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From the Principal 

Hello everyone, 

Another short week and flown by! Time flies when you’re 

having fun! 

While students and families were enjoying a ‘sleep in’  on 

Monday, teachers were at school participating in professional 

learning morning session from a guest presenter Lauren     

Hogan about supporting students who have experienced 

trauma and attachment issues. The remainder of the day    

involved staff utilising their time to unpack our School        

Strategic Plan, Annual Implementation Plan and our             

Performance and Development process. Monday was an     

incredibly valuable day for teachers to have professional 

learning that was based on the TWPS context, while being 

targeted and directly linked to the learning needs of our     

students.  

NAPLAN 

A reminder that NAPLAN testing will be carried out in week 4 

of this term, commencing Tuesday May 9th and concluding 

on Thursday May 11th . Our grades 3 and 5 students will be 

participating in the NAPLAN assessment.  

The National Assessment Program is the measure 

through which governments, education authorities 

and schools can determine whether or not young Aus-

tralians are meeting  important educational outcomes. 

Students are assessed in Year 3 to identify their 

achievement at the end of the early years of schooling 

and again in Year 5 to monitor their achievement be-

fore moving to  secondary school.  

Teachers use a range of assessments over time to 

build a picture of your child’s strengths and needs. 

The results of the NAPLAN tests will form a small    

component of the assessment tools, which teachers as 

professionals, use to tell how your child is progressing. 

They are one test on one day. The NAPLAN results will 

assist teachers in a small way to identify students’ 

strengths and weaknesses in Literacy and Numeracy. 

By analysing results which show a pattern or which 

add to information from teacher judgments, teachers 

can adjust teaching strategies to provide appropriate 

support.  

The student results from the NAPLAN testing will be 

due in schools in early term 3. The analysis of school-

wide data assists school planning and can be used by 

the school to monitor Literacy and   Numeracy        

improvement over time.  

If you would like to discuss this further, please call or 

come in to see Annette Honeysett or myself.  

OUR GARDEN BEDS 

Have you noticed the new trees in our garden beds 

near the Prep rooms? These colourful ‘bottle cap’ 

trees are another reminder of what a innovative and  

creative Visual Art 

program we have. 

Well done to  

Mrs Sheean and the 

students who have 

been   working on this  

fabulous recycled  

artwork! 

 

1st May Whole School Photo Day 

2nd May 1/2 Incursion: neighbourhood Crea-

8th-11th May NAPLAN Gr 3 and Gr 5 

8th May Mothers day Stall 9am-11am 

12th May Prep Aquarium Excursion 

12th May Mothers day Stall (second chance) 

19th May 3/4 Incursion Reptile Encounters 

24th- May 3/4 Doxa City camp 
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ANZAC DAY CEREMONY 

Due to the wet weather, our ANZAC memorial service 

was held over the PA system. Our Year 6  student   

leaders paid respect to those who fought and worked for 

our freedom in war. Our leaders reminded us all that  

ANZAC day is about the landing of troops from  Australia 

and New Zealand on the Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey, in 

World War I on April 25, 1915.  

Congratulations to  Josh,  Carli, Sinem and Maram who 

did such a fantastic job.  Thank you to Mrs Wright and 

Mrs  F Raif for supporting the students. 

SUPERVISION BEFORE SCHOOL 

Parents are reminded that teachers are on yard duty 

from 8.30am and that students who arrive at school 

prior to this time are not supervised. Any child who 

arrives without an adult before 8:30am MUST go 

straight to Breakfast Club.  

Before school, the playgrounds and the basketball 

court/asphalt area are out of bounds. Children are    

required to stay in the areas of the yard that are             

supervised. I have already seen a dramatic                  

improvement in the Prep - 2 playground area. Well 

done!   

 

STUDENT LEADERS BADGE PRESENTATION 

Better late than never… Oh dear, we have had some 

bad luck with our student leadership badges but I have 

been assured they will be ready for our week 3        

Tuesday assembly. Due to the number of badges to be 

presented we begin at 2pm sharp. 

