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Hello Everyone, 

 

We are in the final stages of planning for 2017. It 

has been quite tricky because we do not have our 

final enrolment numbers for 2017. It is very 

important for us to have accurate enrolment 

numbers for children attending our school in 2017 

so that we can make informed decisions about our 

class structures and class sizes. Please contact the 

office as soon as possible, to let us know if your 

child/children will not be attending TWPS in 

2017. 

 

School Fees & Book Packs 

 

The school Fees notice will be sent home with the 

school reports. I urge you to finalise your payment 

at your earliest convenience. This will ensure the 

school year will commence calmly for your 

children.  Stationery orders are being finalised at 

the moment for 2017. It is for this reason that we 

request payment so we can place the whole school 

order to ensure all materials are available at the 

commencement of the school year.  

The Department of Education and Training (DET) 

provides funding through the Student Resource 

Package. This means that we receive bulk funding 

for the cost of the school’s educational programs. 

The funding covers staff salaries, professional 

development, building maintenance, cleaning and 

sanitation supplies, energy, administration and 

contributions to our educational programs. 

Thomastown West Primary School finds 

additional income through our school fundraising. 

However, these funds do not meet the costs of the 

quality education programs we wish to provide for 

your children. Without your support, our school 

cannot provide the richness of resources for your 

child. Thomastown West Primary School makes 

every effort to keep the cost and number of items 

that need to be purchased to a minimum. We also 

try to ensure that the costs are affordable for all 

parents. The office will be opened from Friday the 

27
th, 

Monday the 30
th

 and Tuesday the 31st of 

January. Payments could be made then.  A school 

Book Pack will only be received by the students 

upon payment or an arrangement made for a 

payment plan. Payment plans are available and 

can be organised through myself. 

 
 

2016 Parents Helpers Morning Tea  

 

One of the key factors in helping students to 

strive to be their best at our school is the support 

and assistance of our parent helpers. As a small 

token of our appreciation, we will be running a 

parent helpers morning tea on 9
th

 December at 

11:00am in our staff room. Invitations have now 

been sent home and we are looking forward to 

seeing all of our wonderful mums, dads, carers 

and grandparents on this morning.  

Congratulations and farewell to Mrs Harding! 

 

Mrs Billie Harding has been successful in gaining 

an ‘ongoing’ position at Mernda Central P-12 

College. We’d like to thank Billie for her 

dedication, commitment and contribution to 

Thomastown West this year and wish her well in 

her future endeavours. Billie will be missed by 

students, staff and families!  
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Water Safety Week 

Water Safety Week begins next week from 28th 

November to 4th December 2016. The week long 

water safety initiative is a reminder to take 

care of those closest to you – especially in and 

around water! The annual campaign is 

supported by the Victorian Government and has 

linked a number of aquatic-related industries 

with a common objective of reducing the 

number of drowning’s in Victoria and 

increasing the awareness among the Victorian 

community about water safety. Our Preps and 

grade 1/2's will participating in swimming 

lessons at TRAC from Monday December the 

5th to Thursday December the 15th. Did you 

know… Research shows that kids who swim 

are smarter! Researchers from Griffith Institute 

for Educational Research found young children 

who participated in early-years swimming 

achieved a wide range of skills earlier than the 

normal population 

 
 

THE SRC needs your help! 

 

With the festive season fast approaching, it is a 

time in our community when some families find 

things can be most difficult and may struggle with 

finances. They need our help!  

We are asking for the generosity of the TWPS 

community. You can help by donating non -

perishable food items, toiletries and/or Coles gift 

vouchers. If you can help, please send your 

donated items with your child to school. We 

will collect donation for one week beginning 

Wednesday the 23
nd

 of November until 

Wednesday the 30
th

 of November. ONLY 3 

DAYS to go!  
 

Every Day Counts! Even at the end of the year. 

Schooling is compulsory for children and young 

people aged from 6 – 17 years. Daily school 

attendance is important for all children and young 

people to succeed in education and to ensure they 

don’t fall behind both socially and 

developmentally. Children and young people 

who regularly attend school have better health 

outcomes, better employment outcomes, and 

higher incomes across their lives. It is important 

that children develop habits of regular attendance 

at an early age. 

