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IMPORTANT DATES:
Tue

27 Mar

School Council Meeng
6:30pm

Tue

27 Mar

Lalor District Athlecs Carnival

Thur

29 Mar

Whole school EASTER BONNET PARADE
with BUDDIES 12:15pm
Parents & Carers please join us!

Thur

29 Mar

Fri

16 April

Last day of Term 1
Students ﬁnish at 1:15pm
First day of Term 2

Thur

26 April

Curriculum Day
Students do not a6end school

HARMONY DAY

On Wednesday the school celebrated Harmony Day.
Harmony Day is a celebraon of Mulculturalism in
Australia.
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From the Ac ng Assistant Principal
Hello everyone,
Mrs Young has been away for three days this week at
an Intensive “live in” professional learning. This has
been a great opportunity for her to further develop
her
insights and abilies in the wide range of roles she
needs to fulﬁl as a principal. She has reported that the
long days and nights of lectures and guest speakers
have been very beneﬁcial and I am sure she will have
lots to share when she returns.
I would like to take this opportunity to let you all know
that my me here as the Acng Assistant Principal will
ﬁnish at the end of this term and I will return to my role
at Mill Park Heights Primary School. I have certainly
enjoyed my me at Thomastown West and have loved
ge@ng to know the school community. I really do think
you are very lucky to have such a hard working principal
teachers and many addional support staﬀ looking aBer
your children’s learning needs. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the community and in parcular
Sandi and the staﬀ for being so supporve and friendly
during my me here this term.

Harmony Day is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging
Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Day and
at Thomastown West
Each student was given a piece of orange card and all had
the opportunity to link it with others to make a chain to
signify unity. You may have noced the chains on the school
gates. The display looked magniﬁcent. Thanks to Mrs
Sheean for organising all of the materials.

Perceptual Motor Program (PMP)
Prep students at Thomastown West are very lucky to be
a6ending three PMP sessions per week with their
classroom teachers and Nadine Williams who is a highly
experienced teacher of both Physical Educaon and
PMP.

Teddy Bear’s Picnic
How lovely it was to visit the Prep Students last Wednesday and
to join them at their Teddy Bear’s Picnic.
It was a beauful sunny morning and the Prep teachers did an
amazing job in having lovely picnic tablecloths to sit on and
teddies for all of the students to bring along as picnic guests.
The picnic was a celebraon of all the hard work the preps have
been doing since they started at school in February. It was a
wonderful, fun ﬁlled opportunity for the students to speak to
each other in full sentences (our Oral Language focus) They
talked to each other about the picnic and described their
teddies to each other. They used their listening skills as others
spoke.
The picnic also included some great Math's. The teachers put
some Tiny Teddy biscuits on a plate and then the students had
an opportunity to share them amongst themselves making sure
everyone had an equal amount. This didn’t seem to take long
and everyone enjoyed gobbling the teddies when they all
worked out their share.
There was singing of the Teddy Bear’s Picnic song and lots of
work on reading, wring and knowing all about the le6er ‘T’. I’m
sure that all the wring about the picnic will be full of wonderful
memories of the fun me they had.
Well done to the Prep team on such an engaging and
educaonally valuable acvity and for planning some wonderful
learning opportunies for our youngest students.

PMP is a program that assists young children in the
development of gross and ﬁne motor skills, balance, eye/
hand/foot coordinaon and overall ﬁtness. All of these
skills assist with concentraon and learning so the
program plays a valuable role in preparing our students
for opmum learning.
The beneﬁts are not only educaonal. The students love
the program and all of the fun acvies they get to take
part in.
Chris Biggs
Acng Assistant Principal

Stars of the Week
Term 1 - Week 8

Room 1

Keagan

Room 10

Leana

Room 2

Amir

Room 11

Mateen

Room 3

Feruzana

Room 12

Yasemine

Room 4

Muhsin

Room 16

Siham

Room 5

Ashraf

Room 17

Sharmika

Room 6

Alie

Room 18

Zachariah

Room 8

Krystal

Room 19

Amanni

Room 9

Lila

Room 20

Jus2n

Hi everyone
It’s been another great week, the Kindness Staon was once
again a success and is starng to grow with more and more
students becoming aware of it. It really is wonderful to hear
all of the kind things students are saying to each other as a
result. I was impressed to hear students remembering our
school values and saying things like “You are resilient” and
“Well done, you are very responsible” to each other.
Students please remember the toys and games available at
the staon are to borrow only, please don’t take them back
to class aBer lunchme.

Cup of Life
Well done to all the boys and girls who
are coming to school every day.

