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TERM 1 2021 

Mon 08 Mar 
Labor Day (Public Holiday) 
Students do not attend school 

Fri 12 Mar Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 

Thu 18 Mar 1/2 Incursion (Full steam ahead) 

Tue 23 Mar 
School Council: Annual General    
Public Meeting 6:30pm at TWPS. 
Guests welcome! 

Mon 29 Mar 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Wed 31 Mar 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Students only attend school at the 
time of their interview. 

Thurs 01 Apr Last Day of Term 1 

TERM 2 2021 

Mon 19 Apr First Day of Term  2 

Thurs 22 Apr Whole school photo day  

Thu 17 Jun 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

No. 5  5th March 2021 
 

From the Principal 
 

Students in Prep to Year 3 may choose to 
ride their bike to school, however it 

should be with adult supervision.          
Students can ride to school from Year 4 
to 6 without adult    supervision if they 

have parent permission and they follow 

the road rules for safe  travel. Please   

remember students are not allowed to ride in the school 
grounds and  all students are required to wear a helmet. 

All bike and scooter riders are required to wear a bike      

helmet in Victoria. Research indicates that bike helmets 
greatly reduce the risk of head injuries, which are the major 

cause of death and injury to bike riders.  For more           
information:  

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/
cyclist-safety/bike-rider-safety 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
This Monday, 8th March, is the Labour Day public  holiday 
and I’m sure we will all enjoy the long weekend. Take care 

on the roads if you are travelling.  
 

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY (8th March) 

TO ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD.   
International Women’s day celebrates women's            

achievements and tenaciously challenges bias. The            
International Women's Day 2021 campaign theme 

of #ChooseToChallenge  is a call-to-action for driving        
gender balance across the world. A challenged world is an 

alert world and from challenge comes change. 

So let's all choose to challenge. Something for us all to think 
about… How will you help forge a gender equal world? Let’s 

celebrate women's achievement. Raise awareness against 

bias. Take action for equality. 
 

School Council Update 
Nominations have now officially closed and I am delighted 
to introduced you to the 2021 Thomastown West Primary 

School Council. I’d like to also wish a warm  welcome to the 
new members who will join our existing School Council 

team.  
 

Existing Members  New Parent Members 

Paul Johanson  Damian Grenfell 
Pina Ioffrida                        Returning Parent Members 
Zaklina Naumoska             Kilie Jacobs 

Lena Lazorovska            Elliejean Singh  

Rebecca Edgell      
 

 

Our School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 23rd 
March at 6:30pm. This includes our Annual General    Public 
Meeting 6:30pm at TWPS. Guests are most welcome! 
 

Easter Bonnet parade - COMING SOON! 
Your children may have told you… GREAT NEWS! TWPS has 

continued our whole school Buddy Program.  Every 3 weeks 
on a Wednesday afternoon, two classes (from different year 
levels) get together and complete  learning tasks               

collaboratively. Each students is allocated a buddy from the 
other class. Already this has had a valuable effect of         

increasing the positive interactions and  connections        
between students outside at play times. 
 

Later in the term,  the buddies will be working  together to 

create an Easter Bonnet for the whole school EASTER    

BONNET PARADE on the last day of school Thursday 1st 
April with BUDDIES at 12:15pm.  The Easter  
Raffle prizes will also be presented during this  
assembly. 
 

Parents & Carers please join us!  

Feel free to wear your  
bunny ears  
and decorations!  

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au


Office Monitors 
Calling through to our front office during lunchtime? 

You may have noticed that we have office monitors   
recently on board. Our student leaders are volunteering 
their time at lunch to answer phones, take messages, 

complete office tasks and welcome parents to the 
school. Thank you to the parents that have already   
provided feedback to our office  monitors about the 

fabulous work they are doing! We are proud of our   
student leaders and are    constantly seeking ways for 
them to hone their skills. Thank you for the support of 
our office monitors.  
 

It’s not just your child you have to look after! 
I was speaking to my Principal Colleagues this week and 
we have noticed that many members of our school            

communities have been quite emotional over the past 
few weeks. I encourage you all, over the long weekend 

to be kind to yourselves and take care. Most  parents 
feel stressed from time to time. After all, raising         

children is an important, rewarding and challenging job. If 
you are stressed while dropping off or picking up your       

children from school, please remember that you are         
modelling to your child how to effectively manage stress and 
it is important to show them adults can also live the school 

values. Under no circumstance are parents to  approach    

another student or parent regarding any incidents or issues. 
Your co-operation is sought in maintaining a safe and     
happy school. For your reference I have included our 
school’s  Parent Code of Conduct on the next page.  
 

