
No.15  5th June 2020 
From the Assistant Principal 
 

Good afternoon Thomastown West parents, students and 
friends. It is lovely to have spent our second week with our 
Prep, Grade One and Grade Twos. We look forward to         
welcoming our Grade 3-6s back on Tuesday and having our 
community of learners back in our classrooms. 
 

Welcome back- What gate do I use? 
Just a reminder that when returning onsite we have a different 
system of entering and exiting the school. Please pay attention 
to the signs at the front of the school and also the table on 
page 4. 

Thomastown West  Primary School  

NEWSLETTER 
98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074 – Ph: 9465 4317  
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IMPORTANT DATES: 
Term 2  -   2020 

Tues 9 June 
Students in Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will      
return to school . 

**Please return your loaned devices** 

Fri 19 June 
Facebook Live Assembly 2.30pm 
Last live assembly for the term 

Fri 19 June 
Semester One Reports  emailed to       
Parents and Carers 

Mon 
Tues 

22 June 
23 June 

Interpreters at school to support parents 
& carers reading their child’s reports.  

Wed 24 June 

Parent/Teacher ONLINE Conferences 
 

Students also attend online conference 
with their parents or carers and teacher. 
 

A note will be sent to families via Compass 
on Monday about the changes to our 
Parent/Teacher Conferences this term. 

Fri 26 June 
Last Day of Term 2 
Students dismissed at 1:15pm 

Term 3  -   2020 

Mon 13 Jul First Day of Term 3 

Week 6 
Fri 

21 Aug 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Week 8 
Thurs 

3 Sept SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Water Bottles 
Due to our extra health and safety precautions, for the 
rest of this term students will be unable to use the school 
drinking taps and fountains. It is more important than 
ever that every child has their own, individual water 
bottle. Water bottles can be filled up during the day and 
will be taken outside for recess and lunch. Please also 
make sure bottles are labelled.  
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
As you will have seen in the last newsletter, we have 
scheduled our Parent Teacher interviews for Wednesday 
24th of June. Please jump on COMPASS to book your 
appointment with your child’s classroom teacher. Using 
COMPASS you are able to book an interpreter. 
 

This term, in line with the COVID-19 Health and Safety 
precautions in place, our Parent/teacher Conferences 
will be run via Zoom. Once your booking is confirmed 
you will receive a Zoom link to your conference. It will be 
sent by your child’s classroom teacher directly to your 
email. 
 

Camps, Sport and Excursion Fund Applications 
An important reminder that  
applications  for the Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund (CSEF) Applications 
close on July24th 2020.Families holding 

valid-means tested concession card or temporary foster 
parents are eligible to apply. CSEF provides payments for 
eligible students to attend activities such as swimming, 
camps, excursion and  school-organised sport events and 
competitions. Come and see Suzi or Sakina to find out 
more about CSEF.  
 
Reconciliation Week 
This week, as we should every week, we acknowledge 
the long and often challenging history of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people. We acknowledge a history 
of dispossession, stolen children and high rates of       
incarceration. We are proud of the work we do here at 
TWPS to teach tolerance amongst our younger  
generations. We are proud of our diversity and join you 
all in supporting an honest and robust reconciliation  
process.  
I hope you have a lovely weekend with your family. I 
know that this weekend will be a nice interlude for our    
P-2 students who have returned back to school with such 
positivity and energy.  
 
Terri Allan 
Assistant Principal 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au


Term 2  - Week 8 

Stars of the Week 

Taliesha  2 Being my best. For starting at a new school, joining in cheerfully, and trying 
hard at all her learning.  

Aj  3 Enthusiastically participating in learning about Autumn.  

Martin  4 For trying his best at all times. You try really hard in every writing session and 
should be very proud of yourself! Well done!  

Alex  5 For coming to school in a positive frame of mind. Keep it up Alex!  

