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From the Principal Team 
It is hard to believe that we have reached the end of the 
term and we have only had the children on-site for 13 
days!?! As the term has come to a close, Mrs Szeremeta and 
I believe we are all feeling the same… EXHAUSTED! Surely 

we are not the only ones looking forward to a sleep in and 
at least one day of NOT looking at a computer screen!! 
 

We would like to thank the parents and carers  
who have  once again devoted so much time 
and energy helping their children with their 
school work. The support you have given your 

children and their teachers has been greatly 
appreciated. Thank you for the valuable information and 

wonderful feedback that you have given the staff during 
yesterday’s Parent/Teacher Conference Interviews.  Their 

spirits have definitely been lifted by your support, insights 
into your child’s remote learning  and feedback.  
 

We would also like to acknowledge and thank our                
remarkable staff who have once again risen to the                 
challenge and adapted their program to better suit remote 
learning. Mrs Szeremeta and I greatly appreciate all staff’s 
efforts, (teachers, education support staff, wellbeing staff, 
office staff and our cleaner Ricardo) hard work, passion and        
extraordinary effort during remote learning!  We genuinely 
thank them for consistently ensuring they meet the        
learning, wellbeing and safety needs of our students and 
families! 
 

To our wonderful TWPS students who are now very familiar 
with remote learning. They have once again done a                   
remarkable job and continue to show perseverance and               

determination to continue their education in a meaningful 

manner. We have been able to watch firsthand the             
approximately 60 students who have been attending the    
on-site program. They are doing the same online program 

that the other students are doing. The  progress they have 
made has been impressive. We have watched our Preps 
learn to navigate their way around the iPads and superbly 

practice their SSP sounds and words. We should all be very 

proud of all of the children’s achievements.  

2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au   
Phone: 9465 4317     
  

Term 4 
Term 4 will begin on Monday 4th October for all students.  
 

At this stage we have not had any further updates on the 

return to face-to-face learning. I think that like me, you are 
all waiting with great anticipation to hear the roadmap out 
of this current lockdown. Hopefully it will be good news in 
regard to children returning to school.  
 

If I receive any news from the DET during the holidays I 
will let you know.  While our staff have planned the  

program for Term 4, they have had to plan for two modes 

of teaching, one for on-site learning and one for remote 
learning. They are prepared for whatever happens.  
 

Student Enrolments  
We are very grateful to parents who have made contact 
over the last week in regards to enrolment  for 2022. As 
we move into Term 4, we ask parents to continue to liaise 

with the school on this important matter, as this                    

information greatly assists the school to fine tune its    
planning for next year. As plans unfold for the return of 
students at some stage next term, we will provide families 
with all of the necessary details in regards to the Prep 

Transition program. We thank everyone for their patience 
on this matter.  
 
Mrs Szeremeta and I hope everyone takes the time to rest 

and relax during the next two weeks and take a               
well-deserved break from remote learning. I know it’s     
easier said than done but do your best to keep your home 
device free, but the children need a break. We hope to see 

you back at school next term, fingers crossed!  

 
Sandi Young    Rebecca Szeremeta 
Principal    Acting Assistant Principal 

Monday 
4  October 

First  Day of Term 4 
Arrive on time, ready to learn, at quarter to  nine. 

Tues—Fri 
5 - 15  October 

Student Support Group Meetings 

Friday  
15 October 

Preps Aquarium/ Fitzroy garden excursion 

Tuesday 
19  October 

School Council Meeting 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au




Dear Staff, 

 

On behalf of all of our students, we would like to say a huge thank you for all you have done and are  
doing for your students during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

• Thank you for quickly adapting to new ways of teaching, learning and checking in. 

 

• Thank you for finding a space for your classroom in your home.  

• Thank you for all the care and thought you have put into helping your students learn from home. 

• Thank you for staring at a screen for far more hours than you should have.  

• Thank you for helping your students and their families to feel secure when everything around 
them was changing and unpredictable. 

