
No.2  23rd February 2024 

From the Principal 
Student Leaders 

Congratulations to our School Captains and student leaders 
who were presented their leadership badges at today’s 
assembly! We are very proud of you and are excited about 

the contribution you will make to our school this year. We 
hope you enjoy the photos we have included in the 
newsletter.  
 

 

FREE Wellbeing Incursion at TWPS  

Brainstorm Productions is returning to TWPS to present 
“Stick & Stones” which is a fun, fabulous and 
inclusive student wellbeing program for primary school 
students that reinforces positive relationships and 

supports vulnerable children to build confidence and social 
and emotional skills.   We can’t wait! 
 
 

Promisetown Picnic 
I initially thought we had a Taylor Swift concert lined up for 
our playground this week, only to discover it was something 

even more heartwarming: two of our incredible parents 
showcasing their dance moves alongside our students, 
gearing up for the Promisetown Picnic. If your child is 
interested in joining the fun, they're more than welcome! 

I'm eagerly anticipating the Promisetown Picnic on 2nd 
March and can't wait to cheer on our talented dance group!  
 

 

Class Dojo 
Thank you to the families who have already joined their 

child’s 2024 Class Dojo!  
CLASS DOJO helps us communicate with you:  

✓TWPS is still using COMPASS to send you whole school 

messages but Class Dojo allows TWPS to easily contact 
individual Parents and Carers and class or year level 

groups.  

✓Class Dojo also allows Parents and Carers to send                  

teachers messages. ☺ Just remember, teachers are 
teaching during the school day and have the right to  their 

personal time with their own families during the evenings.   
If it is urgent or important please contact the school via 
phone TWPS on 9465 4317 or email:  

                 thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

✓Class Dojo is also the reward system that TWPS uses to 

recognise and celebrate our students living by the school 

values. When you log in, you can review how many Dojo 
Points your child has earnt. We are looking forward to our 
Dojo Department Store opening later this term, where 

children can spend their Dojo points! 

 

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

2024 IMPORTANT DATES: 

Wed 
7, 14, 
21,28 

Preps do not attend school on                
Wednesdays in February 

Tue 20 Feb  School Council onsite TWPS 6:30pm 

Thur 29 Feb 

FREE Wellbeing Incursion at TWPS  
“Sticks & Stones”  
Brainstorm Productions  

Tue 5 Mar 

Kaboom Sports Family Fun Morning! 

9:00am - 10:30am 

Please join us for a fun morning ☺ 

Mon 11 Mar PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Wed - 
Thurs 

13-21 
Mar 

NAPLAN 
Information included in this newsletter. 

Tue 19 Mar School Council onsite TWPS 6:30pm 

Wed 27 Mar 

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 
Students only attend school at the time 
of their conference. 

Thur 28 Mar Last day of Term 1 

Mon 15 Apr First day of Term 2 

Thur 09 May WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

Tues 11 June 
Curriculum Day 3 
Students do not attend school 

Fri 28 June Last day of Term 2 

Mon 15 July First day of Term 3 

Wed 11 Sept 
Whole School Professional Practice Day 
Students do not attend school 

Thur 19 Sept 

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 
Students only attend school at the time 
of their conference. 

Fri 20 Sept Last day of Term 3 

Mon 07 Oct First day of Term 4 

Mon 4 Nov 
Curriculum Day 4 
Students do not attend school 

Fri 20 Dec Last day of Term 4, 2024 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Primary Nursing Program for Prep Students 
The Primary School Nursing Program will continue         

supporting the health and wellbeing of students and      
families at Thomastown West Primary School. The 
Victorian Primary School Nursing Program is a free 
health assessment service offered by the Department 

of Education and Training to all children during their 
first year of primary school and for children enrolled in 
years 1 to 6 upon referral. This week we shared the 
link on Class Dojo and sent home the QR Code notice  

to all parents/carers of Prep children. 
 

Home Reading 
Just a reminder that children should be reading each 

night. In the lower grades it is important that families 

listen to children at least 5 times a week. As the 
children become independent readers they should be 
reading and talking to you about their books. Runners 

become good runners by running regularly, good 
readers become good readers by reading regularly. 
 

