
Tue 30 July School Council Meeting  6.30pm 

Thurs 1 Aug 100 Days of School  

Wed 
Thur 

7-15  
August 

Dental Visit Examinations 

Mon  12 Aug 5/6 Swimming Begins 

Fri 16 Aug 
All Star Girls and Boys  Hoop time 
Basketball Tournament. 

Tue 20 Aug 1/2 CERES Excursion 

Fri 23 Aug 
Curriculum Day  
(Students do not attend school) 

Tue 27 Aug Fathers Day Stall 

   

IMPORTANT DATES: 

No. 20   26th of July, 2019 

 

From the Assistant Principal 

 

 

Hello again from the newsletter desk! What a wild, wet 
and windy week it has been, however there has been a lot 
of learning happening in our rooms to keep us all nice and 
warm and distracted from the dreary scenes outside! 

As I have been moving through the school there has been 
a real buzz of activity in our classrooms. You would not 
think that  it is only the second week back.  

  

In our classrooms this week 

STEM: Miss Ibrahim has been working with our 5-6      stu-
dents in their STEM lessons to begin their engineer and 
mathematical challenges. Our grade 5/6 students have 
been challenged to research, design and eventually        
construct billy carts. The unit of work will have students 
working in mixed ability groups to measure materials,    
design plans and construct carts to compete in a  
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competition at the end of the year. We look forward to 
sharing photos in the coming weeks of their work.  

Personification in Room 1: Thanks to Mrs. Ouliaris who 
let me come in and teach her class one of our Writer’s 
Tools- personification. I was delighted to hear students 
providing example of personification using their own     
understanding and also creating definitions of this writing 
strategy. My favourite example of personification was “The 
car’s headlights winked at me as I passed”. Thanks Room 1 
for your ideas and passion! 

Math: Differentiated math groups have started up again 
this week across all grades. I was intrigued to see the work 
happening in Room 9 with mirrors as the class explored 
symmetry.  

Learning through play: When in the Prep area recently I 
was invited in to Room 2 to participate in a development 
play session. Students were accessing the kitchen and shop 
area and using money to purchase and sell goods. I was 
sold a banana and an apple for $2 which I thought was 
quite reasonable, considering my toddler charges me $5 
when we play shops at home! 

Grade 3/4 Poetry:  I stopped by Mrs. Gaeta’s and Mrs. 
Deniese’s room (run by Miss Allitt due to Mrs. Deniese’s 
Long Service Leave) and was treated to some amazing po-
etry! Students have been using synonyms and the power 
of ‘show don’t tell’ to create individualised poems on  
emotions. Students that read to me included imagery such 
as “trapped like a spider web of hate”, “resting peacefully 
in a hammock” and “I hear the joyful music”. I have  
requested a copy of the completed  published book of  
poems for my own office! 

  

100 days of school 

On August 1st, TWPS will be celebrating 100 days of school. 
This is a wonderful milestone for all students, however it is 
a special event for our Prep students and their families.  

 

We look forward to  
celebrating with you ……. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF DATE 
The TERM 3 CURRICULUM DAY is NOW 

Friday 23rd August 2019 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au


 

Dental Van 

Its that time of year again 
where the North Start Dental 
Clinic Van is organizing a trip 
to Thomastown West. A           
reminder to all families that 
the van will be at school from 
Wednesday 7th of August to 
Thursday 15th of August.      
Notices have been sent out last week. If you would like to 
secure your child/children a spot please return those 
forms ASAP.  

Remember- This is a free opportunity to have your 
child’s teeth checked and even some minor treatment at 
no cost to you.   

 Staffing updates 

If you are a parent of a Room 20 student you will already 
be aware that Mrs. Rocca will be taking leave as of  
Monday 29th of July for approximately 6 weeks. We  
welcome the fantastic Miss Jessie Allitt into teach and 
support the students of Room 20, alongside Mrs. Jessica 
Bufalino. Prior to leaving, Mrs. Rocca, Mrs Young and my-
self have supported Jessie and the students of Room 20 in 
their transition. I can assure you that your child's learning 
and well-being is our highest priority. Jessie is an experi-
ence teacher and a regular CRT at Thomastown West. 
From Monday 29th of July, please pop into school to meet 
Jessie, if you are able. 

Prep Enrolments 

We are now taking enrolments for our 2020 Prep classes. 
You may have seen our new signs, organized by Mrs. 
Young advertising this to our community. Please remind 
family, friends and neighbours that if they have a child 
starting school new year and would like them to come to 
our school to enroll them soon. It is important that  
children are enrolled by the end of Term 3 so they can 
participate in our excellent Prep Transition Program in 
Term 4.  

 

We look forward to seeing Mrs. Young back next week. 
We hope you have a lovely weekend with your friends 
and families.  

