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From the Principal 
We’ve had a very smooth start to the school term, with the      
majority of students settling into their remote learning quite 
seamlessly. Teachers have already held four morning check-in’s, 
as well as daily small group teaching or instruction for   students 
across the week. The feedback that I have received from staff   
regarding the online learning and teaching is positive, with       
increased levels of attendance and  engagement across the school 
compared to term 2.  
 

Thank you to all parents and carers for who have created a       
supportive learning environment at home. I have included a 
checklist on page 2,  for you to audit your space. We sincerely 
hope that the combination of Class Dojo, Google Classrooms, hard 
copy tasks and video conferencing, as part of our Remote  
Learning during term 3 provides an added support for all  
families. 
 

Remote Learning Attendance 
Even though students are learning remotely, their online       
attendance and online learning is still essential. 
 

Why is attendance of Zoom lessons is important?  

✓ Teachers are recording your child’s attendance  

✓ It supports your child’s learning.  

✓ It supports your child’s wellbeing and friendships. 

✓ Your child will feel more connected to our school and to their 
class mates and friends. 

✓ Your child can receive specific support from their teacher. 
  

What happens when a pupil misses their Zoom meeting?  

✓ They do not know how to complete work set.  

✓ They feel left out in lessons and get behind.  

✓ They can lose their sense of belonging and lose connections 
with their teacher and friends.  

✓ They can become anxious and find it increasing difficult to 

complete their learning.  
 

What can we do to improve your child’s attendance at the      
morning Zoom meeting?  

✓ Ensure your child has a regular bed time.  

✓ Record TV programs to watch the next day.  

✓ Give them their own alarm clock.  

✓ Have them get their bag and uniform ready the night before.  
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IMPORTANT DATES: 
Term 3  -   2020 

Mon 13 Jul First Day of Term 3 

Fri 21 Aug Curriculum Day CANCELLED 

Week 9 
Tue 

15 Sept 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
*Students only attend school at the time of 
their Interview* 

Fri 18 Sept Last Day of Term 3 

✓ Have a quiet time before bed, turn off the TV and all  

devices!  
On-site at TWPS 
Approximately 30-40 students have been on-site this week 
to undertake their remote learning at school. As the           
eligibility for on-site supervision is complex, we again thank 
parents and carers for their understanding. Please             
remember, all students will be learning from home, except 
for students in the following categories: 

✓ children in out-of-home care. 

✓ children deemed by Child Protection and/or Family     
Services to be at risk of harm. 

✓ children identified by the school as vulnerable (including 
via referral from a family violence agency, homelessness 
or youth justice service or mental health or other health      
service and children with a disability). 

✓ Children on days when they are not able to be              
supervised at home and no other arrangements can be 
made because their parents or carers are at work.  

 

If you match one of the above categories and require          
on-site provision for the purpose of providing continuity of 
teaching, learning and support, please contact the Principal 
using the email address below, so that arrangements can be 
made.  thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
 

Masks 
In line with advice from the  Victorian chief Health Officer, 
all school-based staff are currently wearing face coverings 
and maintaining social distancing 
with all students and staff.  
Teachers and Education Support 
Staff will not be required to wear 
face coverings while teaching/
supervising, but those who wish 
to do so, can. Please also note 
that parents/carers will be  
required to wear face coverings and socially distance      
themselves whenever they leave the house, including for 
school drop off and pick up. Together, we can make a   
difference! 
We understand the many challenges associated with remote 
learning and as always, invite your thoughts and feedback 
over the coming weeks. Through our positive collaboration, 
we can work together to ensure the best outcomes for our 
students; which is even more paramount during this           
extraordinary period. 
 

I will continue to keep you updated with the latest news 
from the Department of Education as it comes through.  
 

Education is Powerful, Student Voice Matters, Teachers 

Make a   Difference, Every Day of Remote Learning Counts 

and please stay safe!  
 

Sandi Young 

Principal 
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Does your child have a space at home, just for learning? 

Most families don’t have the luxury of a whole extra room just for learning. But don’t worry. If you have been 

stressing about where to create a space, there are easy ways you can do this!  Instead of focusing on actual 
space, think about creating consistency. You can dedicate a corner of a room, but you can also create learning 

spaces that are more flexible. For example, pull out the same foldable chairs and tables when it is time to learn, 

or create a learning box you can bring to the kitchen table each day. The key is to create a specific routine and 
spot for your child’s learning. At the end of the day, it is most  important to show your child that you value 

learning enough to give it a consistent place in your home. 

 

Does your child have: 

• a suitable desk or table to work at? 

