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IMPORTANT DATES:
Wed
Thurs

7-15
August

Dental Visit Examinations

Mon

12 Aug

5/6 Swimming Begins

Fri

16 Aug

All Star Girls and Boys Hoop time
Basketball Tournament.

Tue

20 Aug

1/2 CERES Excursion

Fri

23 Aug

Curriculum Day

Tue

27 Aug

Father’s Day Stall

(Students do not attend school)

No. 22 9th August 2019

From the Assistant Principal
What another exciting week it has been at TWPS this
week. Students and staff have been busy little
beavers and I think we have all looked up and
realized that another week has gone by!
Happy International Day of Indigenous People!

August 9th is International Day of Indigenous People.
This is an annual event, endorsed by the Untied
Nation to recognise the role that Indigenous people,
their culture and language play in making the world
the amazing place that it is today. When learning
more about this day I found out some interesting
facts. Did you know there are an estimated 370
million indigenous people in the world, living across
90 countries? They make up less than 5 per cent of
the world's population, but account for 15 per cent of
the poorest? Did you also know that Indigenous
peoples speak an overwhelming majority of the
world’s estimated 7,000 languages and represent
5,000 different cultures?

The United Nations writes:
Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of
unique cultures and ways of relating to people and the
environment. They have retained social, cultural,
economic and political characteristics that are distinct
from those of the dominant societies in which they
live. Despite their cultural differences, indigenous
peoples from around the world share common
problems related to the protection of their rights as
distinct peoples.
Indigenous peoples have sought recognition of their
identities, their way of life and their right to
traditional lands, territories and natural resources for
years, yet throughout history their rights have always
been violated. Indigenous peoples today, are arguably
among the most disadvantaged and vulnerable
groups of people in the world. The international
community now recognizes that special measures are
required to protect their rights and maintain their
distinct cultures and way of life.

Today I would like to acknowledge the indigenous
peoples of Australia, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people. I would also like to acknowledge our
emerging elders, our Koorie students who represent
their culture proudly on a daily basis.
What do our students know about writing?

This week the 5/6 team and the 1/2 team spent some
time with Ann, our professional learning support in
writing. Teams spent several hours together analysing
and annotating student work samples to collect data
on what our students can do and what their next step
of learning is. A big thankyou to our fabulous teachers
who committed a lot of their time this week to
continuing their moderation work and going deeper
and deeper into writing pedagogy.

Attendance

Recently as a staff we have sat down and analysed
the TWPS attendance data. We were interested to
note that there are many, many families who are
attending school regularly, on time every day.
Congratulations! We are becoming concerned
however about students that are often missing
school and/or coming late to class each morning.
Please have a look at the following table which outlines the average days of absence for students. If you
require support with your child attending school,
pleas contact your child’s classroom teacher, Mr. P,
myself or Mrs. Young.
How many days has your child missed this semester?
0-6 This is within normal range. A child with this
attendance rate is able to take full advantage of the
teaching and learning opportunities available to
them.
7-10 This attendance rate is below average. A child
with this attendance rate could miss over one year
of learning between prep and year 10.
11-20 This is a poor attendance rate. A child with
this attendance rate could miss out on up to two
years of learning between prep and year 10.
20+ This is a very poor attendance rate. A child with
this attendance rate could miss over two and one
half years of learning between Prep and year 10.
Remember:
Students need to attend school regularly to make
the most of educational opportunities and to reach
their full potential.
There is a direct link between school attendance
and achievement later in life.

Poor patterns of attendance in the early years lead
to poor patterns of attendance throughout the
school years.
Poor attendance makes it difficult for children to
form positive relationships with their peers.

Just a few admin updates for the week:
Dental Van

The Dental Van is up and running. It was fantastic to
see the van full of students having their teeth
checked and cleaned. Thank you to Mrs. El Zoobi and
Mrs. Ilic for their organisation of the Van.
Swimming

Thanks to Mrs. Raif for finalising the 5/6 swimming
program. Students that have signed up for this will be
attending on Monday and Tuesday.
Please stay warm this weekend. The weather
report does not look very nice!
Terri Allan
Assistant Principal

Term 3 Week 4 Student Attendance Report
As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.
The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.
The shaded boxes below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.

