Thomastown West Primary School

NEWSLETTER
98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074 – Ph: 9465 4317
Email: thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Website: www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au

IMPORTANT DATES:
Mon

3-5 June

3/4 Doxa City Camp

Fri

7 June

Team Assemblies - 2:30pm
Please join your child in their building

Mon

10 June

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Students do not attend school

Tue

25 June

Wed

26 June

Fri

28 June

Mon

15 July

Reports available ONLINE for parents
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Students only attend school at the
time of their interview.
Last day of term 2
(Students dismissed at 1.15pm)
First day of term 3
No. 14 31st May 2019

From the Principal
Hello everyone and welcome to another week of learning
at our fabulous school!
Literacy and numeracy are the foundation for learning and
success throughout life. At Thomastown West, we ensure
that the focus remains on these two areas of the
curriculum. We support our students in developing a range
of capabilities so they can progress and succeed through
all stages of learning and participate as positive and
productive members of our society.
Our teachers ensure that the students’ individual needs
are recognised and catered for by presenting learning
opportunities that enable students to be engaged in the
learning and challenge to achieve the best of their ability.

We also recognise that parents are the children’s first and
ongoing teachers, you play a key role in supporting your
children’s learning from birth to adulthood. We encourage
you as parents and carers, to assist us with this vital work.
Here are some ways you can make a difference:
✓ read to your children
✓ learn number facts whilst chopping onions at the
kitchen bench,
✓ have conversations about everyday events on the
news
✓ engage in family discussions about books or favourite
television shows or apps
✓ count the cars on the opposite side of the road on
your way to the shops.

What other opportunities can you explore in the home
environment that promotes the use of literacy and
numeracy?
If you would like any ideas, please speak with your child’s
classroom teacher during Parent/Teacher Interviews.

Parent/Teacher Interviews
After the success in 2018, this year we will use COMPASS
again for booking our Parent/Teacher Meetings. From
Wednesday afternoon YOU can book your child(ren)
meeting ONLINE using COMPASS! (We will not activate the
button until Tuesday 9:30am. Do not panic if you can’t find
where to click as it may not work until 4:00pm Wednesday
afternoon).
GREAT NEWS! When you use COMPASS to book a meeting
with your teacher, it will be a time that you choose, which
suits YOUR FAMILY! This year, it is really easy to let us
know (on Compass) if you require an interpreter!
For help please look on the pages later in this newsletter or
go to our school website.

For parents that do not have access to the Internet at
home, at work, Thomastown Library, or at a friend’s house,
support will be available at the Office from Thursday 6th
June 2019 onwards, so that parents can still make
bookings online. The Parent/Teacher meetings is strictly 15
minutes and spaces are limited.
Parents can change their bookings, any time prior to the
closing date, by re-visiting COMPASS, and following the
instructions. Remember to use the same COMPASS log in,
you used when you made your original booking. Parents
wishing to change their meeting times after the closing
date, should contact the school directly on: 9465 4317.

Buddies
Every Wednesday at 2:15pm the whole school participates
in a Student Engagement, Wellbeing and Inclusion hour that
focuses on our School Values, School Wide Positive
Behaviour and Respectful Relationships. Every third
Wednesday, our Buddy Classes get together to complete
the wellbeing activity together.
Research tells us that social connections can have a huge
impact on our mental wellbeing and resilience (our ability
to survive major challenges). Mental health and wellbeing
is vital for learning and life. Children who are mentally
healthy learn better, benefit from life experiences and have
stronger and more positive relationships. Please enjoy the
photos on the next page, from our Buddy classes.

Buddies @ TWPS

Crazy Hair Day

Team Assembly next week

Congratulations to our Student Representative Council
(SRC) who organised a successful fundraiser. Our amazing
SRC leaders have lead this initiative and have raised $176.05
for State Schools’ Relief. State Schools’ Relief is a not for profit

Today the Whole School Assembly was cancelled due to
the predicted weather forecast. If your child was
receiving STAR of the WEEK award this week, it will be
presented at the Team Assembly next week Friday the
7th of June in your child’s building from 2:20pm.

organisation that supports Victorian government school students
by providing new school uniforms, shoes and educational
resources for those students in need. They work side by side with
all Victorian Primary, Secondary, Special Developmental and
Language schools to ensure that any students facing hardship
have the necessary clothing and appropriate footwear for school.
State Schools’ Relief ensures that every student, regardless of
their background, can fully participate in education. Having a
uniform and looking like everyone else ensures that all students
feel included and valued. Thank you to everyone who
contributed a gold coin to this meaningful fundraiser!