 

FUN & GAMES  

During Term 2, a number of additional lunch time     

activities are being held by the teachers. From drawing, 

skipping, board games, puzzles, chalk drawing, music 

and art activities and sporting fun! 

I would like to thank the teachers who volunteered to 

run these activities in addition to their yard duty       

allocation. I am confident that the students are        

thoroughly enjoying their time with the structured 

games. 

 

ROAD SAFETY 

School opening and closing hours are busy times for 

pedestrians and vehicles outside the school. Always 

take extra care in 40km/h school zones, which operate 

on school days. Please ensure you slow down near the 

school crossing, especially in the wet weather! Well 

done to those families who park safely, even if it means 

walking further to the school gate. Never double park 

as it puts children at risk. Please model safe and        

considerate behaviour for your child – they will learn 

from you.  
 

 

 



SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday 27th May 

2017   

TWPS WORKING BEE  

We invite students, parents, carers and  

grandparents to join the staff at some stage  

Saturday 27th May 2017  between 9am - 2pm to 

lend a hand. To thank you for your support we will 

be providing a BBQ lunch for all of our helpers. 

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 

Our Mother’s Day stall will be held:  

Monday the 9th of May  9am-11am 

And the Second Chance Stall will be held…. 

Friday 12th of May 2:15pm –3:15pm 

If you are available to help:  

-wrap the gifts 

- run the stall 

- help children choose the gifts during the stall 

Please let the office staff or myself know as soon as 

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you  a wonderful weekend! Fingers crossed 

there is no rain on the weekend… My daughter’s 

wedding is on Saturday! 
 

Education Matters, Teachers Make a Difference   

& Every Day Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 

ANZAC DAY PRESENTATION: 



 

Hi everyone,  
 

 

       Breakfast Club 

 

      

 

Breakfast Club has been going well this week, with many chil-
dren escaping the chilly weather by coming in for a chit chat 
and some food.  

 

Breakfast club runs every day from 8am to 8.30am in the  
Multi-Purpose room.  

 

Reminder: Unless attending Breakfast Club, children are not 
to be in the school yard before 8.30am when there is teacher 
supervision. This is for the safety of all children. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

 

Cup of Life 
 

                              

 

Well done to all the boys and girls who are coming to school 
as much as possible. This week, the winner of Cup of Life 

is………….  Room 19. Congratulations to all the 

boys and girls in Room 19. 

 

 

 

Every Day Counts! 
 

                     

 

At Thomastown West Primary School we are committed to 
helping every child reach their potential. If students do not 
attend primary school, they miss out of fundamental reading, 
math and social skills and the chance to build a habit of good 
attendance that will carry them into university and careers. 
Every Day Counts!! 

 

To help to promote attendance, we will be having a weekly 
lucky dip starting in Week 3 (next week)! All students who 
come to school on time every day of the week will be entered 
into a draw. Five of these children will be randomly selected 
to choose a prize from Miss B’s lucky dip! Yay! To be eligible, 
students must attend school every day! 

 

Parent Zone Northern 

 

Parent Zone Northern is an excellent resource for parents and 
carers. They provide training for parents and carers residing in 
the LGA’s of Whittlesea, Darebin, Yarra, Hume, Moreland & 
Nillumbik. They can also assist parents to be linked with sup-
port services if further assistance is required. Please have a 
look at some of the programs below which are offered in the 
local area. 

 

Parents Building Solutions – Growing Great Kids 

What is it? Are you tired of yelling? This programme can help 
parents to get their kids to listen. It also aims to help parents 
to help their kids deal with their frustration and anger,  
understand the challenges faced at school and how to deal 
with stress and emotions.  

When? It is a six session programme commencing on Mon-
day 1st May and running weekly until the 5th June. 1pm – 3pm.  

Where? Life Without Barriers. 650 High Street, Epping.  

Do you want to know more? All enquiries and books please 
contact Dalal Sleiman on 9465 0322 or Hanan Elzanaty on 
9309 9433.  



Drop in session for women 

What is it? You are invited to come and meet other mum’s 
and carers, have a chat and enjoy morning tea. Make new 
friends and share parenting stories in a safe and relaxing  
environment. Children are welcome with supervision.  

