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From the Principal 
 

Good afternoon everyone. Wow, the weeks are moving so 
quickly now! It’s been so wonderful to welcome family 
members back on-site over the last week and have visitors 

to our school! With further easing of restrictions, DET        

revises their Operational Guidelines regularly (we’re up to 
our 10th for the term), and whilst it can be challenging to 
continually change our plans, we are committed to             

implementing any changes as quickly as we can, so that 
families can join us on-site for our  traditional celebrations 
and events.  
 

 

Transition 

This afternoon we held our second transition session for our 
Intra-School Transition Program. Students visited other  
teachers and rooms in the last session of today. Students 

and teachers have been building connections with each   

other and engaging in getting to know each other activities.  
 
 

We understand that at this time of year, some students will 
be experiencing mixed emotions and feelings. They will be 

excited and nervous at the same time. For some of our  
students, moving buildings can be a big step and this is why 

it is so important that we invest in a range of transition  
programs for our students, making each one more and more 

positive than the last.  
 

 

You can help! 

✓ Focus on the positives. 

✓ Acknowledge that change can be challenging, but let 

your child know that the school and you are working to 
support them at all times. 

✓ Have lots of chats about resilience, how to recover if 

something is bothering you and giving things a go! 
 

Our next transition session will be held on Tuesday 8th  

December when our Grade 6s are visiting their high school 

and  our  Preps  to  Grade  5s  will  participate  in  another   
intra-school transition session where the students will be 

collaborating with their peers, and participating in team 

work activities. 
 

Prep Transition 
Our fabulous, yet modified Prep Transition program         

continued this week. Today we had all three groups of  
students come into the school to complete their second 
Transition. It was wonderful to see the future Preps visit and 
be so happy and willing to engage in the activities Mrs. 

Hrovat and Mrs. Murphy had planned.  
 

Mon 7 Dec Gr 5/6 Funfields Excursion 

Mon 7 Dec 
Parent Feedback ZOOM with Principal 
10:30am 

Tue 8 Dec 
2021  Year 7  Orientation Day 
Intra-school  Transition #3 

Tue 15 Dec Gr 6 Graduation  

Wed 16 Dec Intra-school  #4  ‘Meet the Teacher’ 

Thur 17 Dec Class Parties 

Fri 18 Dec ONLINE School Assembly @12.00pm 

Fri 18 Dec 
Last day of Term 4, 2020 
Students dismissed @ 1.15pm) 

Wed 27 Jan 
Curriculum Day 
-Teachers return to school 
-Students do not attend school 

Wed– 
Fri 

27-29 TWPS OFFICE OPEN for payments 

Thurs 28 Jan Grades 1 – 6 students begin school 

Mon 01 Feb Prep Students begin School 

Wed 03 Feb Prep students do not attend school 

Fri 05 Feb 
Whole School Assembly 
Leadership badges presentation 

Thu 28 Jan First Day of Term 1 

Mon 29 Mar 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Thurs  01 Apr  Last Day of Term 1  

Mon 19 Apr First Day of Term  2 

Fri 25 Jun Last Day of Term 2 

Thu 17 Jun 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Mon 12 July  First  Day of Term 3 

Wed 11 Aug 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Fri 17 Sept  Last Day of Term 3 

Mon 04 Oct  First  Day of Term 4 

Fri 17 Dec Last Day of Term 4 
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Student Leadership 
On Wednesday, Grade Five students who aimed to be 
our 2021 Student Leader Captains interviewed with Mrs 
Allan, myself and the current School Captains. We were 
impressed by how well the students prepared for this 

event. Although a little nervous, they clearly articulated 

the pride they have in our school and their desire to lead 
other students and support our school community. Our 

task  was made difficult by the calibre of the students 
who applied! Yesterday, we announced our 2021 School 

Captains.  
Congratulations to the following students: 

School Captains: Jamil & Sarah 
Student Voice Captains: Daniel G & Xaviah 
SRC Captains: Liam, Peyton & Kowsar 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Yesterday the students who applied for the House       

Captain leadership positions presented their speeches to 
Grade 2-5 students in their house colour. Similar to the 
School Captain positions, these positions are voted for 

by the children but only the children in their respective 

houses. The 2021 House Captains will be announced in 

next week’s newsletter. 
 