Kacey  6 Passing purple SSP level  

Elena  19 For always applying herself to take responsibility when given to her by the 
teacher.  

Baraa  

 

20 
 

For striving to be his best in reading his take home reader and returning it  
everyday.  

Yousef  9 For showing persistence in completing placement tests in CARS and STARS 

Mason  10 For striving to be his best when completing work and being a  
responsible member of the Thomastown West Community and helping  
students in need.  

Lily  11 For her positive attitude and the consistent effort she has demonstrated  
learning from home.  

Japjyot  12 For taking responsibility for his home learning and striving to do his best with 
all tasks.  

Dalena  15 For a great effort to engage in online learning since being back at school. She 
has completed assignments and tasks and should be proud of her efforts! Well 
done!  

Fatima  16 For  striving to be her best and consistently engaging on google classroom 
while being onsite during remote learning.  

Halid  17 For consistently communicating on Google Classroom and taking  
responsibility for his learning by seeking feedback! Well done Halid!  

Sara  18 For her positive attitude and the consistent effort she has demonstrated  
learning from home.  

Jamil 
Tifa 

Art For consistently submitting their Art tasks and completing them to an  
exceptional standard!  Congratulations! 

Mia  Music For consistently submitting her music work and completing it to an excellent 
standard. Brava Mia!  

Perla and Steven  PE For consistently submitting their weekly PE activities. Well done I loved  
watching your videos.  

Cassie  Auslan For striving to be her best and posting wonderful photos of her 

Auslan learning. What a super star! Well done Cassie! 



Hi everyone! 

I have spoken to some parents this week who have 
been anxious about their child’s return to school. You  
can relax with the knowledge that Thomastown West 
Primary are following the safety protocols including   
intensive cleaning spacing between staff members and 
having plenty of hand sanitiser available. 

 

 

Going back to school after the en-
forced break is a source of mixed emotions for many 
children. Some  
students enjoy face-to-face interactions and just cannot 
wait to reconnect with friends and teachers. Others 
who have appreciated the break from constantly being 
emotionally switched on when at school may be more 
reluctant to return.  

Regardless of how your child reacts there is bound to 
be a level of anxiety attached to returning to school 
after such a long break. 

Park your expectations 

School undoubtedly will be a different experience for 
students post COVID-19. It may require you to adjust 
your learning expectations, so patience is definitely  
required. Education is a long game, so if you are  
worried About your child missing the educational beat, 
recognise that this experience has been a blip on the 
educational curve!   

Understand that their anxiety is real 

An anxious child desperately wants a parent to  
understand that they feel anxious. It is important that 
parents or caregivers recognise that their anxiety is  
real. “Ah, I see you’re worried that you won’t know 
what to do when you go to school” is the type of  
response that an anxious child wants from a parent. 
Validating your child’s feelings will help them feel safe 
and secure, putting them in a good position to make a 
return to school. “Mum/dad know that I’m feeling   
nervous” is very reassuring  for a child. 

Prepare them 

Worriers and anxious types in particular, like to know 
what is ahead. Prepare your child for a return by  
discussing the safety procedures the school will have in 
place, such as hand sanitiser and extra cleaning. Ask 
your child what they are looking forward to and check 
in with how they are feeling about a return. Check in 
regularly with how they are feeling. 

Focus on reconnection 

Make reconnection the theme for your child’s  
return to school. He or she will have to reconnect with 
friends, teachers and learning, which takes time. In all 
likelihood, your child’s teachers will use many strategies 
to help your child connect with their friends, reflect on 
their time at home and move them back into full-time 
learning mode. Support these activities and reassure 
your child that they will feel comfortable very soon with 
their school experience. 

Stay off the roundabout for a while 

This period will mirror the start of the school year when 
your child had to adjust to new teachers, different 
classmates and a new year level. Adjusting to change 
takes a great deal of personal energy, so your child or 
young person may become tired, grumpy, even moody   

at home. Make allowances for these personal changes 
and make sure they have plenty of free time to unwind 
after school to relax and play. 

