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FACEBOOK REMINDER

Mon 13 Nov Gr 6 City Doxa camp
Mon 13 Nov 3/4 Swimming Continued
Fri

24 Nov Gr 1 BBQ 5:30—8:00pm

Fri

24 Nov Gr 2 Sleepover Notes going home Monday
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From Principal
I hope you have all enjoyed your longer weekend and
shorter working week! I did notice on Monday and
Wednesday that there were quite a few tired children. Did
you know I am often asked: What time do your children go
to bed at night? I have asked this question many times
throughout my many years in education. Children in Prep
to Year 4 should be in bed at 7pm. They read their readers
or novels, or you read with them and lights out at 7:30pm.
No iPads, no phones, no computers and no games! Children Years 4-6 should be in bed by 8pm, read quietly, no
iPads, no phones, no computers and no games and then
lights out at 8:30pm. I have been committed to this routine
both as a mother of two daughters and now as a Nanna of
two grandsons. Students in primary school need 10 hours
of sleep each night! They also need a hearty breakfast to
keep them on task and brain ready for learning.

ROAD SAFETY
Your child’s safety is paramount! Please ensure you park
your car when you are dropping off your child at school in
the morning. IT IS NOT SAFE to allow your child get out of
the car at the school crossing while the crossing supervisor
has stopped the traffic. Unfortunately I have seen this
many times.

Did you know the minimum age for Facebook users is 13?
Children younger than 13 are not as capable of seeing and
understanding consequences to their actions. Primary
School children are unable to utilize social networking
safely and are often unsupervised in the process – opening
up potentially awful results. Recently I was reading about
Facebook’s marketing practices and how it can affect a
child’s cognitive, social, and emotional vulnerabilities. I am
sure you are aware that childhood obesity has become a
major issue in Australia. Did you know children can be
subjected to regular unhealthy food marketing. Have we
considered how this can influence their eating habits?
Facebook can impact children’s privacy, health, and
well-being with online safety, cyber-bullying, and harmful
content.
Reminder for all TWPS families: Under no circumstances is
a student at Thomastown West PS to use social media to
make contact with a teacher.

SCHOOL FEES & BOOK PACKS
The school fees notice will be sent home today. I urge you
to finalise your payment at your earliest convenience. This
will ensure the school year will commence calmly for your
children. Stationery orders are being finalised at the
moment for 2017. It is for this reason that we request
payment so we can place the whole school order to ensure
all materials are available at the commencement of the
school year.
The Department of Education and Training (DET) provides
funding through the Student Resource Package. This
means that we receive bulk funding for the cost of the
school’s educational programs. The funding covers staff
salaries, professional development, building maintenance,
cleaning and sanitation supplies, energy, administration
and contributions to our educational programs.
Thomastown West Primary School finds additional income
through our school fundraising. However, these funds do
not meet the costs of the quality education programs we
wish to provide for your children. Without your support,
our school cannot provide the richness of resources for
your child. Thomastown West Primary School makes every
effort to keep the cost and number of items that need to
be purchased to a minimum.
We also try to ensure that the costs are affordable for all
parents. The office will be opened from Thursday the 25th,
Monday the 29th and Tuesday the 30th of January.
Payments could be made then. A school Book Pack will

only be received by the students upon payment or an
arrangement made for a payment plan. Payment plans
are available and can be organised through myself.

LEARNING A LANGUAGE at TWPS in 2018
Today we are sending home a note for parents and
carers to give you an opportunity to give your feedback
for which language we should teach at Thomastown
West PS in 2018.
Thomastown West School Council, our school staff and
our student leaders have held discussions over the last
few months investigating what would be best for our
school community. We have narrowed down our
choices to students learning Auslan or Italian. I am sure
you have heard of the Italian language. Auslan is short
for Australian sign language. It is a language developed
by, and for, Australians who are deaf or hearing
impaired. It's a visual form of communication that uses
hand, arm and body movements to convey meaning.

If you would like to find out more information about the
benefits of learning a language, please use the link
below and please refer to the note that was sent home
this afternoon.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/
management/language/Pages/languagepromotion.aspx
Did you know that learning another language helps
develop essential areas of children's brains. It also helps
them to think more creatively, connect ideas and solve
problems more easily.

