
No. 10   1st May 2020 
 

From the Principal 
 

I sincerely trust that all members of the Thomastown 

West PS Family are well and in turn, your extended       

families. These really are unprecedented times and it is 

my hope that things will return to normal as soon as 

possible. As everyone would be aware the Stage 3       

Restrictions are having a positive impact which is not 

only fabulous but also a true indication of the leadership 

demonstrated by the Federal and State governments 

and also the Chief Health Officers.   
 

Year 6-7 TRANSITIONS 
The Department of Education have sent out a new State-

wide Year 6-7 Placement Timeline for parents selecting a 

secondary school for their children in 2021 

A summary of changes to key dates is as follows: 

✓ Friday 29 May (previously Wednesday 15 May)-  

      Parents/carers are required to return their               

Application for Year 7 Placement 2021 form 

✓ Wednesday 19 August (previously Wednesday 5     

August) - Primary schools will notify families of their 

child’s Year 7 placement offer 

✓ Monday 31 August (previously Monday 17 Aug) - 

Closing date for parents/carers to lodge a written   

appeal with their preferred secondary school. 

✓ Friday 11 September (previously Friday 28 Aug) -       

Secondary schools provide parents/carers with 

written notification of appeal outcome. 

✓ Friday 25 September (previously Friday 11 Sept) - 

Closing date for parents/carers to lodge a written   

appeal with relevant Regional Director (RD). 

✓ Friday 30 October (unchanged) - Regions notify       

parents/carers of outcome of RD appeal. 
 

DEVICES and INTERNET DONGLES 
Last week our school loaned out 55 devices (laptops or 

iPads) to families in need of a mobile device. We are still 

awaiting internet dongles/USBs. Our school is on a 

waiting list and I can assure you we are doing everything 

in our power to get access to the internet for you. DET 

indicated that they had 1000 internet USBs – and they 

are working through a priority list starting with students 

at the VCE level. We are also approaching State Schools 

Relief to see what further support they can offer our 

school with internet access. So please be patient – we 

can’t give what we don’t have! As soon as we receive 

more information  you will be the first to know! 

Thomastown West  Primary School  

NEWSLETTER 
98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074 – Ph: 9465 4317  
Email: thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Website: www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
Term 2  -   2020 

Tues 14 Apr First Day of Term 2 

Week  4 
Mon 

From: 
4 May 

Student Support Meetings begin this WEEK 
via Webex Video Conferencing or  
phone calls 

Fri 8 May FACEBOOK  LIVE ASSEMBLY 2:30pm 

Fri 26 June Last Day of Term 2 

Term 3  -   2020 

Mon 13 Jul First Day of Term 3 

Week 6 
Fri 

21 Aug 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Week 9 
Tue 

15 Sept 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
*Students only attend school at the time of 
their Interview* 

Fri 18 Sept Last Day of Term 3 

Term 4  -   2020 

Mon 05 Oct First Day of Term 4 

Week 5 
Mon 

02 Nov 
Teacher Report Writing Day 
Students do not attend school 

Tue 03 Nov 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school 

Mon 14 Dec 
Semester 2 Student Reports available 
& published online via COMPASS 

Tues 15 Dec 
Interpreters available at school for        
student reports.  

Fri 18 Dec Last Day of Term 4 

We thought it could be fun, if you would like         
to participate, for you to send photos of your    
child or children participating in their                     

remote learning at home to  

thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

◼ PLEASE DO NOT UPLOAD THE PHOTOS to our 
FACEBOOK PAGE please ◼ 
 

A selection of these photos will be  
shared in the school newsletter each week.  

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au


School Council Report  
I am delighted to introduce you to the 2020         
Thomastown West Primary School Council. I’d like to 
also wish a warm welcome to the new members who will 
join our existing School Council team.  