Breakfast Club
We love that TWPS can provide FREE before school care
from 8:00am. It is also fantastic that we can offer a FREE
breakfast to students because we have developed and
sustained amazing partnerships with a variety of local
companies and agencies. But, if you have already had
breakfast… that’s ok! Breakfast Club is also available to
provide supervision of students before 8:30am. It is a
student’s personal responsibility, if they arrive at school
before 8:30am, they must attend Breakfast Club!

Year 3/4 Camp
Year 3/4’s will be off on camp in one week! The final
note was sent out to parents on Compass this week. The
students are heading into Melbourne for the Doxa City
Camp. We wish them a great time and look forward to
hearing their stories when they return.

Road Safety around TWPS
Keeping our students safe as they get to and from
school is everyone’s responsibility! As children come to
and from school it’s important for drivers, pedestrians
and cyclists to be aware and take extra care during these
busy times. Even a small reduction in speed could save
a child’s life! To help keep our kids safe, it’s important
for drivers to:
✓ slow down in school speed zones during school times
✓ be extra cautious around schools
✓ be aware that young children can be unpredictable
and difficult to see

School staff are rostered on for yard duty (supervision)
before school, during recess, lunch and after school. School
grounds are supervised before school from 8:30am in Area
A and the Basketball Court. Students on school grounds
outside these times will not be supervised.

Education is Powerful, Student Voice Matters, Teachers
Make a Difference & Every Day of Learning Counts!

Parents and carers are requested to ensure that students do
not arrive early or stay late after school unless they are
attending Breakfast Club or after school care with OSHClub.
If your child attends Breakfast Club, please encourage
them to
✓ Live by the School Values and follow our Breakfast Club
agreement
✓ Bring a book to read or a deck of cards or something to
colour in, etc… to enjoy after breakfast before 8:30am.

We are now taking enrolments for our
2020 Prep classes.

Sandi Young
Principal

Please inform family and neighbours…
if they have a child starting school next year and would
like them to come to our school.
Please enrol them soon!
It is important that children are enrolled so that they
can participate in our much loved Prep Transition
program later in the year!

We are hoping to send home your LOG IN details next
week - we are just waiting to hear back from COMPASS.

National Sorry Day Excursion
On Monday, some of our Aboriginal students attended an event to help commemorate
National Sorry Day. Activities included a fire ceremony, a Sorry Walk led by Uncle Herb Patten
and musical performances.
“Two other Koori students and I got the chance to go to the Sorry Day event held at The
Council Office, South Morang. We saw Brett Lee sing and saw the acknowledgments being
spoken in different languages. We also participated in the Sorry Walk. I really enjoyed the
walk because we got to get fresh air and listen to stories about Aboriginal history.”
Aaren
“I went to the National Sorry Day excursion with Mr P and other students. We joined a Sorry
Walk where we walked to different points. During the walk, Uncle Herb told us about what
Sorry Day means. I had some nice meals and we listened to great music. I had a good day.”
Eliza
“The fire ceremony was really great, the smoke smelled nice. That was the first time I had
seen a fire ceremony before, and it was very interesting. We all had to line up and walk
through smoke that was made from burning gum leaves. I also saw Uncle Herb play a song on
the gum leaves which was cool. The singing during the day was really relaxing.”
Ashaan

Term 2 Week 6 Student Attendance Report
As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.
The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.
The shaded boxes below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.
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Room 2

85%

Room 9

91%

Room 3

91%

Room 10

90%

Room 8

86%

Room 11

90%

/6

/
Room 1

90%

Room 15

88%

Room 4

89%

Room 18

91%

Room 5

89%

Room 19

90%

Room 6

92%

Room 20

90%

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share
this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement. If your
child is not in school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important
parts of their education.
Why is regular attendance at school important?
Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will
achieve better when they go to school all day, every school day...
✓they learn better