 

• Thank you for continuing to show up every day even when you weren't feeling great. 

• Thank you for being a safe and reliable person to all of your students.  

• Thank you for working on your days off. 

• Thank you for checking in with parents and carers. They understand how important your job is 
now. 

• Thank you for knowing what each of your students needed from you. 

• Thank you for volunteering to come on campus to teach our onsite students, you brought joy to so 
many students.  

• Thank you for showing our students how much our school cares about them. 

• Thank you for trying to make online lessons fun.  

• Thank you for those late nights and early mornings. 

• Thank you for putting our students first. 

• Thank you for being so committed to making sure you kept in touch with your student's learning. 

• Thank you for not giving up when it all seemed too difficult. 

  

Years from now, your students will remember how you cared for them during this time. Your students 
will remember how you were always there even when the whole world felt like it turned upside down. 
Your students will remember how important they were to you. Your students will also know that they 
can trust people in their lives to help them when they need it. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The SEWI & Wellbeing Teams 

 

 

 



 

 



Hello everyone! 

It is easy for parents to identify their child’s physical needs like nutritious food, warm clothes when it is cold, bedtime 

at a reasonable hour. However, a child’s mental and emotional needs may not be as obvious. Good mental health  

allows children to think clearly, develop socially and learn new skills. Additionally, good friends and encouraging 

words from adults are all important for helping children develop self-confidence, high self-esteem, and a healthy 

emotional outlook on life. 

Basics for a child’s good mental health: 

➢ Unconditional love from family- Love, security and acceptance should be at the heart of family life. Children 

need to know that your love does not depend on his/her accomplishments. Mistakes and/or defeats should be 

expected and accepted. Confidence grows in a home that is full of unconditional love and affection.  

➢ Self-confidence and high self-esteem- For nurturing kids confidence and self-esteem, make sure you do the 

following: 

➢  Praise them- Encourage the kids to learn a new game as that helps them to explore and learn about their  

surroundings. Assure them by smiling and talking to them often. Be an active participant in their activities. Your  

attention helps build their self-confidence and self-esteem. 

➢ Set realistic goals- children need realistic goals that match their ambition with their abilities. With the help of  

parents, kids can choose the activities that test their abilities and increase their self-confidence. 

➢  Be Honest- Do not hide your failures from children. It is important for them to know that we all make mistakes. 

It can be very re-assuring to know that adults are not perfect. 

➢  Avoid sarcastic remarks- if a child looses a game or fails a test, find out how he/she feels about the situation. 

Kids may get discouraged and need a pep talk. Later, when they are ready, talk and offer assurance. 

➢  Encourage them- to not only strive to do their best, but also enjoy the process. Try new activities that teach 

them about teamwork, self esteem and different new skills. 

➢ Opportunity to play – Playtime is important for kids as it helps them to be creative, learn problem solving and 

self control.  

Children need playmates- By playing with their peers, they discover their strengths, weaknesses, develop a 

sense of belonging, learn how to get along with others. Consider finding a good children’s program through neighbors, 

local community centers or local park and recreation department. 

➢ Parents can be playmates- join the fun! Play monopoly, coloring with child gives you an opportunity to share 

ideas and spend time together in relaxed setting. 

➢ Play for fun- Winning is not as important as being involved and enjoying the activity. One of the most important 

question to ask children is – ‘Did you have fun’? not ‘Did you win’? In our goal-oriented society, we often 

acknowledge success and winning. This attitude can be discouraging and frustrating for children who are  

learning and experimenting. It’s important for children to participate and enjoy themselves.  

➢ Tv use should be monitored- Be selective in choosing television shows for children. Some shows can be  

educational as well as entertaining. 

Appropriate guidance and discipline– Be firm, but kind and realistic with your expectations. Children’s  

development depends on your love and encouragement. Set a good example. You cannot expect self-control and self-

discipline from a child if you do not practice this behavior. 

