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From the Principal 
As I write this week’s newsletter article, it is against the       
backdrop of the most encouraging news our state has           

received over the last number of months. Our public health 
measures are having effect and for the first time we are     

seeing some light at the end of the tunnel. Yet again this 
week, I would like to thank to our parents, carers and           

students for “hanging in there” over the last number of 
months. Our staff truly appreciate the work you are doing in 

supporting your child’s learning and how difficult it is juggling 
the various priorities and demands of family life in our current                 

environment.  
 

Mrs Allan and I were very excited to hear through the media 
over the last few days that plans are unfolding for students to 
return to school in Term 4. Like you, we are so eager to return 

to normal on-site operations. 
Schools have not received any      

advice or directions on this matter 
as yet. We will of course distribute 

any updates from the Department 
of Education & Training (DET) as 
soon as we receive them.  
 

In speaking with other schools and 
looking at trends across the state, 
we understand that there is a        

general ‘fatigue’ growing in regards 
to the Remote Learning platforms. 
As an interim measure, remote 

learning has on the whole been able 

to maintain a learning focus for    
students, however it was never  
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IMPORTANT DATES: 
Term 3  -   2020 

Tue 15 Sep 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
*These will be via ZOOM again. Students 
attend the ZOOM with their Parent or Carer. 

Fri 18 Sep 
Last Day of Term 3 
Students dismissed at 1:15pm 

Mon  5 Oct Term 4 begins 

Mon 5 Oct 
Curriculum Day: Teacher Planning Day 
Students do not attend school 

Tu 2 Nov 
Teacher Report Writing Day 
Students do not attend school 

intended to be a long term proposition. With this in mind, 
we will do our best over the remaining weeks of this term 

to continue to ‘refresh’ aspects of the daily slides in order 
to optimise student engagement, whilst also recognising 
the obvious limitations of this platform.  
 

The diagram below is a image capturing a Room 12            
wellbeing activity. The students had a discussion about 
how they were feeling this week about    remote learning. 
They have made it a priority to re-energise and refocus 

with a strong focus on a positivity, and a growth mindset! 
 
 

 

ZOOM Parent/Teacher Conference Interviews 
As we near the end of Term 3 we are quite keen to       
connect with Parents and Carers to discuss the learning 

progress made by your child/ren during Remote Learning. 

We look forward to doing this at our Term Three Parent/
Teacher Conferences (interviews).  
 

 

It’s now time to log-in to COMPASS and book a time for 

your Parent/Teacher Conference (interview). When you 

use COMPASS to book a meeting with your   teacher, it is 

really easy to let us know if you require an interpreter! 
 

Parents can change their bookings, any time prior to the 
closing date, by re-visiting COMPASS, and following the     
instructions. Remember to use the same COMPASS log in, 

you used when you made your original booking.  
 

Parents who need support, or are  wishing to change 

their meeting times after the closing date, should contact 

the school directly on: 9465 4317. 
 
 

For help please look on the pages later in this newsletter 
or go to our school website. 

 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au


SCHOOL PHOTOS 6th NOVEMBER 
School photos are a really important memento of 

your child’s staged growth. In 2020, this is 

particularly valuable for the Prep and 

Year 6 students. Thank you to Mrs Ilic for 

arranging another new date! 
 

2020 Attitudes to School Survey 
The Attitudes to School survey is an annual student    
survey offered by the Department of Education and 

Training. We will shortly be conducting this survey to 
find out what our Grade 4-6 students think of our 

school. The survey takes 30 minutes to complete and 
occurs during class time.  
 

The survey results will be reported back to the school 

in Term 4, with a summary of information made 

available to students, staff and parents. The results 

will assist our school in gaining an understanding of 
students' perceptions and experience of school. Our 
school will use the survey results to plan programs 

and activities to improve your child's schooling      

experience. 
 

Action Calendar for Families  
Looking for something fun to do with the family? The          

calendar on page 4 has some great activities for the       

family to participate in.  
 

Emergency Management Practice 
On Thursday this week, the on-site staff and students 

practised an off-site evacuation. The sun may have 
been shining, but the wind was howling and the wind
-chill factor reminded 
me of the cool blast 

from a freezer when 
you open the door. I 

must say, regardless of 
the weather, we all 

thoroughly enjoyed  the 

walk from the oval to 
the oval behind TRAC 

and achieved a personal 

best time of 10 minutes. 
Well done everyone! 