School participation is important as it maximises 

life opportunities for children and young people 

by providing them with education and support 

networks. School helps people to develop 

important skills, knowledge and values which set 

them up for further learning and participation in 

their community. 

On the next page there is a fantastic article from 

Michael Grose that will support you to make 

‘school drop offs’ hassle free.   

                                

Obstacles, of course, are developmentally 

necessary: they teach kids strategy, patience, 

critical thinking, resilience and resourcefulness. 

 

 

 

Keep up that lifelong learning!  

 

 

Sandi Young 

Acting Principal 

 

 

 
 



 
  

 

 



 

 

 
 

CHILDREN ARRIVING AT SCHOOL 

BEFORE 8:30am 

We have noticed that a number of children are 

arriving at school before 8:30am. 

Unless attending Breakfast Club children 

cannot be outside school until there is teacher 

supervision which is 8:30am. This is due to safety 

reasons. Thank you for your cooperation 

 

 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to Room 10 who were the week 7 

winners for Cup of Life! These students are now 

in the running for the end of term prize!  

 

This week’s Cup of Life was won by Room 6. 

 

We are now getting closer to announcing the Term 

4 winner!  

 

Remember: Every Day Counts! 

 

Transition 
 

Transition and change is something that happens 

to all people very regularly. All students will 

experience change at the end of this year and will 

transition into a new grade next year. For some 

students and families this may also mean a new 

school, especially for our grade 6 students! 

 

 School transition can have a BIG impact on kids 

and it is important that the adults in their life 

support them through this. Our school is very 

aware of this and has dedicated transition 

programs whereby students are provided with 

various opportunities to plan and prepare for 

change and transition. 

 

 Even if they are not moving schools or even areas 

within the school, a new teacher and new 

classmates can have a significant impact. Some 

possible difficulties during periods of transition 

can include; low self-esteem; rapid changes in 

mood and behaviour; time management issues and 

stress or anxiety. 

 

 Often when this occurs kids will feel frustrated 

and become anxious or disruptive to others around 

them. It’s important that we are aware of these 

situations and seek to help our kids to manage the 

change and navigate through these circumstances. 

  

The following are some possible tips: 

 

 Be alert to how they are handling 

the change and whether they are 

experiencing difficulty. 

 

 Be supportive at all times and seek 

to offer encouragement 

 

 Be available to answer questions 

they may have 

 

 Discuss their habits for homework 

and ensure they are completing all 

set tasks. Speak to their teachers if 

necessary. 

 

 If you believe your child/ren is 

struggling with change or transition 

speak to their teacher or a member 

of the wellbeing team about how 

we may be able to help. 

 More information on handling transition can be 

found at www.kidshelp.com.au 

 

 

Take Care, 

 

Tim Brown  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone,  

Our school is a Positive Behaviour Support 

Program school.  Our wonderful teachers are 

endeavouring to work with your children by 

creating a positive learning environment. 
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 Positive Parenting! 

Here are 10 ways that we can keep our 

relationships strong and have a positive influence 

on our children. 

1. Be available   Children whose parents are 

emotionally “there’ for their kids have better 

social, academic and wellbeing outcomes than 

those whose parents aren’t available. 

2. Be warm By responding to our kids warmly 

(even when we don’t feel like it), we show that we 

value them as people. A gentle touch, a smile or 

soft words bring warmth to a relationship. They 

feel that they are listened to which has a positive 

influence in our children’s lives. 

3. Listen, but don’t fix   Parents are great at 

fixing things.. But our kids generally don’t need 

us to fix them. They just want us to ‘get’ what 

they’re going through.  

4. Set limits   Sometimes nothing says “I love 

you” more than a firm and clear “No!” from Mum 

or Dad. Setting limits means that you ARE having 

a positive influence on your children. The trick is 

to not become too authoritarian or you’ll simply 

drive unwanted behaviour underground. 