➢ Criticize the behavior not the child – it is best to say, “that was a bad thing you did,” rather than “you are a bad boy or 

girl”. 

➢ Avoid nagging, threats and bribery- Give children the reasons “why” you are disciplining them and what the potential 

consequences of their actions might be. 



➢ Talk about your feelings- we all lose our temper from time to time. If you do “blow your top”, it is important 

to talk about what happened and why you are angry. Apologize if you were wrong! 

Provide a safe and secure home – it’s okay for children to feel afraid sometimes. Everyone is afraid of 

something at some point in their life. Fear and anxiety grow out of experiences that we do not understand. If your 

children have fears that will not go away and effect his or her behavior, the first step is to find out what is frighten-

ing them. Be loving, patient and reassuring, not critical.  

Remember, the goal is not to control the child, but for him or her to learn self-control. 

GURLEEN GOGIA 

STUDENT WELFARE OFFICER 

 

 

Zoom 

Fun 



Stars of the Week 
Term 3 - Week 10 

Kaiden 2 For always trying his best and completing all his set tasks everyday.  

Alexandra 3 For being ready to learn every morning on Zoom. Well done Alex for being resilient!  

Albraa 5 For always attending and engaging in our daily zooms, as well as submitting all of his work. 

Chloe  6 
For being organised every day during remote learning. Joining all Zoom sessions and handing in all work.  

Hareem 19 For always being ready to learn on Zoom every day and for doing some amazing reading!  

Kreon 
20 For always handing in his work on Class dojo and demonstrating what he has learnt through class  

discussion.  

Harry 9 For completing and submitting all his work during remote learning and being a fantastic role model.  

Ruby 10 For being the first class member to complete all her Digital Licenses.  

Tristan 11 
For an amazing effort this term. You have strived to be your best and tackled everything in  Remote 
Learning, demonstrating resilience and responsibility.  

Room 12 12  
For an amazing effort and getting through the term. Even for the students who have found things hard 
and struggled, you have all shown amazing resilience and managed to get through it in your own way. 
Keep your heads up and keep kicking goals, however small or big they are! 

Alan  
 
 
Buze 

15 
 
 

15 

For striving to be his best and always approaching his learning tasks with a positive attitude. Alan you 
consistently hand in all of your work and attended ZOOM meetings everyday.  
 
For showing greater responsibility this week by catching up on his remote learning tasks and attending 
more ZOOM meetings.  

Zayne  

 
 

Eternity 

17 
 
 

17 

For working hard to complete assigned tasks and successfully completing all 8 digital licence modules.  
 
 
For her persistence to complete all set tasks and motivation to continue to  attend daily zooms and do 
her best  

Denis  18 
For his enthusiasm and throughout remote learning. Well done for always being present on zoom and 
consistently completing all set tasks.  

Tifa  
 
Alan  

 

Music: For displaying great resilience and always completing their Music activities whether they are 

studying remotely or not!  
 
For displaying great resilience and always completing their Music activities whether they are studying 

Noah & 
Albraa 

 
AUSLAN: For making a super effort throughout remote learning and completing your auslan 
tasks to a high standard.  

Denis 
 PE: For completing every lesson over remote learning.  



Term 3 Week 10 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

 

 

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 82% 72% Room 9 94% 96% 

Room 3 80% 81% Room 10 94% 95% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 93% 92% 

Room 5 87% 82% Room 12 96%        94%% 
Room  6 89% 90% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 80% 92% Room 15 94% 90% 

Room 20 79% 82% Room 17 95% 97% 
      Room 18 90% 89% 







 

Congratulations to  

Room 12 

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  DOJO POINTS   

this week with  468 Dojo points. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Term 3 

Week 10 

Prep 
 Ella 

32 Dojos 

Grade 
1/2 

Noah 

46 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Shorya 

60 Dojos 

Grade 
5/6 

Jamil 

18 Dojos  

Top  
earner 

across the  
school! 

 Shorya 

60 Dojos 









What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  