Wellbeing Incursion 

All students thoroughly enjoyed the H-Team Incursion on 
Wednesday (photo below) and were reminded about online 
safety,  staying healthy and active. With a happy and growing 
mindset. 

Education is Powerful, Student Voice,  
Leadership and Agency Matters,  
Teachers Make a  Difference &   

Every Day of Learning Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 
Principal 





Hi everyone! 

I want to say a massive THANK YOU to Rebecca 

Edgell for donating some supplies to our school 

Breakfast Club. If your child attends breakfast club 

and you would like to make a food donation please 

chat to myself. We always need bread, Milo and 

margarine! 

In this week’s article I will discuss homework.  You can increase 

your child’s motivation to complete homework by helping them 

create a personal learning centre.  

Schools work hard to reinforce inl students that learning 

doesn’t end at the school gate. In fact, the notion of continu-

ous learning is one of the greatest gifts a child can receive as it 

sets them on the road to a lifetime of learning and self-

improvement!  

Location carries memory 

If you’ve ever established a dedicated children’s play space in 

your home then you’ll know how powerful location can be for 

shaping attitudes and behaviour. Your children will have 

learned to associate play with those designated areas. The 

same  

principle applies when you establish a personal learning centre 

– your child will associate learning with that designated space, 

which is reinforced every time they spend time there. 

It’s more than a workspace 

At the moment, your children may use a desk or kitchen table 

that doubles as a workspace for homework, projects or com-

pleting other formal school tasks. This workspace probably 

doesn’t necessarily promote deep or pleasurable learning. It 

enables kids to get their schoolwork done. 

A Personal Learning Centre is part library, part re-

search centre, part entertainment area and part 

creative space. 

It’s a place that a child chooses to retreat to for fun and infor-

mal learning, a place to find answers to those quirky questions 

such as “why do my fingers go wrinkly in the bath?”, a place to 

go to read more about their favourite band/hobby/sport; a 

place where learning, curiosity and comfort come together.  

More importantly, a Personal Learning Centre helps promote 

the concept of lifelong learning to children, which is a  

wonderful mindset to develop! 

Features of a Personal Learning Centre 

A Personal Learning Centre can be established anywhere in a 

house or apartment, including in a child’s bedroom or any quiet 

space. It can have some or all of the following features: 

✓ Comfortable place for reading – bean bag, couch 

or chair 

✓ A bookshelf with a variety of fiction and non-

fiction books 

✓ A digital screen (portable or fixed) for research 

✓ Materials for writing, recording and note taking 

✓ Digital device equipped with age-appropriate apps 

and programs 

✓ A place for a water bottle or jug of water 

✓ Table or desk and suitable lighting 

What’s in a name? 

A quick glance at the list above may have you thinking that 

a Personal Learning Centre is basically a desk with a few 

fancy gadgets attached. On one level this is correct  

however there are three advantages a Personal Learning 

Centre has over a simple workspace or desk. 

First, the name says it all. A Personal Learning Centre is a 

place children can go to learn, not necessarily to work.  

Second, the nature of a Personal Learning Centre implies 

that it’s something to build upon rather than a finished 

product. You can start a Personal Learning Centre very 

simply by establishing a bookshelf and some comfortable 

chairs and build from there. 

Third, a Personal Learning Centre is a concept that your 

child can take into adulthood that’s easily adapted to suit 

any situation. When I travel, my Personal Learning Centre 

consists of a phone, a book and any comfortable couch or 

chair I can find. It’s the idea rather than the furniture and 

physical setting where the learning magic lays. 

Getting started is easy 

Start by setting up your own Personal Learning Centre. If 

you think this is a strange idea then there’s no point  

introducing it to kids. It just won’t wash, as your heart 

won’t be in it. Set aside a space for your own learning – a 

chair in another room with a few books, a space to go to 

read the newspaper; or a quiet place to look up recipes on 

YouTube. Start small and gradually build from there. If you 

feel comfortable so far congratulate yourself for taking 

concrete steps down a lifelong learner path. 

The next step is introduce the idea to your child. This 

shouldn’t be a difficult idea to sell, particularly if you  

provide some new writing implements and perhaps a  

comfortable chair or beanbag for their new Personal 

Learning Centre. 

