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From Principal
Did you know… When it’s cloudy, at this
time of the year, the UV rays can still affect
our skin. Even if the clouds are out in Term
4, children are still expected to wear their
school hat. Thank you and well done to all of
the students who have
demonstrated respect and
responsibility by consistently remembering to wear their
school hat at play times this week!

OUR CREATIVE JOURNEY
On Tuesday 24thOctober, I had the privilege and pleasure of
joining our community in celebrating Our Creative Journey at our
Thomastown Community Hub.
Our school band did an excellent job (again) performing and
warming up the crowd. Sinem, Noah and Maram spoke
beautifully about how much they love Art Studio and how hard
they have worked when completing the new edition to the
Hub – a 3D mosaic mural. Sinem, Noah and Maram are to be
commended for their public speaking prowess! The official
presentation concluded with the reveal of the incredible mosaic
mural that has been 2 years in the making! The mural represents
the continents of the world, our multicultural world and school.
The hands symbolises the vast number of connections we have
with each other. If you have not had a chance to see this amazing art work I strongly encourage you to make time to walk past
the Hub and check it out!

A reminder that Friday 3rd November is a PUPIL FREE DAY.
The teachers will be participating in professional learning
and preparing for 2018. We will have expertise from the
Education Improvement Leaders from the North Eastern
Melbourne Area of the Department of Education. They will
be working with staff to explore additional opportunities of
increasing Student Voice at TWPS.
Student voice is a key component of the Education State
vision. The Framework for Improving Student Outcomes
encourages schools to make student voice a priority and to
empower students to fully and proudly participate in
school life. Student voice acknowledges that students have
unique perspectives on learning, teaching, and schooling,
and should have the opportunity to actively shape their
own education.

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Remember that Tuesday (7th November 2017) is a PUBLIC
HOLIDAY and the school will be closed for Melbourne Cup
Day. We will be open on Monday November 6th but we
understand many families have the opportunity for an
extra-long weekend. Your child will not be disadvantaged
in any way if they are absent on Monday. We will be
running an alternative program on that day.

T-BLAST CRICKET
On Tuesday, 20 students from Grades 3/4 represented our
school in the Milo T-Blast Cricket Tournament. The girls and
boys teams thoroughly enjoyed the skills session in the morning
and the games throughout the day! Both teams were quite
competitive and demonstrated great skills and sportsmanship.
Mr Christie and Mrs Irons who also attended the day ,were
proud of our grade 3/4 students.

“The strength of the team is each member. The

strength of each member is the team.”

Phil Jackson

For the remainder of the afternoon, the community had an
opportunity to enjoy a very special art exhibition. Both inside
and out of the Hub, there was an inspired and creative display of
our talented students’ work. This art work was created by our
students during special school holiday art programs run by our
partners Whittlesea Community Connections.
All of this would not be possible without the fabulous Nina Lim
the Hub coordinator! THANK YOU NINA!
I would like to acknowledge and thank the team at Whittlesea
Community Connections, as well as the artist inspiration, vision
and expertise of Suzi, Siggy and Mrs Sheean. Thank you for all
their work to make this community program a HUGE success!

Education Matters, Teachers Make a Difference
& Every Day Counts!
Sandi Young
Principal

Parent Code of Conduct at Thomastown West PS
A code of conduct for parents and visitors ensures that everyone who visits the school site is able
to do so in a safe and harmonious manner and to ensure that students, staff, parents and other
visitors are not subjected to aggressive, hostile or violent behaviours.
At Thomastown West Primary School we believe the following:
 We all have the right to do as much work and learning as possible.
 We all have the right to feel comfortable and safe.
We have 5 key school VALUES which we encourage everyone to live by our school values:
Respect

Responsibility

Resilience

Empathy and Strive to be our best

We teach the children that:


Values guide the way we think, speak and behave.



Values help us to decide what is right and what is wrong.

At Thomastown West Primary School, Parents and visitors are expected to:


Treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy.



Ensure their child/children are punctual to class.



Make appointments in advance of expecting to obtain an interview.



Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference.



Discuss issues or concerns about the school, staff or students through the correct
procedures.



Follow school procedures governing entry and behaviour on school grounds, including any
restrictions that may be imposed.

