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Fri

30 Nov

Gr 1/2 BBQ Sleepover

Mon

03 Dec

Prep 1/2 Swimming Commences

Thur

06 Dec

WHOLE SCHOOL TRANSITION #2

Fri

07 Dec

Whole School Assembly

Tue

11 Dec

Gr 6 Secondary School Orientation Day

Tue

11 Dec

WHOLE SCHOOL TRANSITION #3

Tue

11 Dec

School Council Meeting 6:30pm

Fri

14 Dec

Gr 5/6 End of Year Excursion

Tue

18 Dec

Gr 6 Graduation

Fri

21 Dec

Whole School Assembly @12.00 pm

Fri

21 Dec

Last day of Term
( Students dismissed @ 1.15pm)

Term 1
Tues

29th January

Curriculum Day*

Wed

30th January

Curriculum Day*

Thurs

31st January

Curriculum Day*

Fri

1st February

Students in Years 1 – 6 begin

Mon

4th February

Prep students begin

Fri

5

th

April

Last day of Term 1

Tues

23rd April

First day of Term 2

Fri

28th June

Last day of Term 2

15th July

First day of Term 3

Term 2

Term 3
Mon

th

Fri

15 August

Curriculum Day*

Fri

20th September

Last day of Term 3

7th October

First day of Term 4

Term 4
Mon
Mon
Fri

th

4 November
th

20 December

Report Writing Day*
Last day of Term 4
*Students do not attend school

From the Principal
In the previous newsletter, I did not get a chance to write
about something that is very important to myself and the
staff at Thomastown West. Last Friday was White Ribbon
Day. The White Ribbon campaign vision is to have a nation
that respects women, in which every woman lives in
safety, free from all forms of abuse.
Why is this important? Our young people form behaviours,
social skills and relationships during their time at school.
During these early years, ideas about men, women and
their relationships are being learned. Thomastown West
Primary School is a Respectful Relationships partner
school. As part of the Victorian Curriculum, we teach
respectful relationships to our students to promote and
model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. It
teaches our children how to build healthy relationships,
resilience and confidence.

Student Leadership Update
Our student leadership process has continued this week.
Yesterday, students from Years 2 - 5 gathered in their
House groups and listened to the speeches of the Year 5
students aspiring to be House Captains next year.
All students voted for the candidates they believe can
demonstrate leadership and live by our school values.
Students also had an opportunity to record their thoughts
and offer their feedback. Below you will truly get a sense
of how supportive our students are to one another and
how leadership is valued at our school. (Yes, I have
coloured coded the responses to match the Houses)
✓ He wants to help the school in anyway he can.
✓ Quiet voice, has good ideas and a great role model.
✓ Positive attitude, always comes to schools and
participates!
✓ I love the way she tries her best and never gives up!
✓ Her goals and resilience give her a good mindset to be
a great House Captain.
✓ Overall very strong points! I like the way he talked
about improvements for our school.
✓ A resilient, caring and responsible leader who used
eye contact during her speech and gave examples and

✓
✓

✓
✓
✓

ideas for next year.
He showed confidence and spoke about wisdom and
leaders being inspirational.
They can work in a team and be a leader. A positive,
resilient and determined role model who wants to
participate in everything!
He is proud of our school values and listed examples.
She is confident and has interesting words. I like it!
They are very active, loves to play sport and live by the
school values.

Thank you to everyone who returned their suggestions for
the new 2019 House names. Student Voice, Mr
Benatmane, Mr Downing and I will review the suggestions
and shortlist the results. Voting will begin next week!

Getting ready for 2019 - Prep Orientation
Our Prep transition program concluded this week. It really
was fantastic to have our 2019 Prep cohort along and now
they are ready for their big day next year when they start
school officially. We are pleased to say the children are
now more familiar with our classroom learning
environments and the wider school surroundings giving
them a sense of security and excitement about starting
school.
Thank you to Sue Hrovat, our current Prep - 2 team and
the Specialist teachers, for their efforts over the past
month as they have welcomed and inducted many new,
excited and indeed very happy, TWPS children.

Farewell
Sadly, we say farewell to Mrs Robyn Mulholland at the end
of this year. I am sure you will all agree that Robyn has
made such an incredible and significant impact on the
students, staff and the entire Thomastown West School
community over the past 4 years. Through her counselling
sessions and the genuine relationships she builds with each
student, she has supported many of our students (and their
families) through challenging times. Robyn has written a
heart-felt goodbye in her section of the newsletter and you
can read about our students thoughts later in the
newsletter as well.
Robyn has initiated and sustained a myriad of wellbeing
program at TWPS. One of our favourites is Bikes over lunch
time and Cooking over lunch time. Robyn has already liaised
with the Austin Cahms to set up another wellbeing program
for 2019 that supports parents and their children.
This year, the TWPS Student Engagement Wellbeing and
Inclusion PLC (Professional Learning Community)
benefitted from Robyn joining the team. This PLC meets
every 3 weeks. Robyn’s experience and knowledge of the
TWPS students and families certainly adds value to this
team.
I would like to sincerely thank Robyn for her dedication,
commitment and contribution to Thomastown West. We
wish Robyn all the best in this next phase of her life and
look forward to hearing about her future endeavours.