School Canteen Update 
Unfortunately TWPS does not have access to a 

canteen at this stage.  Please be patient as we try to 

find a solution. We will keep you updated. 
 

Thank you to our parent helpers and our Office staff 
Suzi and Sakina for organising and selling the icy poles. 
Without your support, it simply is not possible. 
 

Parent/Teacher Meetings: SAVE the DATE! 
Our Parent Information Sessions will be held on              
Wednesday 27th March. Remember, students only 
attend at the time of their conference. Participating in 

your child’s education does pay off. Current research 
strongly indicates that when parents engage in their 
children’s education it leads to improved student 

achievement. Information will be sent home in the 

coming weeks. 
 

SunSmart Policy - Hats  

This is a gentle reminder to start looking for the school 
hat that you have not seen for the last 5 months! Hats 
will be required to be worn daily from Friday 1 

September 2023 until Tuesday 30 April 2024. All 

students must wear a sun protective hat that shades 
the face, neck and ears for all outdoor activities that is 

in line with our school’s SunSmart policy:  
https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/

media/twps_sun_smart_policy_20202024_ratified.pdf 
 

Students riding to school 
We have quite a few students who ride to 

school. This is a friendly SAFETY reminder:  
✓ Helmets significantly reduce the risk of 

serious injuries. Please note that helmets 

are compulsory when riding bikes and strongly 
recommended when riding scooters to school.  
✓ Please do not ride your bike or scooter within the 

school grounds.  

✓ Everyone has the right to feel safe and comfortable. 

For this reason, we ask that students walk their bike 
or scooter out of the school grounds. 

 

Breakfast Club Reminders 
TWPS offers a FREE Breakfast Club at our Community Hub 

from 7:45am Monday- Friday. 

➢ Students will enter Breakfast Club via the single Hub 

gate on Main Street. Please do not use our staff car 
park.  

➢ Breakfast Club is FREE. 

➢ Breakfast Club will operate from our Thomastown 

West Community Hub. 
➢ From 7:45am - 8:15am parents or carers must drop 

their child at Breakfast Club and sign them in. 

➢ From 8:15am students may arrive at Breakfast Club in 

the Hub and sign in without their parents or carers. 

➢ Students are encouraged to bring a small toy or game 

to play. There are plenty of books to read at the Hub. 
➢ The Breakfast Club will close at 8:30am and the  single 

Hub gate on Main Street will be closed. 

➢ At 8:30am the double gates at the front entrance of 

our school will be opened for students to enter. 
 
Mrs Young’s Game Corner  

SLEEPING QUEENS: I wonder who will 
be your favourite Queen? The 
Pancake Queen, the Ladybug Queen 

or my favourite the Cat Queen or will 
it be one of the other nine Queens? 
The Queens have fallen under a 
sleeping spell and it's your job to 

wake them up. Using a combination of strategy and luck 
will wake up the Queens from their royal slumbers. You 
can play a knight to steal a queen, but if you have the 
right card… you can block the steal!  There are powerful 

potion cards and dangerous dragons! How do you win? 

Wake up the most queens!  

With easy rules and fast-paced action, Sleeping Queens 

brings fun for everyone, making it perfect for family game 

nights!  [*2 to 5 players  *Ages 8 and up, but I have 
played it with my grandkids who were in Prep at the time 
and with a little help, they loved it.] 
 

Education is  

Powerful,  

Student Agency  

Matters,  

Teachers Make 

 a Difference  

And 

Every Day  

of Learning  

Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 

Principal 

https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/twps_sun_smart_policy_20202024_ratified.pdf
https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/twps_sun_smart_policy_20202024_ratified.pdf


TWPS School Council Elections 

2024 
School Council Elections are held each year. I have  included the Schedule 3 

2024 Notice of Election and Call for Nominations for School Council, a                

nomination form and some frequently asked questions about School Council 

with this Newsletter. There are a        number of  vacancies so I hope you will 

consider supporting the school by joining School Council.  

 

Would you like to  know more about School Council: 

✓ It is a legally formed body that is given powers to set the key directions of a school. 