 
Existing Parent Members New Parent Members 

Paul Johanson                        Lena Lazorovska      

Elliejean Singh                                Kilie Jacobs 
Zaklina Naumoski       
Pina Ioffrida    Community Members 
Rebecca Edgell   Dianne  Attard 

     Slav Ilic 
Our first School Council meeting of the year was held on 
Tuesday night via ZOOM. During this first meeting, we 
discussed remote learning at TWPS, OSHClub and the 

2019 Annual Report. This report will be shared on our 

school website late next week. 
 

https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/101/Reports-for-

the-School-Community  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ramadan 
Last Friday 24th May marked the start of the holy month 
of Ramadan for our Muslim community. This is             
considered as the holiest season in the Islamic year and 
commemorates the time when the Qu`ran (the Islamic 
holy book) is said to have been revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad. During the month of Ramadan Muslims do 
not eat or drink between dawn and sunset.  

I would like to wish all of our Muslim families a blessed 
Ramadan. “Ramadan Mubarak”. 

Wellbeing at TWPS 
During this extended isolation it is natural to feel           

confused and worried as to what is going to happen. It is 

important that as parents or carers, we make our         

children feel as safe as possible and continue to provide 

them with a regular routine and a sense of life being 

“normal”. We want you all to be aware that at       

Thomastown West PS, we have a well-being team that is 

able to support both you and your child during this time. 

If your child is feeling distressed, anxious or                 

overwhelmed and you would like help with supporting 

them during this stressful time our friendly well-being staff 

are happy to help. 
 

We have Mr Palfrey (Mr P) available (Monday to Friday) 

and Miss Vardis (Miss V) (Monday & Tuesdays). 
 

If you are concerned about your child’s mental health: 

• Monitoring the child for 1 week. If no improvement, 

consider a GP mental health plan. 

• Contact our school on 94654317 or via our school 

email: 

thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

• Organise a safe way for your child to keep in touch with 

friends and family e.g., by phone, WhatsApp. 

• Reach out to your parent/friendship support network. 

• Utilise Kids helpline 1800 55 1800. 

  

You are not alone during this time and there are staff who 

are ready and willing to assist you in any way possible. We 

are all in this together.   
 

Ideas to support your child’s wellbeing: 

• Create a visual timetable to provide structure and rou-

tine to the child’s school day – ideas attached. 
 

• Make an updated rewards chart for a behaviour that 

you would like to change and ensuring that the   rewards 

are motivating to each child. 
 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/behaviour/

encouraging-good-behaviour/reward-charts – is a           

suggestion for toddlers, but has some useful advice about 

rewards chart. 
 

• Acknowledge your child’s feelings/worries and          

having a conversation about what they understand about 

the virus and social distancing: 
 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/

resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/

health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-

(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource    and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA_SsZFYw0w a     

story about social distancing. 
 

• Creating a coping toolbox for the child to help them 

identify self-soothing activities and what helps calm them 

down. 

https://copingskillsforkids.com/calming-anxiety 

• Accessing the BRAVE program online for anxiety      

management.   www.brave-online.com 

 

Parent Wellbeing 

Your health and wellbeing is just as important to look after 

as your child’s. All of our parents and carers at TWPS are 

doing a fantastic job, with many of you juggling Remote 

Learning and working from home   yourself. Some days are 

going to be harder than others, remember to be kind to 

yourselves! It does not matter if on some days not all 

learning tasks are completed, it is ok to put the laptop 

away and go outside for a walk. 
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Here are some resources and links which may help: 

• DET Parentline 13 22 89 is available 8am to           

midnight,  7 days a week 

• DET Parent Help page 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-

for-parents/Pages/parentline.aspx 

• Raising Children website 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/grown-ups/services-

support/about-services-support/helplines 

 

Remember we are here to help you and we are just a 

phone call away if you need any assistance or if you just 

need to have a chat. Please call me on 9465 4317. 
 

The words below will provide you with something to 

consider. 
 

COVID-19 Kids –what if?  
When people say kids are going to be ‘behind’ I say,   

behind what?? 

Not each other… they are all in the same boat. 

What if instead of “behind” this group of kids is          

advanced because of this. 

What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family   

connection, they can be more creative and entertain 

themselves, they love to read, they love to express 

themselves in writing. 

What if they enjoy the simple things, like their own 

backyard and sitting near a window in the quiet? 

