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IMPORTANT DATES:
Fri

01 Nov

Whole School Assembly

Mon

04 Nov

Report Writing Day
Students do not attend school.

Tue

05 Nov

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Students do not attend school

Fri

08 Nov

3/4 Itsy Bitsy Chef Incursion

Fri

15 Nov

Whole School Assembly

Mon

18-22 Nov

Grade 6 Doxa City Camp

Fri

22 Nov

Choir Performance @ Senior
Community Centre
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From the Assistant Principal
Hello for another week. Sitting in my office, writing this
week’s edition of the newsletter, it is a lovely sensation to
feel the sun on my back. Some of you might know that I am
originally from the Gold Coast. The tail end of winter is a real
struggle for me here in Melbourne and I am delighted to
welcome the warmer weather.
Like the weather, there are so many things happening at
TWPS this week that have put me in a great mood. Here are
just a few to share.
Wow! How exciting is the STEM program this term?

Mon

25 Nov

TWPS Intra-School Transition #1

Tue

26 Nov

Writer’s Festival

Tue

26 Nov

School Council meeting 6.30pm

Fri

29 Nov

Mon

2 Dec

Thur

05 Dec

TWPS Intra-School Transition #2

Miss Ibrahim has been keen to share the wonderful group
based learning happening in the 3/4 STEM classes. Students
have been learning to think, deign and build weight bearing
bridges. A significant focus of this unit has been the
mathematics behind weight and load bearing. Students have
worked in learning groups to research the three different
bridge types that are commonly used by engineers around
the world; arch, suspension and cantilever. I look forward to
seeing which of the three bridge designs is the most
successful!

Mon
-Tue

9-10 Dec

Junior Swimming program

Grade 5/6 STEM update

Tue

10 Dec

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day

Miss Ibrahim is undoubtedly delighted that we have installed
our new bike shed, because, when parking my bike in there
the other day it was full of Billycarts!

Tue

10 Dec

TWPS Intra-School Transition #3

Thu

12 Dec

Year 5/6 Funfields Excursion

Grade 1/2 BBQ night and
Grade 2 sleep over
Grade 1/2 Collingwood Children’s
Farm excursion

School Closure Monday 3rd of November
Please be aware that the school will be
closed on Monday 3rd of November as well
as the following day, Tuesday 5th of
November which is Melbourne Cup Day.

Grade 3/4 STEM Update

Our grade 5/6s have been working hard to design their own
Billycarts. As part of the engineering process, students began
with a design brief and then entered the planning stage of
their design. Using paddle pops and bottle tops a prototype
was made and
design flaws tested. Now, after lots of
ordering and preparation work from Miss Ibrahim, students
have started assembling their team Billycarts.
Stay tuned for more information about the first every TWPS
Billycart Race to be held in the last week of term. Our teams
will be working hard to ensure their designs are as
aerodynamic and solid as possible before the big day. Have a
look at the wonderful pictures of STEM on page 5!

Green slimy things happening in the 3/4 Area
This week while visiting classrooms I saw a lot of
evidence of hands on learning and student engagement.
In the 3/4 area, students have been learning about
chemical changes, specifically liquids, solids and
polymers. What is a polymer you ask?
Awkwardly I was asked the same question in front of 85
grade 3/4 students on Wednesday! Luckily Mason in
Room 11 was able to jog my memory! A polymer is
composed of a large chain of molecules and it is not
quite a solid and not quite a liquid. Just like in the movie
“Flubber” our Grade 3/4 students have been making a
common polymer known as slime! Thanks Mason for
your help there!
What has been exciting about the 3/4 learning area this
week is that while students have been learning about
the science of polymers that have also been engaged in
rich writing about “Flubber”, slime and science. I have
asked Mrs. Riaf, Mrs. Gaeta and Mrs. DeNiese to share
some samples of the writing that has been occurring in
their classrooms. You will notice that these samples are
not published, this is because we wanted to also
highlight that our students are thinking like writers.
They are starting with simple ideas, and edit after edit
they are improving their vocabulary and sentence
structures to create their masterpiece! Congratulations
to all students for their commitment to their authorship
and thank you to all of the 3/4 teaching team for
designing such engaging classroom experiences for our
students.
See some great photos of student work on page 3.
Student Support Groups (SSG Meetings)
To all families that attend SSGs each term. Please note
that your child’s Individual Learning Plan will be emailed
or sent out to you in the coming weeks. In an attempt to
align our reporting timelines with our Individual
Learning Plan and Student Support Group timelines
SSGs will be held at a time closer to Parent teacher
Interviews. If you would like to discuss your child’s
progress earlier please contact myself or your child’s
classroom teacher to organise an appointment.
I hope you have a lovely long weekend with your family
and friends and I will see you back at school on
Wednesday for another week of learning!