TWPS Transition Session 1
It was Wednesday afternoon this week when all of our
students participated in their first whole transition
session. This session was a valuable opportunity for our
students
✓ learn about their new year
such as milestones.
For example Year 3
playground, have
computers not iPads,
sport on Friday &
etc.
✓ discuss expectations for next year eg. Year
Pen
Licence.
✓ make connections and build relationships
other students as well as teachers.
✓ ask questions or raise their concerns. (Our grade 2’s are
already worried about NAPLAN. Please reassure your
children that our wonderful teachers will support and
prepare them! There is no need to ne nervous. ☺ )
I believe that everyone is already looking forward to
Session 2 next week! Children will be rearranged into
different groupings with different teachers.

Semester 2 Student Reports
Similar to earlier in the year, your child’s report can be
accessed on COMPASS. The Semester 2 Student Reports
will be available from 3:30pm Monday 17th December
2018. The instructions have been sent home this
afternoon and are also included later in this newsletter.
Please let Mr Downing or myself know if you would like
any help in reading the report online.

Grade 1/2 BBQ and Grade 2 Sleepover
Can you feel the
excitement in the
air? Can you hear the
squeals of delight?
Tonight is the Grade
1/2 BBQ and the
Grade 2 sleepover.
More photos next
week!

END OF YEAR INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT
Our end of year Instrumental Musical
Concert is planned for Wednesday 19th
December 2018 in the Multi Purpose
room. The time will be confirmed in next
week’s newsletter.
This is a great opportunity for our young musicians to
showcase all that they have learned this year with their
keyboard and guitar lesson. Parents and friends are always
welcome to attend our students’ musical concerts.

Reminders

TWPS Teacher Interview

Enrolments For 2019 – Are You Moving??

Nour Ibrahim

If you are leaving our school and will not require a place
at Thomastown West PS in 2019 can you please let the
office know immediately?

OVERDUE FEES
Family statements will be sent home early next week as
we are fast approaching the end of 2018 require families to finalise their outstanding fees. Grade 6 students
are asked to finalise their outstanding fees as soon as
possible. If you are having financial difficulties please
contact the Principal to discuss your options.

PARENTS ARE REMINDED NOT TO SPEAK WITH
OTHER PARENTS
At all schools parents are asked to
speak with the school leadership or
the Principal if they have an issue with
a student or another person rather
than confront that person. Please
remember that you are advised not to approach other
parents or students in the yard or to and from school.

CSEF 2019
If you applied for the CSEF at this school in 2018, you do
not need to complete an application form in 2019
unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances. This school will apply for the CSEF on
your behalf. You will only need to submit the attached
2019 application form if any of the following changes
have occurred: New Student Enrolments: Changed
Family Circumstances: New Concession Card.
Please note 2019 CSEF eligibility will be subject to the
parent/legal guardian’s concession card being
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of
either Term 1 (29 January 2019) or Term 2 (23 April
2019) and parents/guardians will be advised if an issue
arises. If you are required to submit a 2019 CSEF form,
please do this before the end of the school year so that
you don’t over look your CSEF entitlement.
Education is Powerful, Student Voice Matters,
Teachers Make a Difference & Every Day Counts!

What is your favourite colour?
My favourite colour is blue.
What is your favourite food?
My favourite food is PASTA.
What is your favourite book?
Anything by Roald Dahl, especially Matilda.
What do you do for fun?
I love going to the movies and hanging out with my
sisters.
Tell me how you first got involved in with teaching.
I originally wanted to be an Art and PE teacher when I
was in year 10. However, by the time I reached year
12 there were so many things I enjoyed doing that it
took a little bit of experimenting to finally realise that
teaching was the career path I wanted to take. In
2017 I completed my Master of Primary Teaching at
La Trobe University.
What has surprised you most about working as a
teacher?
How rewarding teaching is. Especially when you can
see how proud students are of themselves when they
have learned something new and knowing that you
have been part of that process.
What might we be surprised to know about you?
When I started school I could not speak English, only
Arabic.
If you weren’t teaching what would you be doing?
I couldn’t picture myself doing anything else, if
anything I would still be experimenting with different
career paths.

Parent Helpers
Morning Tea

Sandi Young
Principal

We are looking
forward to seeing all of our wonderful mums,
dads, carers and grandparents on this morning.

