
The experts say, this Momo drama is simply the result of 

kids scaring other kids (and themselves) by copying and 

sharing creepy images and videos - and parental anxiety 
and social-media-sharing fanning flames - and all of it in 
response to widespread, unverified reporting by the     
media.  
 

Momo is well and truly ‘fake news’ - a digital bogeyman of 

global proportions. But that doesn’t mean that the fear 
isn’t real. Sometimes, talk and rumours about this type of 

content can be more of an issue than children accessing 
the content itself. This can also be the case when media      

directs its attention to various events in the news or world 
events or when focusing on the latest "scary movie" that 
happens to be in the cinemas at a point in time.  
 

The Beyond Blue website has five key tips for adults in 
relation to talking with children about traumatic or scary 

things in the media:  
 

✓ Be aware of what kids are watching  

✓ Help them understand  

✓ Provide plenty of assurance  

✓ Focus on the helpers  

✓ Take care of yourself  
 

What about the Internet at our school? Thomastown 
West Primary School uses the Department of Education 

content filter to block content or apps that are flagged as             
inappropriate for children. Parents may consider similar 

protocols at home, but it is not possible to shield children 
from upsetting or scary news on all occasions. At school, 

students are taught about Internet safety and how to    

respond to content, including in general media, that they 
may encounter when away from school, including key 
messages such as:  
 

✓ If something makes you feel uncomfortable, turn the 

screen off and speak to an adult immediately  

✓ Do not reply to unwelcome messages or                  

communication from unknown people  

✓ Let parents know what apps, websites, channels and 

social media you are using  
✓ Only use apps, websites, channels and social media 

that are right for your age-group  
 

As part of teaching students about Internet safety, a      
balance is maintained to ensure that students understand 

that the internet, apps and digital devices are useful tools 
in learning at school and that, at others times, can also be 

accessed for entertainment, whilst also building an         
age-appropriate awareness of some of the risks that are 
present.  
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Recently, there have been reports in the media about    

content on social media websites that children might find 

"scary", such as videos or segments of videos that contain 
scary-looking characters who say things that children may 

find troubling.  

 

You may have heard a lot about the awful Momo         
Challenge, an horrible online game that’s been scaring the 

daylights out of students - and parents - around the world. 

The point of the game is to drive players to self-harm with 

the threat of making their private information public. This 
week we have had students (Years 1—6) who have been 
talking about Momo who is scary.  
 

Is Momo a hoax? Is it real? Only one thing is clear:  the 
Momo phenomenon has left many educators and parents 
confused about what it all means, and focused on how to 
respond to keep children safe. 
 

Momo is a creepy bird-woman with bulging eyes, stringy 

black hair, and a boomerang-shaped mouth. It has been 
reported on the media that Momo can hack into users’ 
mobiles, once they engage with her by sharing their 

phone number, then send disturbing and graphic photos. 

Users are then challenged to perform ‘dares’,                  
including  acts of self-harm, or face the consequences of 
having their secrets and private information shared 
online. 
 

Is there a ‘real’ Momo involved? Was there ever? Experts 

say: very likely not. Nevertheless, in recent days, reports 
of Momo images and animations cropping up on YouTube 
and YouTube Kids have children worried. 

Term 1  

Mon 11th  Mar Labour day (Public Holiday) 

Thur 14th  Mar Brave Whole School Incursion 

???? 21st  Mar Harmony Day 

Thu 28th Mar Photo Day (Whole School) 

Tue 2nd April 3-6 Lalor District Athletics 

Fri 5th    April Last day of Term 1 
Students dismissed at 1:15pm 

Term 2  

Tues 23rd April First day of Term 2 

Fri 28th June Last day of Term 2 
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A key role for parents is awareness of what children are 
watching and accessing and developing a shared       

agreement with their children about what is appropriate. 
Setting boundaries is important as well as letting         
children know that if they accidentally access something 
that is scary, troubling or not age-appropriate (including 

things that could be in the news), that the best thing to 
do is to talk about it with a trusted adult.  
 

If your child has talked with you about being upset,       
reassure them and let them know that talking about the 
matter was the right thing to do, and that they can       

continue to share their feelings with people such as     
parents and teachers. Letting a child's teacher know is 
also a good step, so that further reassurance and support 
can be provided at school.  
 

For parents, the website Common Sense Media provides 
reviews, information and advice about apps, on-line 

games, social media platforms, websites, movies and TV 
shows in relation to age appropriateness and content 

suitability for children. There are various parent guides 
on https://www.commonsensemedia.org/  including:  

✓ A parent's ultimate guide to YouTube 

✓ Parents' ultimate guide to YouTube Kids  

✓ Parents' ultimate guide to SnapChat  
 

Additionally, the Australian parenting site https://
raisingchildren.net.au/  also has a wealth of information 

regarding many matters in relation to the wellbeing of 
children and advice for parents. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school on           
9465 4317 if you would like to access additional support. 
 