✓ Is the major governing body of the school  

✓ Plays an important role in school accountability and  improvement processes  

✓ Endorses the key school planning, evaluation and reporting documents  

✓ All School Council decision-making takes place within a framework of legislated powers, 

Ministerial Orders, directions, guidelines and DET policy objectives  

✓ Assist in the efficient governance of the school  

✓ Ensure students’ best interests are primary  

✓ Enhance the educational opportunities for students  

✓ Ensure compliance with relevant legislation and regulations Fundamental Function Estab-

lish the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's community  

✓ Participate in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan  

✓ Develop, review and update school policies  

✓ Develop, review and monitor the Student Engagement Policy and the School Dress Code  

✓ Raise funds for school-related purposes  

✓ Approve the annual budget and monitor expenditure  

✓ Maintain the school’s grounds and facilities  

✓ Enter into contracts (e.g. cleaning, construction work)  

✓ Report annually to the school community and to DEECD  

✓  Generally, stimulate interest in the school in the wider community 



Schedule 3  
 
 

2024 Notice of Election and Call for Nominations for School Council 
 

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Thomastown West Primary School. 
 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00pm on Friday 8th   

March 2024. 
 
 
 
 

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school by  
Friday  15th March 2024.  If a ballot is necessary, it will close at 4.00 pm on Friday 22nd March 2024. 
 
 
 
 

The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for 

election are as follows:  

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for fur-

ther nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.  
 

Sandi Young  
 

The categories of membership explained: 
 

1. A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from  this            

category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent  members at their child's 
school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 

2. A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more than          

one-third of the total membership of School Council. The principal of the school is automatically one of 

these members. 

3. An optional Community member category - members are co-opted by a decision of the council  because of 

their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be  Community members. 

 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires 
each year, creating vacancies for the annual School Council elections. 

 

Why is Parent membership so important? 
 

Parents on School Councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the    

direction of the school. 
 Those parents who become active on a School Council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also 

find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 
 

How can you become involved? 
 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are 
only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. This way you have input 

into who will be representing you.   

 

The other way is to nominate yourself or nominate someone you would like to see on council. 

Membership Category Term of Office Number of positions 

 Parent Member 

  

From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2024 

and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2024 

  

6 

  

 DET  Employee 
From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2024 

and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2024 
 2 

Community Member 
From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2024 

and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2024 
2 



School Council Elections 2024 

 
 

Schedule 5A: Self-nomination Form for Parent Member Category 

 

I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/guardian representative on the        

Thomastown West Primary School Council. 

  

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  

Residential address:    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

   

Home telephone: ………………………………       Business telephone …………………………… 

  

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………………………...……… 

  

I am the parent/guardian of …………………………………who is/are currently enrolled at this school. 

  

I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training.      Yes / No      (please circle) 

  

I am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above-named School Council.  

 

I hereby declare that I am not an undischarged bankrupt and that I am not currently serving a sentence for 

an indictable offence. 

  

Signature of Candidate ……………………………………………………………..  Date      /     / 

 

  

You will be notified when your nomination has been received. 

 

➢ Personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the School Council election  

nomination process. The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate. Your 

personal information may be disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement of voting 

or at any time up to one year from the declaration of the poll. 

 







Congratulations to our  

2024 leaders! 

 



 

Student Representative Council Captains 

Student Voice Captains 

House Captains 



5/6 Cottage by the sea Camp 



 
On behalf of our campers and their families, Mrs Young and Mr Crotti would like to sincerely thank the            

TWPS staff who attended our Grade 5/6 Cottage By The Sea camp.  

It is because of their enthusiasm, personal time away from their own family, willingness to support and care 

for our students and the sleepless nights, we have such an engaging and successful camping program.  



Stars of the Week 
Term 1- Week 3 

Zara  22  For showing resilience and being brave at school.  

Juwayriya 33 Showing resilience and never giving up.  

Turkan  5 For always coming to school with a positive mindset and ready to learn.  

Xander 6 For showing resilience and completing all set tasks.  