 

PDPs 
This week staff, Mrs. Allan and myself have been 

meeting to discuss staff Professional Development Plans 

(PDPs). Meeting with every staff member, we are        
capturing the amazing work of our TWPS teachers. Our 
discussions have revealed how adaptable our teachers 
are in the face of the many challenges that remote    

learning presented. Congratulations to all teachers for 
their preparation for these meetings and their             

dedication once again to improving the lives and the 
learning of every student at our school.  
 

 

Custody/Court Orders  
It is important that families ensure that the school has 

the most updated Custody/Court Orders. If orders have 
expired and no longer current, then they are deleted 
from our system. It is each family’s responsibility to     
ensure that the school is kept informed. Please, if you 

have any questions or concerns, you can make an        
appointment with Mrs Allan, Mr P or myself.  

2021 Grade Placement  
At TWPS we have a very stringent process for grade      
placement. On the forefront of our decisions are what we 

as professionals believe is in the best interest of our    
children as we prepare them for the future. We            

completely understand that not getting that one friend or 
that one teacher is at times challenging, but as teachers, 
families and community we would be doing our children a 

disservice if we always allow children to have what they 
want and always providing what they perceive as their 
first choice.  
 

A huge amount of individual teachers, teams and          
leadership time has been spent on student and parent 
friendship considerations. As professional educators we 
strive to make the right choices taking into account all of 

the information we have about students. Teachers have 
all of the academic, social and wellbeing information 
about every child and can make sound judgements to 

meet the needs of every student.  
 

Often children/parents request certain children, but it’s 

important to consider that the school knows the child’s 

friendships and that placing them without that particular 
friend might be so that the child expands their friendship 

base or another valid reason. We want children to be able 
to work and socialise with a variety of other children and 

build skills to make new friends. In addition, sometimes 
we may get competing requests from other parents/
students/ staff that have requested that they not be in the 

same class.  
 

Friendships can and do change throughout primary 
school, students leave, more students arrive and so it is 

important for children to develop friendship skills. The 
complexity around all these changing scenarios is when 
one combination of students are moved to accommodate 

a request, it then creates a chess game of up to seven    

other moves. The hard truth about accommodating all 

requests is that helping one, comes often at the expense 
of someone else’s child.  
 

When allocating children to classes, we endeavour to    

foster positive social interaction across a year group, by 
making socially balanced classes and to help prevent     

non-constructive relationships. Class time is distinctly 
‘work’ time and outside play time is a child’s opportunity 

to be with friends and ‘hang out’.  
 

Obviously developing resilience is key for our students, as 
they develop into lifelong learners in an ever-changing 
world. We need to prepare children for secondary school 

where they will have different classes, different teachers, 
and different groups of children. Eventually our children 
will be adults where they might not get the job that they 
wanted or perhaps the university course that wasn’t their 

first choice. Staff at TWPS are quite passionate about this 
and  preparing our children together is paramount.  
 

Students will meet their new teacher on Wednesday 16th 
December. 



Revised School Times 
A big thank you to all families once again, for the flexibility again this week as we take another step closer to     
normal operations. We appreciate your ongoing feedback as arrangements continue to be fine-tuned. As per last 
week’s newsletter, we confirm the current arrangements: 
 
✓ The front gate of the school will be opened at 8am each morning for students to enter the grounds.  

✓ The double gate in front of the rose garden (old school entrance) will be opened at 8:30am. 

✓ We no longer have designated gates. Students may enter/leave school via either gate. 

✓ Children, parents and carers may enter the school grounds. Please maintain social distancing. 

✓ Once you have dropped off your child, we ask that you move away from the school as quickly as possible. 

✓ Gates will then be locked at 8:50am, with the main office being the only entry point during the school day.  

