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From the Principal 
Changes to COVID-19 restrictions at schools  
There are quite a few positive changes that will be            

occurring at the school from Monday as restrictions are 
easing. The  Department of Education (DET) is slowly         

clarifying some of these for schools and we will pass on the 
information to parents via Compass, Facebook and this 

week’s newsletter. Today we were able to allow students 
to use the drinking taps for the first time in quite a few 
months. This was very exciting for many of them! There 
have been a number of other changes that have been made 

to the DET School Operations Guide that came through late 

Wednesday night. It is important that you carefully read 

through the changes listed in this newsletter, as well as 

those listed on page 4. 
 

Drop off and Pick Up 

GREAT NEWS! From Monday 30th of November, parents 
are now permitted back onto our school site for drop off 

and pick up. I must say, we have seen many benefits of the  

independent arrival of our Prep and Grade 1/2 students 
over the last two terms and encourage you to keep this 
practice going. The arrival time between 8:00am – 8:45am 

has substantially reduced traffic congestion around the 

school at the start of the day. We will continue to have      
the front main gate entrance open from 8:00am, as well as 

the double gate in front of the rose garden open from 
8:30am. It is expected that students will move directly to 

their classroom. Please remember, the playgrounds will not 
be in use before school. Once you have dropped off your 
child, we ask that you move away from the school as quickly 

as possible. 
 

All students who arrive between 8:00am and 8:30am are 

expected to attend Breakfast Club, so they can be             
properly supervised by TWPS staff. Enjoying a yummy 

breakfast is a bonus! 
 

All students, from Monday 30th November will now          
depart at 3:15pm and we will revert back to the original 
dismissal procedures used in Term 1. Foundation (Prep)   

students will be brought out as a class group and all other 

year levels will be dismissed from their classroom. Please 
discuss with your children where you will meet them for 
pick up at 3:15pm on Monday. The playground will not be in 
use after school and we ask that all parents and students 

depart the school grounds by 3:30pm to reduce the  
congregation of large groups of people in and around the 
school.  

Mon 30 Nov 
Parent Feedback ZOOM with Principal 
5:30pm  

Mon 7 Dec Gr 5/6 Funfields Excursion 

Mon 7 Dec 
Parent Feedback ZOOM with Principal 
10:30am 

Tue 8 Dec 
2021  Year 7  Orientation Day 
Intra School  Transition #3 

Tue 15 Dec Gr 6 Graduation  

Wed 16 Dec Transition #4  ‘Meet the Teacher’ 

Thur 17 Dec Class Parties 

Fri 18 Dec ONLINE School Assembly @12.00pm 

Fri 18 Dec 
Last day of Term 4, 2020 
Students dismissed @ 1.15pm) 

Wed 27 Jan 
Curriculum Day 
-Teachers return to school 
-Students do not attend school 

Wed– 
Fri 

27-29 TWPS OFFICE OPEN for payments 

Thurs 28 Jan Grades 1 – 6 students begin school 

Mon 01 Feb Prep Students begin School 

Wed 03 Feb Prep students do not attend school 

Thu 28 Jan First Day of Term 1 

Mon 29 Mar 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Thurs  01 Apr  Last Day of Term 1  

Mon 19 Apr First Day of Term  2 

Fri 25 Jun Last Day of Term 2 

Thu 17 Jun 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Mon 12 July  First  Day of Term 3 

Wed 11 Aug 
Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Fri 17 Sept  Last Day of Term 3 

Mon 09 Oct  First  Day of Term 4 

Fri 17 Dec Last Day of Term 4 
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**Please note, social distancing measures are still in 
place, so it is imperative that you keep your distance 

from other adults. Adults should have a mask with them 
at all times as per the Government guidelines. At this 
stage, we request  that Parents and Carers do not enter 
the classrooms. 
 