2017 Parents Helpers Morning Tea
One of the key factors in helping students to strive to
be their best at our school is the support and
assistance of our parent helpers. As a small token of our
appreciation, we will be running a parent helpers
morning tea in our staff room. Invitations will be sent
home soon and we are looking forward to seeing all of
our wonderful mums, dads, carers and grandparents on
this morning.
Please save the date: Wednesday 13th December at
11:00am

FAREWELL
Sadly for Thomastown West, we have a few staff not
returning in 2018.
Pam Wright
Congratulations to Pam who has been appointed Acting
Assistant Principal at Ivanhoe PS for all of 2018.
Pam will be sorely missed! Pam is a charismatic leader
who makes meaningful relationships with our students,
staff and families in our community. Thank you Pam for
the impact you have made on STEM at our school and
for your continued support as a Principal Class Officer.
Pam, you will always have a place in our hearts and
community! We’ll see you back at TWPS in 2019.
Gina Arena
After thirty plus years of service at Thomastown West
Primary, at the end of this year we will say a fond
farewell to Gina Arena. Since joining the school in 1986,
Gina has taught Years Prep - 2 and has been our school’s
leading teacher. We thank Gina for her many
contributions to the school, in particular driving school
improvement in the area of Mathematics. She is highly
regarded amongst students, staff and parents for her
dedication and professionalism. Her cheery disposition
and her passion for Maths will be missed around the
school. We wish Gina well with her retirement and her
future endeavours.
Bianca Bagnara
Bianca has been our Student Welfare Officer in 2017
and is also leaving us at the end of this year. Thank you
Bianca for your persistence in promoting student
attendance, supporting students and families who have
experienced challenging times and coordinating the
TWPS Breakfast Club. We wish you well in your future
endeavours!

Education Matters, Teachers Make a Difference
& Every Day Counts!
Sandi Young

Hi everyone,

leader?”
The answer, of course, is that you can’t!
She knew that, but she, like her son, needed some encouragement to keep going!
We all do from time to time.
That’s why it is useful to remind yourself that parenting is a
long-term activity!

Cup of Life

Well done to all the boys and girls who are coming to
school as much as possible. This week, the winner of Cup
of Life is………. Room 1. Congratulations to all the boys
and girls in Room 1.

We understand that sometimes children cannot attend
school due to illness, religious events, appointments or
holidays. If your child is away, please make sure that you
speak with the office or classroom teacher to let us
know.
Bianca Bagnara
Student Welfare Officer

Hi

Everyone!
All parents need encouragement – we sometimes go on ‘guilt
trips’ when our children are struggling in life. I want to encourage you, and found this excellent article by Michael
Grose, Educational Psychologist (https://
www.parentingideas.com.au/2017/09/parenting-when-youdont-see-instant-results/?
utm_source=Parenting+Ideas+Master+List&utm_campaign=
545e7dea92EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_06&utm_medium=email&utm_
term=0_f488c60967-545e7dea92180197185&mc_cid=545e7dea92&mc_eid=e9fb53d9d1)
PARENTING WHEN YOU DON’T SEE INSTANT RESULTS
I was reminded about how hard parenting can be when
speaking to a parent after a recent talk.
She had a son who had struggled at school all his life. She’d
put so much of her emotional and physical energy into helping
him learn, jollying him along and nursing him through the
many of the ups and downs that kids who struggle at school
can experience.
Her son, now a teenager, was about to give up trying. I could
see that his mother felt like giving up too!
She asked: “When do you stop being a child’s coach and cheer

The Einstein factor
I think all parents need to channel the Einstein Factor. Inventor Albert Einstein maintained that he was no smarter than
anyone else, he just stayed on problems longer than most
people.
With some children you have to stay on the job longer than
with others.

If you have a shy or socially-challenged child you
have to stay on the job perhaps until adulthood when
he or she finds their own way of building a network of
friends and colleagues. In the meantime support, coach
and cajole!

If you have a child with ADHD you have to keep on the
job longer, keeping him or her out of trouble. You may
not see the results until their mid-20s when all that
energy goes into starting up their own business or doing something absolutely amazing. In the meantime
explain, teach and be firm!

If you have a late-bloomer you have to keep them interested in learning, so that they readily learn the practical skills of needed to succeed in the workplace and in
business, where many kids who struggle at school end
up. In the meantime encourage, scaffold and model
learning!
We all want instant results in whatever we do. It’s hard when
the results don’t come. But you’ve got to keep on doing the
right things, and making the best choices for your kids. In other words, bring the Einstein factor into your parenting. To help
do this:

Get support and feedback from your partner, or a colleague. Feedback fires you up.

Keep building your skills and knowledge that will help
your kids be successful or overcome individual challenges.
Kids get lifelong learning from parents, more than school.