Last not least… take care of yourself! 

In recent months parents and teachers have been doing 
significant emotional labour. The learning and  
adjustment curves have been massive, with little time 
to relax and take a break. Consider your own emotions 
and make your wellbeing a priority, which will make it 
easier for you to stay calm if your child experiences 
difficulties. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has thrown many difficulties,  
requiring us all to quickly adapt to new situations. Flexibility 
is a prime characteristic of resilient people, so if nothing 
else, getting through these times will make us all more  
resilient.   

Mike Palfrey 
Student Well-Being Officer 



From 

26th May 

  
WHO 

DROP 

 OFF 

TIME 

DROP OFF 

LOCATION 

(Parent & Carer 
waiting space) 

DROP OFF 

GATE 

END OF 
DAY 

PICK UP 
TIME 

END OF DAY PICK 
UP LOCATION / 
(Parent & Carer 
waiting space)  

PICK UP 

GATE 

  
Essential 
workers 

  
8:00am -
8:30am 

  
Multi-Purpose 

Room 

  
Please enter via 

Main gate 
front of school 

  

  
3:15pm 

  
Prep – 2 s:  
as  below 

Grades 3-5:  
undercover area 
at 3/4 building 

(near Room 12)  

  
Please exit via 

Main gate 
front of school 

  

  
Families 

with more 
than one 

child 

  
8:45am 

  
Front of school 

area 

  
Please enter via 

Main gate 
front of school 

  

  
2:45pm 

  
Front of school 

area 
  

  
Please exit via 

Main gate 
front of school 

  

  
Preps 

Room 2 
Room 3 

  

  
9:00am 

  
Front grass area 

  

  
Please enter via 

school’s          
previous         
entrance 

double gates 
on Main street 

  
2:45pm 

  
Front grass area 

  

  
Please exit via 

school’s          
previous          
entrance 

double gates 
on Main street 

  
Grade 1/2 

Room 4 
Room 5 
Room 6 

  

  
9:15am 

  
Front of Hub 
garden area 

  
  

  
Please enter via 
 Thomastown 

West Communi-
ty Hub single 

gate 

  
3:00pm 

  

  
Front of Hub  
garden area 

  
  

  
Please exit via 
 Thomastown 

West  
Community Hub 

single gate 

  
Grade 1/2 
Room 19 
Room 20 

  
9:15am 

  

  
Basketball court 

  

  
Please enter via 

Main gate 
front of school 

  
3:00pm 

  
Basketball 

court 
  

  
Please exit via 

Main gate 
front of school 

  
From 9th 

June 
  

Grade 3/4 
Rooms 

9,10,11,12 

  
9:00am 

  
Bike Shed  

double gate 

  
Please enter via 

double gate 
near the new 

Bike Shed 
through the car 

park. 

  
2:45pm 

  
Bike Shed double 

gate 

  
Please exit via 
double gate 

near the new 
Bike Shed 

through the  
car park. 

  
From 9th 

June 
  

Grade 5/6 
Rooms 

15,16,17,18 

  
9:30am 

  

  
Bike Shed  

double gate 

  
Please exit via 
double gate 

near the new 
 Bike Shed 

through the car 
park. 

  
3:15pm 

  
Bike Shed double 

gate 

  
Please exit via 
double gate 

near the new 
 Bike Shed 

through the  
car park. 

  

TWPS Adjusted Arrangements for Drop off and Pick up 



Please remember, the car park is for STAFF ONLY. However, from the 9th June 2020, we will 

have the  TWPS driveway gate open and TWPS staff supervising students in grades 3-6     

entering and exiting via the double gates near the new bike shed. Student safety is our    

priority! From the photos below, you can see that we will be blocking cars from entering 

the car park via the TWPS driveway, as well as the TWPS end of the car park. 
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