Under no circumstance are parents to approach another student or parent regarding any
incidents or issues.
Your co-operation is sought in maintaining a safe and happy school.
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Room 1

Bissan & Husni

Room 10

Fatima
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Saad

Room 11

Fey
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Dylan

Room 16

Yazan & Mia
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Kevin & Harmony

Room 19

Justin & Bassima

Room 9

Linh

Room 20

Merlinda

Hi Everyone!
Probably one of, if not the most, common problems parents
express to school staff is their child’s difficulties with
FRIENDSHIPS.
So…..I thought I would provide families with some discussion
points that they can work on with their children, as you endeavour to guide them through the tricky pathways of
FRIENDSHIP.
Friendship
Everybody needs friends. You can feel very sad and lonely if
you don't have someone to play with and be with - it happens
to everybody sometimes. Here are some ideas to help you in
making friends and keeping friends. Having friends is also
about how to be a friend and how to be a friend to yourself!
Did you know?
You can be your own best friend.
Sounds weird?
Think about it.
Who are you with all the time? Yourself.
So, take some time to really get to know yourself.
Start by asking yourself some questions.
Who am I?
 Am I a friendly person?
 Am I a positive person who looks forward to each day?
 Am I a good listener?
 What am I good at?
 What do I like to do in my spare time?
 What do I like about my looks?
Do I like myself?
You will have times when you mess up or feel ashamed about
things you may have said or done, but you're still OK as a
person - believe it or not that happens to everyone, even parents and teachers!
If you are feeling sad and can't seem to find things that you
like about yourself ask people like mum, dad, grandma, your
teacher, family friends or your friends. Or talk to a trusted
adult about how you feel.
If you like yourself, others will probably like you too.
If someone doesn't like you don't worry - you can't expect
everyone to like you. After all, you don't like everyone either,
do you?
You can show what a nice person you are by always being
pleasant and good mannered - even to people you don't like.
What is friendship?
 Spending time together.
 Sharing ideas and treats.
 Having fun.
 Respecting each other's differences.
 Loyalty, sticking up for each other.
 Caring for each other's safety and wellbeing.
Both of you working on the skills to keep your friendship
going.

Friendship
Skills How to be a friend!
Always
 Talk - be interesting; keep up with what's going on around
you, eg TV, sports, music, shared interests - so that you have
something to talk about.
 Share the conversation, so that you each get a chance to
be listeners and talkers.
 Listen to what your friends are saying and ask questions
about it.
 Praise your friends when they do something well.
 Use your manners - say please and thank you. Friends like
to be pleasant to each other.
 Think of yourself as being a friendly person, look friendly
and be friendly - and others will find you friendly.
 Be helpful - do things for your friends without keeping a
score on who's done the most favours.



Give back things you have used or borrowed from each
other (this is a good idea for brothers and sisters, too).
 Be aware of others' feelings - think before you speak.
(Sometimes it is a good idea to keep your
thoughts to
yourself rather than upset people's feelings.)
 Handle conflict - by being clear about what you want and
how you will compromise.
 Share your time with other friends.
 Be honest about your feelings, eg. "I don't think this is a
good idea because…" But don't always try to be the
leader - try out other people's ideas.
 Try to understand people by thinking about things from
their point of view.
Don't argue and get upset if your friend doesn't agree with
you about something. That's O.K. She has the right to an
opinion too.
Things you should try not to do:
 Don't brag about what you've got or done.
 No put downs - you wouldn't like it if someone did this to
you.
 No prejudice - don't make comments about country,
colour, religion or physical appearance. "If you can't find
anything nice to say about someone, say nothing," is a good
motto for everybody.
 Don't take over - let others tell their own jokes and news.
Don't fight your friends' battles. You can support your friends
by helping them to deal with their problems:

Robyn Mulholland (Student Well-being)

Deserting your friends is very unkind.








Be a good listener
Help them to stay safe.
Encourage them to try.
Be there when they need you to be.
Help them to make good choices.
Encourage them to look for help from trusted adults.

Sticking up for one another is what good friends do.
By Matthew

What do you like about your
friends? What do they like
about you?

Don't talk about them without their permission.

"It's good to share the good times and the bad times with
friends. You can have different friends who share your
different interests. Best friends are special. Most people
would say that they are friendly with lots of people but they
only have a few close friends, even when they are grown
up."
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/
supporting_schoolage_friendships.html

