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Young ICT Explorers Compe��on 

Fabulous news!!! As part of our STEM lessons last term,  

we entered the Young ICT Explorers compe00on.  We 

have made it into the finals of the compe00on!  No 

mean feat for our first ever entry.   

Our project—My Wearable Computer Calls for Help   is 

to help  elderly people by wearing a Micro:bit computer 

that will send a message to a nurse if an elderly person 

falls over.   

The finals are on Saturday 12th August and will be held 

at Deakin University. Mrs Wright will be selec0ng a team 

to represent us over the next week.   

 

Spotlight on Learning 

I’m so excited to be back teaching STEM this term.  I 

missed the excitement of creating, problem-solving, 

thinking outside the box and testing out inventions.    

This week in years 5 and 6, we have been learning  how 

to program Micro:bit computers and have had lots of 

discussions about wearable technology.  We have begun 

planning for how we can showcase our STEM talents at 

the whole school concert towards the end of the term.   I 

don’t want to tell you too much so that I don’t spoil the 

surprise!  Come along to the concert and you will be 

amazed at our very talented students!!! 

 

In grades 3 and 4 we have been learning about electricity 

and have been using Little Bits kits to develop our 

knowledge and begin inventing.  Students have             

discovered how components can be put together to 

make lights work, use switches to control power such as 

on/off switches, pulses and dimmers.  They have used 

these to make buzzers buss, lights turn on and off,      

control the speed of light patterns, control the          

brightness of light and speed of fans.  Take a look at how 

engaged the students were and how proud they were to 

make their own torches this week in STEM. 
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From the  Assistant Principal 

As most of you would know, I spent last term working at 

Ivanhoe Primary School as their Assistant Principal.  I  

thoroughly enjoyed my time at Ivanhoe and I learned so 

much being there.  I feel that I have grown both  

professionally and personally.  I have developed my          

leadership skills and my communication skills particularly.   

 

I’ve had a wonderful welcome back from so many students, 

parents and staff, I feel privileged to work at such a fabulous 

school where all the teachers are focussed on the wellbeing, 

engagement and improving learning outcomes for all our 

students.  Working at another school for a term has given 

me an insight what works well in other schools and how we 

might be able to use some techniques to support our  

students to aim high and achieve! 

 

 I’m pleased to be back at TWPS and I am  looking forward to 

putting in to practice all that I learnt whilst I was away.    

Challenges and learning keep me energised.  As Einstein said, 
 

“Intellectual growth should commence at  

birth and cease only at death.”  

 

Did you Know??? 

Today is Mrs Young’s birthday!  We all wish you a very 

Happy Birthday Mrs Young. We hope you have a     

fabulous day and a wonderful weekend of                  

celebra0ons!      

 

HHHHaaaappppppppyyyy    BBBBiiiirrrrtttthhhhddddaaaayyyy    MMMMrrrrssss    YYYYoooouuuunnnngggg!!!!    

08th August Whole School Assembly 

08th August Cookie Dough Fundraiser 

11th  August Hoop"me Basketball Tournament 



Get to Know TWPS Staff  
Name:  

Mrs Colakovski 

How long have you worked at 

TWPS?   

I’ve worked here for 20 years. 

What do you do at TWPS? 

I’ve had various roles throughout 

my years here. This year I’m working in the grade 

5/6, Room 18 on Wednesdays which I share with 

Mrs Gaeta and my other role is supporting stu-

dents who have English as an Additional Language 

(EAL) 

What do you love most about TWPS? 

The students and the staff are like my second  

family. 

Four Favourites…. 

Food: Tiramisu 

TV Show or Film: Masterchef 

Sporting Team: Melbourne City 

Music: R&B/Soul 

What’s your hidden talent? 

I’m very creative and crafty.   

Who would you invite to dinner? 

Ed Sheeran so that he can sing.and Matt Preston 

so that he can critique my food. 

 

Ball Games in the Playground 
 

It has recently come to our aCen0on that there 

seems to be a misunderstanding regarding children 

playing will balls at school. 
 