• access to the materials (stationery, work books) or the digital technologies they may need? 

• a chair that they can sit on without becoming uncomfortable too quickly? (But also doesn’t send them to 

sleep by being too comfortable—a properly sized and adjusted office chair is best) 

 
Is there a  space without clutter? 

Too many toys, books, and supplies can crowd a space and create a feeling of chaos. Create an orderly            

environment by decluttering the area. This will greatly help your child focus on their learning. 

 
Are there distractions ? 

After you have dedicated a space for learning, the next thing to do is to remove distractions. Distractions are 

literally anything that takes your child’s focus away from their learning. 

 
Have you considered the lighting? 

Believe it or not, lighting is an important factor in effective learning spaces. In fact, research has proven  that 

low levels of light in rooms affected students’ ability to regulate their natural cycle of sleep and attention.      

Another study found that the more natural light (or lighting that mimicked natural sunlight), the greater the 
students’ school attendance, achievement, and overall health. From these studies we learn that lighting can 

affect a child’s energy, attention, and achievement levels. 

 
 

What about the noise levels? 

Competing noise makes listening difficult for all children, especially when your 
child is trying to Zoom with their teacher. Good listening conditions are created 

when the external background noise is low. Encourage other family members  to 

work  quietly or in a separate area wherever possible.  
 
 

 

Can you see what your child is working on? 

Above all, your child’s learning space should be where you or another 
adult is able to monitor your child's learning as much as possible. Don’t 

forget, your child’s teacher is available on ZOOM every morning and 1pm 

on a Tuesday and Thursday to support your child.  
 

An environment in which your child feels comfortable and able to focus 

on learning will work best. A space for learning is best if it’s a family 

space, and preferably not in a bedroom. It should be a place that can be 
quiet at times and have a strong internet signal, if possible.  



Hi Everyone,  

We are back at school for Term 3! I’m happy to see so many excited and refreshed children ready for an-

other Term of learning. 

It was disappointing for a lot of us to learn we had to go back to remote learning, but once again I’ve been 

impressed by the resilience and courage shown by our kids in adapting to these changes.  

With the new term has come a new way of remote learning! We are now checking in with Zoom calls. 

Zoom technology can be a great way to connect with people and can stop us from feeling isolated or  

lonely while we are social distancing. But there are some things we need to be aware of too.  

When we are on a zoom call we need to remember we are representing our school values. This means all 

children must behave with:  

Respect:  

➢ Be courteous and polite in all online communications                                               

➢ Allow others to use the computers and iPad without interference                                                                              

➢ Listen to the teacher and be respectful when they or other students are talking 

 

Responsibility:  

➢ Only use school approved apps and  websites     

➢  Keep your password safe 

➢ Only talk to those who you know and  trust online                                                                                                             

➢ Report any cyberbullying or inappropriate material immediately  

Empathy  

➢ Understand we are all learning new things, some people might have trouble learning how to do 

things. We must show empathy and help where we can! 

Resilience  

➢ Keep trying, even though it might be a bit weird and 

difficult right now.  

 

You can get through this!  

Remember! Everyone has a right to feel comfortable and 

everyone has a right to work and learn.  

This includes in our Zoom classrooms.  

 

Angelique Vardis 

Student Welfare 

 



Term 3  - Week 1 

Stars of the Week 

Imran 2 For being ready to learn every morning, concentrating hard  
during the Zoom meetings and completing his work. Well done! Imran! 

Baria  3 For getting onto Zoom and following instructions. Keep it up! Good work!  

Jaiden  4 For having a great start back to Term 3 remote learning. I have loved seeing 
your pieces of work each day.  

Sidra 5 For having a positive start to term 3 and remote learning  
onsite. Keep up the great work.  

Anthony  6 For following instructions during Zoom and trying his best. 

 Johronephan 
 

Nimrat 

19 Being SUPER ORGANISED during our reading session on Zoom. You read so 
beautifully. Well done Johronephan! 

For showing great listening and understanding during our  

Muhamed 

 

20 
 

For always being early, ready for learning and organised for our zoom ses-
sions. FANTASTIC! 

Anastasia  9 Well done Anastasia for turning in The Winter simile sheet and for coming 
up with awesome similes.  

Fatima  10 For being resilient during remote learning this week. You have encountered 
many challenges but you have not given up. You have kept on trying to 

overcome these. Well done Fatima!  should be very proud of yourself.  