What if they notice the birds and the dates the different 

flowers emerge, and the calming renewal of a gentle 

rain shower? 

What if this generation is the one to learn to cook, or-

ganize their space, do their laundry, and keep a well- 

run home? 

What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live with 

less? 

What if they learn to plan shopping trips and meals at 

home? 

What if they learn the value of eating together as a 

family and finding the good to share in the small           

de- lights of the everyday? 

What if they are the ones to place great value on our 

teachers and educational professionals, librarians,     

public servants and the previously invisible essential 

support workers like truck drivers, grocers, cashiers,     

custodians, logistics, and health care workers and their 

supporting staff, just to name a few of the millions     

taking care of us right now while we are sheltered in 

place? 

What if among these children, a great leader emerges 

who had the benefit of a slower pace and a simpler life, 

who has a fine sense of empathy and care and concern 

for fellow humans. 

What if he or she truly learns what really matters in all 

this… 

                                                                 author unknown 

2021 PREP ENROLMENTS 
We are keen to continue the 2021 prep enrolment       

process so if you have a little one commencing next year 

you can download an enrolment form to or call the  

Office and we will post you the enrolment information. 

Given the current situation, school tours can’t proceed 

at the moment. But we look forward to meeting our 

new families during school tours when school returns in 

the future. 

 

OSHClub  
Just a friendly reminder… OSHClub is OPEN and             

operating every afternoon! From my understanding,     

similar to childcare, it is FREE. The government is         

covering the GAP payment between OSHClub and 

Healthcare card subsidy. You would still need to register 

online (details on page 12-13) and then book your child 

in each day. If you would like more details, please      

contact our school on 94654317 or via our school email: 

thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

Remote Learning Q&A 
◼ What expectations does the school have regarding 

my child completing their work? 

Your child is expected to ‘attend school’ (which now,         

happens to be in your home) and complete their     

learning everyday.  
 

◼ What if my child is sick? 

It is exactly the same as what it has always been. If your 

child is unwell and cannot complete their learning (at 

home), please contact the Office: 94654317.   
 

◼ What if I don’t understand the learning task? 

Please contact your classroom teacher. Email addresses 

were posted home to all families. If you require more 

support, please contact our school on 94654317 or via 

our school email: 

thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

◼ What if my child finishes their work? 

Please contact your classroom teacher. Email addresses 

were posted home to all families. If you require more 

support, please contact our school on 94654317 or via 

our school email: 

thomastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

◼ What happens when my child has finished the entire 

Learning Pack the school sent home? 

✓ Your child could access Reading Eggs or Matific 

✓ Don’t forget we have tasks on our school website: 
https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/131/TWPS-Home-

Learning-2020  

 

Teachers are currently preparing the next phase of    

remote learning for the students.  

PLEASE SEE NEXT PAGE FOR DETAILS. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-for-parents/Pages/parentline.aspx
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As passionate educators, the staff at Thomastown West have been reflecting on previous and current teaching 
practices. There has been a steep learning curve for many of us; this includes students, parents, carers, as well as 
TWPS staff. It comes as no surprise that Thomastown West staff have risen to the challenge and quickly adapted 
their pedagogy (how they teach) to suit remote learning during these unprecedented times.  On behalf of the     
entire Thomastown West community, I would like to acknowledge the tremendous effort, significant time, and 
resilience that our entire staff has consistently demonstrated during the past three weeks when supporting our 
students and their families. I sincerely thank all of the staff for their commitment and hard work, ensuring that 
together we are working on pathways to success for every child. 
 

Next week (Week 4 of Term 2)  is the last week of our Phase 1 Remote Learning Packs.  
 

The week beginning 11th May,  students will be moving into Phase 2 of their remote learning. 
 

Our Phase 2 Remote Learning packs will be ready for your collection from the Multi-Purpose Room at school      
on the following days:  
✓ P-2 student packs will be available for collection on Thursday 7th of May from 9am-3pm 

✓ 3-6 student packs will be available for collection on Friday 8th of May from 9am- 3pm  
 

  * If you have children across year levels, please choose one of the above days to collect all of your packs.  
 