Children are allowed to bring their own balls to 

school. We do strongly encourage children to label 

the ball  

clearly with their name as it can be difficult to iden-

0fy student property when they look similar. 
 

Children are not allowed to play with large balls 

near the buildings as windows can get broken and it 

can present a danger to students. This is a standard 

rule at all schools. 
 

 

Reviewing outside play rulesReviewing outside play rulesReviewing outside play rulesReviewing outside play rules    
 

This term teachers have been reviewing and          

upda0ng the rules for outside play 0mes. At TWPS, 

EVERYONE has the right to feel COMFORTABLE and 

SAFE. We have  been considering where children 

can play will balls. Our review highlighted the need 

to provide the space for Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 

students to play with their balls. We are s0ll           

finalising a solu0on and  are keen to find a space as 

soon as possible. 

 
Planning, designing and crea�ng our torches.  

Check out our wonderful Inventors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hi everyone,   

 

 

Cup of LifeCup of LifeCup of LifeCup of Life    

                              

Well done to all the boys and girls who are coming to school as 

much as possible. This week, the winner of Cup of Life is... 

Room 10. 

Congratula0ons to all the boys and girls in Room 10. 

 

This is the first 0me that a grade 3/4 class has won the cup this 

year so the children (and their parents) should be very proud 

of themselves! 

Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 
ClubClubClubClub 
 

                     

 

 

 

 

Breakfast club is officially up and running again this term and 

we have lots of yummy and healthy food to give us fuel for the 

day. This week, we were lucky enough to get yogurt and  

apples from foodbank which the children love.  

 

We are also very lucky to have our volunteer – Godwin back 

again to help this term. 

 

Come in and join us from 8 am to 8.30am every day in the 

Mul0-purpose  room. 
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By Liz Evans 

 

Original ar0cle from huffingtonpost.com 

This year, Simon is in fourth grade and Grace is in first 

grade, and I find myself asking them every day aJer 

school, “So how was school today?” 

And every day I get an answer like “fine” or “good,” 

which doesn’t tell me a whole lot. 

AND I WANT TO KNOW A WHOLE LOT!!!! 

Or at least get a full sentence. So the other night, I sat 

down and made a list of more engaging ques0ons to ask 

about school. They aren’t perfect, but I do at least get 

complete sentences, and some have led to some inter-

es0ng conversa0ons... and hilarious answers... and some 

insights into how my kids think and feel about school. 

1. What was the best thing that happened at school to-

day? (What was the worst thing that happened at school 

today?) 

2. Tell me something that made you laugh today. 

3. If you could choose, who would you like to sit by in 

class? (Who would you NOT want to sit by in class? 

Why?) 

4. Where is the coolest place at the school? 

5. Tell me a weird word that you heard today. (Or some-

thing weird that someone said.) 

6. If I called your teacher tonight, what would she tell me 

about you? 

 



7. How did you help somebody today? 

8. How did somebody help you today? 

9. Tell me one thing that you learned today. 

10. When were you the happiest today? 

11. When were you bored today? 

12. If an alien spaceship came to your class and 

beamed someone up, who would you want them to 

take? 

13. Who would you like to play with at recess that 

you’ve never played with before? 

14. Tell me something good that happened today. 

15. What word did your teacher say most today? 

16. What do you think you should do/learn more of at 

school? 

17. What do you think you should do/learn less of at 

school? 

18. Who in your class do you think you could be nicer to? 

19. Where do you play the most at recess? 

20. Who is the funniest person in your class? Why is he/

she so funny? 

21. What was your favorite part of lunch? 

22. If you got to be the teacher tomorrow, what would 

you do? 

23. Is there anyone in your class who needs a 0me-out? 

24. If you could switch seats with anyone in the class, 

who would you trade with? Why? 

25. Tell me about three different 0mes you used your 

pencil today at school. 

    
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *     

    

So far, my favorite answers have come from ques0ons 

12, 15 and 21. Ques0ons like the “alien” one give kids a 

non-threatening way to say who they would rather not 

have in their class, and open the door for you to have a 

discussion to ask why, poten0ally uncovering issues you 

didn’t know about before. 