Baneen  11 For troubleshooting some problems on Google Classroom and asking for 

Japjyot  12 For always having a positive and responsible attitude towards his learning 

Michael L  15 Empathy-Always looking out for other people and lending a hand where 
needed. Consistently showing support to all, while remote learning via 

Google Classrooms! Amazing  

Summer 16 For approaching our zoom sessions with a positive attitude and always 
striving to do her best. Keep up the great start Summer!  

Mateen 17 For making an excellent start to Term 3  remote learning! Keep up the posi-
tive attitude Mateen!  

Dean  18 Striving to be his best and demonstrating responsibility in his approach to 
remote learning. Keep it up!  

Aya Art For her dedication and commitment in producing an outstanding “Masked 
Selfie”.  You can be very proud of yourself!  

Arman Auslan Well done Arman on posting your video demonstrating how you feel using 
the correct hand signs. What a super star!  



 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share 

this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your 

child is not participating in their Zoom meeting or completing their Term 3 Learning Pack tasks,  
they will be missing out on many important parts of their education.  

 

Why is regular online attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance, even during the remote learning period,  will mean that your child 
has a better chance in life.  
 

✓they learn better  ✓they connect with friends  ✓they are happier   ✓they have a brighter future  

’ … 

If your child is missing That equals Which is 
If this pattern continues over 

13 years of schooling... 

10 minutes per day 50 minutes per week 
Almost 1.5 weeks  

of the school year 
Almost half of a school year 

20 minutes per day 1 hour 40 minutes per week 
Over 2.5 weeks  

of the school year 
Almost 1 school year 

30 minutes per day Half a day of school per week 4 weeks per school year Almost 1.5 school years 

1 hour per day 1 day per school week 8 weeks per school year Over 2.5 school years 



Prep  Year 3/4  

Room 2 66% Room 9 65% 

Room 3 71% Room 10 81% 

Year 1/2  Room 11 84% 

Room 4 73% Room 12 85% 

Room 5 90% Year 5/6  

Room 6 65% Room 15 85% 

Room 19 41% Room 16 66% 

Room 20 65% Room 17 81% 

  Room 18 74% 

Term 3  Week  2  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           

The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   
The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  
 

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

 

Well done to all of the students who  
have attended their ZOOM 

learning meeting every day. 
 

 

 

The room in Week 2 that had the         

BEST ATTENDANCE     

was Room 5 

Great News!  
Thomastown West Primary School is taking enrolments for Prep (and other grade levels) for the 2021 school year.  
If you are interested in enrolling at Thomastown West Primary School for 2021, please visit our school  website or 
the Thomastown West Primary School 2020 Facebook page or collect an enrolment pack from the General 
Office.  The Office can be contacted on 94654317. Coming soon… a virtual tour of our wonderful school!!! 







 

Congratulations to  
Room 19 with 

102 Dojo points !!! 
You are the class with the 
    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Week 2 Term 3 

 Prep Elina 

6 Dojos 

Grade 

1/2 

Johronephan 

13  Dojos  

Grade 

3/4 

Japjyot 

7 Dojos  

Grade 

5/6 

Jamie, Mohamad S 

and Malak 

6 Dojos 

Top  

earner 

across 

the  

school! 

Johronephan 

13 Dojos 



 

Remote Learning - Auslan  





What's happening in  

Thomastown/Lalor ? 
 

 

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Thomastown Library is offering bundles of Books, Magazines and DVDs 

for you to borrow in your Community Language. Due to the closure of the library, we will 
take requests for bundles of books in your language to be selected by library staff and post-
ed to your home FREE of charge through our new Click & Post service! 

Place your order, letting us know what language you read in, and whether you would like a 
bundle of magazines, DVDs or books sent to you.  

The languages available at Thomastown Library are: 

✓ Arabic 

✓ Macedonian 

✓ Italian 

✓ Turkish 

✓ Vietnamese (magazines and DVDs) 

 You can place your order via: 

 email:gwest@yprl.vic.gov.au or call 9464 1864 

We will then post out our selection to you. Include your library card number and current 
 address so we can post your items to you as soon as possible.  

You can also include the types of items you wish to receive in your bundle, e.g. magazines, 
DVDs, books so that we can ensure you get the items you would like. 

We will put together a bundle that's right for you! 

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Learn at Home 

Don't put your studies on hold when you can learn at home! Learn from the comfort 
of your own home using our easy-to-use remote learning tools. Experience live  
discussions and access our virtual classrooms using your computer, laptop or mo-
bile device.  

Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or visit our website:  
https://prace.vic.edu.au/learn-at-home/   
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What does Parentline do: 
Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 
• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and interpreting 

service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 
you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 
We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

• family breakdown 

• parental stress 

Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 

anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  










