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TERM 1 2021 

Thu 18 Mar 1/2 Incursion (Full steam ahead) 

Tue 23 Mar 
School Council: Annual General    
Public Meeting 6:30pm at TWPS. 
Guests welcome! 

Mon 29 Mar 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Wed 31 Mar 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Students only attend school at the 
time of their interview. 

Thurs 01 Apr 

Last Day of Term 1 
12:15pm Assembly 
Easter Bonnet Parade & Raffle Prizes 
1:15pm Students dismissed  

TERM 2 2021 

Mon 19 Apr First Day of Term  2 

Thurs 22 Apr Whole school photo day  

Thu 17 Jun 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

No. 6  12th March 2021 
 

From the Principal 
 

CHILD SAFETY COMMITMENT at TWPS 

Thomastown West Primary School is committed to the   
safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This 

will be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.  
 

Thomastown West Primary School has zero tolerance for 
child abuse. 
 

Thomastown West Primary School is committed to      

providing a child safe environment where children and 

young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are 
heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular 

attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal 
children and children from culturally and/or linguistically 

diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with 
individual and special needs. 
 

At our school, we advocate that every person involved in 

Thomastown West Primary School has a        
responsibility to understand the important 
and specific role he/she plays individually 

and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing 
and safety of all children and young people is 
at the forefront of all they do and every     
decision they make.  

Teacher Professional Practice days 
As part of The Victorian Schools Agreement from 2017,        

teachers across the state of Victoria and at Thomastown 
West Primary School, are entitled to one Professional 

Practice Day each term. On Professional Practice Days 
(PPD) teachers are released from scheduled duties,      

including classroom teaching. This time release is          
provided to teachers so that they can focus on work      

selected from the following areas: planning, preparation, 
collaboration, curriculum development, professional    

development and peer observation. These days enable 
our teachers to  prepare lessons for our students, correct 
work, plan term planners together, finish student         
assessment and a wide range of other professional       

duties.  
 

This term, teachers are using their Professional Practice 
Days (PPD) to work together and plan Term 2’s teaching 

and learning program. On the days indicated below , it 
will still be a regular school day, all students attend 

8:45am – 3:15pm, the only difference is there will be a 
different teacher in your child’s classroom delivering the 

pre-planned learning activities.  

 

 

We have already discussed next term’s PPDs. We have    

identified the advantages of next term, teachers                

collaborating with one another and moderating student 
assessment. 

We may be at the end of week 7 of a 10 week term but 

we have a HUGE three weeks to finish off the term. 
Please review the important dates listed  on this page. 
 

Compass reminder 
If you cannot access Compass you are missing out! 
TWPS uses Compass to communicate with our Parents 
and Carers. Our Parent/Teacher meetings are later this 
term and you will need Compass to book your interview 

times! Please speak to the Office staff if you would like 

help.  

26 March Prep Teachers Planning Day 

23 March 3/4 Teachers Planning Day 

22  March 1/2 Teachers Planning Day 

25 March 5/6 Teachers Planning Day 

*Specialist teachers will be taking their days individually over 

the next 2 weeks. 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au


Parent/Teacher Conference Meeting 
 

When: Wednesday 31st March 2021 
         

Who: Students,  Parents or Carers and the teacher. 
**Students only attend school at the time of their  

     interview** 
 

What: TWPS has improved and refined their reporting to 
parents this year. Each term  Parents and Carers will   
receive information about their child’s learning  progress. 
 

Term 1 and 3: Parent/Teacher Interviews 
 

Term 2 and 4: Written Semester reports are available via 
Compass. To support families who have English as a     
second language, TWPS will also provide an interpreter 

day in Terms 2 and 4, to support families in                           
understanding their child’s Semester report. 
 

Please check out page 3, 4 and 5 for the instructions 

about how to book your Parent/Teacher Conference 
Meeting. 
 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL:  Annual Public Meeting  
On Tuesday 23rd March 6.30-7.30pm the TWPS Annual 

General Meeting will be conducted in the staff room. Our 

school’s achievements, performance and financial        
position for 2020 against the 2017-2020 School Strategic 

Plan will be discussed. Please RSVP to the TWPS office if 

you plan to attend, phone 94654317. 
 

Anaphylaxis & Allergies  
There are students across the school who may suffer 

from some form of reaction when exposed to certain 
food products. These reactions can vary from being mild 
through to being life threatening. Students are actively    

discouraged from sharing foods at all times as a              

pro-active precautionary strategy implemented across 
the school. To further reduce the risk to exposure, we ask 

that parents refrain from particularly including nut based 
products in school lunches where possible. We              

understand that it is not practical to ban all foods that my      
trigger an allergic reaction for students. As always, this 
requires a common sense approach to help minimise     

exposure for affected students. If your child suffers 

from an allergy, has asthma or has an epi-pen, we 

request that an up to date copy of their Asthma or 

Allergy/Anaphylaxis Plan is provided to the school 
as soon as possible. If you have any queries or           

concerns on this important matter, please don’t hesitate 
to make contact with the main office on 94654317. 
 

