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IMPORTANT DATES:
Wed
Thurs

7-15
August

Dental Visit Examinations

Mon

12 Aug

5/6 Swimming Begins

Fri

16 Aug

All Star Girls and Boys Hoop time
Basketball Tournament.

Tue

20 Aug

1/2 CERES Excursion

Fri

23 Aug

Curriculum Day

Tue

27 Aug

(Students do not attend school)
Father’s Day Stall
No. 21 2nd August 2019

From the Assistant Principal
Hello lovely families once again. I am writing this
newsletter in my toasty office, wishing the days to get
longer and warmer. I hope you have all managed to stay
warm this week and didn't have to spend too long scraping
ice off the car windows on Tuesday morning!

100 days of school
On 1st August we celebrated 100 days of school in our
Junior School. It was a fabulous day and students and staff
should be so proud of all the learning that has happened in
the 100 days they have been together. Have a look at
some of the activities students got up to today and the size
of the feast on the next page!

To further support the work of our staff in creating an
environment that maintains high expectations for
behaviour, Mrs. Santiglia, Mr. Benatmane and myself
attended a whole day SWPB training at Mernda central
College on Wednesday of this week. Here we shared ideas
with a range of network schools and came away with some
new ideas to take back to our own school’s teams.
We are excited to be inviting our Student Voice team to
join us in refining our whole school reward system this
term and look forward to hearing their opinions on how it
could be improved. Please see their newsletter article on
the next page.
Dental Van
The Mobile Dental Service is coming to TWPS next week.
Student leaders will be available to get students to and
from their dental appointment. If you have any questions
about the process of making appointments, please come
and see Mrs. El Zoobi or Mrs. Ilic in the office.
Reflections Concert
On Thursday our 5/6s students were asked to come and
preview the Thomastown Secondary College Reflections 2
Concert. See what the students thought on the next page.
Congratulations to all students and families for their
performances. We thoroughly enjoyed seeing past TWPS
students performing in a production of such a high
standard.
Swimming
Just a reminder to all 5/6 families that all swimming notes
are to be returned as soon as possible Swimming is
scheduled for August 12 and August 13 . We currently
have lower than expected numbers of forms back and
would like to encourage families to complete the forms
and get them in as soon as possible.
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Welcoming new students

SWPB Professional Learning
On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Mark Benatmane ran a whole
school professional learning analysing our School Wide
Positive Behaviours data (SWPB). It was interesting for us
as a staff to sit and discuss how well our whole school reward
system is working (in 6 months students have received over ten thousand dojo points across the school!)
and reflect on how our Compass Behaviour Support Log
system and Make it Right Club processes are working to
support students in making positive behaviour choices.

This term we have welcomed a number of new students
into our community. I just wanted to share with you all
how inspiring and humbling it has been to witness the
number of our current TWPS students who are trying
hard to support the news students to our school.

Student Voice
The Student Voice team is proud to have the opportunity
of having a say for our school.
This term, the Student Voice team have been working on
a new dojo system to improve behaviour across the
school. We have been discussing the idea of adding a dojo
point reward system shop and altering the rewards
received from gaining a certain amount of dojos. The
Student Voice also has gained information that dojo
points motivate students and they are excited for the
dojo badges.
In Term Two we conducted a survey [survey monkey] to
learn more about what students think about the dojo
reward system. Four people were chosen from each class
to participate in the survey. Its purpose was to gain
information and use it to see if we
should continue the dojo system. By
the end of term three we hope to
have developed a whole school
rewards poster, badges and a shop
running containing prizes and the
badges made and ready to be put on.
Written by Andrew, Joella and Simon
World Principal Day
Principals' Day, initiated by the Victorian Principals
Association (VPA) over 18 years ago, is an ongoing
opportunity we support to recognise the valuable work
performed by the Principal Class in Victorian Government
Schools.
The leadership of Principals and Assistant Principals is
essential to making our Victorian schools vibrant and
stimulating places of learning. We encourage school
communities to support this annual day and commend
the tireless efforts of their Principal Class Members.
Today we celebrate the passionate presence of
Mrs. Sandi Young and her commitment to the academic,
social and emotional wellbeing of Thomastown West
students. Watching Mrs. Young work can be tiring! She
gets in early, stays back late, attends a range of meetings
out of hours including school council and network
meetings. She comes in on weekends to attend working
bees and on the holidays to plan and still manages to find
the time and energy to run a crochet club in her office at
lunch! Mrs. Young from all the staff, students and
community members.
As a new Assistant Principal myself, I want to thank
Mrs. Young for her support and guidance of my
practice. Thank you to all staff and students and
families for their trust in me as I work to support every
TWPS student to be the best they can be!