 

SSGs 
Mrs Allan has had an incredibly busy and valuable week 
meeting with families and students to evaluate each    

student’s individual learning plans during the Student 
Support Group Meetings. New goals have been            

developed and students have had an authentic  voice in 
their academic, social and emotional learning. SSGs will 

continue next week via ZOOM. 
 

Grade 6 - 7 Transition  
All parents of students in Grade 6 should have received 

information regarding their child’s placement for         
Secondary School last week. Secondary schools should 
be providing further information regarding the transition 

process in the near future. If you have not received this 

information, or you have any questions regarding this 
please contact Mrs Rocca, our school’s Secondary School 

Transition Coordinator. 
 

PLANNING FOR 2021 
It seems hard to imagine, but planning for 2021 is now 

underway! Through all of this time we have been taking 
enrolments for Prep 2021.  
 

If you have a child who has already turned 5 years old 

or will be turning 5 before the 30th April next year, and 

you have not already enrolled them to start school, it is 

time to enrol!   
 

To enrol you will need: 

✓ Child’s birth certificate 

✓ Immunisation certificate 

✓ Visa (Passport) if child is not born in Australia 

✓ Proof of residential address (Utility bill e.g. gas/

electricity) 
 

If you know someone who would like to enrol a child at 
the school, please have them call the office on 9465 

4317  to organise an enrolment pack. Check out our 
school website Prep Enrolment Page on: 

https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/59  
 

Stay safe! 
 
Sandi Young 
Principal 

 
 

https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/59


We’ll have lots more pets next week! 



Our next whole school assembly with be held 
Friday 11th September! 

To allow the whole school to join… we are going to use 
WEBEX 

More information will be sent home next week! 



Hi everyone! 

 
Hope you’ve all been safe and well. It’s been a    

difficult couple of weeks as the fatigue of lockdown 

has settled in. Its normal to be feeling extra tired 

and frustrated with the prolonged restrictions.  
 

One way to help with this extra fatigue is to        

structure some brain breaks throughout the day! A 

brain break is a short break from anything which 
has been using up your focus and attention. A brain 

break can replenish reduce stress, improve learning 

and boost creativity and productivity.  

 
The key to brain breaks is to take them before you 

start feeling fatigued or distracted. For young kids, 

this might be after 10-15 minutes of work. Older 
kids and Adults can usually work for longer, about 

30 minutes before needing a break.  

 

The goal of a brain break is for kids to shift their 
brains into focus. Sometimes it means just getting 

up and moving, especially if you’ve been sitting or a 

while. This exercise can increase blood flow to the 

brain and help with focusing and staying alert. 
Sometimes, a relaxing and quiet brain break is 

needed when you’re feeling frustrated and need to 

focus.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Some examples of some physical break breaks   

include:  

• Stretching breaks: For example walk like a bear, 

hop like a frog, stand like a flamingo 

• Wall push-ups and regular push-ups 

• Jumping jacks 

• Running in place as fast as possible 

• Snow angels on the floor 

 

Some examples of calming brain breaks include: 

• Squiggle story: Draw a squiggle and then turn it 
into a picture 

• Sing the alphabet with names of objects instead 

of letters 

• Draw a picture in the air while someone else 
guesses what it is 

• Practice deep breathing: Place your hands on 

your chest and belly while you breathe and     

focus on the physical movements of your 
breath. 

 

Brain breaks work best when they are planned 
and structured into a day. They can be taken 

based on timed intervals (e.g. every 20 minutes) 

or after tasks are  completed. (e.g. when the 

page is finished) 

Angelique Vardis— Student Wellbeing 

 





Term 3  - Week 7 

Stars of the Week 

Kendrick  2 For joining Zoom every morning and working hard at home with mum, especially with writing. Well done!  

Hafsa  3 For joining Zoom with a positive attitude and trying her best every day.  

Cyrus 
4 
 

For working very hard this week in all of your activities. You joined zoom, handed everything in and did 
some great reading! Well done Superstar!  

Cassie 5 For trying hard with her work and handing in all required tasks. Well done.  

Ian 6 
For taking responsibility for his learning, joining Zoom sessions with enthusiasm and handing in all required 
work. You are a Superstar Ian! 

