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The TWPS WORKING BEE is
tomorrow 9am - 2pm!
Sat

27May School Working Bee (9am-2pm)

Mon

29 May 1/2 CERES Excursion

Thurs

1 June

5/6 Scienceworks Excursion

Thurs

8 June

3/4 Wildlife Educational Presentation

Mon

12

Queens Birthday Public Holiday (No School)
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We’d love you all to come along and
join us at school. We’ll be giving the
school a big tidy up and offering a FREE
sausage in bread to those who come along.
Grade 3/4 City Doxa Camp was Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday this week. Camps and over night experiences can
provide a valuable experience for children to learn and
develop.

19th May, 2017

From the Principal
Hello everyone,
We are now more than halfway through the term and at the
end of week 6 on Friday. Time certainly flies when you are
having fun!
Education Week at Thomastown West has been a great
success! Thank you to all those who attended our open
morning and P-2 Maths night. What a fantastic achievement
to have over 40 families (more than 100 people) attend our
school Wednesday evening. Congratulations to the P-2 team
for hosting such a valuable and enjoyable event.

I had the pleasure of visiting our ‘campers’ on
Wednesday night. All of the students were living by our
school values and were thoroughly enjoying themselves.
I was most impressed with the students who overcame
their fear with the height of the Eureka Tour. Thank you
to Mrs Raif, Mrs Santiglia, Mrs Koullinos and Mr Christie
for attending camp. We certainly appreciate that you
have given up your personal time and we hope you have
a chance to catch up on your sleep over the weekend.
Special thanks to Mrs Raif for organising another
outstanding camping experience!

Student Illness
As the weather becomes colder we are more likely to have
children who become sick at school. Please ensure your child is
well enough to cope with the demands of a classroom if they
have already been unwell in the morning or over the weekend.
We have sent some sick children home over the last fortnight
and in a number of cases they have come to school being
unwell. The staff can only offer basic first aid. If your child is
running a
fever, coughing persistently and/or obviously
unwell, they really need a warm bed and rest.
Please do not send sick children to
school as it is your responsibility to
make
provision for their care. If
we ring you to collect your child it is
important that you come straight
away or make arrangements for
your child to be collected.

PLEASE Talk To Your Children About Dares
We already know that part of growing up includes making
mistakes. When we were young though, if someone dared us
to do something silly, it was face to face. A dare wasn’t
considered worth it if there was no one to see you do it. That
also meant that, if something went wrong, there were other
children around to help, or at least to run off screaming for the
grown-ups. Today, though, dares can happen through the
Internet, with children taking video of themselves completing
(or trying to complete) dangerous challenges.
The best defence against something like this happening in your
family is to be open and honest with your children about the
challenges they’ll face. While dares like this have existed for
many years, this new form of dares is something you have to
stop with words, and with trust. Make it clear that your
children can come to you, and that you will listen to them
without judgment when they talk about stuff like this.
Children want acceptance, and accomplishing a dare (no
matter how ridiculous it may look to us adults) is a way to do
that. Which is why, even if you disapprove, you should make
sure your children feel safe coming to you and asking about
these things. And, no matter how silly something seems,
remember that children don’t have the ability to assess risks
like adults do. Their brains have not biologically developed
yet. You need to talk to them, and point out all the things they
have not yet thought of which makes this dare a bad idea. Best
of all, though, these dares are a great way to teach risk
assessment, and problem solving. Walking your children
through the challenge, and why it’s a bad idea, means that
next time they’ll be able to recognize a dangerous challenge
when someone throws down the gauntlet.
As parents, it is more important than ever that we teach our

children how to set boundaries. One of the most
important boundaries comes in the form of how they
use their social media including any YouTube accounts
that they may have created, open the discussion
about social media self-esteem. In order to make sure
that your children stay healthy and successful, make
sure that you are taking the necessary time to learn
what you need to about monitoring their technology
use.

I have advised the grade 5/6 students again about the
dangers of daring each other to complete tasks and the
risks of peer pressure. I have also spoken to Grade 3-6
children and made it clear that ‘daring’ games are not
permitted at school. This is to help keep all students
safe. I would encourage all parents and carers to have a
conversation with their child/children about their
online activities and their privacy settings. If you
require support with this, please don't hesitate to
contact me.
2018 Preps at TWPS
We are now taking enrolments for our 2018 Prep
classes. Please inform family, friends and neighbours
that if they have a child starting school next year and
would like them to come to our wonderful school to
enrol them soon. It is important that children are
enrolled well before the end of Term 3 so that they can
participate in our excellent Prep Orientation Program in
Term 4. School tours are available:

 Tuesdays 9:30am
 Wednesday 9:30am
 Friday 9:30am
Just call the Office on 9465 4317 to book in.
Education
Matters,
Teachers Make a
Difference
&
Every Day
Counts!
Sandi Young
Principal

SAVE THE DATE
Two important EVENTS at Thomastown West Primary School

1.
WORKING
BEE

WHERE: Thomastown West Primary School
WHEN: TOMORROW 27th May 2017
TIME:

9am-2pm

WHO: anyone: mums, dads, grandparents, uncles, aunts,
relatives, brothers, sisters, friends, neighbours.
WHAT: Come dressed appropriately for sweeping, hosing,

weeding, wheelbarrowing, planting, shovelling, pruning.
A BBQ will be provided.

2.

Please note the CHANGE OF DATE

Parent /

NOW

Teacher

THURSDAY 29th JUNE 2017

Interviews

More information will be included in the newsletter
in the coming weeks.

Stars Of the Week
Term2 Week 6

Room 1

Alan & Charles

Room 18

Michelle

Room 2

Ashraf

Room 19

Nadia

Room 3

Hassan

Room 20

Ayshe

Room 4

Shahad

Room 5

Tifa

Room 9

Amna

Room 10

Jack

Room 11

Jye

Room 12

Oneli

Room 16

Yazan

Hi everyone,

Cup of Life

Reminder:

Unless attending Breakfast Club, children are
not to be in the school yard before 8.30am when there is
teacher supervision. Additionally, children are not to leave the
school premises after attending breakfast club. This is for the
safety of all children. Thank you for your cooperation.

Grocery Stall

Every Day Counts!
Well done to all the boys and girls who are coming to school as
much as possible. This week, the winner of Cup of Life is

Room 19.
Congratulations to all the boys and girls in Room 19.
That makes three wins this term! Amazing work!

Breakfast Club

We have received a significant shipment from foodbank so
have a number of overstock items (mostly baked beans, cereal
and oats) which we would like to go to a good home.

I will have a table of the available food on Monday 29th May
at 3pm underneath the School Noticeboard. Please come and
have a look at what is available to see if it would be useful for
your family. Please make sure to bring your own bag.

Bianca Bagnara
Student Welfare Officer
Breakfast club runs every day from 8am to 8.30am in the
Multi-Purpose room. Everyone is welcome and we are always
happy to see new faces.

Prep Room 3
The Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) operates in our Prep classes. It is a strategy to assist the development of children's
gross motor skills and therefore assist with the development of fine motor skills, essential in the learning of reading and
writing. This program assists the development of the child and their relationship with their peers and the surrounding
environment. It aids concentration and reasoning and gives a sound basis for future formal learning. PMP enhances brain
development by stimulating the five senses through movement.

.

