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IMPORTANT DATES:
Term 1
Thu
21st Feb

Parent Information Session

Mon

11th March

Labour day (Public Holiday)

Thur

14th March

Brave incursion (whole School)

Thu

28th March

Photo Day (whole School)

Tue

2nd April

3-6 Lalor District Athletics

Fri

5th April

Last day of Term 1

Essential Resources Bookpacks

Term 2
Tues

23rd April

First day of Term 2

Fri

28th June

Last day of Term 2

Mon

15th July

First day of Term 3

Fri

16th August*

Curriculum Day**

Term 3

Fri

th

20 September

Last day of Term 3

Term 4
Mon
Mon
Fri

teachers focused on their learning needs. I look forward to
seeing these develop in the coming weeks. When visiting the
Grade 1/2s this week, I was drawn to a pre-writing lesson about
summer. Teachers used a visual stimulus to build student
vocabulary about summer. After making a sun together,
students used their knowledge of the sun, heat and summer to
create a list of rich and exciting words which they will be used
in a writing piece. I was excited to see students working in
groups to brainstorm words and share words like melting,
graceful and satisfied with the class. Photos of these wonderful
learning experiences are on page 3.

th

First day of Term 4

th

Report Writing Day**

7 October
4 November
th

20 December

Last day of Term 4

*Date corrected from previous newsletter.
**Students do not attend school on these days.
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From the Assistant Principal
Can you believe it? At TWPS we are into our third week of
learning! Due to the dedication and forward planning of teachers,
classroom learning programs are well underway and students are
settling into their routines quickly and easily. On a personal level,
the last three weeks have absolutely flown by and I feel that I am
starting to get a real sense of the things that make Thomastown
West special. I would like to extend my thanks to the staff,
students and wider TWPS school community for their patience
and support as I settle into my role as Assistant Principal.
It has been a pleasure to visit classrooms this week. When moving
around the school I have noticed that students are being exposed
to some of the High Impact Teaching Strategies outlined in the
Department of Education’s Victorian Teaching Model. In particular,
I
have
noticed Learning Intentions and Success Criteria used frequently
across the school. Students are familiar with the language of
Learning Intentions and Success Criteria and are able to use these
to develop and work towards specific learning goals each lesson.
When visiting the Grade 3/4s and 5/6s on Wednesday, I observed
that Numeracy groups have commenced. Students were
working across their numeracy levels with students and

Thank you to the majority of families who have paid for
Bookpacks this year. There are a number of families who are
using the payment plan option. However, there are a number
of families who have not paid for any Essential Resources for
their child/children as yet. If you have any financial difficulties
or require more time or assistance, please make a time to
speak to Mrs. Young or myself. We are happy to assist families
where possible so your child does not miss out.

Classroom expectations
This week, a focus across our classrooms has been the
development of classroom expectations. At TWPS our expected
behaviours are documented in our School Wide Positive
Behaviour Matrix. I have included the Positive School Wide
Behaviours Matrix in this newsletter to remind families of the
expected behaviours and high expectations we have of all our
students. This has also been sent home with your child’s
classroom agreement. Using this matrix, teachers and students
have been working collaboratively to identify which learning
responsibilities they agree to uphold in their classrooms. When
moving around the learning spaces I have been impressed by
the thoughtful discussions amongst students. I was particularly
impressed to hear the following comments from Room 20 and
Room 18 this week:
“A great learner is someone that asks deep thinking
questions”
“A great learner is someone that faces their partner and
makes eye contact with them”
“A great learner is someone that knows their friends are not
always their best learning partners”
As a result of these discussions, all classes have developed a
classroom agreement which will be sent home by the end of
this week, Friday 15th of February. We invite you to discuss
these agreements and the matrix with your child.

Prep 2019
A big congratulation to all Prep parents and their families on a
fantastic and committed start to their schooling careers. Prep
students are coming to class on time, dressed beautifully in
their uniforms and enter the room ready for learning. Prep

teachers have been working hard to build routines by creating
visual timetables, modelling how to transition between
activities and giving out a lot of positive praise for students
trying hard and achieving success! We would like to welcome
all of our delightful Preps and their families into our
community!
Our Prep students have also had their first week of Specialist
classes. Mr. Rosa, Mrs. Sheean, Mrs. Bridges and Mrs. Raif
report that all Preps thoroughly enjoyed the experiences in
Music, Art, Auslan and PE. A big thank you to Mrs. Irons, Mrs.
Bellofiore, and Mrs. Walters, our wonderful Education
Support Staff, for their support of the Preps as they move
about the school and settle into their routines. Please turn to
page 3 to see the smiling faces of our Preps!

a year. At TWPS, we have already established our independent
reading program for 2019. Classes across the school have visited
the TWPS Library and have a range of just right books in their
book boxes. When visiting Room 10 this week I witnessed students being timed while reading to measure and increase their
reading stamina. In addition to the reading students do at school,
we encourage families to structure at least 20 minutes every
evening to read to or with your child. For students that are more
independent readers, families can follow up with questions such
as “Does your opinion of this character change during the story?
How and Why? And If you met one of the characters from the
story, what would you say to him / her?”