When? The sessions run every Monday from the 1st May to 
26th June. 10.30am to 12.30pm.  

Where? 10 Hurtle Street, Lalor.  

Do you want to know more? Contact Dalal Sleiman on  
9465 0322 

 

Pre-Teen Challenging Behaviour 

What is it?  Parent zone Northern and City of  
Whittlesea have come together to provide the program.  

Support your pre-teen as they approach adolescence and the 
hormones kick in. Parents and carers will gain a new insight 
and understanding of the difficulty teenagers many go 
through.  

Who should go? The program is aimed for parents & carers 
of children 8 years to 11 years of age.  

When? Tuesday 30th May. 6pm – 8.30pm 

Where? North side Christian College – 31 Mcleans Road, 
Bundoora.  

Do you want to know more?  

For more information or to register your booking contact 
Council’s Family Services Education Officer, on 9404 8865 or 
email familytraining@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

  

Reconnect Program 
 

What is it? The Reconnect program intensively supports  
participants (early school leavers and long term unemployed 
people aged 15 – 24 years of age living in the City of 
Whittlesea) to get into vocational education and training.  

A Learning Support Officer works with participants to help 
them to develop a learning plan based on their needs and 
career goals. They will be assisted to complete an accredited 
course and move on to further training and employment.  

Do you want to know more? For more information contact 
Jennifer Clarke on 9422 5633 or jclarke@bsl.org.au 

 

Emerge in the North 
Festival 

 
What is it? The Emerge in the North Festival is planned for 
early July and is a program of events for artists (paint, dance, 

music, poetry) and contributions for indigenous, refugee and 
emerging communities.  

 
Multicultural Arts Victoria, the City of Whittlesea, the Broth-
erhood of St Lawrence and Whittlesea Community Connec-
tions invite the public to this consultation and information 
session.  

 

Want to know more? Contact Multicultural Arts Victoria on 
9188 3681 or Miriam.abud@multicultrualarts.com.au 

 

Employment  
Workshops 

 

What is it?  There are a number of workshops available for 
people wanting to improve their employability, learn how to 
customise their resume or brush up on their interview tips.  

Where? Skills and Jobs Centre. Kangan Institute. Pearcedale 
Parade, Broadmeadows. Room A121, Building A.  

Psst- The Skills and Jobs Centre is also open business hours 
from Monday to Friday so you can always pop by for a chat.  

 

Employability and Skills 

When? 4th May & 8th June 

10am -12 pm 

 

Hidden Job Market 

When? 11th May & 8th June 

10am – 12pm 

 

Interview Techniques 

When? 18th May & 15th June 

10am – 12pm 

 

   Practical Preparation for Job Seeking 

   When? 25th May & 22nd June  

   10am – 12pm.  

 

   Bianca Bagnara               

   Student Welfare Officer 
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Hi Everyone!  

Rain and more rain!  What a life giving resource 

without which nature and life  cannot survive  

plant growth (food and nature), thirst quenching 

for all forms of life, cleansing, etc….  BUT do we all 

look at rain that way? 

Part of resilience is learning to look ‘on the bright 

side’.  It is also developing coping skills when life 

seems difficult.  I am enjoying spending time with                          

some of our grade 3/4 classes, exploring what the    

butterfly can teach us about  resilience as we look 

at the struggles and changes a caterpillar goes 

through to  become an amazing butterfly which 

brings us much joy! 

 

 

PARENT ZONE (Anglicare) 

Attached to the newsletter are details of parenting 

programs being offered this term at various  

locations.  These are great opportunities to receive 

help raising great kids. 

                 

     Please contact the school office if you 

have any concerns regarding your children and/or 

you wish to meet with me. 

Robyn Mulholland (Student Well-being) 

 

Community Hub News 

We had a busy time these Easter School Holidays- in and out-
side the Hub! During the first week of the holidays a group of 
students (Club EAL students and Board Games  
helpers) went to the Werribee Zoo  for the day. Lion cubs, 
gorillas, sleeping hippos, cheeky monkeys- there was just too 
much to see! Luckily we had sunny weather on our 
side.  Thank you to the WCC volunteers Nat and Sama for 
helping out on the day, and especially to Gary the bus driver. 