 
 

Terri Allan 
Assistant Principal 

Room 18 
 

In our writing session room 18 had a great opportunity to 
work with Mr Rosa. The students are working on poetry 
and song writing. Students have been working on rhyming 
words, building their vocab and confidence to perform. 

 
 

 

 

 

In our writing sessions we have been writing songs. We 
have been writing  sentences with words which have been 
randomly chosen relating to our inquiry “ Protecting Our 
Planet”. We got to split in 5 groups. Each group makes a 
sentence with the words. Mr Rosa joined all the sentences 
together which makes a verse. We sang the song to a four 
beat. Mr Rosa showed us a video of a person who can play 
multiple instruments and sing fantastically. His name is 
Jacob Collier and he was amazing to listen to. His music 
also inspired us and gave us some ideas on how to write 
our songs. We did this so it can help us with our writing of 
poetry and to have some fun. 

 

 

 Written by Moussa and Miravenus  Class Captains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Thomastown West Primary School 
 

everyone has the right to  
 

feel comfortable and safe 



Prep  Year 3/4  

Room 2 96 Room 9 98 

Room 3 96 Room 10 95 

Room 8 96 Room 11 97 

Year 1/2  Year 5/6  

Room 1 97 Room 15 93 

Room 4 98 Room 18 94 

Room 5 87 Room 19 94 

Room 6 96 Room 20 97 

Term 3 Week 2 Student Attendance Report  
 

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   
The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  
 

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share 
this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your 

child is not in school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important 

parts of their education.  

Why is regular attendance at school important?  
Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will 

achieve better when they go to school all day, every school day...  
 

 

 

they learn better    they make friends       they are happier    they have a brighter future  
 

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  
other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:  

 

LEARNING STARTS AT 8:45am 
 

 

ATTEND TODAY    ACHIEVE TOMORROW 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOUR CHILD IS AWAY 

WORKING TOGETHER = SUCCESS 



       Stars of the Week 
    Term 3 - Week 2 

Room 1 Mason  Room  9 Jamil 

Room 2 Elena  Room  10 Eric & 

Wayne 

Room 3 Yasmin  Room 15 Seref 

Room 4 Amaziah & Mosa  Room 19 Zahra & 

Room 5 Aarav  Room 20 Amna 

Room 6 Rhyanna    

Room 8 Dimitrios &  

Denison 

   



Hi everyone!  

 

Coping strategies 

Just like adults, kids experience a lot of big feelings. While most of us experiences lots of different  

emotions from day to day, we aren’t always taught how to deal with them or how to cope. Without these 

coping skills, kids are more likely to act out – sending the message that says, ‘I feel out of control, so I’m go-

ing to act out of control’.  You can help your child feel more in control of their emotions by teaching ways to 

self-regulate and some coping skills. Here are five things you can do with your child to help them develop 

coping strategies. Remember, each child has their own personality and every coping strategy works differ-

ently, depending on their level of stress. Don’t be afraid to try out a few of these and keep  

trying if it doesn’t work the first time.  

1. Give words to feelings: Strong emotions can be scary, and fuel strong reactions. When children are 

able to talk about how they’re feeling the emotions can be more manageable. Asking questions about 

their feelings can help them identify their emotions. Examples of questions can be, “How are you feel-

ing right now? “Where do you feel it in your body?” and “What do you think caused it?” 

2. Breathing exercises: A few slow, deep breaths can help kids relax their minds and bodies. One way 

to teach kids is to encourage them to take “bubble breaths”. Tell them to breathe in deeply through 

their nose and then breathe out slowly like they’re trying to blow a bubble.  

3. Exercise and physical activity: This can help get rid of excess energy and boos their mood. Regular 

exercise and physical activities can help keep stress at bay.  

4. Playing music: Whether your child likes to make their own music or listening to calming songs,  

music can affect both the brain and the body. Music can also be used to match a mood – if they need 

cheering up, put on some dance music and have a dance party, if they need to calm down, or can’t 

sleep – try putting on instruments, or weather sounds. 

5. Laughing: It’s a great way to take a mental break from problems. Watching a funny or cute video can 

make you feel better. If you don’t have any funny videos, try telling a joke or a silly story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angelique Vardis ‘Miss V’ 

Wellbeing Team 









Introduction to Basic Bookkeeping & MYOB Skills 
 
A short course for those who want to learn how to use a computer-based accounting system 
(MYOB) to perform basic bookkeeping procedures.  
 Starts Thursday 25 July, 12.30– 3.00 pm, 16 sessions 
at Merrilands Community Centre, 35 Sturdee St, Reservoir    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or visit our website: www.prace.vic.edu.au   

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.prace.vic.edu.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cel.zoobi.sakina.s%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C1cad394381bb4d6f869908d70e519868%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C636993615950430766&sdata=Am4R5nWtAAk