5. Play   Playing games and laughing together 

binds us close to our kids.  

6. Be grateful  Grateful people are happier, 

healthier, have better relationships, less alcohol or 

drug consumption, better sleep, more income, are 

less materialistic, get better grades and work 

outcomes and are more energetic.  

7. Be fair  Children have an acute sense of 

what’s fair and what’s not. Positive psychology  

researcher, Chris Peterson, identified fairness as a 

key strength that helps us maintain positive 

relationships within our families.  

8. Set high expectations  Parents who have 

age appropriate expectations of their children 

generally have children who live up to those 

expectations – so long as those expectations are  

communicated warmly, you’ll have a lasting 

positive influence on your children. 

9. Talk to them about your struggles. Give 

them insight into the way you solve your 

problems. Your resilience to life’s setbacks can 

have an enormously positive influence in your 

children’s lives. 

10. Love them and show it every day   
We’re always correcting our kids.  For a 

relationship to thrive, we need to have a 12:1 ratio 

of positive to negative statements. So find 

opportunities to tell your kids “I appreciate you”. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Playgroup – 

 FREE TO EVERYONE – Thursdays 10am and Friday 

9am in the Hub at the school 

The children enjoy free play, story and 

music time.  PLEASE COME  

\\  If I can help you and your 

family in anyway, please contact the 

office.  My days at the school are usually 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

Robyn Mulholland (Student Wellbeing 

Team)  

 
 

 



3/4 Author Visit 
 

Claire Garth and Grover McBane 3/4 

author visit, a recount by Room 17. 

 

“Sssshhhh,” said the teachers as we walked 

into the multipurpose room to meet the 

author Claire Garth and Grover McBane 

her rescue dog. We needed to be quiet so 

we didn’t scare Grover. We knew he had 

been through a lot in the past and we didn’t 

want to cause him any more stress. 

 

Claire’s books tell us the story of Grover. 

So far there are three books in the series. In 

the first book we find out the man in the 

big boots was a mean owner. Grover 

escapes from him and ends up at the 

animal shelter. Grover felt terrified when 

he got to the animal shelter. After the vet 

treated him, Annie a worker at the shelter, 

adopted Grover. 

 

Grover had a terrible life before Annie 

adopted him. He was chained up in a 

backyard and didn’t have any shelter from 

rain and thunder. Every time Grover 

barked loudly he would be in trouble. 

Sometimes he got wacked or kicked. The 

man with the big black boots didn’t feed 

him either. Grover was so badly neglected 

his fur was thin, his ears sore and had no 

fur. He was in a very bad state. Luckily 

with Claire’s help he is now a happy, 

healthy dog who is an office dog at the 

Sydney animal shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learn all of this through Claire’s books 

about Grover. In the books we meet some 

other dogs who are Grover’s friends and 

his one enemy, Mr Tibbles, the cat.  

During the visit we learnt a few secrets 

about Claire and Grover’s life. The 

illustration of Grover was actually drawn 

from real life photos of him. Grover looks 

after lots of dogs at the animal shelter and 

sometimes at Claire’s house. 

 

During the visit we learnt a few secrets 

about Claire and Grover’s life. The 

illustration of Grover was actually drawn 

from real life photos of him. Grover looks 

after lots of dogs at the animal shelter and 

sometimes at Claire’s house. 

 

During the visit Grover fell asleep on a 

special blanket next to Mrs Gaeta and 

Claire. We could tell he was very obedient 

because he listened and did whatever 

Claire said. At the end of the visit Claire 

signed our books and Grover’s paw stamp 

was put on the books. Grover let us pat 

him also. The teacher’s got a special pat 

too. 

 



 
 

 

 
PETTING FARM 

SATURDAY 3 DECEMBER 

 10AM 1PM 

THOMASTOWN LIBRARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                      

     

 

 
 

07/12 
Grade 3 Melbourne Zoo                                                 09/12                                       

                                                                                       Parent Helper Morning Tea 

 

12/12                                                                             15/12 
Book Award Presentation                                          Book Award presentation 

 
 

 


