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98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074 – Ph: 9465 4317  
 

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Website: www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

TERM 1 2021 

Tue 23 Mar 
School Council: Annual General    
Public Meeting 6:30pm at TWPS. 
Guests welcome! 

Mon 29 Mar 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Wed 31 Mar 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Students only attend school at the 
time of their Conference meeting. 

Thurs 01 Apr 

Last Day of Term 1 
12:15pm Assembly 
Easter Bonnet Parade & Raffle Prizes 
1:15pm Students dismissed  

TERM 2 2021 

Mon 19 Apr First Day of Term  2 

Thurs 22 Apr Whole school photo day  

Thu 17 Jun 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

No. 7  19th March 2021 
 

From the Principal 
Parent Teacher Conference Meetings 
Parent-Teacher conference meetings are valuable. You 
can learn where you can help your child and discover their 

next steps for their learning growth.  They can also help 

the teacher understand more about your child. Most       
importantly, your child feels supported at school when 

their parents and teachers are well-connected. 
 

Last week, we sent home a notice about our Parent     
Teacher interviews, or as we call them ‘Conference 

Meetings’. At this stage, we have 93 bookings, which is less 
than one third of our families. Please log into Compass and 

book your teacher Conference meeting OR call the Office 

( 9465 4317 ) for support. Let’s aim for 90%  next week! 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Harmony Day  
Harmony Day is observed annually on 21 March in       
Australia. However, at Thomastown West Primary School 
we did not want to miss out on the opportunity to 

acknowledge and celebrate the cohesive and inclusive 
nature of TWPS and promote our culturally diverse 
school. Harmony Day was initially celebrated in 1999. 

Harmony Day coincides with the UN's International Day 

for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, which was 
established in 1966 with the aim of eradicating racism 
and racially-fuelled hate crime. 
 

Harmony Day is represented by an orange ribbon, and 
participants are encouraged to wear orange due to      
connotations of social communication, freedom of ideas 

and encouragement of mutual respect. Australia prides 
itself on being a multi-cultural society, with figures     
showing that nearly half of all Australians were born 
overseas, with the country seeing a high volume of      

migration every year. On top of this, more than 70        
Indigenous languages are spoken in Australia and it has a 
very rich tribal heritage. 
 

 

The continuing message of Harmony Day is 'Everybody 

Belongs' and its annual observance aims to encourage 
inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, 
regardless of cultural background, and celebrate core 
Australian values. 
 

Thank you to the students, families and staff who wore 
orange to school today to celebrate Harmony Day. It was 

fabulous to see the students involved in the Harmony 
Day activities through the day! 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au


School Review Update 
The School Review has officially finished! A big thank you 
to the Parents and Carers who met with the school     
reviewer last week. They gave our Reviewer (Carol) an 
insight into learning at Thomastown West Primary from 

a parents’ perspective. Carol also met with many      
different groups of students, Education Support staff, 
Teachers, our Learning Specialist, Wellbeing Team, and 

members of the leadership team. Yesterday, the review 
team provided an initial report on their analysis of our 
data and observations. We have already begun to utilise 
this information to develop some initial whole school 

goals and key improvement strategies around Literacy,        
Numeracy and Student Agency for the next four years.  
 

Student Leader Update 
Our SRC, Student Voice leaders and Class Captains have 

been appointed. These students will receive their      

leadership badges at the end of Term assembly on 
Thursday 1st April at 12:15pm.  
We hope that you will join us! 
 

 

Easter Bonnet parade and Buddies! 
GREAT NEWS! TWPS will recommence our whole school 
Buddy Program next week. Every 3 weeks on a Wednesday 
afternoon, two classes (from different year levels) get     
together and complete  learning tasks collaboratively. Each 

student is allocated a buddy from the other class. In        
previous years we have noticed that this has had a         
valuable effect of increasing the positive interactions and        

connections between students outside at play times. Later 
in the term,  the buddies will be working  together to     
create an Easter Bonnet for the whole school EASTER    
BONNET PARADE on the last day of school at 12:15pm.  

Please join us! Feel free to wear your own bunny ears!  
  

