
2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

organisations you can contact for further advice. Let us know if 

you would like additional support or contact information. 
 

If you have noticed changes in your child’s moods, emotions or 

behaviour that are worrying you, the best thing you can do for 

your child’s wellbeing is to speak to a health professional about 

your concerns. 
 

Families and students in quarantine: 
We have a number of families who are unwell at the moment, 

who are isolating at home. We have been thinking of you! Thank 

you for your patience and your resilience. We wish those             

effected by COVID a speedy recovery and the best of health. 
 

I remind you, that the school is required to sight your child’s  

negative test result, so if you can provide that via email or text 

message that would be wonderful. We are required to see your 

clearance message from your Day 13 test so please email this to 

our school email thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
 

 

COVID-SAFE PLAN 
The school has gone to great lengths to  

ensure the school is prepared for the return 

of all staff and students and appropriate  

hygiene measures are in place, in line with 

our COVID-Safe Plan. 
 

Stay home when unwell and get tested. 
 

I understand this message has been repeated a number of times 

but it is so important. The most important action school              

communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of  

COVID-19, is to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain 

at home and get tested, even with the mildest of symptoms. 

The symptoms to watch out for are:  

• fever 

• chills or sweats  

• cough 

• sore throat 

• shortness of breath  

• runny nose 

• loss or change in sense of smell or taste 
 

We understand that as parents and carers you may become   

frustrated if contacted by the school to pick up your child         

because they are unwell. However, please remember we are             

following the guidelines set out by the Victorian Government and 

as such we are making decisions in an attempt to keep everyone 

well. 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

25 Oct 
Preps on-site 

26 
Preps on-site 

Grade 3/4 on-site 

27 
Preps on-site 

Grade 3/4 on-site 

28 
Grade 1/2  on-site 
Grade 5/6 on-site 

29 
Grade 1/2  on-site 
Grade 5/6 on-site 

1 Nov 
REPORT WRITING DAY 
Students do not attend school 

2    PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
MELBOURNE CUP 

Students do not attend school 

3 
Preps on-site 

Grade 3/4 on-site 

4 
Grade 1/2  on-site 
Grade 5/6 on-site 

5                  ☺ 
ALL STUDENTS  

ATTEND TWPS ON-SITE 

Please provide a 

mask for your child 

to bring to school. 

No. 30  22nd  October 2021 

From the Principal  
 

Staff have thoroughly enjoyed seeing our Preps, Grade 1/2 and 

Grade 5/6 students in class this week and look forward to seeing 

more year levels on-site over the coming weeks. 
 

I understand that for some students, there may have been some 

nervous and restless ‘night befores’, but our student’s  

excitement to see their friends, teachers and eagerness to learn 

and play in the school classroom and grounds, was incredibly 

special to be part of. It is such a privilege to be Principal of our 

school. 
 

School devices  

✓ Preps return their borrowed devices to school Wednesday 

27th October, so that they can be cleaned and prepared for on

-site learning. 

✓ Grade 1/2 return their borrowed devices to school Wednes-

day 3rd November, so that they can be cleaned and prepared 

for on-site learning. 

✓ Grades 3-6 bring their borrowed devices to school each day 

they attend on-site. From Friday 5th November, the devices 

will remain at school, so that they can be cleaned and  

prepared for on-site learning. 
 

Wellbeing and health are a priority 
It is estimated that around one in seven Australian children  

experience mental health issues and about half of all serious 

mental health issues in adulthood begin before the age of  

fourteen years of age. 

Experts believe one of the best things parents can do to support 

their children is to learn how different issues present in children. 

You don’t need to be an expert, but it can be really helpful to 

know what to look for and when your child or family member 

might need some extra support. There are many support          
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Hygiene   
The importance of the health and hygiene practices will be as 

critical in the coming weeks and months as they were at the  

commencement of this pandemic. I do ask all the TWPS  

community to please follow the school’s health and safety  

requests such as: 

• the wearing of masks, unless there is a medical reason to 

be exempt, (including students in Grades 3-6) and 

• Essential visitors only permitted on-site. 
 

COVID Fact Sheet 
The Department of Health has developed a fact sheet for parents 

and carers, focusing on young people and COVID-19. resources to 

support mental health and wellbeing. We have included the fact 

sheet with today’s newsletter for your information.  If you have 

any questions or concerns about COVID-19, you can contact the 

Department of Education and Training’s COVID-19 phone line on 

1800 338 663 (available 8:30am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday, 

and 10.00am-3.00pm Saturday to Sunday, excluding public           

holidays). 
 