Grade 6 Camp Night 
On Wednesday night, our Grade 6’s were invited back to 
school to enjoy an evening of fun, games, BBQ dinner 

and a movie. It was a fantastic night to celebrate our 
Grade 6’s final year of school. Everyone thoroughly      

enjoyed themselves! I’d also like to acknowledge and 
thank our very own Master Chef Mr B, as well as express 

my appreciation to the fabulous 5/6 team for organising 
this special event.  
 

2021 Parent Payments 
Today students took home copies of the  TWPS 2021 

Parent and Carer Fee Schedule Payments notice. Please 
have a look in their school bags if you do not have a 

copy, please contact the office for a new copy. The 2021 
Parent Payment Arrangements and Parent Payments 

Policy are available also on our website:                  

https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/143/Parent-
Payments-2021 
 

The Parent Payment documents have been approved 

by School Council during the November meeting. In 
2021, parents and carers can choose to purchase their 

own stationery which has been clearly listed in the 2021 
Book Pack for each child and have the items deducted 

from the total price or  choose to purchase the complete 
Book Pack from the school.  The 2021 Parent  Payments 

are an important part in enabling us to provide the best 
learning environment for the  children at Thomastown 

West Primary School.   
 

To enable us to have classroom supplies ready to start the

school year, we would appreciate payment

✓ Wednesday 27th  January from 12pm 

✓ Thursday 28th & Friday 29th  January  from 8.30am 
until 4.00pm. 

➢ However, payment is not required until

Friday 5th February 2021.  
 

If you are experiencing financial difficulties please       
contact our Business Manager, Suzi Ilic or myself to     
discuss a payment plan. If you would prefer to make    
payment before the end of the year, TWPS will accept 

payments for 2021 this year before Wednesday 16th 

December. We also have EFTPOS available. 
 

School Council Meeting 
Our final School Council meeting for the year will be     

on-site at TWPS Tuesday 8th December. School Council 
will be reviewing the draft 2021 School Budget proposal 
and the draft 2021 Annual Implementation Plan. We will 
also be celebrating our school’s fabulous achievements 

this year with a delicious dinner. 

Assemblies  

Thank you for your patience last fortnight with our      

Facebook LIVE assembly. We hope that the returned 
success of our ZOOM assembly this afternoon was much 
more engaging and inclusive. Unfortunately at this point, 
whole school Assemblies are still unable to take place 

indoors or outdoors due to the gathering limits.  

 

Graduation  
With the release of eased restrictions, the Grade 5/6 
team have been busily discussing updated Graduation 
plans. A notice will be sent out to Grade 6 Parents     

shortly providing further details around Graduation.  
 

Loaned Device from Remote Learning  
Following recent media reports about the Victorian State 

Budget in relation to loaned devices, Schools are yet to 
receive any DET notification in regards to this. Some 

schools believes the Government  were referring to    
department owned devices that they gave schools to 

give to families. The devices TWPS loaned to families 
were all school leased ones used by the students on a 

daily basis so needed to be returned. I thought I’d better 

clarify! Once we have received guidance from the      
Department of Education, I will communicate further 
information. 

 

Library 

The end of the year is approaching 
quickly, and it is time for TWPS to find 

all the resources that have been        
borrowed by students and staff. ALL 

resources (library books, class readers 
etc) need to be returned to the Library 
by Wednesday 3rd December 2020. 
 

No Swimming  
Due to COVID we did have to cancel swimming this year. 

Mrs Selma Raif has already been negotiating  our       
bookings for next year with TRAC and will go ahead as 

usual in 2021. 
 

Unwell? 
A reminder that if you or your child 

is unwell, please do not enter the 
school site. Health advice around  

students attending school with cold 
symptoms continue to apply and 

adults if you are unwell please do not 
enter the school site.  

The school office can still only hold two  people a time, 
please phone ahead if you need to enter. We thank     

parents for their ongoing support and adaptability to 
the many different changes we have had to                     
communicate throughout the year. 
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SAFETY FIRST: Helmets 
Just a friendly reminder that all students 

who ride a bike, skate board or scooter 
to school, must wear a helmet. 
 