Writing
On one of our curriculum days before students commenced
back at school, we had the passionate Anne Angelopoulos
deliver a workshop with our staff on Writing. The focus of this
workshop was to explore how students become confident
and passionate writers. As a group, we discussed the
mechanics of writing and the structure of genres such as
explanation texts, narrative texts and description texts with
an awareness that some of our students find it difficult to
generate ideas and express themselves in their writing. Anne
spoke about students being authors and how important
writing for pleasure and with purpose is. She provided staff
with a range of tools that help build vocabulary and build
confidence in our writers. A significant amount of time will be
dedicated this year to extending students’ knowledge of
synonyms and antonyms and building a love of writing. Staff
are looking forward to implementing many of the strategies
that Anne modelled and also watching Anne come and teach
in our classrooms over the next two terms.

Reading Program
Research shows that the longer students read each day the
more vocabulary they acquire. In fact, if your child reads for
20 minutes a day they will exposed to nearly 2 million words
Here are some
examples of the
Writing Model in
Action. Thank
you to
Room 9, 4, 10
for sharing!

Have a lovely weekend with your loved ones and see you
on Monday for another week of learning!
Terri Allan
Assistant Principal

TERM 1

PARENT INFORMATION
SESSIONS
THURSDAY 21st
FEBRUARY
*More information was sent home this afternoon.

This year
our Preps
are in
Rooms 2, 3
and 8
Welcome to
our
fabulous
2019 Preps!

Eight days
of learning
and
counting….

Stars of the Week
Term 1 - Week 3

Room 1

Harry

Room 9

Christopher

Room 2

Shenayah

Room 10

Tina,May & Mia

Room 3

Chloe

Room 11

Hudson

Room 4

Marcus

Room 15

Jasmine

Room 5

Destiny

Room 18

Epati

Room 6

Sussan

Room 19

Talissa

Room 8

Djaron

Room 20

Zahraa

Cup of Life

Well done to all the boys and girls who are
coming to school every day.
The room in Week 1 Term 1
that had the BEST ATTENDANCE is ROOM 9

Breakfast Club
All the students have been so polite and helpful at
breakfast club, thank you!
Just a reminder that the breakfast club runs from
8am to 8.30am and is located at the Multi Purpose
Room. There is toast, cereal, fruit and Milo
available.
Please remember, students are required to stay in
the room until Mrs Young arrives on Yard Duty at
8.30am.

Student Wellbeing
Hi everyone!
I had the pleasure of attending the Grade 5 camp at
Cottage by the Sea in Queenscliff last week. On Monday
we all piled into buses to get to the camp. It was plain to
see that the students were very excited, there was a lot of
singing and laughing going on! After about 90 mins we got
to the camp and it was a joy to see the student’s happy
faces when viewing the amazing, beach side property.
The staff at the camp are fantastic and the kids were very
respectful towards them and the camp. It was great to see
them practicing our school values outside of school. There
was always something to do at the camp and therefore no
chance to be bored! They enjoyed activities such as surfing
(as did I!), boogie boarding, exploring rock pools, rope
obstacle courses, beach walks, a marine centre visit and
much more!
10 lucky students were chosen at random to go fishing on
a boat with Mr B. What an experience of a lifetime! Most
of the kids had never been fishing before and were absolutely thrilled about the opportunity. All of the students
managed to catch fish and they cooked and ate what they
caught when they were back on dry land. To top it all off,
each of the students were given a brand-new fishing rod
to take home with them. Incredible!
With so many activities happening, the week absolutely
flew by! Before long it was Friday and time for some very
tired students (and staff!) to board the buses to come back
to school. Cottage by the Sea is a brilliant camp and I encourage all parents to allow their children to attend any
future camps there. It really is the experience of a life
time. Remember to check out the photos on the school
website if you haven’t already!
Why is it important for students to attend camp?
It helps develop their social skills
They learn how to do things for themselves
They learn how to make responsible choices
It helps them to learn about the environment

Lunches at TWPS
For students who have forgotten their lunch, help
is at hand ! Come and grab a
sandwich and some fruit at
the Multi Purpose Room
during eating time.

Mike Palfrey
Student Well-Being Officer

National Apology Day

On Tuesday, I was given the chance to be apart of a very special and amazing event held at the Barry Road
Community Center for National Apology Day. With the time I had there I listened to Kevin Rudd’s Indigenous
Apology to Australia. I learnt more about my culture, and I also had the opportunity to watch some of the Elders
complete some wood burning. Three students attended, Jack, Anthony and myself. We all had a fun and amazing
time there. I would like to thank Mrs Young and Mrs V for taking us there in a very cool looking taxi.
By Aaren Teiona

Who Will Explain
Who will explain on this their sorry day,
Why from their loved ones they were taken away.
They’ve been told “for a better life and education.”
If that be true, why does it split a nation?
We hear lots of reasons from those who could not know,
Because with their loved ones they were not allowed to grow.
They did not see the happiness, or smile upon a face.
Or know the warmth inside from a loved one’s embrace.
Suddenly without warning it was all gone.
Amidst strange faces, they were all alone.
Who will explain after all these years?
The reason, when alone, they cried an ocean of tears.
Until we’ve know the loneliness they kept inside
Until we know the sadness they did hide.
How can we not say sorry for the wrong that’s been done.
How can we, as a nation, be one.
Maggie. D
1998

Introduction to Basic Bookkeeping & MYOB Skills
A short course for those who want to learn how to use a computer-based accounting system (MYOB) to perform basic
bookkeeping procedures.
Starts Thursday 21 February , 12.30– 3.00 pm, 16 sessions
at Merrilands Community Centre, 35 Sturdee St, Reservoir
Retail Industry Program
Gain retail, customer service and sales skills.
Starts 18 February, Monday and Thursdays, 9.30am—2.30pm and runs for 16 sessions.
Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or visit our website: www.prace.vic.edu.au