Face masks 
May I remind our school community of the importance and need 

to be wearing face masks when waiting at the perimeter of the 

school. We still require parents/carers to socially distance when 

meeting on the school perimeter and to be wearing facemasks. 

We want our school to remain open and we all need to do our bit 

to keep the COVID virus at bay. 
 

Students Face masks: 
Last week in the newsletter we shared The Victorian Chief Health 

Officer’s announced new directions in relation to mask wearing 

for primary school students. 
 

Face masks are now mandatory for all school students in Grades 

3-6, including at Outside School Hours Care (OSHClub) unless a 

lawful exception applies.  
 

• Face masks are strongly recommended for Prep to Grade Two 

students. 

• For students with a disability, parents and carers should speak 

to the child’s doctor or regular health professional and with 

their school about the best methods to encourage mask  

wearing. Students and parents can also contact the Disability  

Liaison Officer program for more information. 

• Students with a medical condition that prevents mask use will 

not be required to wear a mask. 

• Face masks are required for students in Grade Three to Grade 

Six unless an exception applies. Exceptions include students 

with a physical or mental disability where their disability 

means it would not be suitable. Parent/carers of a student/s 

who meet the criteria for an exception must provide their 

approval in writing for their child/ren to not wear a mask to 

the school. 

Planning for 2022  
All Victorian government schools recently received their           

indicative school resource package (budget) for 2022. It is from 

this our school will begin organising staffing, class structures, 

resources and programs for the coming year. The projected 

school population is what largely determines the amount of   

funding we receive for any given year, and  therefore this            

determines what staff we are able to employ and what programs 

we will run. Please inform the Office if you have not yet enrolled 

your child for Prep 2022 or if you are moving houses or changing 

schools. 

Emergency contact details 
 As we near the end of October it is timely to think about 

emergency contact information that is held by the school for 

your child/children. Thomastown West Primary School’s  

Emergency Management Procedures require the school to 

have up to date information is vital for the school. If you or 

your listed emergency contacts have recently changed  or your 

contact details need updating (mobile number or email        

address) , can you please make sure that the office has been 

informed.  
 

Arrive on time, at quarter to 9  
Students are asked to arrive between 8.30-8.45am each day 

(as per normal routines) and when they arrive say good-bye to 

their parents at the school gate, they head directly to their 

classroom. If students have a borrowed device in their school 

bag, they must place their bag inside on their desk. 
 

Afternoon Pick Up 
At the end of the day students will be dismissed by their 

teachers and directed to make their way outside to their  

parents and carers and proceed to the A-K or L-Z gates at the 

front of the school. 
 

For parents collecting their child at the school gate, we ask 

that you promptly leave TWPS to assist with adhering to  

physical distancing guidelines. Please also ensure you  

maintain physical distancing while waiting for your children. 
 

Thank you to our Prep,  Grade 1/2  and 5/6 Parents and Carers 

for using the appropriate A-K and L-Z gates. Your support has 

facilitated a smooth and safe process. Next week, it is our 

hope that all families will be thoughtful of others when  

delivering their children to and collecting them from school. 

 

A VERY MPORTANT REMINDER: 
Children are not permitted to walk down the street to wait 

for their parents, carers, older siblings or cousins on the foot 

path. This is not safe. Schools are trusted and expected to   

ensure our students safety through supervision. We cannot 

supervise students if they are waiting hundreds of metres 

across and down the local streets. Students are to wait at the 

school gates after school with the teacher and wellbeing staff 

on yard   duty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We still have a way to go before we can safely re-engage with 

some surety with our families and friends, and what a time of 

celebration that will be!  
 

Mrs Szeremeta and I will keep you up-to-date with any                

changes and ask you to continue to support the health and 

wellbeing of our community by following the COVID safe 

guidelines. 
 

Have a fantastic weekend, and enjoy your new freedom! 

Sandi Young 

Principal 



 



 



 



A - K L - Z 







Hello everyone! 

It has been such an amazing week to see the beautiful faces back onsite and have fun with them, whereas there are some  

children who are worried and anxious to be here at school and that is completely normal after coming back from remote learning, 

isolation and quarantine. It has been a crazy year for all of us. But we all are together and here to help each other. Please feel free 

to talk to your teachers/staff here at TWPS. 

It is important for parents to note that there might be  short term changes in the behaviour of kids including emotional changes, 

confusion, anger, anxiety and behaviour changes like insomnia, exhaustion, irritability or avoidance, for example- avoiding  

crowded places. 