✓ From 8:30am—8:43am, students may play in the centre area of the school, but not the play equipment. 

✓  For all students the school day returns to our regular  time of 8:45am—3:15pm. 

✓ All students should arrive on time, ready to learn at quarter to nine. 

✓ All students who arrive between 8:00am and 8:30am are expected to attend Breakfast Club, so they can be             

properly supervised by TWPS staff. Enjoying a yummy breakfast is a bonus! 

✓ Please discuss with your children where you will meet them for pick up at 3:15pm and which gate they should 

exit. (Remember, We no longer have designated gates.) 

✓ We ask that all parents and students depart the school grounds by 3:30pm to reduce the  

congregation of large groups of people in and around the school.  
 

We anticipate these arrangements will be in place until the end of 2020, with new operational guidelines from the 

Department of Education & Training (DET) for the start of the new school year. 
 
Education is Powerful, Student Voice, Leadership and Agency Matters, 

Teachers Make a  Difference &  Every Day of Learning Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 

Principal 







PARENT PAYMENTS FOR 2021 
Last Friday, students took home copies of the  TWPS 2021 Parent and Carer Fee Schedule Payments notice. Please have a 
look in their school bags if you do not have a copy, please contact the office for a new copy. The 2021 Parent Payment 

Arrangements and Parent Payments Policy are available also on our website: 
https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/143/Parent-Payments-2021 

 

The Parent Payment documents have been approved by School Council during the November meeting. In 2021, par-
ents and carers can choose to purchase their own stationery which has been clearly listed in the 2021 Book Pack for each 

child and have the items deducted from the total price or  choose to purchase the complete Book Pack from the school.  
The 2021 Parent  Payments are an important part in enabling us to provide the best learning environment for the  chil-

dren at Thomastown West Primary School.   
 

To enable us to have classroom supplies ready tostart the school year, we would appreciate payment
✓ Wednesday 27th  January from 12pm 

✓ Thursday 28th & Friday 29th  January  from 8.30am until 4.00pm. 

➢ However, payment is not required until Friday 5th February 2021.  
 

If you are experiencing financial difficulties please       contact our Business Manager, Suzi Ilic or myself to     discuss a 

payment plan. If you would prefer to make    payment before the end of the year, TWPS will accept payments for 2021 

this year before Wednesday 16th December. We also have EFTPOS available. 

https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/143/Parent-Payments-2021


Hi everyone 

This week’s article is all about CARING. 

Few parents want to raise a mean, self-centred 

child with little empathy or care for the welfare 

of others. But looking out for others doesn’t 

come easily to all children, particularly when 

families are small and child-centric. 

Caring is important for community wellbeing. 

Teaching children how to care about others is an 

essential task for both parents and teachers. 

Author Anthony D’Angelo wrote, “Without a 

sense of caring, there can be no sense of com-

munity.” Families and schools are better places 

when caring is a priority. They are both toxic 

when caring for others is not valued or  

encouraged. 

Caring for others is also an essential leadership 

quality to develop in children and young  

people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

These strategies will help you encourage this 

quality at home: 

Put caring into words 

Families have their own type of language. That 

is, they develop meaningful words and phrases 

that reflect their values and activities. In my fam-

ily, the term ‘non-negotiable’ has specific mean-

ing. For example, at mealtime everyone is ex-

pected to attend. Its ‘non-negotiable’ nature re-

inforces our core value of family connectedness. 

Similarly, regular use of caring language such as 

encouragement, words of kindness and phrases 

of appreciation can become an important part of 

your family’s vocabulary. 

 

Three-year-old Grace fell heavily from a table, giving 

herself a shock. Five-year-old Ruby immediately 

reached for her sister, hugging her until she calmed 

down. Ruby’s immediate concern was for her sister’s 

wellbeing, which was acknowledged by her grateful 

parents. 

Help at home 

Children in families that place a high value on caring 

for others generally perform household chores with-

out the lure of rewards. They do so because they’ve 

been taught that helping is a caring activity. “We help 

each other because we care for each other” is the  

unspoken code here. Kids who care for others think 

“what’s in it for we” rather than “what’s in it for me”. 