✓they make friends

✓they are happier

✓they have a brighter future

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but
other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning. See below:

LEARNING STARTS AT 8:45am
ATTEND TODAY ACHIEVE TOMORROW
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOUR CHILD IS AWAY
WORKING TOGETHER = SUCCESS

Parent Code of Conduct at Thomastown West PS
A code of conduct for parents and visitors ensures that everyone who visits the school site is able
to do so in a safe, respectful and harmonious manner and to ensure that students, staff, parents
and other visitors are not subjected to aggressive, hostile, disrespectful or violent behaviours.
At Thomastown West Primary School we believe the following:
✓ We all have the right to do as much work and learning as possible.
✓ We all have the right to feel comfortable and safe.
We have 5 key school VALUES which we encourage everyone to live by our school values:

Respect

Responsibility

Resilience

Empathy and Strive to be our best

We teach the children that:
✓

Values guide the way we think, speak and behave.

✓

Values help us to decide what is right and what is wrong.

At Thomastown West Primary School, Parents and visitors are expected to:
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓

Treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy.
Ensure their child/children are punctual to class.
Make appointments in advance of expecting to obtain an interview.
Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference.
Discuss issues or concerns about the school, staff or students through the correct
procedures.
Follow school procedures governing entry and behaviour on school grounds, including any
restrictions that may be imposed.

Under no circumstance are parents to approach another student or parent regarding any
incidents or issues.
Your co-operation is sought in maintaining a safe and happy school.

Hi Everyone!
This week I found a great activity, which
encourages positive self-talk and is an amazing way
to boost self-esteem and develop positive thinking.
This is an activity you can do with the family, or
with a group of young people. You can even do it
for yourself to boost confidence!
Self-talk is your inner voice, the one in your mind
that says things you don’t usually say out loud. It is
the running commentary that is going on in the
background. This self-talk can have a big influence
on how we feel about who we are. Positive self-talk
is about recognising the truth about situations and
yourself; accepting you will make mistakes but
bringing the positive out of the negative to do
better and move forward. The more you work on
improving your self-talk, the easier you find it and
by working on replacing the negative thoughts with
the positive ones you are more likely to feel in
control of things going on in your life and achieve
your goals.
This is an activity designed for young children to
boost their self-talk and remind them of their
strengths. I encourage you to try this if they are
looking too negatively on every situation.

This wonderful activity encourages young people to
remember their own strengths, and can help them
learn the many different strengths a person can
have. When you catch your child thinking too
negatively on things, ask them to write down some
positive adjectives they remember and look for the
positives in the situation. Remind your children of
the strengths they picked for themselves and the
strengths they chose to grow in.
Angelique Vardis
Student Well Being

Well done to all the boys and girls who
are coming to school every day.

To do this activity you just follow a few easy steps:
1. Look online or use the list of words on the next
page to find a list of positive adjectives.
2. Go through the list with your children and find
any words they don’t know. Explain their
meaning.
3. Ask the children to choose adjectives for the
following categories
✓ 5 strengths they think they are most likely
to be known for in their family and friends
✓ 5 strengths they would like to see in themselves
✓ 5 strengths they think they would need to
show to do better at school
✓ Pick a positive adjective that starts with the
same alphabet as their first name (e.g.
punctual Penny)

Room 6 had the BEST ATTENDANCE
for Week 6 Term 2.

Breakfast Club
All the students have been so polite and helpful
at breakfast club, thank you!
Just a reminder that the breakfast club runs
from 8.00am to 8.30am and is located at the
Multi-Purpose Room. There is toast, cereal, fruit
and Milo available.

Remember:

Please note students are required to stay in the
room until Mrs Young arrives on Yard Duty at
8.30am.

Cross Country Divisional
Well done to Mary and Elin who competed in Divisional Cross Country Championships at
Bundoora Park this week. Mary finished 31th and Elin finished 38th in a very
competitive race. Well done to the girls for their excellent efforts.