Some kids can have concerning impacts after the pandemic which could be due to a deeply distressing or disturbing event that 

might overwhelm the ability to cope and the child might feel fearful, helpless sometimes. While some children will bounce back 

and recover in their own time, whereas others might need some help from parents, teachers, wellbeing staff at school. Here are 

some things which might help for supporting a worried child- 

 Take small steps to help them re-integrate into society- Some fears can be alleviated by small, controlled  

exposures. For Example- a trip to supermarket, or organising a family get together, hanging out with friends in park, sports 

club.  

 Help them limit their exposure to social media- If they are younger, it could be useful to reduce their exposure 

to the pandemic news and if they are older, it could be helpful to think about media messages they are exposed to and 

making sure they are accessing reputable/appropriate sources.  

 Normalise and validate their feelings- It is completely normal to feel stressed, anxious, worried, so it is okay to let 

them know that what they are feeling is normal, other people feel the same way and there is nothing wrong with those 

feelings. For instance, “It must be hard to have so many worries, but it’s normal to worry about getting sick when you go 

back to school.” 

 Be Curious- Ask the kids open questions and listen actively to understand what are your child’s feelings and thoughts. It 

might be useful to ask where are they feeling it, for instance, some kids feel it in the tummy, some feel it in head and some 

in the heart.  

 Create a plan around transitioning- Having a schedule/plan for the day can help the kid to know how the day is 

going to be for them. It can help them alleviate some anxiety, worry, fear of the unknown.  

 Problem solve any concerns/issues together- Young kids mostly have fear about bullying, conflicts with friends, 

school/study related stress and this could contribute to their feeling of worry around going back to school and seeing their 

friends. Talking through the strategies together can help them feel empowered and improve their problem solving skills. It 

might help them as their coping strategy when they feel stuck in any given situation. 

 Explore the positives and provide reassurance- If they are worried about returning to school, there may be some 

things they are looking forward to, it might be useful to chat with them through these together. Sometimes we can’t solve 

all the problems and the kids don’t need the solutions, all they need is to feel supported and understood.  

 

‘It’s okay to not have all the answers, if your child asks you questions that you cannot answer or 
need help to solve, Be Honest. It’s a  great opportunity to do some research and learn something  
together, seek professional support and guidance.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gurleen Gogia (Miss G.) 

Student Welfare officer 



Stars of the Week 
Term 4 - Week 3 

Whole grade  2 Well done on returning to school with a positive mindset and ready to learn. 

Whole grade 3 Well done on returning to school with a positive mindset and ready to learn.  

Mya  5 For trying really hard during Remote Learning and putting a lot of effort into all her work.  

Whole Grade 6  
Coming back to school with lots of  smiles. Congratulations Room 6  

Whole Grade 19 Congratulations on coming back to school cheerfully and ready to learn. 

Kreon 
20 

For excellent attendance on Zoom and trying hard with all tasks. A great effort! 

Muhamed  9 For striving to be his best in all areas during remote learning  

Rueben 10 For striving to be his best in all areas during remote learning.  

Lucas 11 For his amazing story writing! 

Aala 12  
For letting her imagination take flight and producing some outstanding creative writing. Your creativity is 
outstanding and a real pleasure to see!  

Rayan  
 

15 
 

For striving to be her best and completing all her set tasks and spending extra time catching up on tasks 
she missed.  

Lydia 17  
For striving to be her best in all subject areas by showing commitment and determination to complete 
set tasks and attend all zoom sessions . 

 

Anastasia 
18 For striving to do her best with all her tasks,  especially with her Maths.  

Mia   
Music: For consistently completing her Music work during Remote Learning and especially for showing 

us her amazing dancing skills.  

Lily 

Mia M 
 

ART: For always striving to do her best in Visual Arts, consistently completing all tasks during remote 

learning.  

Blake   
AUSLAN: Since beginning at TWPS you have demonstrated determination to learn Auslan by striving to 

be your best & completing your Auslan tasks. You should be very proud of yourself Blake.  

Alan  
 

PE:For consistently being an absolute superstar during remote learning. Great work Alan.  



Term 4  Week 3  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

 

 

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 79% 94% Room 9 89% 90% 

Room 3 84% 96% Room 10 98% 92% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 96% 97% 

Room 5 90% 92% Room 12 90% 92% 
Room  6 89% 96% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 74% 97% Room 15 92% 93% 

Room 20 82% 96% Room 17 94% 96% 

      Room 18 96% 98% 



 

Congratulations to  

Room 10   
You are the class with the 

    highest number of  DOJO POINTS   

this week with  317 Dojo points. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Term  

Week 2 

Prep 
Zarah 

13 Dojos 

Grade 
1/2 

 

Noah M 

34 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Salah 

51 Dojos 

Grade 
5/6 

Jamil A 

45 Dojos  

Top  
earner 

across the  
school! 