In order to keep people safe, and comply with the government’s COVID-19 recommendations, only a limited      
number of children and parents can be onsite at the school at once. As you make your way to the school on the 
allocated day, parents will be asked to remain in the outdoor area, while students will collect their packs from the 
multipurpose room.  
 
Education is Powerful,  
Student Voice Matters,  
Teachers Make a   Difference  
& Every Day of  Remote Learning Counts!  
 
 

Sandi Young 
Principal 

 

We would love to hear from the TWPS Parents and Carers about  

TWPS Remote Learning.   
 

Please complete our survey and share your thoughts. 
 

A link to the survey was sent via Compass and posted on our school Facebook page.  

Or your could copy the URL (below) into your browser. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TWPS-REMOTE-LEARNING 
Our survey closes Monday morning 9am 

Thank you ☺ 

“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s 

success is the positive involvement of parents.”  

Jane D Hull, Governor of Arizona (1997 to 2003) 



Hi everyone,  
 

I’ve been missing seeing all of our students and am looking forward to when we can be at school again.  

Social distancing is important for containing the virus, but it doesn’t mean we have to be socially distant 

with each other. It can be very difficult to keep in touch, but it is absolutely important for our mental 

health to maintain a healthy social life during this time. Putting time and effort into your relationship can 

help you feel connected, boost energy and ultimately help you keep a healthy headspace.  

 

Our friendships play a critical role in our happiness and can create a space where people feel valued and 

cared for. Having positive social connections can help people to improve and maintain good mental 

health. Social connections have also been proven to help with managing stress and can improve or pre-

vent physical health disorders like heart diseases.  

As people, we are stronger together and thrive when we connect. So, we must come up with new and 

creative ways to stay connected and engaged even though we are apart. Here are just a few suggestions 

for what to do over a phone or video call. I’m sure many of you have come up with your own creative 

ways as well.  

 

✓ Set a regular time to talk: Scheduling a regular phone call with a person can help give you both 

something to look forward to and can be a fun way to stay in touch.  

✓ Read a story together: Whether it’s a video call or a phone call you could read a short story or a 

chapter from a book and discuss it. You can try doing funny voices or add some props to make it 

even more entertaining.  

✓ Play a game: Ask funny questions or play games like ‘would you rather’. Get to know the other 

person in a way you haven’t before. There are also online websites where you can both play 

games like chess together. 

✓ Watch a movie together: Synchronise a video by counting down and hitting play at the same time 

and text each other while you watch.  

✓ Try a new skill together: Pick a YouTube tutorial for a new skill like painting or origami and get a 

group of friends to try it out together. Text or call each other to see how everyone is improving.  

✓ Virtual dance party: Get a group of friends, get a playlist going, and then dance! It’s that simple.  

 

Staying social connected is especially important for friends and family who live alone without children, 

partners or roommates. Think about some people you might know who might be feeling especially    

lonely during this time of isolation and give them a call!  

 

Angelique Vardis 

Student Wellbeing 

 



 

Stars of the Week 

Name Rm  Reason/Value 

Dion  2 Working hard at home to do his best work- even when he doesn’t feel like it! 

Sam A 3 Doing his best with remote learning and producing some amazing work with the help of his mum. Your writing is 
getting neater. 

Hayley 4 For doing her best throughout home learning and producing some amazing pieces of writing. She is doing a great 
job making sure Speech Sound Frog does not get any of her writing.  

Mya 5 For doing an awesome job of getting all of her work completed and sending it through daily. Keep up the fantas-
tic work! 

Chloe 
  
Arman 

6 For working enthusiastically with her home learning and sending it to Mrs Skender. 
For working enthusiastically with his home learning and emailing Mrs Skender for his next list words. 

Itulagi  19 For being motivated and enthusiastic with his home learning. We have loved your photos of you reading, writing 
and completing your Math tasks. You have been impressive! 

Muhamed 20 For a super effort and striving to be his best in learning his spelling words and advancing to the next level. 

Mason  
  
Kerrt  

9 
  

 

For striving to be his best in completing most tasks and for taking responsibility in exploring his knowledge and 
understanding of topics of interest. 
For striving to be his best in completing most tasks and for taking responsibility in exploring his knowledge and 
understanding of topics of interest. 