Helmets should  fit properly on 
your child's head and also be fastened 
correctly.  

 

*NEW PREPS - Foundation (Prep) 2021 Transition:  

You may remember that this year’s Prep Parent             
Information sessions were delivered using ZOOM        

web-conferencing during September and October. We 
have loved being able to welcome our Preps for 2021 on 

site over the last few weeks. While the groups have been 
small we have been able to start getting to know each 

child. Today we ran Kinder to Prep transition sessions 
for our Prep 2021 students. It has been truly wonderful 
to see the confidence and excitement of our youngest 
students. While they have had a disrupted year, they 

certainly seem eager for their next step and ready to 
embrace all of the routines of primary school life.  
 

*Year 6-7 transitions 
Primary to Secondary transitions will now occur Tuesday 

December 8th and further information will be sent from 
the Secondary schools. 
 

*Intra-School Transition 
On the State wide transition day on December 8th, all 

TWPS students will move up a grade and spend the 

morning .The students will return back with their regular 

classroom teacher allows for more questioning and  
discussions in a familiar environment. 
 

‘Meet Your Teacher’ session 

A Meet your Teacher session is scheduled 

for Wednesday 16 December, from 2:30pm – 3:00pm.  
Students will be informed of their 2021 teacher, and will 

meet with their new teacher and classmates at this time.  
 

2021 Student Leaders  
There has certainly been a little more than usual 

“excitement and trepidation” in the air as the Grade  5 
children are currently undertaking the process of      
nominating for the various student leadership positions 

for the 2021 school year. On Wednesday, 19 Grade  5 

students presented their leadership speeches to the 
2021 Grade 5/6 cohort of students. This means, our 
Grade 4/5 students listed to the speeches and voted for 
the students who would best represent our school as 

leaders in 2021. The photos are below. All of the          
students and teachers agree that speeches were very 
impressive! Below I have included some of the student 
feedback that was documented on the student ballot 

forms. The next step, is the Interview with Mrs Allan,  
myself and the current School Captains. May I take this 

opportunity to wish all of the children well and we look 
forward to announcing the 2021 Student Leaders before 

the end of the 2020 school year. 
 

Student feedback from the Leadership speeches: 

✓ They tried their best. 

✓ She used an inspirations quote. 

✓ Soft voice but believes in people. 

✓ He really loves his Mum, so much! 

✓ She makes everyone feel happy! 

✓ I loved the suggestions  for 2021 that I heard. 

✓ He explained why he wanted to be a leader. 

✓ The speaker demonstrated a positive mindset. 

✓ I was very proud of this person’s achievements! 

✓ Such a brave person, I loved it. 

✓ Her eye contact and public speaking was very good, 

not many people can do that. 

✓ A positive fluent reader with a powerful emotional 

speech. 
 

Education is Powerful,  

Student Voice, Leadership and Agency Matters, 

Teachers Make a  Difference &   

Every Day of Remote Learning Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 

Principal 







Hi Everyone,  

A positive sense of self is one of the best things you can provide for your child. Studies have shown 

that children with high self-esteem have a greater chance at success later in life. People with high 

self-esteem tend to have increased happiness, productivity and a sense of connection with others.  

Building self-esteem is vital for children, but it can also be a struggle to help your child adjust  

negative thoughts about themselves and turn them into positive ones. Things like good diet,  

exercise and mindfulness can be a good first stepping stone towards emotional confidence.  

Self-esteem can also help kids with resilience and coping with mistakes, it can help kids try again 

even if they fail at first.  

