Log in to your Compass Parent account. 

2.   Click on Student Profile under the student name.  

Thomastown West 

TWO 

2018 

2018 Two 



Parent Code of Conduct at Thomastown West PS 
A code of conduct for parents and visitors ensures that everyone who visits the school site is able 

to do so in a safe and harmonious manner and to ensure that students, staff, parents and other vis-

itors are not subjected to aggressive, hostile or violent behaviours. 

 

At Thomastown West Primary School we believe the following: 

✓  We all have the right to do as much work and learning as possible. 

✓  We all have the right to feel comfortable and safe. 

  

We have 5 key school VALUES which we encourage everyone to live by our school values: 

 

Respect  Responsibility   Resilience  Empathy  and   Strive to be our best 

We teach the children that: 
 

✓  Values guide the way we think, speak and behave. 
 

✓  Values help us to decide what is right and what is wrong. 

At Thomastown West Primary School, Parents and visitors are expected to: 
 

✓ Treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy. 

✓ Ensure their child/children are punctual to class. 

✓ Make appointments in advance of expecting to obtain an interview. 

✓ Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference. 

✓ Discuss issues or concerns about the school, staff or students through the correct             

procedures. 

✓ Follow school procedures governing entry and behaviour on school grounds, including any 

restrictions that may be imposed.  

 

Under no circumstance are parents to approach another student or parent regarding any 

incidents or issues. 

 

Your co-operation is sought in maintaining a safe and happy school. 

  

 



Stars of the Week 

Room 1 Hazen  Room 10 Yalda 

Room 2 Aala  Room 11 Qhoa 

Room 3 Istbrq  Room 12 Lucas 

Room 4 Deniz  Room 16 Room 16 

Room 5 Naimo  Room 17 David 

Room 6 Ali  Room 18 Eisa 

Room 8 Selena  Room 19 Room 19 

Room 9 Ceyda  Room 20 Kody 



Hi Everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I have begun closure with the students, I have 
tried to focus on the positive memories: the fun, 
achievements, and happy memories of our time 
together.  Through hugs and sometimes tears, I 
want these precious children to recall happy mem-
ories to overcome the sadness that comes with 
saying goodbye.  

 

Rigging Kids’ Brains for Happy Memories 

By putting neuroscience into action, we can help 
our children experience — and remember — more 
good times than bad. 

Neuroscientist Rick Hanson has a scientific               
explanation. In his fabulous book on “The practical 
neuroscience of happiness, love, & wisdom,”       
Hanson explains that we can take positive steps to 

determine which memories stick with our kids.   

Hanson argues that the key isn’t to avoid the pain 
that life presents—it’s through our challenges that 
we learn deep lessons we couldn’t learn any other 
way.  Instead we can foster positive experiences 
that offset those challenges.   

If most of our memories are negative, we come to 
perceive the world as depressing, even            
threatening. 

Hanson gives us a method for raising kids who 
have more positive memories than negative ones, 
kids who have happy associations with their      
childhood and whose outlook on life reflects 
that.  Here’s how to “Take in the Good,” as Hanson 
calls it. 

1. Teach kids to notice the good things that are all 
around them.  Practice actively looking for the     
positive: Those flowers we planted in Autumn are 
blooming; our neighbour was so nice to help us 
with a difficult project; school was particularly fun 
today. Regular gratitude practices help with 
this.  The key, according to Hanson, is to “Turn    
positive facts into positive experiences.” 

2. Draw out those positive experiences.  The idea 
is not just to hold something positive in our   
awareness for as long as possible, but also to      
remember the positive emotions that go along 
with them.  Help your children to list something 
that is good about their day, like that they had fun 
with their friends, and really think about how good 
it felt to be playing and enjoying friendship.  

3. Let it all sink in. 

These good things that we recall and experience 
can actually over-write negative memories.  

 

Robyn Mulholland, Student Wellbeing 



 