Michael Palfrey 

Student—Well being Officer 



 



Stars of the Week 
Term 1 - Week 6 

Jenna  2 
For always striving  to be  her best and practising her writing.  
Well done!  

Yazan 

 

 

3 

Great counting and working out maths problems with quick  

strategies. 

Zack  5 For staying focused throughout his lessons, completing each piece 

Molly 6 For always being ready for learning and striving to be her best. 

Suyana 19 For reading at home regularly and for always  pushing herself to 

Bilal 20 For always listening and being a respectful, polite student in class. 

Issam 10 For being the first student in our grade to bring an Easter egg for 

Esra  11 For her excellent use of the writer’s tools and visual imagery in her 

Alek K 12 For consistently living by the values supporting others and always 

Dylan  15 For always striving to be his best and producing a great paragraph in 

Eternity 17 
For making the most of the learning opportunities presented to her 

and taking responsibility for her own learning goals. Keep up the ex-

Kevin 18 
For striving to do his best and always making thoughtful contribu-

tions to class discussions.  

Ali-Reza  Music: For being a really good listener and trying his best in Music 



Term 1 Week 6 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week. The shaded boxes  

below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 97% 90% Room 9 86% 95% 

Room 3 88% 78% Room 10 86% 89% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 94% 92% 

Room 5 95% 87% Room 12 87% 94% 

Room  6 81% 92% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 95% 97% Room 15 93% 96% 

Room 20 95% 93% Room 17 92% 94% 

      Room 18 89% 91% 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to all of the students who  

have attended school every day. 

Congratulations 
The room in Week 6 that had the         

BEST ATTENDANCE     

was Room  19 

          Canteen Menu Update 
Margherita pizza is now available to purchase from the canteen 

menu on Wednesday and Friday.  The cost is $3.50.  Orders can 

only be done online via the My School Connect app. 

Details on how to order is on pg17. 



 

Congratulations to  

Room 12 with  

 200 Dojo points  

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Week 6 

Term 1 
 

Prep Dixen, and Jenna  

2 Dojos 

Grade 

1/2 

  Suyana 

15 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

  Kabir  

12 Dojos 

Grade 

5/6 

Mehrad  

20 Dojos 

Top  

earner 

across the  

school! 

 Mehrad  

20 Dojos 





 

 

 

Our school photos will be taken on Thursday 22nd April.  
All students should be at school punctually in school uniform that day.   

Orders will be made on line via the school photos webpage. We will have more details 
closer to the date on how to order and pay for school photos. 

2021 Essential Resources Book Packs  

Thank you to the majority of families who have 
paid for their Essential Resources Book Packs this 

year. I also am aware of a number of  families who 

are using the  payment plan option. There are a 

number of families who have not paid for any sup-
plies for their child/children as yet. If you have any 

financial difficulties or require more time or assis-

tance, please make a time to speak to me. We are 

happy to assist families where possible so your 
child does not miss out.  

Breakfast Club 
All the students have been so polite and       

helpful at breakfast club, thank you! 

Just a reminder that the breakfast club runs 

from 8.00am to 8.30am and is located at the 

Multi Purpose Room. There is toast, cereal, 

fruit and Milo  available. 

Please note students are required to stay in 

the room until Mrs Young arrives on Yard     

Duty at 8.30am. 

TWPS Fundraiser 

Our annual Easter fundraiser kicked off on Monday 1st  of March! Order forms were 

given to students. For every 6 pack of Hot Cross Buns you order,  

Bakers Delight  Rivergum will give $2 to our school. The more buns you purchase 

the more profit TWPS makes.   

Please fill out your order form and bring it back to the office by  

Friday the 26th of March.  

Orders will be ready to collect on Thursday 1st of April 

which is the last day of Term 1. 

 











OUR  

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Uniform Shop Opening Times for 2021 

 





Face masks are mandatory in all indoor spaces and in the following locations: 
• on public transport 

• when riding in a ride share or taxi 

• on domestic flights to and from Victoria 

• at airports. 

 

You must always carry a face mask with you when you  

leave home unless you have a lawful reason not to.  
 

You must wear a face mask whenever you cannot keep  

1.5 metres distance from others outdoors ( 







M80 Upgrade - Blaxland Ave  

overpass  

closure from 9 March to 9 April 