Please save the date:
Thursday 13th December at 10:30am
Mrs Ibrahim with Room 19

Dear Mrs Mulholland...
• I will miss you so much. You are my favourite person in the school.
• Mrs Mulholland helped me by giving me strategies, such as taking a deep breath. She inspired me to do stuff I
didn’t really want to do… but I did it. I will also miss the cake baking because I loved it!
• All the time we have worked together I always wanted to tell you how kind, smart, beautiful and generous you
are about helping me and everyone else.
• Mrs Mulholland is special to me because she has always been supportive, friendly and caring. She has helped
me by always asking if I was OK or need help. Mrs Mulholland always listens to my problems when I couldn’t
say them to anyone else. Thank you for supporting my family and always making us your number one. I will
miss you a lot!
• Mrs Mulholland, I always thought you were the best. I am really sad you are leaving— you always made me
happy when I was sad or down, I will miss you.
• A memory I will always remember is when I came into your office and we made an inside joke which was a
wink and thumbs up. That memory I will always be special to me and I will remember every time I am feeling
down or walk past your office.
• Mrs Mulholland helped me to be a better and kinder person to others. She always helped me with issues.
Thank you Mrs Mulholland for your hard work and always putting a smile on my face that sticks and never
comes of
• Thank you Mrs Mulholland, for listening to what I had to say and at the saddest times, making me happy.
Thank you for helping me make friends and never judging me. I am thankful that you have also helped my family a lot!
• I remember when we used to play games together and we had fun!
• Mrs Mulholland helped me control my anger when I was out of control.
• I remember when you gave me the flexible man when it was the first time I visited your office and the times
we baked a cake.
• Mrs Mulholland helped me when I was playing a lot of PS4.
• Mrs Mulholland always helped me to calm down.
• Thanks for helping me move on from what happened to me. I was very sad but I moved on thanks to you.
• I remember when I was always sad… I started seeing Mrs Mulholland and she cheered me up in Grade 2. I’m
really sad that you’re leaving and you are the best person in the world!
• Thank you for helping me write a letter when my Aunty was sick.
• Mrs Mulholland is special to me because she always calmed me down and helped me find some friends.
• I remember Mrs Mulholland helping me when I was mad and sad.
• I remember when she helped me when I was angry.
• I remember when my Grandpa died and Mrs Mulholland visited my house to make sure we were ok.
• I will miss Mrs Mulholland because she helped me when I was very sad in Year 3.
• I have a lot of memories of you, like when you talked to me about sadness and how to get through it.
• Mrs Mulholland helped me when I had a problem with anger and when I had sad days.
• I remember you getting me through the tough times and helping me with my built up stress.
• You helped me a lot! You made me happy and others happy!
• I remember when I was confused and called Mrs Mulholland and Mrs Bridges. Mrs Mulholland you were
always nice to me!
• Mrs Mulholland helped me through my anger.
• I loved Mrs Mulholland’s office and I could play with slime while she helped me.

From our students

How do I access my child's Semester 2 report on COMPASS?
Student Reports will be available online from 3:30pm Monday 17th December 2018
1.

Log in to your Compass Parent account.

2.

Click on Student Profile under the student name.

Thomastown West
Using your laptop,
computer or mobile
device:
3.

Click on 'View Academic Reports'.

4.

Click on the 2018—Semester
TWO and then 'OK' and wait for
it to appear.
(This may take a minute or so)

5.

Click on ''Open' (or 'Save').

Using the Compass APP:
1. Tap on your child's photo and
select the 'Reports' tab.
2018

Two

2. Tap on the appropriate Report

2018
TWO

and wait for it to appear.
(This may take a minute or so)
3. Tap on the 'send to' icon and

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

This note was sent home Friday
please return the tear off slip to the Office if you:
•
•

DO NOT have access to the Internet and CANNOT view or see your child’s report online using COMPASS
CANNOT access a smart phone, device, laptop or computer

•

Would like the school to PRINT A REPORT for your child(ren)
(We will send the paper report home on Wednesday 19th December, 2018)

✓ YES, please print my child(ren)’s REPORT(s):
Name …………………………………………………….…………………..Room ………………………….
Name …………………………………………………….…………………..Room ………………………….
Name …………………………………………………….…………………..Room ………………………….

Parent Code of Conduct at Thomastown West PS
A code of conduct for parents and visitors ensures that everyone who visits the school site is able
to do so in a safe and harmonious manner and to ensure that students, staff, parents and other visitors are not subjected to aggressive, hostile or violent behaviours.
At Thomastown West Primary School we believe the following:
✓ We all have the right to do as much work and learning as possible.
✓ We all have the right to feel comfortable and safe.
We have 5 key school VALUES which we encourage everyone to live by our school values:
Respect

Responsibility

Resilience

Empathy and Strive to be our best

We teach the children that:
✓

Values guide the way we think, speak and behave.