 

The following week we had Art Studio! The students worked 
hard on painting the panels for the mural, making windmills, 
and origami. As well as working hard, there were lots of 
laughs, smiles and of course cheese toasties! Again thank you 
to our WCC volunteers Suzi, Siggi and Zara for your hard work 
and making these holiday programs possible. 

Nina Lim 

Hub Coordinator 

Thomastown West Community Hub. 

98-112 Main St, Thomastown 3074 

 



 

 

 

Room 5 NEWS! 

3D SHAPES 
This week in maths Room 5 have 

been learning about the names and 

properties of 3D shapes. We carried 

out an investigation using blu-tack/

playdough and toothpick sticks to see 

if we could create 3D models of each 

shape to help us remember their 

properties. 

INSERT PHOTO HERE 

Tifa and Hudson 

INSERT PHOTO HERE INSERT PHOTO HERE 

Mia and Leon 

Harmony and Jonathan 

 



Region &  
Sessions 

Program Dates Where Time 

Hume  
Single Session 

  
Resilience 

Wednesday 
 21st April   

St Dominic's PS 
 Broadmeadows 

1.00pm – 3.00pm 

Hume 
Six Sessions 

Parents Building 
Solutions 

Friday’s 
 21st April – 26th 
May   

MHPS Comm 
Hub 
50 – 70 Paringa 
Blvd, Meadow 
Heights 

10.00am – 
11.30am 

Whittlesea 
 Single Session 

Raising Resilient 
Teenagers 

Wednesday 
 26th April 

City of Whittlesea 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

Moreland 
 Single Session 

Great Kids have  
Great Dads 

Wednesday 
 26th April 

Moreland City 
Council Concert 
Hall 
 Coburg 

7.00pm  - 
9.00pm 

Hume 
Six Sessions 

Parents Building 
Solutions 
 Growing Great 
Kids 

Thursday’s 
 27th April – 1st 
June 

Homestead Com-
munity Centre 
 Roxburgh park 

10.00am – 
12.00pm 

Whittlesea  
Six Sessions 

Parents Building 
Solutions   
Growing Great 
Kids 

Monday’s 
 1st May – 5th June 

Life without Barri-
ers 
 650 High Street, 
Epping 

1.00pm – 3.00pm 

Whittlesea 
 During School 
Term 

Drop In Sessions 
 Women only 

Monday’s 
 1st May – 26th 
June 

10 Hurtle Street, 
 Lalor 

10.30am – 
12.30pm 

Hume 
 Single Session 

Resilience 
Friday 
 5th May 

St Dominic's PS 
 Broadmeadows 

1.00pm - 3.00pm 

Hume 
  Single Session 

Early Childhood 
Development 

Thursday 
11th May 

Anglicare, Broad-
meadows 

10am – 11:30am 

Hume  
Six Sessions 

Parents Building 
Solutions   
Parent sessions 

Tuesday ‘s 
 9th May – 13th 
June 

Hume Central 
Secondary College 

9.30am – 
11.30am 

Hume 
 Five Sessions 

Growing Con-
nections   

Wednesday’s 
 17th May – 14th 
June   

32 Railway Cres, 
 Broadmeadows 

4.00pm – 
5.30pm   

Whittlesea 
 Single Session 

Getting to know  
your kids 

Thursday 
 25th May 

10 Hurtle Street, 
 Lalor 

9.30am – 
11.30am 

Whittlesea   
Single Session 

Pre-Teen  
Challenging  
Behaviour 

Tuesday 
 30th May 

Northside Chris-
tian College 
 31 Mcleans Road 
Bundoora 

6.00pm – 8.30pm 

Hume 
 Two Sessions 

Parents Building 
Solutions 
 Teacher and Stu-
dent Sessions 

Tuesday’s 
 20th June – 27th 
June 

Hume Central 
Secondary College 

3.00pm – 5.00pm 

Parentzone Northern Term 2 Programmes  