Julian  
Ruby  

10 
 

For taking responsibility for his home learning and striving to do his best with all tasks. 
For having that growth mindset and working hard on her home learning tasks. Well done Ruby 

Andre 11 For striving to do his best! He has been committed in his learning and achieved success in learning from home.  

Alan  12 For striving to be his best by taking responsibility for his learning and taking initiative and communicating with 
his teacher consistently.  

Alex 
Lucas 
Liam 

15 For striving to be their best and living by the TWPS values. They have been engaging in online learning everyday 
on Google Classrooms and completing all the work and assignments. Alex helped other students in comments 
and both are kicking goals and overcoming all the challenges they’re facing! 

Mia 
Hudson 

16 
  

For striving to do her best with all her work and consistently signing into google classroom. Keep it up!  
For striving to do his best with all his work and consistently signing into google classroom. Keep it up!  

Atina 
 
Jamil 

17 
 

 

For showing responsibility for her learning by communicating with her teachers and seeking feedback on her 
tasks. Well done Atina! 
For showing responsibility for his learning by signing in to Google Classroom every morning, communicating with 
his teachers and for submitting outstanding ‘funny’ poem . Well done Jamil! 

Diah  
Dean 

18 For striving to be his best by taking responsibility for his learning and taking initiative, and communicating  con-
sistently through google classrooms. Super effort! 

Molly  Art For the most outstanding, Supercalafragalistic efforts over the past week creating all sorts of amazing artworks. 

Albraa 
Rm 5 

 For striving to do his best and completing his music tasks each week and sending a photo of his work to Mr Rosa.  
Bravo Albraa! 

Ruby  PE For striving to do her best with her PE activities. Very proud of you Ruby, keep it up!  

Rhyanna 
  
Kabir 

 For doing a fantastic job with her Auslan tasks. What a superstar! 
For being a very conscientious student & practising his alphabet & colour hand signs with his family.  
What a superstar! 



Online at home 
Tips for Parents & Carers  

Privacy 
 

When supporting your child’s education at home, keep their privacy in mind, and help them establish and main-

tain good privacy practices. 

Privacy is about protecting your child’s identity. This may be their name, age, email, home address or password. 

It can also be more sensitive information, such as their health, wellbeing or family circumstances. 

Read the Schools’ Privacy Policy (https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/101) to understand how schools 

handle your child’s information, and apply similar principles at home. You can request a copy of your school’s 

privacy policy from your school. 
 

Here are some practical tips to help you and your child maintain good privacy practices: 
 

✓ Ensure your child’s passwords to any systems they access are secure. Do not have them written down 

near the computer or device or save them in a document that can be accessed by others. 

✓ If your child is using a shared computer or device at home (e.g. a household computer or tablet), ensure 

that they log out of all school systems at the end of each session or day. 

✓ Your child may sometimes need to share sensitive information with school staff—for example, about their 

health or wellbeing. Make sure they can do so without being disturbed, and any sensitive documents they 

create, or share are stored somewhere secure, such as a password-protected folder. 

✓ Your school will advise what collaboration platforms or applications your child may be asked to use to 

support learning from home. This will include advice on how to set them up to ensure your child’s safety 

and privacy. It is very important that you follow your school’s guidance. This will help ensure that the 

strongest privacy protections are in place at home. 

✓ Our school is trialling WEBEX video conferencing for our Student Support Group meetings. If we begin  

using video conferencing more regularly, ensure your child understands how the software works. If        

possible, your child should participate in videoconferencing in an open place within your home, rather 

than alone in a private space such as in their bedroom.  

✓ Be cautious about downloading educational software except what your school has recommended: 

✓ If software requires your child’s personal information to be entered, make sure you read the company’s 

privacy policy first to find out how that information is stored, and who it is shared with. If you’re unsure, 

check with your school. 

Be wary of companies and products that: 

• don’t have a privacy policy 

• ask for more detailed personal information than seems necessary in order to use their product 

• share user information with third parties for marketing purposes 

• store your child’s information in countries whose privacy legislation is substantially different to  

     Australia’s. 