  

 Salah Rm 11 

51 Dojos 











Thomastown/ Lalor community News 

Getting Vaccinated 
Lalor North Secondary College – Temporary Vaccination Pop-up Clinic 
at school 

A vaccination pop-up will be operating at Lalor North Secondary College, this Saturday and Sunday. 

Where: Lalor North Secondary College is located at 114 CHILDS ROAD, EPPING 

When: Saturday, 23rd October (10am – 6pm) and Sunday, 24th October (10am – 6pm) 

The pop up will be open to people of all abilities, including the school community (aged 12 and over) and both Pfizer and  
AstraZeneca is available. 

There are bookings and walk-up appointments available. Book online at bit.ly/LalorNorthVaccBooking 

Thomastown Community Vaccination Hub 

Thomastown Community Vaccination Hub is now offering the Pfizer vaccine on appointment to anyone 

aged 12 and over. 

The Vaccination hub is located at 258 Settlement Road, Thomastown and is operating Monday-Friday  

between 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

To book an appointment visit Healthengine - Booking Form - Thomastown Community Vaccination 

Hub: https://healthengine.com.au/v2/appointment/book_widget/85312/COVID-19%20Vaccinations?

covaxEligibilityChecked=true#about-practice 

To make a group booking or to book for someone who has a special need, send an email to vicnorth-

vax@aspenmedical.com 

For more information on the COVID vaccination program visit COVID-19 vaccines | Coronavirus  

Victoria: https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine?fbclid=IwAR3xHVD-

8TZ3rOPfAywMCniyVvWeN50xUixu_lO23eO8DMVvdxfT5p1g0J0 

Vaccination centre for people living with a disability  
A vaccination centre specifically for people living with a disability, and staff who care for them in their homes, is now open 

Eligibility:   

• People living within supported accommodation and the support staff for those facilities  

If there are 2 or more people living with a disability at a single residence, they and all other people living within that  
household  Venue: Aspen Medical  

Location: 258 Settlement Road, Thomastown 

Open: Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 4pm 

Bookings essential:   

Individual appointments can be made by clicking on the following link: https://healthengine.com.au/book-covid-19-
vaccination/85312  

For all enquiries please email vicnorthvax@aspenmedical.com 

Please note: This information does not substitute consultation with a medical professional. 
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DPV Health’s Vaccination Blitz 

DPV Health’s vaccination blitz continues this week with pop-up sites in Fawkner, Craigieburn, Bundoora 

and Broadmeadows. 

Don’t delay, get vaccinated, and let’s hit the 80% double dose goal sooner and get back to what we love 

doing! 

Fawkner Community Hall 

• From Mon 18th Oct – Thurs 21st Oct 

• 77 Jukes Rd, Fawkner 

• Monday 18th & Tuesday 19th 1:00pm -9:00pm 

• Wednesday 20th & Thursday 21st 10.30am – 6:00pm 

• Walk-up only 

Craigieburn Sports Stadium 

• From Tues 19th Oct – Wed 20th Oct 

• 127 Craigieburn Rd, Craigieburn 

• 9:30am to 6:00pm 

• Walk-up only 

Bundoora Secondary College 

• From Fri 22nd Oct – Sun 24th Oct 

• 55 Balmoral Ave, Bundoora 

• Fri 22nd 4:00pm – 8:00pm 

• Sat 23rd & Sun 24th Oct 10:30am-6:00pm 

• Walk-up or book ahead 

• To book call 1300 DPV VAX 1300 378 829 or Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398. For an interpreter, 

press 0 

Town Hall Broadmeadows 

• 10 Dimboola Rd, Broadmeadows 

• Open 7 days a week: 9:30am - 5:30pm (Closed on Public Holidays) 

• Walk-up or book ahead 

• To book call 1300 DPV VAX 1300 378 829 or Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 398. For an interpreter, 

press 0 

Macedonian Cultural Centre – Temporary Vaccination Pop-up Clinic 

A vaccination pop-up will be operating from Macedonian Cultural Centre of the Macedonian Orthodox Community of Mel-
bourne and Victoria, from Monday - Wednesday.  

Where: 512 HIGH STREET, EPPING 



 



Please note: This information does not substitute consultation with a medical professional. 



 

























What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  