And the answers we get are some0mes really surprising. 

When I asked ques0on 3, I discovered that one of my 

children didn’t want to sit by a best friend in class        

anymore — not out of a desire to be mean or bully, but 

in the hope they’d get the chance to work with other 

people. 

As my kids get older, I know I am going to have to work 

harder and harder to stay engaged with them — but I 

know it’s going to be worth the work. 

Bianca Bagnara               

     Hi Everyone!  

 
One of the biggest issues for both children and adults 

alike is FRIENDSHIP – we all want to belong.  

In my discussions with students, friendship comes across 

as a frequent issue.  As a parent I know how hard it is to 

support a child who is experiencing friendship problems. 

 

Some children seem to get along with 

others easily. They bound in and out of 

groups effortlessly without a care in the 

world. For others, joining in or geQng along with others 

does not seem to come so naturally. This may be be-

cause they have not yet learned the social and emo0onal 

skills they need to get along with others. 

 

Tips for developing children’s friendship skills 

« Arrange plenty of opportuni0es for your child to meet 

lots of different people star0ng right from birth. 

« Children learn from seeing how you treat your friends 

and their friends and 

playmates. 

« Children find it easier to get along with others if they 

can do the same things (e.g., learning to swim or having 

ball skills). 

« Talk with children about how to be with others. (e.g., 

‘When someone comes to visit we say “Hello”’; for an 

older child ‘Being a good sport means saying well done 

to the other person even if you don’t feel like it.’). 

« Play games with them so they learn about coopera0ng 

and considering 

others. 



Naming feelings for children 

«This is very important in helping children learn to man-

age their own 

feelings. It also helps them to start thinking about what 

other children are feeling. Some0mes a two-year-old will 

spontaneously do something to offer comfort for a child 

who is upset or give a dummy to a crying baby. 

« There are lots of opportuni0es for learning about feel-

ings such as frustra0on and anger when there is more 

than one toddler, as they take toys from each other if 

they want something and physically hang on to what 

they have. Adults can help them to say what they feel in 

words, to think about others and to manage frustra0on 

when things don’t go their way (e.g., to help them to 

wait for their turn). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Please contact the school office if you have any 

concerns regarding your children and/or you wish 

to meet with me. 

Robyn Mulholland (Student Well-being  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduc�on to Basic Bookkeeping  and  MYOB  

A short course for those who want to learn how to use a       

computer-based accoun,ng system (MYOB) to perform basic 

bookkeeping procedures. 

Loca�on: Merrilands Community Centre 

Days: Thursdays, 12.30pm–3.00 pm 

Dates: 27 July — 23 November 2017 (no classes public and 

school holidays) 

Dura�on: 16 sessions 

Cost: Concession & Full: $43, Fee for Service: $371 + Service & 

Ameni0es Fee 

Addi�onal cost: workbook (price $29) 

 

 

 

Spelling, Reading and Wri�ng 

A friendly and suppor,ve class for people who want to improve 

their spelling, reading and wri,ng skills for everyday transac,ons 

or for work or further study purposes. 

Loca�on: Merrilands Community Centre 

Days: Wednesday evenings         

Time: 6.00pm—8.30pm 

Dates: Semester 2: 19 July – 6 Dec, 2017 * poten0al to join aJer 

start date 

Dura�on: Semester 2: 19 weeks (No classes during school and 

public holidays) 

Cost: Concession: $50, Full: $71, Fee for Service: $613 + Service & 

Ameni0es Fee 

 

We s0ll do not have anyone to help collate the lunch  

orders on a Friday. It's quite easy and can take about  

10-20 minutes. Sincere thanks to Maureen who  

volunteers and helps us on Wednesdays. If you are  

available to lend a hand on Fridays, please contact 

the office when school returns aJer the holidays. It 

would be a shame to stop lunch orders on a Friday 

and only have lunch orders once a week. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Tuesday, 1st August the school assembly 
has been cancelled due to the builders.  

We aim to have our first Term 3 assembly  
Tuesday  8th of August. 