 

Safety  
When using Department or school provided equipment, including dongles, devices and laptops, please ensure that these 
are used for educational purposes only, to help ensure your child’s safety and security. 

Protecting your child and supporting them to stay safe online is a priority for parents and carers. The National eSafety 
Commissioner (https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents) has developed a range of resources to support parents and carers to 
ensure their child’s safety and privacy online, including: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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Parent webinars: 

✓  https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars  

Tips on how to report cyberbullying: 

✓ https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-10/How%20to%20report%20cyberbullying%
20poster.pdf                          

Online safety kit for parents and carers: 

✓ https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-online-safety-kit-parents-and-carers 

 

Security 
✓ Make sure you have anti-virus software installed on your computers or devices at home and this software is 

up to date. 

✓ Download and install any updates for other software on your computers or devices at home. These updates 

often include ‘patches’ that fix security vulnerabilities and other bugs. 

✓ When online, ensure that any links you or your child click on are genuine. ‘Phishing’ is when someone 

sends you a link that looks ok but is actually sending you somewhere dangerous or inappropriate. These 

links may look like they come from your school, a software provider, the bank, the government or from apps 

your child uses. More tips can be found on the ScamWatch website (https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-

of-scams/attempts-to-gain-your-personal-information/phishing) or from the eSafety Commissioner website. 
 

 

Copyright  
Here are some practical tips to help you and your child maintain good copyright practices: 
 

Use existing free sources of content 
 

✓ There are many free online streaming content services where students can access content without having 

to download or make a copy of it. Examples include ABC iView, ABC Education and YouTube Kids. 

✓ The Department of Education and Training has purchased a licence which provides all Victorian Govern-

ment teachers and students with access to ClickView, a platform that hosts thousands of educational video      

resources and learning activities. Your school can provide your child with a login to enable them to watch 

material hosted on ClickView at no cost.  
 

Link to content, rather than download it, where possible 
 

✓ If your children need to access or share internet content, advise them to use links rather than a downloaded 

copy where possible. 

✓ If you don’t have internet access at home or limited access, contact your school who may be able to provide 

you with copies of materials. 

 
Access school subscriptions from home 
 

✓ The Department provides access to a range of software that schools can use to support teaching and    

learning, including G Suite for Education, Microsoft O365 and Minecraft: Education Edition (https://

fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/minecrafteducationedition) . Your school will advise you on what software your 

child will use to support their learning from home. 

✓ Students often already have access to school-provided subscriptions that are useful for supporting learning 

from home, for example Google Classrooms, Reading Eggs, Matific and CARS & STARS. Check what is 

already available from your school before signing up to anything new. 

 

Security 
✓ Make sure you have anti-virus software installed on your computers or devices at home and this software is 

up to date. 

✓ Download and install any updates for other software on your computers or devices at home. These updates 

often include ‘patches’ that fix security vulnerabilities and other bugs. 

✓ When online, ensure that any links you or your child click on are genuine. ‘Phishing’ is when someone 

sends you a link that looks ok but is actually sending you somewhere dangerous or inappropriate. These 

links may look like they come from your school, a software provider, the bank, the government or from apps 

your child uses. More tips can be found on the ScamWatch website or from the eSafety Commissioner    

website. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-10/How%20to%20report%20cyberbullying%20poster.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-10/How%20to%20report%20cyberbullying%20poster.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-online-safety-kit-parents-and-carers
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/attempts-to-gain-your-personal-information/phishing
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/attempts-to-gain-your-personal-information/phishing
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/attempts-to-gain-your-personal-information/phishing
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/staying-safe/online-scams-identity-theft
https://www.clickview.com.au/
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/gsuiteathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/msathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/minecrafteducationedition
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/minecrafteducationedition
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/attempts-to-gain-your-personal-information/phishing
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/staying-safe/online-scams-identity-theft
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What does Parentline do: 
Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 
• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and interpreting 

service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 
you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 
We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

• family breakdown 

• parental stress 

Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 

anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  









 
 

Junior Landcare Launches Just For Kids 
The Just for Kids activities have been developed to help children at home explore Junior Landcare and create their 
own ideas. The activity sheets are based on the activities in the Junior Landcare Learning Centre, and focus on four 
key areas: food production, biodiversity, waste management and indigenous perspectives 
Further information: Google Just for Kids and explore the Junior Landcare Learning Centre website. 
 