Congratulations
The room in Week 8 that had the
BEST ATTENDANCE is Room 18

I have noced that some students are coming to school
hungry, having skipped breakfast. It is important for students
to have breakfast in order to give them fuel for the day.
Without breakfast, students can feel red and restless, which
of course makes learning diﬃcult! Studies have also shown
that kids who eat breakfast are generally be6er behaved and
less aggressive.

An ideal breakfast should include fruit, a dairy product (or
alternave), and wholegrain bread or cereal. Try to avoid
cereals that contain a lot of sugar- it always pays to check the
nutrional informaon on the box when buying cereal. If you
are in a rush and need an on- the- go breakfast, you could try
a piece of fruit , a cheese sck or slice and a few low fat
crackers for your child. Well done to all students who are
eang breakfast each morning.
Mike Palfrey
Student Wellbeing Officer

Breakfast Club
All the students have been so polite and helpful
at breakfast club, thank you!
Just a reminder that the breakfast club runs from
8.00am to 8.30am and is located at the Mul
Purpose Room. There is toast, cereal, fruit and
Milo available.
Please note students are required to stay in the
room unl Mrs Young arrives on Yard Duty at
8.30am.

Students who have been helping Mr P with gardening
this week.

Hi Everyone!

race, family composion, religious beliefs and ability.
Visit your library for books such as: It’s Okay to be
Diﬀerent (diversity); The Skin You Live In (acceptance);
Same, Same But Diﬀerent (culture and geography);
Whoever You Are (diversity);

3.

Exposure to other cultures brings personal
meaning. Here are more hands-on acvies
you can try:
•
How do we celebrate Harmony Day?
Harmony Day is a celebraon of our cultural diversity – a day of
cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home regardless
of cultural or linguisc background, united by a set of core Australian values.
Held every year on 21 March, the Day coincides with the United
Naons Internaonal Day for the Eliminaon of Racial Discriminaon.
Facts and ﬁgures
There are some fascina ng sta s cs about Australia’s diversity:
• nearly half (49 per cent) of Australians were born overseas or
have at least one parent who was
• we iden fy with over 300 ancestries
• since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have migrated to
Australia
• 85 per cent of Australians agree mul culturalism has been
good for Australia
• apart from English, the most common languages spoken in
Australia are Mandarin, Arabic, Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian,
Greek, Tagalog/Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi
more than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia.
These facts are taken from ABS 2016 Census Data. Check out the
Australian Bureau of Sta s cs website.
Harmony Day is a me to celebrate each other and our diﬀerent
stories, no ma0er where we have come from. Our schools in Australia are full of beauful children, teachers and staﬀ from many
cultural backgrounds and EVERY day should be Harmony Day.

Use these ps to spark your children’s curiosity about whom they
(and others) are in their world:
1. I love you/
/Te quiero. Teaching your children words in
the nave language(s) of your family is a personal way to introduce
them to diﬀerent cultures, as well as family history
2.
Celebra2ng others. Children’s books are wonderful
resources for helping your child develop a sense of his or
her own identy, as well as an understanding of those who

•

•

Encourage
cross-racial/ethnic/religious/ability
friendships. Expose your children to foods from
diﬀerent cultures
A6end diﬀerent events/fesvals that celebrate a
parcular ethnic group, holiday or personal
accomplishment, like the Special Olympics, the
Chinese New Year or Holi, the Hindu fesval of
colors.
Whether big or small, children’s or history
museums house an abundance of artefacts from
diﬀerent cultures and countries. Watch movies
set in other cultures like My Neighbour Totoro,
Kirikou and the Sorceress, and The Red Balloon.
4. The most powerful role model. While all of the
ac vi es listed above have been found to
promote cultural awareness and respect, no
ac vity is as powerful as the role model of a child’s
parent(s). Children become culturally sensi ve
and respec>ul when they see adults who are
culturally sensi ve and respec>ul, and who take
a stand against bias, racism or insensi vity. Lastly, it is important for adults to take a “strengths
based” perspec ve when talking with children
about those who are diﬀerent from the child. This
perspec ve focuses on the posi ve characteris cs
of a person and her abili es, what that person is
able to do or does (as compared to what he
cannot) and how diﬀerences make our world a
beDer place.

By helping your child understand and respect
similaries and diﬀerences, you will help him realize he
is a wonderfully unique person among many other
wonderfully unique people on this earth.

我愛你

Robyn Mulholland (Student Well-being)

Whole School Photo Day
School photos will be taken on Wednesday the 18th
of April. All students must be in school uniform.
Parents and carers have the opon to pay online or
can pay in cash in the provided envelope which will
go out on Monday the 26th of March. Sibling photos
will be available please see the oﬃce staﬀ for more
informaon. If you have any queries you can contact
Elite School
Photography on 9570 9311.