Be around people who fire you up, support you and energise you. It’s no coincidence that great parents hang out together. Support keeps you grounded.
Small hinges swing big doors - A former parenting mentor
used to say, “Small hinges swing big doors.” He meant that it’s
the little things done on a regular basis by parents that make
the biggest difference to kids.
You’ve just got to choose the right actions and keep doing
them….day after day. And
have faith that the results will come………..eventually!

Mothers too!

Robyn Mulholland (Student Well-being)

Welcome to OSHClub After School Care provider
Oshclub works in partnership with Thomastown West Primary School to provide Outside School Hours Care
(OSHC) services to the school community. We provide ourselves on providing children with a fun, learning
experience. From building exciting activities and healthy, nutritious food, to caring, motivated team members, the service meets all your children’s needs.

The OSHC service is located on site at Thomastown West Primary School, in the General Purpose room.
All children attending must be collected in the afternoon by an authorised person and signed out of the service after each session. Children in years 1 and above can walk straight to the service after school. At the
start of every school year, foundation students will be collected from their classrooms by OSHClub team
members and then escorted to the program.

An online enrolment form must be completed via oshclub.com.au prior to your child’s first attendance.
Once enrolled with Oshclub, log into your account to book the sessions you require.
We offer permanent and casual bookings at the same affordable price to accommodate the needs of our
families. Once enrolled, bookings can be made online at any time, up to 24 hours prior to the session
needed.
Late bookings can be made by calling the program directly or our Customer Service and Billing Team on 1300
395 735.

Parent Information:
OSHC Program Mobile: 0407 372 056
Email: thomastownwest@oshclub.com.au
Co- Coordinator: Desiree Bustos
Assistant: Carmen Bellofiore
Customer Service and Billing Team: 1300 395 735

All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account
online at www.oshclub.com.au All bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online
account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

Scholastic Book Fair 2017
Our annual Scholastic Book Fair has arrived. This week is
‘Preview week’ where the children have had the chance to
view the great selection of books and have filled in a ‘wish list’
to take home. Please remember there is no obligation with
these wish lists.

Book Fair will run from next week:
Monday 13th to Thursday 16th
Before school: 8.30 - 8.45am
Lunchtime:

1.30 – 1.45pm

After school:

3.15 – 3.45pm (Tues 2.30 – 2.45)

Parents are always most welcome to visit before & after
The fair is always a great opportunity to encourage reading school. This year the proceeds from the fair will be used to
and a love of books. Children will have the chance to buy from purchase valuable resources and iPads for the library.
a range of new and popular books or grab a bargain from the Thanking you,
specials and ‘wacky pack’ box. There will also be some novelty
items for those children with loose change. All proceeds from Christine Bridges
the fair will benefit our school. As always, a big thank you for
Librarian
your ongoing support of the Book Fair and supporting our student’s learning.

Everyone who purchases a book will go into the draw to win
one of three $20 book vouchers to be spent at the book fair.

Fundraising News

The winners will be announced on Monday 20th and will able Dear parents.
We will be selling gifts for Xmas for children to purchase after
to select book prizes before the book cases are returned.
school on Thursdays and Fridays from next week onwards till
the last week of term unless sold out. Prices will range from
$1.00 to $5:00.
If children would like to purchase a gift, please put your
money in an envelope and bring it to school starting as of the
16th of November.
Thanking you for your support.
Fundraising committee.

Become a Teacher's Aide
Certificate III in Education Support:
(FEB 2018)
THIS QUALIFICATION WILL GIVE YOU THE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE TO
PROVIDE ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO TEACHERS AND STUDENTS IN A
RANGE OF EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS. THIS INCLUDES PRIMARY, SECONDARY &
SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT SCHOOLS & AREAS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

GRADUATES WORK AS :



EDUCATION ASSISTANTS/TEACHER AIDES

SUPPORT WORKERS (WORKING WITH CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES)
Course Details:
FRI. 16 FEB— 14 SEPT. 2018
24 SESSIONS, 2 WORKSHOPS + 100 HR PLACEMENT
9.15AM TO 3.15PM
MERRILANDS COMMUNITY CENTRE
Ring PRACE on 9462 6077

AFTER SCHOOL COLLECTION
We have noticed a number of children still at the front of
the school at 3:45pm and sometimes even later! Did you
know the school is not directly responsible for children
after 3:30pm unless your child has registered for an
approved program (After School Care, Interschool Sport
training)? We will contact parents of any child at the front
of the school well after 3:30pm as there is a risk of safety
for them. I respectfully remind and request parents to
ensure you collect your child promptly after school.