Ways to build self-esteem include:  

• Give your child choices: This makes them feel empowered and prepare your child for more 

difficult choices later on in life                                                   

 

• Help your child learn to do things themselves: The more challenges they meet the more  

competent  and confident they will feel 

 

• Teach your child about fair play, and learn to be ok with winning or losing 

 

• When teaching kids how to do things, show and help them at first. If they make mistakes,  

encourage them to try again            

                                                                                                   

• Praise effort instead of results: Don’t give insincere praise or compliments, praise the amount 

effort  and the creativity they put into their work instead  

 

Be a good role model:  

When you put effort into everyday tasks, you are setting a good example 

 

Remember:  

Self-esteem is often tied to how capable a child feels about themselves so the best way a parent 

can build self-esteem is by praising their efforts and helping them recognize and use their 

strengths.  

 

 

 

Angelique Vardis 

Student Wellbeing 





Stars of the Week 
Term 4 - Week 8 

Monpi  2 
For concentrating hard, showing she is ready to learn and having a go at writing by herself. What a 
superstar learner!  

Haneen 3 For being a good friend and showing empathy. 

Djaron 4 For being a responsible member of the classroom. 

Lucas 5 For striving to do his best and trying to complete all set tasks. Well done.  

Elena  19 For being such a  resilient girl! 

Harry 
 
 

20 

 

20 

For being such a responsible and respectful class member who always completes set tasks. 

For displaying much resilience and continuing to strive to be her best,  with a broken arm.  

Redha  9 For writing sentences using precise words on the dangers of the sun. 

Rueben  10 For showing empathy by having  wise and helpful suggestions when his classmates need help.  

Rajay 11 
Rajay has been determined to improve his reading skills all year and as a result , he has moved 10 
levels. An extraordinary accomplishment!  

Room 12  12 
By displaying a resilient attitude towards learning and trying their best after spending two terms in 
remote learning. Very proud of Room 12’s achievements.   

Zahra 15 
For consistently living by the school values and being an outstanding role model to other students. 
She never fails to help and support others and should be proud! 

Peyton, Sarah,  
Hudson, Mia  

16 
For demonstrating  resilience and courage during the student leadership speeches ...Well Done & 
Good Luck  

Suhum 18 For being a responsible and  respectable class member who alway strives to be her best. Well done!  

Harry   
AUSLAN: For always being a responsible learner and showing a positive approach to all Auslan 
tasks. Well done Harry!  

Aya  N  
STEM: For consistently making great choices in the classroom, and for your incredible effort with 
your Scratch animation project. What a superstar! 

Attila   
ART: For listening carefully and staying focussed on his Art task so that he  produced his best 
work.  You can be proud!  

Jamil   PE: For consistently being a responsible and respectful class member and a great role model for 
his peers. Well Done!  



 

 



Term 4  Week 8 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           

The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 95% 86% Room 9 90% 94% 

Room 3 90% 96% Room 10 90% 93% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 98% 90% 

Room 4 90% 90% Room 12 96% 94% 

Room 5 93% 95% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 6 92% 98% Room 15 94% 91% 

Room 19 95% 92% Room 16 94% 93% 

Room 20 96% 97% Room 17 96% 99% 

      Room 18 96% 87% 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to all of the students who  

have attended school every day. 
 

Congratulations 
The room in Week 8 that had the         

was Room  17 

HURRY! DO NOT MISS OUT!!  

Thomastown West Primary School is taking enrolments for Prep (and other grade levels) for the 2021 school year.  

If you are interested in enrolling at Thomastown West Primary School for 2021, please visit our school   
website or the Thomastown West Primary School 2020 Facebook page or collect an enrolment pack from the  
General Office.  The Office can be contacted on 94654317.  



 

Congratulations to  

Room 10 with  

231 Dojo points  

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

Top Dojo Earners  
of Week 8 

Term 4 
 

Prep Dion 

10 Dojos 

Grade 

1/2 
 Nafysa 

17 Dojos 

Grade   Bradley 

9 Dojos 

Grade 

5/6 

 Zahra A 

21 Dojos 

Top  

earner across 

the  school! 

 Mason Rm 10 

169 Dojos 







OUR UNIFORM SHOP 
Tuesday 1st December  Unform Shop RE-OPENS  

1pm-4pm 

www.beleza.com.au 



 







 

 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 







 


