
No. 25  3rd September 2021 
 

From the Assistant Principal  
 

Dear Families, 

 
The teachers have been providing and will continue to 

provide, feedback on the learning tasks across the 

week. We appreciate the support parents and  

caregivers have been providing their children at home 

and want to thank you for this continued “partnership 

in learning” that we have established together. We  

also want to thank many parents who have written  

direct messages to staff thanking them for their work. 

This has been greatly appreciated by teachers and the 

acknowledgement has meant a lot to all of us. We are 

in this together and working as a team will allow us to 

support our children to get through this difficult time 

in our community.  

For many students time at home has allowed them to 

thrive, however many families have felt the strain of 

home learning. Please keep in contact with the  

teachers via email or Class Dojo as we can put supports 

in place when we know what your child needs.  We 

also ask that families challenge children to read  

regularly.  Reading and discussing world news and  

issues is a great way to continue to build knowledge 

and language experiences.  Keep an eye out for some 

‘nice’ news stories with positive messages to share 

with your child.   

 

2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 

98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074   Ph: 9465 4317     
  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au   Website: https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

ZOOM Parent/Teacher Conferences (Interviews) 

Have you booked your Parent/Teacher conference 

yet??? Only 18% of our families have booked.  In 

preparation for term 4, teachers would like to meet 

online via Zoom with Parents and Carers to discuss 

the learning progress made by your child/ren during 

the term. Please ensure you have logged into  

Compass or called the school on 9465 4317 to lock in 

a time that suits you.  

Zoom Protocols  
Later in the newsletter you will read our TWPS Zoom 
protocols that apply to all students across the school. 
We have seen an improvement this week with  
students striving for their personal best when  
participating in Zoom sessions. Let’s keep up this 
great work. The extension of this lockdown is a  
reminder to us all that Remote Learning is now very 
much part of the ‘new normal’ and teachers are  
having the same expectations of students with  
remote learning as we do with onsite learning. If you 
haven’t been regularly participating in Zooms it’s not 
too late to start logging in everyday. This helps your 
child feel connected to their peers and teacher and 
sets them up for the day with an overview of what 
their work will entail. Please take some time to read 
over the Zoom Protocols with your child this weekend 
in preparation for the week ahead. We hope to see 
everyone on Zoom on Monday morning.   
 

NAPLAN Update  

If your child is in grade 3 or 5 and participated in 

NAPLAN this year, the results have been posted to 

your home address. These should arrive to your 

house early next week. If you have any questions or 

concerns please contact  Mrs Young or myself.  Please 

remember NAPLAN is a snapshot of your child’s  

learning and the Parent/Teacher Interviews will paint 

a better picture of where your child is at with their 

learning.  

 

Tuesday 
07 September 

Terrific Tuesday 

Thursday 
16  September 

Parent and Teacher ZOOM Interviews  
Students do not attend school and do not participate 
in Remote Learning. Students do attend Interview. 

Friday 
17  September 

Last Day of Term 3 
Students dismissed at 1.15pm 

Monday 
4  October 

First  Day of Term 4 
Arrive on time, ready to learn, at quarter to  nine. 

Tues—Fri 
5 - 15  October 

Student Support Group Meetings 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Remote Learning Office Monitors  

Calling through to our front office at lunchtime  

during remote learning? You may have noticed that 

we have NEW office monitors recently on board. 

Our students who are on-site attending school  

during remote learning are volunteering their time 
at lunch to answer phones, take messages,  

complete office tasks and welcome parents to the 

school. Thank you to  the parents that have already 

provided encouragement to our office monitors 
about the excellent work they are doing! We are 

proud of our students and are constantly seeking 

ways for them to hone their skills.  

 

Terrific Tuesday 

On Tuesday 7th September the teachers will  

participate in their Planning Day for Term 4.  
Teachers collaborate together and plan 10 weeks of 

learning for English, Maths and the Integrated  

Curriculum. The day for students will resemble 

Wellbeing Wednesday and Thankful Thursday.  
Engaging and interactive activities will break up the 

week’s remote learning. Students will be asked to 

share a photo of their favourite activity with their 

teacher. 