Prep

Year 3/4

Room 2

91

Room 9

100

Room 3

92

Room 10

96

Room 8

97

Room 11

96

Year 1/2

Year 5/6

Room 1

88

Room 15

94

Room 4

92

Room 18

95

Room 5

95

Room 19

94

Room 6

92

Room 20

95

Every day of learning really does count!
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share
this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement. If your
child is not in school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important
parts of their education.
Why is regular attendance at school important?
Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will
achieve better when they go to school all day, every school day...
they learn better

they make friends

they are happier

they have a brighter future

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but
other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning. See below:

LEARNING STARTS AT 8:45am
ATTEND TODAY ACHIEVE TOMORROW
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOUR CHILD IS AWAY
WORKING TOGETHER = SUCCESS

Dear Parents/Carers,

As part of our Cyber Safety education program we would like to invite you to a
free Cyber Safety information program session. Our school has been fortunate
enough to obtain a free session with ‘ThinkUKnow’ Australia. THINKUKNOW
works in partnerships with the Australian Federal Police, Microsoft Australia
and is delivered in collaboration with Victoria Police.
ThinkUKnow, is an evidence -based Cyber Safety Program. It provides
information on the technologies young people use, the challenges they may
face, and importantly, how they can be overcome. The presentation cover what
young people SAY, SEE, and DO online.
It covers topics such as social media reputation management, identity theft,
how to protect your devices, and how to report matters when things go wrong.
Our 3, 4, 5, 6’s have attended a school incursion from the same company,
‘THINKUKNOW’. The program for students is designed to educate and promote
Cyber Safety. This parent presentation has been designed to align with the
student presentation to ensure adults receive complementary information to
assist them in contribute to your understanding of how to protect your
children.
We strongly encourage all of our families to take part in this free information
session.
We can offer child minding in a separate room. If you would like to use this
service, please return the note to indicate how many children will be attending.
DATE: Wednesday 14th August
Time: 6.00pm – 7.15pm
Venue: Grade 3/4 Building
Regards
Effie Santiglia
ICT Leader

Stars of the Week
Term 3 - Week 4

Room 1

Issam

Room 9

Zac

Room 2

Philo

Room 10

Sarah

Room 3

Mireille

Room 11

Eliza

Room 4

Pip

Room 15

Bao

Room 5

Viva

Room 18

Dean

Room 6

Kruz

Room 19

Yalda

Room 8

Hamed

Room 20

Buckley

Hi everyone!
This week I would like to talk about how to discuss bullying with your child. According to the Department of
Education, Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal,
physical and/or social behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can
involve an individual or a group misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more persons who
feel unable to stop it from happening.
Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious
(overt) or hidden (covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time (for
example, through sharing of digital records).
Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those
involved, including bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or
online, are not defined as bullying. It is important to note that many distressing behaviours are not
examples of bullying even though they are unpleasant and often require teacher intervention and
management.
There are many reasons a person might bully someone, but whatever the reason is, it is never ok that it is
happening.
When I talk to young people about being bullied, I have often found the more resilient children have been
given advice about what to do by their parents or relatives. It can’t always be easy to stop being bullied, but
you can help teach resilience and ways to handle it. So, here is some helpful advice to give your children.








Don’t bully them back, this will make it much worse
Ignore the bully and keep your distance
Tell the bully to stop, then walk away
Pretend you don’t care and act confident (even if you don’t feel like you are)
Find somewhere safe to go (at school, the wellbeing staff are always happy to help and provide a safe
space)
Get support from your friends
Talk to an adult who can help

Remember: The most useful thing when being
confronted by a bully is to act confident and walk away.

Angelique Vardis
Student Wellbeing