CHILD SAFETY COMMITMENT at TWPS 
 

Thomastown West Primary School is committed to the 
safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. 
This will be the primary focus of our care and                
decision-making.  
 

 

Thomastown West Primary School has zero tolerance for 
child abuse. 
 

 

 

Thomastown West Primary School is committed to 

providing a child safe environment where children and 
young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are 
heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular 

attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal 

children and children from culturally and/or linguistically 
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children 
with a disability.  
 

 

At our school, we advocate that every person involved in 

Thomastown West Primary School 

has a responsibility to understand 
the important and specific role he/
she plays individually and collectively 

to ensure that the wellbeing and 
safety of all children and young     
people is at the forefront of all they 
do and every decision they make.  

 

Gastroenteritis (gastro)  
Many schools have experienced outbreaks of 
gastro across Melbourne. Fortunately, we 
have only had a few cases of    gastro in the 
last couple of weeks. However, please         

support the school in passing on the message 

of good      hygiene,  particularly the  thorough     washing 
of hands with soap and   water.     Gastro is a nasty bug 

and very difficult to avoid in a school 
setting but we can do our best to limit the 
number of incidences. If your child           

presents with symptoms of gastro, we will 

give you a call so your child can go home  and recover.  
 

Bike Riding  
Students in Prep to Year 3 may choose to ride their bike 

to school, however it should be with adult supervision. 

Students can ride to school from Year 4 to 6 without 
adult supervision if they have parent permission and 

they follow the road rules for safe travel. Please           

remember students are not allowed to ride in the school 
grounds and  all students are required to wear a helmet. 
All bike and scooter riders are required to 

wear a bike helmet in Victoria. Research 

indicates that bike helmets greatly reduce 

the risk of head injuries, which are the 
major cause of death and injury to bike 

riders.  For more information:  

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/

cyclist-safety/bike-rider-safety 
 

Sun Smart Concerns 
All students are required to wear a hat for outside play in 
both Term One and Term Four. We have had a spate of 
particularly hot days recently and there have been a 

number of students across all year levels, who are not 

wearing a hat. Some students have said that they have 
lost their hat at home, others were lost at school.  
 

Whilst we have had a few hats for       

students to borrow, we are asking that 
all parents provide their child with a hat 

that is either broad-brimmed, bucket or 
legionnaire hat, so that they can wear it    

during all play and lunch times. 
 
 

We still have a number of weeks left in Term One, so we 

would ask that all  parents check whether their child has 
a hat and if not, they can be purchased from the office. 

Together we can protect all students from the harsh rays 

of the Australian sun at school. 
 

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY  

MARCH 8TH TO ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD.   
International Women’s day celebrates women's      
achievements and tenaciously challenges bias. The         
International Women's Day 2019 campaign theme 
of #BalanceforBetter is a call-to-action for driving gender 

balance across the world. 
 
 

 

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme


LEARNING SUPPORT PROGRAMS  
At Thomastown West Primary School we offer a variety 
of programs to support students. These include:  
 
 

Reading Intervention 
Thomastown West PS uses SSP (Speech, Sound Pics) 
which is a dyslexia friendly program that supports          
students to break up and blend sounds as they learning 

to read or improve their 

reading skills. You may 
have seen the monster 
pictures (pics) that     

represent sounds (picture below) or children singing and 
dancing to monster sounds or even using their duck 

hands in the classroom.  
Kathy and Nadine work with small groups of children, 

and at times individual students to provide additional 
intervention and support for student in the Prep to 2    

area with reading skills.  A note has been sent home    
regarding parent information sessions, if you would like 

to learn more about SSP, please speak to myself the Prep 
teachers or our Office staff. 

Language Support  
The Language Support Program (LSP) is a program        
designed to assist children experiencing moderate to   

severe language difficulty. Our wonderful Aides deliver 

this program to our students, under the guidance of the  

Department of Education (DET) Speech Pathologists.  
Children are taken out of their classroom to work on 

their language abilities in small groups. Before students 

are placed on or taken off LSP they complete a             
comprehensive language assessment with one of the DET 
Speech Pathologists who will then refer them to LSP if 

appropriate. This initial assessment determines the 

child’s language abilities and allows specific goals to be 
set for LSP. Small group instruction is provided on a      

regular basis for students deemed to require additional 
support with their language development.  