SSP for Parents 
On Wednesday of this week our Prep families attended a 

SSP Information Session to learn more about the program 

and how they can support their children at home. Thank 
you to the Parents and Carers who took advantage of this 
fantastic learning opportunity that will support their child! 

Thank you also to Mrs Sue Hrovat and Miss Kiara Galea 
who supported Mrs Kathy Davies in ensuring the afternoon 
and evening sessions were a success! 
 

 

 

 
 



Be Kind! 
At this time of the term, many of us are tired! Had you 
noticed it is a longer Term 1 than usual? Whether it is 
from all of our hard work, how busy we are, tough times 
or it could be what people are calling the COVID-19      

Hangover… It could even be all of the above! I have       
spoken to other Principals in our Whittlesea Network and 
we are not the only school feeling it! What can you do to 

help? Let’s   support one another, be kind and remember 
our school value of empathy. I have included a fun       
Kindness Easter Countdown below that you may enjoy 
completing with your family. 

 
Education is Powerful, Student Voice and Agency Matters, 
Teachers Make a  Difference &   
Every Day of  Learning Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 
Principal 

 

From the Acting Assistant Principal 
It’s very exciting to be part of the Thomastown West PS 

community for the remainder of the school year. I have 
been lucky to meet many of you and your wonderful     
children, mainly through them asking me “How do I say 
your name again?” I get it! It’s tricky! I’d like to thank you 

for your warm welcome to the TWPS community.  I look 
forward to meeting everyone so if I haven’t met you 
please come over and say hello!  

  
I have been working in Victorian Government primary 

schools for almost 20 years, most of those years spent at 
Thomastown East Primary School, 2.4km down the road 

and across the train tracks! I have taught across all year 
levels and have been a Curriculum Leader for the last 5 

years.  When the opportunity to work with our school 
leader Sandi Young again arose I knew I had to cross the 
train tracks and head West! I know she’s a passionate 
educator and it is evident that all the staff follow in her     

footsteps and work hard to deliver quality teaching and 
learning tailored your child.  
  
I have three boys, two 11 year old boys (yes twins!) and 
a 13 year old.  Like lots of you, I spend the weekend   
running around after my sports crazy children and you’ll 
find me at a basketball stadium or football oval! We also 

enjoy cheering on our favourite ALF teams and NBL 
teams, Melbourne United and South East Phoenix .  
  
Once again, thank you to everyone for making me feel 

very welcome. I look forward to supporting the school 
community to develop the TWPS  students to become 
the best they can be.  
  
 
Rebecca Szeremeta  

Acting Assistant Principal 

 

 
 
 





HARMONY DAY 



HARMONY   DAY   2021 



It’s EASY to BOOK your 2021 Parent / Teacher Meeting 

Your      child’s name 

Term 1 Parent/Teacher Conference Meetings  

Wednesday 31st March 2021 

Thomastown West Primary School will use COMPASS again for booking our Parent/Teacher Conference Meetings.  

From 5pm this afternoon you can book your child(ren) meeting ONLINE using COMPASS! (We will not activate the 
button until 5pm. Do not panic if you can’t  find where to click, as it will not work until 5pm this afternoon).  

GREAT NEWS! When you use COMPASS to book a meeting with your teacher, it will be a time that you choose, which 
suits YOUR FAMILY! This year, it is really easy to let us know (on Compass) if you require an interpreter! 

For parents that do not have access to the Internet at home, at work, Thomastown Library, or at a friend’s house, 
support will be available at the Office from Monday 15th March 2021 onwards, so that parents can still make  

bookings online. The Parent/Teacher meetings is strictly 15 minutes and spaces are  limited.   

Parents can change their bookings, any time prior to the closing date, by re-visiting COMPASS, and following the     

instructions. Remember to use the same COMPASS log in, you used when you made your original booking. 

To  book a time for your Parent/Teacher meeting for Wednesday 31st March: 
 

 

1. Login to Compass:  

Use your parent login details.  

• Please do not give these to your child.  