The latter is a self-centred approach to life. 

Conclusion 

Caring is a higher-level quality that needs nurturing. It 

doesn’t always occur naturally. Studies have shown 

that caring is kick started earlier in children who  

belong to large families presumably because children 

are put in a position to care for and look out for  

siblings. Being raised in small families doesn’t deny 

this development in kids. It does mean that you may 

need to work a little harder to awaken caring in your 

child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy your weekend! 

Mike Palfrey 

Student Well-Being Officer 



Stars of the Week 
Term 4 - Week 9 

Suyana 2 For striving to be her best  at everything she does! 

Fatima  3 Great attempts at sentence writing. 

Whole Class 4 For listening to all instructions when making the moon goo this week. 

Charlotte 5 For trying hard with her work. Keep it up. 

 Junior  19 
For working hard to always complete his work on time and of a high standard! You should be proud 
of your effort! 

Diana  20 
For displaying much resilience and continuing to strive to be her best,  with a broken arm.  

Hazen  9 For listening to instructions and reading his home reader to Mrs DeNiese and working well in class.  

Eliza  10 
Striving to do her best in all activities. You are showing that you are ready to enter the next stage of 
your learning journey - grade 5. Well done. Keep this up  

Amiri 11 For trying his best in his first week at our school.  Welcome and well done!  

Becky 12 
For striving to be her best in maths this week and putting her hand up to participate in class activi-
ties. Well done Becky!  

Daniel G 

Liam A 
15 

For being successful with their leadership applications and consistently living by the values. You 
both deserve your new leadership positions and should be very proud!!  

Lydia 16 For demonstrating empathy and kindness when she saw a friend in need!  

Jamil  17  
For presenting an excellent speech to his peers and being named School Captain for 2021!! Well 
done!  

Eternity  18 For being a responsible learner, always making valuable contributions and asking great questions 

Baraa  AUSLAN: For trying his hardest to learn to fingerspell the Auslan alphabet. What a super star!  

Kane   
STEM: For taking risks by experimenting with different coding options to create an incredibly engag-
ing and informative Scratch project. Outstanding!  

Junior  
PE: For consistently being a great role model during all PE sessions. Well Done Junior!!  



 

 

 

 



Term 4  Week 9 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           

The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 86% 82% Room 9 94% 93% 

Room 3 96% 97% Room 10 93% 92% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11      90%% 94% 

Room 4 90% 85% Room 12 94% 93% 

Room 5 95% 90% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 6 98% 88% Room 15 91% 92% 

Room 19 92% 82% Room 16 93% 89% 

Room 20 97% 94% Room 17 99% 94% 

      Room 18 87% 89% 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to all of the students who  

have attended school every day. 
 

Congratulations 
The room in Week 9 that had the         

was Room 03 

HURRY! DO NOT MISS OUT!!  

Thomastown West Primary School is taking enrolments for Prep (and other grade levels) for the 2021 school year.  

If you are interested in enrolling at Thomastown West Primary School for 2021, please visit our school   
website or the Thomastown West Primary School 2020 Facebook page or collect an enrolment pack from the  
General Office.  The Office can be contacted on 94654317.  



 

Congratulations to  

Room 18 with  

172 Dojo points  

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

Top Dojo Earners  
of Week 9 

Term 4 
 

 

Prep 

  Mohamad and 

Jerome Rm 3 

11 Dojos 

Grade 

1/2 

 Johronephan 

Rm 19  

11Dojos 

Grade 

3/4 

   

Austin Rm 11 

21Dojos 

Grade 

5/6 

  

Deyana and Mia 

12 Dojos 

Top  

earner across 

the  school! 

Ahmed Rm 16 

39 Dojos 







OUR UNIFORM SHOP 
Tuesday 1st December  Uniform Shop RE-OPENS  

1pm-4pm 

www.beleza.com.au 



 

 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only 
*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted 

*Orders will continue up until the 16th December 









 