Baraa  9 
For your positive attitude to learning. You’re always ready to have a go. 
You’re always striving to be your best.  

Krystal  
 

10 For consistently demonstrating responsibility and being an excellent role 
model to her peers. 

Victoria  11 For being a responsible leader in the classroom, who can always be relied 
upon to set a good example for her peers. Keep it up!  

Destiny 12 For demonstrating responsibility and being an excellent role model to her 

Ayva  15 For always striving to be her best in completing tasks.  

Molly 16 
Molly is a shining example of our school’s values, always striving to do her 
best and encouraging others to do the same.  

Layla  17 
For having a great start at her new school. Well done and keep up the  
wonderful work.  

Michael   
  MUSIC:  For showing great enthusiasm and eagerly involving yourself in the 
music classroom as well as extra instrumental music activities! Well done 
and welcome to Music in 2024!  

Turkan   
STEM: For striving to be her best and actively participating in STEM discus-
sions by consistently providing thoughtful answers and insights!  



Stars of the Week 
Term 1 - Week 3 



Stars of the Week 
Term 1- Week 4 

Andreya 22  Showing empathy and being a great friend to her peer.  

Adam 33 Using great strategies to explore maths problems.  

 
Robbie 

5 
For striving to be his best  by using diagrams and skip counting to help solve 
a maths problem.  

Aaron  6 For showing responsibility by coming to school every day on time.  

Elena  9 
Having a great attitude to writing, constructing  detailed and descriptive sen-
tences, painting a picture in the reader’s mind.  

Chloe 10 For living the school values at all times and being an excellent role model to 
her  

Harry  11 For being an independent worker during camp week, who completed all 
tasks to a high standard. Excellent work Harry.  

Viva  12 For striving to be her best in all that she does and demonstrating  a growth 
mindset 

Jonah  15 For doing his best with his reading to the teacher . 

Belal 16 
For tackling maths tasks with enthusiasm and showing solid understanding 
of place value.  

Belal  17 
For showing resilience and bouncing back when faced with difficult situa-
tions.  

Teah   
  MUSIC: For showing great enthusiasm and eagerly involving yourself in the 
music classroom as well as extra instrumental music activities! Well done 
and welcome to Music in 2024!  

Room 12   
STEM: For working in teams collaboratively and responsibly to design and 
construct a safety expectation in STEM!  Very impressed with your work 



Stars of the Week 
Term 1 - Week 4 



Term 1  Week 4 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 
There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 

school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important? 

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 

better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

 

 

Prep Last Newsletter 
This Weeks  

newsletter 
Year 5/6 Last Newsletter 

This Weeks 

Newsletter 

Room 2 97% 91% Room 9 83% 76% 

Room 3 94% 83% Room 10 90% 78% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 81% 78% 

Room  5 89% 90% Room 12 84% 86% 

Room 6 97% 79% Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

   Room 15 84% 81% 

   Room 16 83% 83% 

   Room 17 88% 80% 



      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 

For Term 1 Week 4 is Room 02 

TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 

Room  2 
Term 1 
Wk 4 

          

Room  3            

 

              

Room  5          

Room  6          

               

Room  9          

Room  10          

Room  11          

Room  12          

               

Room  15          

Room  16           

Room  17             



Term 1 Week 4 

Congratulations to Room 5 with 100 Dojo Points  

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this week! 

 

 

 

Prep/1 

Mariam 

 3 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Fonzie 

9 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Shakira 

5 Dojo Points  

Grade 5/6 
Olivia 

6 Dojo Points  

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
Fonzie 

9 Dojo Points 

 

9am - 10:30am 
 

Parents/Carers please  join us for a fun morning ☺ 
 

*Tuesday 5th March* 
 







FRIENDLY REMINDER:  

ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR HATS FROM MONDAY. 











 

 

 

 







Thomastown Mosque Open Day 
This Sunday the Thomastown Mosque invites you to come and  
visit.  Get a tour of the mosque and come and meet your local Muslim 
community! 
 

 When                  Sunday February 25 

 

 Where                Thomastown Mosque 

                                 124 Station St 

                                 Thomastown 
 

 Time                    11am – 3pm 

 

 