English as an Additional Language (EAL)  
A significant number of students at our school are from 

families where English is their second language. The EAL 
program is designed to address specific language needs 

of such students. Mrs Colakovski provides a                  
comprehensive and engaging EAL program at our school, 

that she carefully aligns and complements the learning 

that takes place in the classroom. 
Aide Support  
Students who have been identified under the Program 

for Students with a Disability (PSD) receive funding for 

Aide support. At Thomastown West PS we are very lucky 
to have very experienced, caring and talented Aides who 

support our students. 
Classroom Support  
Identified staff are timetabled to provide additional     
support to specific students and/or programs across all 

year levels. Mrs Allan and I, in conjunction with their    
respective teams, determine the areas of greatest need.  
 

Easter Raffle and Hot Cross Buns  
We are requesting donations of eggs and small gifts for 
the Annual Easter Egg Raffle. Please leave your donations 

at the School Office. The raffle tickets will be sent home 
shortly. In 2019 we are also having a Hot Cross Bun Drive. 

More information to follow. Please support our 2019 
fundraising efforts so we can continue our school  
improvements outside.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Easter Bonnet parade - COMING SOON! 
Your children may have told you… GREAT NEWS! TWPS 

has recommenced our whole school Buddy Program.    

Every 3 weeks on a Tuesday afternoon, two classes (from 
different year levels) get together and complete  learning 

tasks collaboratively. Each students is allocated a buddy 
from the other class. Already this has had a valuable 

effect of increasing the positive interactions and  
connections between students outside at play times. 
 

Later in the term,  the buddies will be 

working  together to create an Easter      

Bonnet for the whole school EASTER    

BONNET PARADE on the last day of school 
Friday 5th April with BUDDIES at 12:15pm.   
 

 
Parents & Carers 

please join us! Feel free to wear your 

bunny ears and decorations!  

 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
This Monday, 11th March, is the Labour Day public      
holiday and I’m sure we will all enjoy the long weekend. 

Take care on the roads if you are travelling.  

 
 
 

Education is Powerful,  
Student Voice Matters,  

Teachers Make a   

Difference  

& Every Day of  
Learning Counts!  

 
Sandi Young 
Principal 
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Stars of the Week 
 

Room 1 Anika Room 9 Sarah  

Room 2 Joana Room  10 Claude  

Room  3 Ryan Room 11 Ethan  

Room 4 Arrina Room  15 Dong  

Room 5 Tristan Room 18 Simon  

Room 6 Alie Room 19 Michael  

Room 8 Olivia Room 20 Nadine  

     

     



Hi everyone! 

Thomastown West Primary is so lucky to be such a multi-cultural school.  
 
In recognition of our Aboriginal students we run a Kooriie Club on Thursday lunchtimes at the Thomastown West  
Community Hub. 
The group do exciting activities such as mural and finger painting. They also play games, enjoy snacks and learn more 
about the wonderful Aboriginal culture. 
 
Last year the group helped to create a beautiful mural (pictured) that will soon be on display for all to enjoy.  
 
I enjoy Koorie Club because… 
 
“It gives everyone the chance to come along and do fun activities” – Aaren 
 
“The painting is so much fun” – Kacey 
 
“We get to draw cool things” – Amber 
 
“I like playing fun games” – Layla 
 
“I like drawing Aboriginal art” – Sarah 
 

Mike Palfrey 
Student Well-Being Officer 
 



 

 

Well done to all the boys and  
girls who are coming to  

school every day.  
 
 

We will announce the winning  
classroom on Tuesday 12th of March. 

Uniform Shop  
The uniform shop is located at Thomastown  

Secondary College. In Term One it operates  

every Tuesday afternoon between 2.00pm-

3.00pm. From Term 2 onwards it will  

operate every second Tuesday. 

Our annual Easter fundraiser will  
kicked off Monday 4th of March! Or-
der form will be given to students on 
Monday. For every 6 pack of Hot 
Cross Buns you order, Bakers Delight  
Rivergum will give $2 to our school. 
The more buns you purchase the more 
profit TWPS makes.   

Please fill out your order form and bring it 
back to the office by Thursday the 28th of 
March.  

 Breakfast 

Club 
All the students have been so polite and helpful 

at breakfast club, thank you! 

 

Just a reminder that the breakfast club runs 

from 8.00am to 8.30am and is located at the 

Multi Purpose Room. There is toast, cereal, 

fruit and Milo  available. 

Please note students are required to stay in 

the room until Mrs Young arrives on Yard Duty 

at 8.30am. 

Introduction to Basic Bookkeeping & 
MYOB Skills 

 
A short course for those who want to learn how to 
use a computer-based accounting system (MYOB) to 
perform basic bookkeeping procedures.  
 Starts Thursday 7 March , 12.30– 3.00 pm, 16  
sessions 
at Merrilands Community Centre, 35 Sturdee St,  
Reservoir 

 

Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or visit our web-
site: www.prace.vic.edu.au 

 

 

 

http://www.prace.vic.edu.au/