Terri Allan
Assistant Principal

Dojo Earners of the Week!
Congratulations to the
following students who have
topped their learning areas this
week:
Grade 5/6
Alissa T in Room 15 with 15
dojos
Grade 3/4
Lucas N in Room 10 with 8 dojos
Grade 1/2
Destiny in Room 5 with 20 dojos
Prep
Dimitrios in Room 8 with 21
dojos

Flubber and Polymers!!

KEEP CALM
ONLY
4 MORE SLEEPS
until the

CONCERT!

STEM IS
G
R
E
A
T

Billycarts and Bridges
in the STEM
Program!

Hi Everyone,
Often when I have a young person in my office needing to cope, I offer them my selection of paint, textas,
colouring books, pencils and other artistic supplies. Many children find focusing on an artistic process a
great way to stop and relax. But why does art work so well?
Studies have shown that art stimulates both sides of the brain, it involves thinking and creativity. Art can be
a way for children to express themselves and give a voice to feelings they may not be able to communicate
yet. Fostering creativity in children helps them develop mentally, socially and emotionally and even teach
analysis and problem-solving.
When being creative with your child, it is best to allow them to experiment, don’t give too much direction
and instead encourage them to mix colours or try different brush strokes. It can also help to ask lots of
questions about their process – ask them to tell you about their creation and if they had fun.
I often use art to help children with things like emotions, relaxation, gratitude, loss and resilience. Some
activities and exercises I use include:











Draw or paint your emotions
Design a card for someone you need to talk to (you don’t have to give it to them)
Draw your heart
Paint to music
Make a scribble drawing
Try drawing with your eyes closed
Design a picture of your perfect day
Draw yourself as a superhero
Draw some positive things in your life

Angelique Vardis
Student Wellbeing

Term 4 Week 4 Student Attendance Report
As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.
The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.
The shaded boxes below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.

Prep

Year 3/4

Room 2

89

Room 9

98

Room 3

96

Room 10

92

Room 8

95

Room 11

92

Year 1/2

Year 5/6

Room 1

92

Room 15

93

Room 4

94

Room 18

93

Room 5

94

Room 19

89

Room 6

88

Room 20

91

Every day of learning really does count!
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share
this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement. If your
child is not in school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important
parts of their education.
Why is regular attendance at school important?
Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will
achieve better when they go to school all day, every school day...
they learn better

they make friends

they are happier

they have a brighter future

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but
other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning. See below:

Stars of the Week
Term 4 - Week 4

Room 1

Fatima

Room 9

Leo

Room 2

Philo

Room 10

Rajay

Room 3

Jada

Room 11

Mia

Room 4

Zeinab & Amir

Room 15

Alissa

Room 5

Destiny

Room 18

Angel

Room 6

Raha

Room 19

Yalda

Room 8

Djaron

Room 20

Aris

Parent Code of Conduct at Thomastown West PS
A code of conduct for parents and visitors ensures that everyone who visits the school site is able
to do so in a safe, respectful and harmonious manner and to ensure that students, staff, parents
and other visitors are not subjected to aggressive, hostile, disrespectful or violent behaviours.
At Thomastown West Primary School we believe the following:
 We all have the right to do as much work and learning as possible.
 We all have the right to feel comfortable and safe.
We have 5 key school VALUES which we encourage everyone to live by our school values:
Respect

Responsibility

Resilience

Empathy and Strive to be our best

We teach the children that:


Values guide the way we think, speak and behave.



Values help us to decide what is right and what is wrong.

At Thomastown West Primary School, Parents and visitors are expected to:


Treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy.



Ensure their child/children are punctual to class.



Make appointments in advance of expecting to obtain an interview.



Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference.



Discuss issues or concerns about the school, staff or students through the correct
procedures.



Follow school procedures governing entry and behaviour on school grounds, including any
restrictions that may be imposed.

Under no circumstance are parents to approach another student or parent regarding any
incidents or issues.
Your co-operation is sought in maintaining a safe and happy school.