 

Some very exciting news for TWPS 
Last night, we received the news we have been waiting 
for… “I am pleased to confirm that all the reviews of your 
project have now been completed and will provide the 
formal approval to award contract shortly.” Wahoo! 

What does this mean? It means, that in our not too      
distant future, TWPS will have the following  constructed:  

✓ A new shelter over the junior playground and new 

sandpit. 
✓ A new shelter over the Grades 3-6  playground . 

✓ A sheltered walk-way from the Junior building to the 

Grade 3/4 building. 
✓ Asphalt that extends out basketball court. 

✓ A shelter over the basketball court. 

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
This year, one of our whole school goals is to significantly 
improve our overall student attendance.  Did you know that 

our average student attendance is double the State’s        

average for an individual student’s school’s attendance!!?? 
 
Why is good attendance important?  
✓ It supports your child’s learning.  

✓ It supports your child’s wellbeing and friendships. 

✓ Your child will feel more connected to our school 

✓ It helps students in secondary college, university or an 

apprenticeship.  
✓  It helps students get a good job.  

 

What happens when a pupil misses too much school?  
✓ They do not know how to complete work set.  

✓ They feel left out in lessons and get behind.  

✓ They can lose their sense of belonging and lose              

connections with their friends.  

✓ They can become anxious and find it increasing            

difficult to come into school.  
 

What can we do to improve attendance?  

Here are some tips to help your child achieve good attend-
ance and punctuality:  

✓ Have a regular bed time.  

✓ Record TV programs to watch the next day.  

✓ Give them their own alarm clock.  

✓ Have them get their bag and uniform ready the night 

before.  
✓ Have a quiet time before bed, turn off the TV, computer 

and mobile phone.  
✓ Have a reliable friend or relative call for them in the 

morning.  

 
 

Education is Powerful,  

Student Voice and Agency Matters, 
Teachers Make a  Difference &   
Every Day of  
Learning Counts!  

 
Sandi Young 
Principal 
 

 
 

 



It’s EASY to BOOK your 2021 Parent / Teacher Meeting 

Your      child’s name 

Term 1 Parent/Teacher Conference Meetings  

Wednesday 31st March 2021 

Thomastown West Primary School will use COMPASS again for booking our Parent/Teacher Conference Meetings.  

From 5pm this afternoon you can book your child(ren) meeting ONLINE using COMPASS! (We will not activate the 
button until 5pm. Do not panic if you can’t  find where to click, as it will not work until 5pm this afternoon).  

GREAT NEWS! When you use COMPASS to book a meeting with your teacher, it will be a time that you choose, which 

suits YOUR FAMILY! This year, it is really easy to let us know (on Compass) if you require an interpreter! 

For parents that do not have access to the Internet at home, at work, Thomastown Library, or at a friend’s house, 
support will be available at the Office from Monday 15th March 2021 onwards, so that parents can still make  

bookings online. The Parent/Teacher meetings is strictly 15 minutes and spaces are  limited.   

Parents can change their bookings, any time prior to the closing date, by re-visiting COMPASS, and following the     

instructions. Remember to use the same COMPASS log in, you used when you made your original booking. 

To  book a time for your Parent/Teacher meeting for Wednesday 31st March: 
 

 

1. Login to Compass:  

Use your parent login details.  

• Please do not give these to your child.  

• Your login details are unique to you and provide 

you with ongoing parent access to Compass and 

information about your child(ren). 

• If you have problems... click on the:   

‘Can’t access your account?’  

2. Click Book Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

Add aphoto here 

 

 

Add a photo here 



Stars of the Week 

Kaiden  2 For always striving to be his best when practising his SSP at school and at home.  

Desmond 3 For always attempting tasks willingly and trying his best. 

Attila 5 For striving to be his best. He has been staying focused in each of his lessons and has 

Chloe 6 For always striving to be her best in everything she does. 

Hareem  19 
For always having a positive attitude to school and challenging herself to improve in all 

areas of learning.  

Baria  
20 

 
For having a positive attitude and always striving to be her best, especially with her 
SSP work. 

Harry 9 
For consistently demonstrating responsibility and leadership. He always has a positive  
attitude . 

Julian  

 

Ian  
10 

For striving to be his best by following the morning routine and commencing reading 
to self immediately. Keep this up Julian! You’re setting a great example. 
 

For accepting feedback and willingly making changes to improve his writing. 

lucas 11 Accepting feedback and willingly making changes to improve his writing.  

