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From the Acting Assistant Principal
School Closure—REMINDER
Mon

5 Nov

Teacher Report Writing day
STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL

Tue

6 Nov

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL

Wed

7 Nov

3/4 Swimming starts

Wed

7 Nov

Year 5/6 MUSIC PERFORMANCE NIGHT

Thur

8 Nov

Year 3/4 MUSIC PERFORMANCE NIGHT

Fri

9 Nov

Inter-School Sport @ TWPS

Fri

9 Nov

Whole School Assembly

Fri

9 Nov

Prep Farm Excursion

Mon
to
Thur

12 –15
Nov

3/4 Swimming

Wed

14 Nov

2019 School Captain Interviews

Wed

14 Nov

2019 Prep Transition Day 2.00-3.15pm

Fri

16 Nov

Team Assembly in areas

Mon
to
Fri

19-23
Nov

Year 6 Doxa City Camp

Wed

21 Nov

2019 Prep Transition Day 2.00-3.15pm

Fri

23 Nov

Whole School Assembly

NO SCHOOL
on
MONDAY & TUESDAY
TWPS opens on Wednesday 7th November
Enjoy your long weekend 

Please be aware that the school will be closed on
Monday 5th November as well as the following day
Tuesday 6th November which is the Melbourne Cup

Do you still owe any money to our school?
When I prepared the School Budget for 2018, we counted
on our parents paying all their money for their children’s
Book Packs, Incursions, Excursions and those who go on
Camp. The money parents pay goes towards Learning
and Teaching resources that the Government does
not provide for schools. When parents don’t pay their
money our students miss out on valuable and necessary
educational resources which impact on their learning.
Thank you to the majority of parents who have already
paid their money. We still have an outstanding amount
for 2018 of $ 3,132.50 yet to be paid from some of our
TWPS families. Final payments were due by Friday 29th
June 2018!
If you haven’t already, please contact the Office to finalise your payments.

Student Support Group Meetings
Most Term 4 student support group meetings for students
with particular needs (eg disabilities, Aboriginal and Torres
Straight Islanders, out of home care living), have been
held recently. There are a few still to arrange. A student
Support Group, or SSG, represents a partnership in the
educational planning process between:
 the parents/guardians/carers of the student
 the parent/guardian/carer’s advocate
 the teacher/s
 the principal or nominee (to act as chairperson)
 the student (where appropriate)
The aims of the Student Support Group are to ensure that
those with the most knowledge of, and responsibility for
the student, work together to establish shared goals for
the student's educational future plan reasonable adjustments for the student to access the curriculum.
It was great to have many families respond to invitations
and take the time to partner with their child's school.

Education is Powerful, Student Voice Matters,
Teachers Make a Difference & Every Day Counts!
Michael Downing
Acting Assistant Principal

Parent Code of Conduct at Thomastown West PS
A code of conduct for parents and visitors ensures that everyone who visits the school site is able
to do so in a safe and harmonious manner and to ensure that students, staff, parents and other visitors are not subjected to aggressive, hostile or violent behaviours.
At Thomastown West Primary School we believe the following:
 We all have the right to do as much work and learning as possible.
 We all have the right to feel comfortable and safe.
We have 5 key school VALUES which we encourage everyone to live by our school values:
Respect

Responsibility

Resilience

Empathy and Strive to be our best

We teach the children that:


Values guide the way we think, speak and behave.



Values help us to decide what is right and what is wrong.

At Thomastown West Primary School, Parents and visitors are expected to:


Treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy.



Ensure their child/children are punctual to class.



Make appointments in advance of expecting to obtain an interview.



Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference.



Discuss issues or concerns about the school, staff or students through the correct
procedures.



Follow school procedures governing entry and behaviour on school grounds, including any
restrictions that may be imposed.

Under no circumstance are parents to approach another student or parent regarding any
incidents or issues.
Your co-operation is sought in maintaining a safe and happy school.

Stars of the Week
Term 4 - Week 4

Room 1

Bibi

Room 10

Leana

Room 2

Latoiya

Room 11

Zen & Sara

Room 3

Anika

Room 12

Halid

Room 4

Abdul

Room 16

Anthony &

Room 5

Mohamad

Room 17

Henry

Room 6

Kane

Room 18

Zainab

Room 8

Kabir &

Room 19

Ella

Room 9

Whole Class

Room 20

Whole Class

Hi everyone!

Grades 3 and 4 have swimming next week which is
very exciting! The junior school will be
participating later in the term.

Some parents have told me that their child does not
want to participate as they are scared of the water. If
your child is scared of the water, it’s even more
important that they learn to swim and learn about
water safety. Remember the program is very safe
with trained lifeguards and staff with the students
the entire time they are in the pool.

Not only does knowing how to swim give your child
the opportunity to become good at and potentially
compete in a range of popular sports, it also means
they won’t be left out of school teams and events.

Swimming teaches dedication and endurance

Getting yourself from one side of the pool to the
other means not giving up. Learning to swim requires
dedication and motivation, and the positive
outcomes of swimming will teach your child to
persevere during the difficult times.

They’ll make friends

Swimming lesson groups often include kids from
different schools, meaning they can help build your
child’s social skills and ability to get along with kids
they don’t know.

They’ll sleep better

Knowing how to swim is a life-saving tool which is
particularly important in Australia where we are lucky
to be surrounded by some of the world’s most
beautiful beaches.

It will improve general health and fitness

Whether it’s learning water drills, swimming laps or
playing pool games with the whole family, swimming
burns a huge amount of energy. Burning energy is
essential for maintaining a healthy weight,
preventing childhood obesity and preventable
diseases such as type 2 diabetes.