Scouting at Home Activities 
Scouts Victoria have shared some ideas for activities to do at home. 
Further information: Google Scouts Victoria website 

 

Wild Koala Day - Virtual Event - 3 May 2020 

Wild Koala Day, a national day to celebrate koalas living in the wild, will go ahead online, digitally and in people's 

homes on Sunday May 3, 2020. Australians encouraged to wear a gum leaf (real or home-made) for the day, 

share pictures via social media and get involved in online activities to demonstrate the importance of trees & 

forests for koala survival.  
Further information: http://www.wildkoaladay.com.au/  

 

City of Whittlesea Land Management Information 
Check out Councils new and improved Land Management and Biodiversity Blog  

✓ https://landmanagementweb.wordpress.com/ 

And click in the link to subscribe to the new Rural News  eNewsletter  

✓ https://confirmsubscription.com/h/y/D38A8E9C7D910AC7 

 

Nature Play in my Backyard 
Get out and enjoy some nature play with this series of fun and free daily videos. Over the next three weeks, with 

the help of Eco Explorers, we will share with you our favourite ways to stay connected with nature while        

maintaining social distancing. We will share activities that can be done from home or while doing your regular          

exercise outdoors. There will be activities tailored to kids of all ages! So whatever your relationship with nature, 

we hope that each day you will find something in our videos that will inspire you to explore the outdoors 

Further information: Google Eco Explorers  
 

FREE eBooks from PageTurners 
During this challenging time, where many people are self-isolating and studying at home, the team 

at PageTurners have made their e-book collection FREE in iBooks and Kindle until the end of May. 

• PageTurners are short, easy-to-read stories for adults learning to read. 

Published by PRACE, the ebook collection covers levels 1-4 and are perfect for students wanting to continue to 

learn at home. 

To access the books - you can view the full collection of eBooks here on our website. Once you’ve selected a 

reader, follow the iBooks or Kindle link to download for free! 

 

Yarra Plenty Regional Library Service  
YPRL have been doing some amazing work to bring you their services remotely. Don’t forget to check into their 

Facebook page for daily Preschool StoryTime, visit to their website https://www.yprl.vic.gov.au/ for e-books and 

so much more. They have also just released a new print & post service. If you have any essential paperwork that 

you need printed, email it to ypmail@yprl.vic.gov.au along with your address and they’ll print & post it to you 

free of charge. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flandcareaustralia.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc874938162801405204f0d115%26id%3Dc11a9acdb0%26e%3D34e39a5a92&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flandcareaustralia.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc874938162801405204f0d115%26id%3D60877bc2eb%26e%3D34e39a5a92&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flandcareaustralia.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc874938162801405204f0d115%26id%3D2db5e008bf%26e%3D34e39a5a92&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscoutsvictoria.com.au%2Fage-sections-adults%2Fscouting-at-home%2Factivity-ideas%2F%3Fsrc%3Dredirect&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc08d7ed5b850b%7Cd96cb3
http://www.wildkoaladay.com.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flandmanagementweb.wordpress.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc08d7ed5b850b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238849877997290&sdata=NK0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconfirmsubscription.com%2Fh%2Fy%2FD38A8E9C7D910AC7&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc08d7ed5b850b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238849877
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvic.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dac77476629b2ab184a0766a8d%26id%3D611129c12c%26e%3De05427c5c9&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc08d7ed5b850b%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvic.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dac77476629b2ab184a0766a8d%26id%3D7d675e1113%26e%3De05427c5c9&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc08d7ed5b850b%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yprl.vic.gov.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cyoung.sandi.c%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C2668057119e5466f1fcc08d7ed5b850b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238849878027271&sdata=S%2Bc58zw%2FFB4
mailto:ypmail@yprl.vic.gov.au