TWPS Fundraiser
Orders have been placed for the Hot cross Buns.
We would like to thank all parents and friends
who have contributed towards this fundraiser.
We will have a ﬁnal tally of how much we raised
in next weeks newsle6er. Orders will be sent
out with students on the 28th of March.

Uniform Shop
The uniform shop is located at Thomastown
Secondary College. In Term One it operates
every Tuesday aBernoon between 2.00pm3.00pm. From Term 2 onwards it will
operate every
second Tuesday.

Coles: Sports for Schools
Coles Sports for Schools is back to help
Aussie kids stay ﬁt and healthy. When you
shop at Coles, you'll receive Sports for
Schools vouchers that TWPS can exchange
for sports gear. The more vouchers you
collect, the more sports gear we receive.
We have a box located in the oﬃce for you
to drop oﬀ your vouchers.

Room 10 Presents……
This term room 10 have been learning how to write a persuasive text. The purpose of a persuasive text is to
convince someone of an idea or to change his or her mind. Persuasive texts have facts and opinions. We wrote
a persuasive text about whether cats make better pets than dogs. The majority of the grade believe that
dogs make better pets than dogs. Here are some of our reasons for and against the argument that ‘Cats
make better pets than dogs.’
Cats
We strongly believe that cats are amazing pets and are much better than dogs because…
Cats make amazing pets because…
Cats are very clean.
Cats eat rats and stops rats from spreading disease.
Cats are cute, soft and fluffy.
Cats can wash themselves.
Cats are talented and can learn new tricks.
Cats are quiet and purr softly.
Cats are toilet trained and do their business in kitty litter.
We love cats and believe they make much better pets than dogs.
We strongly believe that dogs make much better pets than cats because…
Dogs are very affectionate and feel like they are a part of the family.
They greet you at the front door when you come home with licks, hugs and a wagging tail.
Dogs are loyal companions and love you.
Dogs help people who are blind. They make amazing guide dogs and love to help people.
Dogs help the police, firefighters and help at the airport. They are very smart creatures.
Dogs are cute and fluffy especially when they are puppies.
Dogs learn how to do tricks and they are very active. You can take them for walks and you can get fit
together.
So, what do you think? Do cats make better pets than dogs?

Arnold Schwarzenegger Futsal Tournament
On Friday the 16th of March selected students from grade 5/6 represented TWPS in a Soccer
Tournament. They competed against four other schools.
The scores were :
1st Game TWPS 3—0 Epping
2nd Game TWPS 6—0 Mill Park
3rd Game TWPS 1—0 St Mary’s
4th Game TWPS 1 –3 Epping Views
Congratulaons to TWPS for coming second in the tournament you all showed a great amount of sportsmanship.
Thank you to Mr Oscar Rosa for coaching and Mrs Angela Bruno for assisng in the event.

Highlights of the Week
The children of Oshclub have enjoyed learning about Harmony Day.
We celebrated by making a poster using cut out hands of all the children at the program.
We also had an a@ernoon tea where the children decorated their own biscuits with orange icing
and sprinkles, ate vegetarian piBa bread pizza and enjoyed a fresh selec2on of various fruit.
A cooking experience had by the children was the making of a Honey and Vegetarian S2r fry.
Introducing and exploring new tastes and cultures is one way of promo2ng healthy ea2ng.
While the children engaged in ac2vi2es we had discussions with them regarding the meaning of
Harmony Day.
Eliza aged 7 said, “Harmony Day is about peace and friendship and all countries combining.”
May, aged 8 said, “Harmony Day is about celebrang each other’s diﬀerences and cultures. “
William aged 10 said, “Harmony day is the day of diﬀerent cultures celebrang together.

Program Update
The last day of Term 1 is Thursday 29th March.
Oshclub will be opera2ng from 1.15 – 6.15.
Children aBending must ensure they bring their own lunch
however a@ernoon tea will be provided.
Next Week’s Activities
Monday

After Care
Activities

Easter hats
&
Easter Fruit
Salad game

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Parents
sugges2on –
Erup2ng Egg
Easter mint
Dye
slice
&
&
Easter Egg Race
Nosey Easter
Egg Roll

Last day of
Term Children’s
choice
& Easter Egg
Hunt

GOOD FRIDAY
PUBLIC
HOLIDAY

Parent Informa2on
OSHC program phone: 0407 372 056
Coordinator: Desiree Bustos
Assistant: Carmen Bellofiore
OSHClub Customer Service and Billing Team: 1300 395 735
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account online
at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online account. For on
the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program.

OSHClub Photo Gallery