• Your login details are unique to you and provide 

you with ongoing parent access to Compass and 

information about your child(ren). 

• If you have problems... click on the:   

‘Can’t access your account?’  

2. Click Book Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 

 







1/2 Forces Incursion 
This term the grade  1/2 Inquiry unit is called Forces. The students 

learnt about pushing and pulling and how they use it in their daily lives. 

They also identified how forces can make things move, change speed or 

change shape.   

 



 

Hi 
At Thomastown, I sometimes encourage student to take a walk around the school when they 

are feeling upset. This has many benefits such as calming anxieties and getting rid of that extra 

anxious energy you carry around. Walking can also be a great way to prevent a child from 

getting more upset and stop them from escalating their emotions or behaviors. 

 

Walking regularly at home has many benefits and can be a great way to promote physical 

health  and encourage positive health habits. It also is a great way to manage your emotions 

and stresses, and be a great way to de stress and let go of some of the things that have       

happened throughout the week. Kids can find this especially helpful if they are struggling with 

school or friends or any big changes in life.  

 

The biggest challenge of regularly going for walks can sometimes be in motivating your kids to 

put down their devices and screens and get up and moving outside. If you want to get your 

kids more interested in walking, you might need some extra encouragement and tricks to get 

them interested in exploring the outdoors.    

 

So, if you are wanting to take your family on a walk, but need to motivate your kids here are a 

list of walking games to play with your kids to help motivate them to get out of the house.  

 

➢ Scavenger hunt: give the kids a list of things they have to find on their walk 
 

➢ Matchbox walk: Give your kids a small box to take with them on their walk and               

encourage them to fill it with little treasures they find as they walk like rocks or feathers 
 

➢ Coin walk: Take a coin and let the coin decide which way you go! Every time you get to a  

junction, heads can go left and tails can go  right.  
 

➢ Start a nature journal: Take a little notebook with you and record the things you see on 

your walk. 
 

➢ Set your kids a challenge: Can they climb up that hill backwards? Can they collect the 

smallest rock? Little challenges on the way can help motivate them to keep going.  
 

➢ Photo scavenger hunt: Challenge your kids to take a photo of different things as they 

walk. For example, something yellow or something that makes you laugh.  

 

If you are noticing that your kids seem lethargic or bored this weekend, try taking a walk! 

Have a great weekend!  

 

Angelique Vardis (Miss. V) 

Wellbeing Officer 



Stars of the Week 

Avya 2 
For always being respectful in the classroom and showing fantastic whole body 
listening! 

Ella  3 For always being focused and being responsible  

Dion 5 
For striving to be his best, and trying really hard with his hand-writing through-
out the week.  

Martin 6 For finishing SSP Blue Level 

Denison  19 
For always doing the right thing even when he is not asked and showing  
respect at all times.  

Kreon 
20 

 For being respectful and always completes set activities in class. 

Muhamed 9 
For showing empathy towards  a class member and helping them when they 

needed support  

 10  

D’Lae 11 
For having an open mind towards his learning. He is always willing to have a go 
with all tasks.  

Fouad 12 
For engaging in lessons and taking control of his next steps in his learning. You 
are more than capable, so keep it up!  

Liam  15 
For his generous contribution to the school Easter raffle by purchasing a raffle 
for each one of his classmates  

Caner  17 For being an active listener  and willing to take on challenges  

Kowsar 18 
For being responsible, always ready to learn and living by the school values in 
all she does.  

Vae  
Music: For outstanding work on the ukulele and for always trying her hardest 

in music.  

Bella    
Auslan: For making a fantastic start to her Auslan learning. What a Super 

Star! Welcome to TWPS Bella!  

Yousef Rm 9  PE: For his amazing effort during athletics try outs. 

Term 1 - Week 8 



Term 1 Week 8 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week. The shaded boxes  
below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 82% 84% Room 9 90% 94% 

Room 3 79% 81% Room 10 94% 98% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 86% 88% 

Room 5 81% 90% Room 12 90% 100% 
Room  6 92% 90% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 85% 93% Room 15 90% 97% 

Room 20 87% 91% Room 17 9 3% 89% 

      Room 18 91% 94% 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to all of the students who  

have attended school every day. 