Have a fabulous weekend with your loved ones. We look
forward to seeing you all on Monday for another
fabulous week!
Terri Allan
Assistant Principal

Term 3 Week 3 Student Attendance Report
As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.
The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.
The shaded boxes below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.

Prep

Year 3/4

Room 2

97

Room 9

98

Room 3

92

Room 10

95

Room 8

99

Room 11

98

Year 1/2

Year 5/6

Room 1

94

Room 15

91

Room 4

94

Room 18

98

Room 5

95

Room 19

90

Room 6

90

Room 20

97

Every day of learning really does count!
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share
this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement. If your
child is not in school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important
parts of their education.
Why is regular attendance at school important?
Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will
achieve better when they go to school all day, every school day...
they learn better

they make friends

they are happier

they have a brighter future

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but
other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning. See below:

LEARNING STARTS AT 8:45am
ATTEND TODAY ACHIEVE TOMORROW
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOUR CHILD IS AWAY
WORKING TOGETHER = SUCCESS

Stars of the Week
Term 3 - Week 3

Room 1

Yusuf

Room 9

Mohamad

Room 2

Bilal

Room 10

Dalena

Room 3

Attila

Room 11

Kevin

Room 4

Giovita

Room 15

Jeylin

Room 5

Johronephan

Room 18

Tiarna

Room 6

Naimo

Room 19

Talissa

Room 8

Jaiden

Hi everyone!
Kids can become anxious if their parents do not have a consistent parenting style- or “parent storyline”.
For example, you may be strict, while your partner has a more relaxed parenting style.
Some minor differences in parenting are of course, natural! They are a sign of independent thinking and can provide a
sense of balance to family life.

Differences can be stressful
Significantly different approaches can cause discomfort, stress and anxiety to one or both parents.
In some cases, the differences can lead to inconsistent parenting where there is no agreement on rules and standards
of behaviour. It’s like driving a car when there are two sets of road rules. There’d be accidents in the first five
minutes!
Similarly, there can be chaos in a family when there’s more than one set of rules. The rules and boundaries the govern children’s behaviour and family life need to be agreed upon.
Parents who work together need to know when to compromise, when to keep out of the way and when to present a
united front. Knowing when to take each approach takes practice and depends on the issues at hand, your parenting
styles and your individual values.

Creating the same storyline
Agreeing to the same parenting storyline as your partner takes work. It can be done whether you and your partner
live together or not.

Here are some ideas to help
 Keep your partner informed

It helps if the primary parent can keep their partners informed about what’s going on in children’s lives. These can
include updates about behaviour, educational achievements and their general well-being.
 Defer to your partner

Kids have a habit of putting their parents on the spot, particularly with issues such as going out or buying the latest videogame. Rather than responding to children’s requests yourself, get into the habit of deferring to your
partner. Not only does this keep your partner in the communication loop, it helps you work as a united front.
 Share insights with your partner into your own childhood and family

These types of conversations can lead to a deeper level of understanding and often reveal why you both feel
strongly about different parenting matters.
 Divide areas of responsibility

Don’t keep all the responsibilities to yourself. Bring your partner into the loop and give them a share of the parenting jobs.
 Communicate concerns to your partner about differences

Avoid disagreeing openly in front of the children. Find a time later to air any
concerns you may have and gener
ate alternate strategies or ideas for
your partner to try.
Have a great weekend!
Mike PalfreyStudent
Well Being Officer

Work with Wood
A friendly, informal course for learning more about woodworking or improving
your existing woodworking skills and knowledge.
Course runs from 22nd August - 31st October
(no classes on 26th Sept and 3rd October)
Thursdays (9 sessions), from 9.30am -2.30pm
at Merrilands Community Centre, 35 Sturdee St, Reservoir

Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or visit our website: www.prace.vic.edu.au