 

Fathers Day 

Wishing all the ‘fathers’ in our community a very 

special day on Sunday 5 September. Just like 

‘mothers,’ fathers come in different forms,  

grandfathers, uncles, big brothers, close family 

friends. Much is written about the importance of 

having close connections with mother figures and 

its importance to children’s development and the 

same can be said about the importance and  

influence of positive male role models in children’s 

lives. We’re sorry, we can’t hold our Father’s Day 

stall and special celebration as we had originally 

planned due to our extended lockdown but we do 

wish all the ‘father’ figures an incredible Father’s 

Day. We hope you get lots of hugs and kisses! 

 

Rebecca Szeremeta 

Acting Assistant Principal 

Thankful Thursday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 





It’s EASY to BOOK your 2021 Parent / Teacher Meeting 

Your      child’s name 

Term 3 Parent/Teacher Conference Meetings  

Thursday 16th September 2021 
 

Thomastown West Primary School will use COMPASS again for booking our Parent/Teacher Conference Meetings.  

From 9:30am Monday morning you can book your child(ren) meeting ONLINE using COMPASS! (We will not activate the 
button until Monday 9:30am. Do not panic if you can’t  find where to click, as it will not work until Monday 9:30am.) 

GREAT NEWS! When you use COMPASS to book a meeting with your teacher, it will be a time that you choose, which 

suits YOUR FAMILY! Remember, it is really easy to let us know (on Compass) if you require an interpreter! 

Support will be available at the Office from 10am Monday 30th August 2021 onwards, so that parents can still make  

bookings online. The Parent/Teacher meetings is strictly 15 minutes and spaces are  limited.   

Parents can change their bookings, any time prior to the closing date, by re-visiting COMPASS, and following the     

instructions. Remember to use the same COMPASS log in, you used when you made your original booking. Parents   

wishing to change their meeting times after the closing date, should contact the school directly on: 9465 4317. 

To  book a time for your Parent/Teacher meeting for Thursday 16th September: 
 

 

1. Login to Compass:  

Use your parent login details.  

• Please do not give these to your child.  

• Your login details are unique to you and provide 

you with ongoing parent access to Compass and 

information about your child(ren). 

• If you have problems... click on the:   

‘Can’t access your account?’  

2. Click Book Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 

 



Thursday 16th September 2021 

Thursday 16th September 2021 

Thursday 16th September 2021 

Thursday 16th September 2021 





 





Hello everyone! 

 Most people love routine and habit. When things don’t go as planned, we don’t feel in control and that can 
leave us feeling anxious or stressed. At the moment, both parents and kids are really feeling the  
uncertainty, not just about COVID but also about other aspects of life like socialising and travel.  
Give yourself credit as you cope with this tough time and recognise that dealing with this challenge can  
make you and your kids more resilient. 
 
Hold on to your 'stability rocks' 
A ‘stability rock’ is a process or practice that adds something reliable to your life when it feels like things are 
spinning out of control. ‘Stability rocks’ are really grounding and help you to remember that there are some 
things that are within your control. Your own routines and rituals will become really important at this time 
when some parts of your life are disrupted (e.g. school, uni, work).  
Some examples of ‘stability rocks’ could be: 
 
✓ Waking up at the same time every day 
✓ Eating regular meals 
✓ Going to bed at the same time 
✓ Doing some form of exercise every morning         

Practise tolerating uncertainty 
Predictability helps people to feel they are in control, and reassures them that their lives are settled and 
nothing bad will happen. On the other hand, having to deal with the unknown can make people anxious. Get 
a handle on anxiety by practising tolerating uncertainty. You can start by doing small things differently, such 
as experimenting with cooking a meal without triple-checking the recipe, 
or picking a random Netflix show to watch without knowing anything 
about it.  
Ask yourself the following questions:  
✓ Did things turn out okay even though I wasn’t 100% certain? 
✓ If things didn't turn out okay, what happened? 
✓ What did I do to cope with the negative outcome? 
✓ Was I able to handle the negative outcome? 
The idea is to learn that even if things don’t go as planned, you can still 

deal with them.        