You are a unique (only one like you) person with lots of
different sides to your character, so you can have different
friends who share your different interests, eg friends at
school, in your street, in sport clubs, at church, in your family,
etc.
It's good to have a best friend but it's good to have other
friends too.
What makes a good friend?
 Having equal shares, not one always the leader and the
other following.
 Having lots of fun together (if not, you'd better look for
another friend!)
 Both of you working at keeping the friendship. Giving
each other some space.
 Even best friends need some time to be alone or with
other friends, so don't try to 'own' each other.
 Respecting each other's differences.
 Feeling safe talking to each other about your feelings and
problems.
 Trusting each other and looking out for each other.
Not sharing their secrets. (If your friend tells you that he or Robyn Mulholland (Student Well-being)
she is 'unsafe', encourage them to tell a trusted adult.)
Being 'popular', and having real friends, is not always the
AFTER SCHOOL COLLECTION
same thing.
Most adults would think themselves really lucky to have one
true friend - someone they can trust and rely on for their help
We have noticed a number of children still at the front of
and support when they need it. Real friendship lasts through
the school at 3:45pm and sometimes even later! Did you
good times and bad times.
know the school is not directly responsible for children
Remember: Good friends can play with other people
after 3:30pm unless your child has registered for an
sometimes and still be friends. This is what one child has
approved program (After School Care, Interschool Sport
written about friends:
training)? We will contact parents of any child at the front
Friends are always nice to each other.
of the school well after 3:30pm as there is a risk of safety
Respect your friends and they'll respect you.
for them. I respectfully remind and request parents to
I like friends a lot.
ensure you collect your child promptly after school.
Encourage one another to be good.
Nice people are usually good people to be your friends.

Room 4 Presents……
Butter

Butter

We made butter. First, we put the marble in the glass jar. Then
we poured the cream in the jar. We put the lid on the jar and
shook it for 20 minutes. The next day we ate the butter with
crackers. It tasted smooth.

We made butter. First, we poured the thickened cream into a
jar. Then we put marbles into the jar. We mixed the cream by
shaking the jar for 20 minutes. The cream was turning yellow.
Next, we took the marbles out of the jar and put the butter
into the fridge. We tasted the butter with crackers. it was yum.

Mason

Jack

Butter
We made butter. First, we poured the thickened cream into a
jar. Then we shook the jar for 20 minutes. The cream was
Butter
turning yellow and lumpy. We strained the butter from the
We made butter. First, we poured the thickened cream into a
buttermilk and put the butter in the fridge. The next day we
ate the butter with crackers. I ate 4 crackers with butter. It was jar. Then we put 3 marbles into the jar. We shook the jar for
20 minutes until it became yellow and lumpy. We put the
yum!
butter in the fridge. The next day we tasted the butter with
Caner
crackers. it tasted good. Fatima

We’ve had some wonderful experiences here at after care this past fortnight. The children have enjoyed
Animal Creations Week and Children’s Week. This has assisted in the development of the children’s
knowledge, confidence and self-identities.
The Oshclub children were able to attend the Celebration of Freedom through Artwork at the
Thomastown West Community Hub. The school band played and special guests were present. The
children enjoyed this special occasion very much.

Special dates
Friday 3rd November 2017 is a Pupil Free Day. Oshclub will not be operating on this day as minimum
numbers were not reached. Tuesday 7th November is a Public Holiday and students are not required
at school therefore once again, Oshclub will not be operating.

Parent Information:
OSHC Program Mobile: 0407 372 056
Email: thomastownwest@oshclub.com.au
Co- Coordinator: Desiree Bustos
Assistant: Carmen Bellofiore
Customer Service and Billing Team: 1300 395 735
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account
online at www.oshclub.com.au All bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online
account. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

OSHCLUB PHOTO GALLERY

Celebration time at the Community Hub

FREE Short Courses in November
Introduction to Community and Events
Volunteering
Are you interested in becoming more involved in your community? This program will cover basic skills required to be successful
in a volunteer support role.
Location: Thomastown Neighbourhood House (TNH)
Days: Thursdays
Time: 10.00 am—3.00 pm
Date: 2 November – 21 December, 2017
Duration: 8 weeks
Cost: FREE

Getting Ready for TAFE

Duration: 10 sessions
Cost: FREE

Introduction to Social Media Business Marketing
Are you wanting to gain knowledge about online marketing? This
program will cover basic skills to use Social Media platforms as a
marketing and promotional tool.
Location: Thomastown Neighbourhood House
Days: Thursday
Dates&Times: 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd November, 10am –2pm
Duration: 4 sessions

Cost: FREE
Are you considering starting/returning to accredited learning in
order to re-enter the Workforce? Do you need to up-skill & are
Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or visit our webunsure where to begin?
site: www.prace.vic.edu.au
This program will introduce you to the world of Vocational Education & Training (VET) and can provide the opportunity to have all
your questions answered in a small friendly group setting.
Location: Melbourne Polytechnic—Epping, Preston, Heidelberg
Days: Thursday & Friday
Time: 9.30 am to 3.30 pm
Dates: 2nd November— 1st December (2 days per week for 5
weeks (Thursday & Friday)

JAC MUSIC
SCHOOL

824 Edgars Road
Epping 3076
0418 172 506
http://
www.facebook.c
om/