Now there’s a bonus for the whole family! The
massive amount of energy expended during
swimming often leaves kids (and adults!) feeling
exhausted. Add the sun exposure and release of
endorphins during an intense swim session and what
you’re looking at is a night of quality shut-eye!

Safety should always come first, so when looking for
a swim school make sure the instructors are suitably
qualified.

Mike Palfrey
Student Well Being Officer

Cup of Life
Swimming can also improve cardiovascular health,
help develop strong joints and build muscle.

Knowing how to swim opens up a whole new world
of sports
There are a lot of popular sports in Australia that
require a minimum level of swimming competency
for participation such as kayaking, surfing, and
water-skiing.

Well done to all the boys and girls who
are coming to school every day.

Congratulations
The room in Week 4Term 4
that had the BEST ATTENDANCE is

ROOM 10

Hi Everyone!
I LOVE OUR CULTURAL DIVERSITY!!

The KABOOM SPORTS morning this
week reinforced how culturally diverse our community is as I
joined in with our students who come from over 40 different
cultural groups, our staff who also come from a number of
cultural groups and the culturally diverse parents of students.
Cultural diversity refers to people who identify with particular
groups based on their birthplace, ethnicity, language, values,
beliefs or world views.
We all learn to communicate and understand our world
through sharing language, customs, behaviours, beliefs and
values. Our cultural experiences and values shape the ways we
see ourselves and what we think is important. Cultural perspectives inﬂuence how we parent, how we understand children, and how we educate them.
Valuing and respecting diversity encourages people to accept
individual differences amongst individuals and groups about
developing these connections vary based on cultural beliefs
about parenting and child development, as well as individual
preferences and capacities.

HOW DO WE HELP OUR CHILDREN TO HAVE A SENSE OF BELONGING WHILE ACCEPTING
DIVERSITY?
We are fortunate to live in a country where so many ethnicities are represented, giving families plenty of wonderful opportunities to learn and appreciate how different cultures live.
Tip #1: Examine Your Own Cultural the best way to teach
your child about cultural diversity is to let them see you as
accepting and tolerant. Our children imitate us, so in order to
teach our children about cultural diversity, we as parents need
to figure out what our beliefs are about this topic. Ask
yourself: How open are you to people from other cultures or
races?
Tip #2: Purchase a Globe or a World Map A great place to
start is by having a globe or a world map available in your
home. When something globally newsworthy happens, the
kids can go right to the map and physically see that area of the
world. This allows them opportunities to ask questions, engage
in discussion, and creates teachable moments for the whole
family.
Tip #3: Sample Cuisine from Other Cultures Join in multicultural community days and taste food from diverse cultures.
This is a delicious way to introduce kids to new cultures.
Tip #4: Encourage Questions
If your child has questions
about differences in physical characteristics or cultural practices, discuss them openly. This teaches your child that it’s okay
to notice differences, and more importantly, it teaches him
that it’s good to talk about them. Learning to appreciate all
kinds of differences—not just racial and cultural but differences in socioeconomic levels, gender, and even disabilities is
an important skill in today’s diverse society.

Tip #5: Recommended Books on Culture, Race, and Disability
David’s Drawings
by Cathryn Falwell One wintry morning, David, a shy AfricanAmerican boy, spies a beautiful tree on his way to school.
Before class begins, he gets a paper and pencil and draws its
trunk and bare branches. Soon, his schoolmates look on and
make suggestions. In this gentle and appealing story, a boy
figures out how to stay true to his own artistic vision while
allowing his friends to express their own creativity.
Black, White, Just Right! by Marguerite W. Davol A mixedrace child celebrates the rich inclusiveness of her life in a joyful picture book.
Stinky the Bulldog by Jackie Valent Stinky is a lovable little
bulldog who moves to a new neighbourhood. The mama bulldog teaches Stinky a valuable lesson in not judging others in
this colourful picture book..
Special People, Special Ways by Arlene Maguire It shares
the message that even though each of us may have something different about us, we share many common traits.
Tip #6: Use Various Cultures to Inspire Holiday Decorations
When you are decorating your home for the holidays, consider using various cultures as inspiration. Get your kids involved
and see what ideas they can come up with. This also provides
an opportunity to do some simple research on how other
countries and cultures celebrate the holiday season.

Tip #7: Encourage Kids to Play with children from diverse
cultures. Kids who build up relationships with people from
other countries will end up being more globally aware.
Tip #8: Attend Cultural Events Most communities have free
and low-cost cultural events hosted at places of worship,
community centres, schools, and other organizations. Explore
the calendar of events in your area to find kid-friendly events
including interfaith gatherings, cultural festivals, art exhibits
from foreign countries, and other activities.
Tip #9: Watch Movies That Introduce New Places Watching
movies that introduce new places to your children are great
ways to raise their global awareness. Movies like Jungle Book,
Dumbo, Aladdin, and Around the World in 80 Days, are wonderful kid-friendly films that let them get a peek at other cultures.
Tip # 10: Take a Stand against Cultural Insensitivity
Kids
need to understand that no matter where we are, people
really are essentially the same. They have the same emotions,
the same desires, and the same concerns. Teaching this to
your kids now can keep them from fostering prejudice and
help them grow into thoughtful, open-minded adults.
I hope these tips will help you to bring various cultures into
the lives of your children. By working to raise globally aware
kids, we can make a positive difference in their future! Until
next time, Happy Parenting!

Robyn Mulholland, Student Wellbeing




Market Day This Saturday 10am-1pm
Craft Stalls, BBQ, Coffee Cart, Bric a Brac, Free Children's Craft.

THOMASTOWN LIBRARY 52 MAIN STREET, THOMASTOWN

FREE PETTING FARM!
Saturday 1st December 10am-1pm

THOMASTOWN LIBRARY 52 MAIN STREET, THOMASTOWN