Abdul 12 
Engaging in his learning and taking ownership of his next steps to succeed and achieve 
the learning intention 

Francesco  15 
For always having a positive attitude towards his learning and for writing a great  
narrative  

Makeisha  17 For striving to be her best and participating and sharing her ideas in maths this week. 

Christopher  18 
For demonstrating responsibility by completing all his work and being open and ac-
cepting of feedback. Keep up all the great work! 

Jada  Music: For being an enthusiastic student in Music and always having a smile on her 

face!  

Hazen  Auslan: For trying his best and displaying a positive attitude to his Auslan learning.  

Lucas   Art:  For being a super student with a great attitude towards his learning in Art.  

Daniel G  & Tifa  PE: For showing great sportsmanship and empathy during Inter school Sports  

Term 1 - Week 7 



Term 1 Week 7 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week. The shaded boxes  

below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 90% 82% Room 9 95% 90% 

Room 3 78% 79% Room 10 89% 94% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 92% 86% 

Room 5 87% 81% Room 12 94% 90% 

Room  6 92% 92% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 97% 85% Room 15 96% 90% 

Room 20 93% 87% Room 17 94% 93% 

      Room 18 91% 91% 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to all of the students who  

have attended school every day. 

Congratulations 

The room in Week 7 that had the         

was Room  10 

           
 

 THOMASTOWN WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL Easter Hamper Raffle 

Individual Hampers in each Classroom to be drawn on Thursday 1st April . Tickets are $1.00 

each. Please fill out the sheet which was sent home this week with your name and phone number and 

return with your money to the School by Tuesday 30th March, 2021. The tickets will be cut up and put in 

a draw for individual  Classroom Hampers.  The Fundraising committee thank you for your support. 



 

Congratulations to  

Room 12  with  

  177 Dojo points  

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Week 7 

Term 1 
 

Prep Ayva 

5 Dojos 

Grade   Molly 

14 Dojos 

Grade  Jamie N 

14 Dojos 

Grade 

5/6 

Tifa & Haidar 

8 Dojos 

Top  

earner 

across the  

school! 

Jamie & Molly  14 

Dojos 





 
 
 

Homework Club at 
the HUB  

 
 

✓ TWPS together with Whittlesea Community Connections, is offering Homework 

Club as an afterschool program each Wednesday from 3:30-4:30pm.  

 

✓ Students can bring their schoolwork/ homework and receive extra support with  

numeracy, reading and writing. The program is run by trained staff from 

Whittlesea Community Connections. Sarah is the Homework education support 

worker. 

 

✓ We currently have vacancies in the Homework Club program  

(please note this is separate to the Cool Learning Club which commences in Term 2) 

Numbers are also limited.  

 

If you are interested for you child to attend, please leave your details at the office.  

Registration forms need to be completed and returned to school  

 

 
 
 
 
Thanking you,                                                                  
Heather Baniowski 
1/2 Teacher and HUB Liaison 
 





 

 

 

 
 

All students should be at school punctually in school uniform that day.   
Orders will be made on line via the school photos webpage. We will have more details 

closer to the date on how to order and pay for school photos. 

2021 Essential Resources Book Packs  

Thank you to the majority of families who have 

paid for their Essential Resources Book Packs this 

year. I also am aware of a number of  families who 

are using the  payment plan option. There are a 

number of families who have not paid for any  
supplies for their child/children as yet. If you have 

any financial difficulties or require more time or 

assistance, please make a time to speak to me. We 

are happy to assist families where possible so your 
child does not miss out.  

Breakfast Club 
All the students have been so polite and       

helpful at breakfast club, thank you! 

Just a reminder that the breakfast club runs 

from 8.00am to 8.30am and is located at the 

Multi Purpose Room. There is toast, cereal, 

fruit and Milo  available. 

Please note students are required to stay in 

the room until Mrs Young arrives on Yard     

Duty at 8.30am. 

TWPS Fundraiser 

Our annual Easter fundraiser kicked off on Monday 1st  of March! Order forms were 

given to students. For every 6 pack of Hot Cross Buns you order,  

Bakers Delight  Rivergum will give $2 to our school. The more buns you purchase 

the more profit TWPS makes.   

Please fill out your order form and bring it back to the office by  

Friday the 26th of March.  

Orders will be ready to collect on Thursday 1st of April 

which is the last day of Term 1. 

 

Our school photos will be taken on Thursday 22nd April.  













 

Uniform Shop Opening Times for 2021 

 

 

 





Face masks are mandatory in all indoor spaces and in the following locations: 
• on public transport 

• when riding in a ride share or taxi 

• on domestic flights to and from Victoria 

• at airports. 

 

You must always carry a face mask with you when you  

leave home unless you have a lawful reason not to.  
 

You must wear a face mask whenever you cannot keep  

1.5 metres distance from others outdoors ( 







M80 Upgrade - Blaxland Ave  

overpass  

closure from 9 March to 9 April 