Congratulations 

The room in Week 8 that had the         

BEST ATTENDANCE     

was Room  12 

           
 

 THOMASTOWN WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL Easter Hamper Raffle 

Individual Hampers in each Classroom to be drawn on Thursday 1st April . Tickets are $1.00 

each. Please fill out the sheet which was sent home this week with your name and phone number and 

return with your money to the School by Tuesday 30th March, 2021. The tickets will be cut up and put in 

a draw for individual  Classroom Hampers.  The Fundraising committee thank you for your support. 



 

Congratulations to  

Room 12  with  

  165 Dojo points  

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Week 8 
 

 

Prep 
Ella 

 6 Dojos 

Grade    Jerome  

12Dojos 

Grade   Alessandro 

12 Dojos 

Grade 

5/6 

Mia  

16 Dojos 

Top  

earner 

across the  

school! 

Mia M  

16  Dojos 





 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Thomastown West School Community,  

My name is Tess Handley and I will be the Side by Side Teacher here for the 

next 12 months. The Side by Side Program supports students and families get 

to school, be happy at school and to be the best learners they can be! 

I’m looking forward to getting to know you all! 

 

 



 
 
 

Homework Club at 
the HUB  

 
 

✓ TWPS together with Whittlesea Community Connections, is offering Homework 

Club as an afterschool program each Wednesday from 3:30-4:30pm.  

 

✓ Students can bring their schoolwork/ homework and receive extra support with  

numeracy, reading and writing. The program is run by trained staff from 

Whittlesea Community Connections. Sarah is the Homework education support 

worker. 

 

✓ We currently have vacancies in the Homework Club program  

(please note this is separate to the Cool Learning Club which commences in Term 2) 

Numbers are also limited.  

 

If you are interested for you child to attend, please leave your details at the office.  

Registration forms need to be completed and returned to school  

 

 
 
 
 
Thanking you,                                                                  
Heather Baniowski 
1/2 Teacher and HUB Liaison 
 







 

 

 

 
 

All students should be at school punctually in school uniform that day.   
Orders will be made on line via the school photos webpage. We will have more details 

closer to the date on how to order and pay for school photos. 

2021 Essential Resources Book Packs  

Thank you to the majority of families who have 

paid for their Essential Resources Book Packs this 

year. I also am aware of a number of  families who 

are using the  payment plan option. There are a 

number of families who have not paid for any  
supplies for their child/children as yet. If you have 

any financial difficulties or require more time or 

assistance, please make a time to speak to me. We 

are happy to assist families where possible so your 
child does not miss out.  

Breakfast Club 
All the students have been so polite and       

helpful at breakfast club, thank you! 

Just a reminder that the breakfast club runs 

from 8.00am to 8.30am and is located at the 

Multi Purpose Room. There is toast, cereal, 

fruit and Milo  available. 

Please note students are required to stay in 

the room until Mrs Young arrives on Yard     

Duty at 8.30am. 

TWPS Fundraiser 

Our annual Easter fundraiser kicked off on Monday 1st  of March! Order forms were 

given to students. For every 6 pack of Hot Cross Buns you order,  

Bakers Delight  Rivergum will give $2 to our school. The more buns you purchase 

the more profit TWPS makes.   

Please fill out your order form and bring it back to the office by  

Friday the 26th of March.  

Orders will be ready to collect on Thursday 1st of April 

which is the last day of Term 1. 

 

Our school photos will be taken on Thursday 22nd April.  









OUR  

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Uniform Shop Opening Times for 2021 

 

 





Face masks are mandatory in all indoor spaces and in the following locations: 
• on public transport 

• when riding in a ride share or taxi 

• on domestic flights to and from Victoria 

• at airports. 

 

You must always carry a face mask with you when you  

leave home unless you have a lawful reason not to.  
 

You must wear a face mask whenever you cannot keep  

1.5 metres distance from others outdoors ( 









M80 Upgrade - Blaxland Ave  

overpass  

closure from 9 March to 9 April 