Draw on skills you've used before 
It’s very likely you’ve dealt with uncertainty before, and you can do it 
again.  
Reflect on what skills you have used in the past to cope with uncertainty, or ask someone who knows you 
well. Write a list so you have a little toolbox to refer to whenever you’re getting anxious.  
Your skills could include:  
✓ Focusing on what’s in your control, and working with that 
✓ Writing down what’s troubling you and what you can do to improve the situation 
✓ Practising self-care activities 
✓ Allowing yourself to take a break from what’s bothering you 
practising positive self-talk. 
 
When you accept that uncertainty is something that happens in life and learn how to deal with it, you can 

share your resilience with your children and help increase their resilience too! 

 Angelique Vardis 

Student Well-being 





 Onsite STEM Task 



Stars of the Week 
Term 3 - Week 8 

Arham 2 For always trying his best and working really hard on his colour level sounds. 

Thayla 
3 
 

Being resilient and working hard during remote learning to learn her green level 
sounds and words.  

Elissa 5 
For regularly submitting work during Remote Learning and positively engaging in our 
class zoom  

Philo 6 For joining ZOOM with a big smile on his face.  

Doaa 19 For coming to school everyday and doing her work! 

Esmeralda 
20 For participating during our Class Zoom sessions by asking questions and giving  

suggestions.  

Heather 10 For trying her best to complete all set tasks during remote learning. 

Mustafa 11 
For consistently participating in online Zoom sessions and completing all tasks set in 
Google  

Bell 12  

For always bring good vibes, positive energy and being an all round champion!  You 
never fail to make  me smile and I love the way you interact with everyone on Zoom. 
Congrats with the basketball too!  

Arya 
15 

 
For actively participating in online ZOOM sessions and completing  all his remote learn-
ing  tasks including baking chocolate chip muffins! 

Sibel 
Alex N 

18 
For striving to be their best and demonstrating an improved effort with their online 
tasks.  

Alexandra 

Shorya 

 ART: For being such a SUPERSTAR during remote learning, producing artworks of an 
OUTSTANDING quality!  

Kaiden   Music: For being such a SUPERSTAR in remote learning Music activities!  

Dimitrios 
& Jenna 

 
AUSLAN: To the Dynamic Duo, for both striving to do your best and consistently sub-
mitting all your Auslan learning tasks  

Lucas L 
 

PE: Great work Lucas for completing your weekly PE lesson. I look forward to watching 
your videos.  





Term 3 Week 8  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

 

 

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 94% 90% Room 9 82% 92% 

Room 3 97% 87% Room 10 93% 91% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 92% 94% 

Room 5 80% 86% Room 12 96% 96% 
Room  6 86% 90% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 79% 82% Room 15 94% 95% 

Room 20 80% 84% Room 17 90% 93% 

      Room 18 92% 94% 



 

Congratulations to  

Room 12 

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  DOJO POINTS   

this week with 362 Dojo points. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Term 3 

Week 8 

Prep 
Kaiden  

17 Dojos 

Grade 
1/2 

Saim and 
Haneen 

21 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Rhyanna 

35 Dojos 

Grade 
5/6 

Dayzie 

24 Dojos  

Top  
earner 

across the  
school! 

Rhyanna 

35 Dojos 



Thankful Thursday and 3/4-5/6 Baking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  







                            

A NEW SPOONVILLE has popped up outside Thomastown Library! 

Spoonville is a special international project to brighten this COVID world we are currently living in.  One 

of our Grade 1 students, Molly, along with her brother and family, have already created their spoon  

characters to add to the colourful and fun 

Spoon Family. Take a 

walk in the sunshine and 

check it out.  

You may wish to grab a 

spoon to make your own 

characters through the 

holidays to add to the tiny 

town. 