✓

Values help us to decide what is right and what is wrong.

At Thomastown West Primary School, Parents and visitors are expected to:
✓

Treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy.

✓

Ensure their child/children are punctual to class.

✓

Make appointments in advance of expecting to obtain an interview.

✓

Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference.

✓

Discuss issues or concerns about the school, staff or students through the correct
procedures.

✓

Follow school procedures governing entry and behaviour on school grounds, including any
restrictions that may be imposed.

Under no circumstance are parents to approach another student or parent regarding any
incidents or issues.
Your co-operation is sought in maintaining a safe and happy school.

Stars of the Week
Room 1

Bradley

Room 10

Mohamad A

Room 2

Mathew

Room 12

Malik & Denis

Room 3

Dalia

Hub Award Kane, Alie &
Jeanclara

Room 4

Fouad

Room 5

Nasrine

Room 6

Esra

Room 8

Abdullah &
Elshalom

Room 9

Heiba

Stars of the Week
Room 1

Caner

Room 10

Mariam

Room 2

Eric

Room 11

May

Room 3

Harry

Room 12

Dong

Room 4

Charles

Room 16

Talissa

Room 5

Yusuf

Room 17

Sharmika

Room 6

Aliya

Room 18

Ibrahim

Room 8

Jamie

Room 19

Ammani

Room 9

Gaileb

Room 20

Sude

Hi Everyone!

staff who warmly welcomed me. As I wandered
around the school yard that day, two grade 5/6
girls came up to me and asked who I was. Once I
had filled them in, they responded with ‘Welcome
to our school’. A grade 5/6 boy raced ahead of me
and opened the office door for me; when I thanked
him he replied, ‘You’re welcome’. I was welcomed
into classrooms.
That evening I returned home with a spring in my
step, and a prayer of thanks for opening up this
opportunity to serve at Thommy West.

Over the last few weeks I have been writing about
CHANGE and making DECISIONS.
I have been grappling with a major decision, probably the hardest decision of my life.

In September 2012 the then Principal, Leon Bell
and the School Council (then headed by Slav Illic)
invited me to serve at Thomastown West Primary
School
through
the
NATIONAL
SCHOOL
CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM, to serve this community
physically, emotionally and spiritually.

Thank you so much for allowing me to care for
your special children. I can honestly say I have
loved every moment with them whether it was
classroom activities, groups or one on one. Four
years of running the playgroup allowed me to get
to know you in a deeper way, sharing our lives,
culture and faiths. Thank you also for allowing
me to journey with you through some of saddest
times in your lives.
I plan to spend the next few weeks having some
special times with your children, giving them a
message of KINDNESS and HOPE. I will have the
tissue box handy!
This is not good-bye YET! Looking forward to
speaking to many of you over the coming weeks.

What a privilege and a joy it has been! That is why
it has taken me many, many months to reach this
decision – I have decided to leave Thomastown
West PS at the end of this year and seek a new
challenge.
This is a heart wrenching decision. I have always
wanted to work overseas, but the ‘world’ came to
Thomastown – I have learnt so much about other
cultures and faiths, developing a real love and respect.
I will be leaving with a heavy heart, but also the
knowledge that hopefully I have made a
difference which brings me much joy.
I still remember my first day at TWPS in September
2012, sitting nervously in the staffroom as staff
entered for their recess break. I was introduced to

Robyn Mulholland, Student Wellbeing

Hi everyone!
It’s hard to believe there are only a few weeks of
school left for the year!
I attended the Doxa City Camp with Grade Six
students last week. It was a fantastic five days with a
lot of walking, getting public transport and different
fun activities.

Particular highlights for me were beating Mr B in
bowling, ice skating, rock climbing and watching a
very cool movie. Did I mention beating Mr B in
bowling?

Mindfulness Labyrinth
I was so impressed at the students’ behaviour and
willingness to “give it a go” during challenging
activities such as ice skating and rock climbing. The
student’s good behaviour was even noticed by the
general public. During one walk in the city a lady
tapped me on the shoulder and asked what school
the kids were from. After I replied she said, “I just
wanted to say that I’m really impressed about how
respectful and well behaved they are, good job!”
Well done to the Grade Six campers, you did us
proud and showed you are more than ready for high
school next year.
Please enjoy a selection of photos that I took
throughout the week.
Mike Palfrey
Student Well-Being Officer

Take a deep breath and use a “walking” finger to take
the person to the centre of the labyrinth.
Once there, take another deep breath and use your
finger to take the person back to the start again!

Saturday 1st December 10am-1pm
Plus Saturday Market, BBQ, Coffee cart and market stalls

See you all next year.
2019 Term Brochure out soon
visit tnh.org.au for full details