Latoiya  & 

 
Maria 

19 For persisting and demonstrating resilience in using ZOOM all by herself. It has been great seeing you join 
us and your class! 
 
For showing up everyday, uploading your work and demonstrating your new learning!  

Hamed  & 

Harry 

20 
 

For striving to be his best during remote learning and sending in completed set tasks A FANTASTIC EFFORT!  

Yousef 9 For striving to be his best in  finding  the Main idea in a text.  

Rueben  10 For striving to be his best in remote learning and for being a caring member of our class.  

Salah  11 For completing all set tasks and trying his best.  

Shorya  12 For consistently engaging in all school work and always asking questions when he is unsure.  

Kaylah  15 
For engaging in Zoom and remote learning. Kaylah has shown amazing responsibility, resilience and strived 
to be her best, so well done. Really proud of you!  

Lydia  16 For demonstrating  resilience and working hard to complete her work. Keep it up!  

Aya  17 For striving to be her best in remote learning and working hard to complete set tasks.  

Diah and 
Riley  

18 For creating an interesting information report on a natural disaster. Well done!  

Dimitrios   
For creating an amazing ‘water xylophone’ and for always completing his Music Remote Learning tasks.  
Fantastic work Dimitrios!  

Mia 
&Hudson  

PE  
For submitting all of their assignments and having lots of fun doing all the activities  
together. Well Done!  

Benjamin 
and Perla  

STEM 
Benjamin M- For your determination to submit your STEM work, despite the technical challenges you had 
with your iPad. 
Perla G- For using your beautiful manners to ask for help, so that you may do your best STEM work.  

Tifa &  
Tristan  ART For excelling with each and every Art project they have submitted during Remote Learning.    

Dion  AUSLAN For consistently sending in his Auslan tasks & always striving to do his best. 



 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share 

this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your 

child is not participating in their Zoom meeting or completing their Term 3 Learning Pack tasks,  
they will be missing out on many important parts of their education.  

 

Why is regular online attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance, even during the remote learning period,  will mean that your child 
has a better chance in life.  
 

✓they learn better  ✓they connect with friends  ✓they are happier   ✓they have a brighter future  

’ … 

If your child is missing That equals Which is 
If this pattern continues over 

13 years of schooling... 

10 minutes per day 50 minutes per week 
Almost 1.5 weeks  

of the school year 
Almost half of a school year 

20 minutes per day 1 hour 40 minutes per week 
Over 2.5 weeks  

of the school year 
Almost 1 school year 

30 minutes per day Half a day of school per week 4 weeks per school year Almost 1.5 school years 

1 hour per day 1 day per school week 8 weeks per school year Over 2.5 school years 



Term 3  Week  7  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           

The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   
The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  
 

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

 

Well done to all of the students who  
have attended their ZOOM 

learning meeting every day. 
 

 

 

The room in Week 7 that had the         

BEST ATTENDANCE     
was  Room   

Great News!  
Thomastown West Primary School is taking enrolments for Prep (and other grade levels) for the 2021 school year.  
If you are interested in enrolling at Thomastown West Primary School for 2021, please visit our school  website or 
the Thomastown West Primary School 2020 Facebook page or collect an enrolment pack from the General 
Office.  The Office can be contacted on 94654317. Coming soon… a virtual tour of our wonderful school!!! 

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 86% 90% Room 9 80% 75% 

Room 3 86% 80% Room 10 76% 95% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 81% 95% 

Room 4 47% 74% Room 12 90% 95% 

Room 5 86% 81% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 6 60% 80% Room 15 91% 83% 

Room 19 68% 81% Room 16 80% 83% 

Room 20 91% 90% Room 17 91% 96% 

      Room 18 92% 74% 



 

Congratulations to  
Room 3  with  716 

 Dojo points !!! 
You are the class with the 
    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Week 7 Term 3 

Prep  Molly 

 54 Dojos 

Grade 1/2 Tristan  

45 Dojos 

Grade 3/4 
Ashraf  

26 Dojos 

Grade 5/6  

Jamil 

31 Dojos 

Top  

earner across 

the  school! 

Molly 

54 Dojos 













Despite being apart, there is still a lot to smile about!  

Check out some fabulous remote learning photos from this 
week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

 

   

    

  





Despite being apart, there is still a lot to smile about!  

Check out some fabulous remote learning photos from this 
week.  

 

 





Weekly Maths Challenge 










