
No. 22   13th  August 2021 

From the Acting Assistant  Principal  

I hope that this latest newsletter finds all our TWPS 

families and friends well. Can you believe we are now 

at the end of week five? Everyone has done so well 

thus far, managing the challenges of Remote Learning, 

your own work and your  families! Stay focused and 

positive and encourage your  children to do the same. 

Please do not hesitate to contact your class teacher if 

you find your child’s motivation or  engagement in 

their learning fading. I’ve added a link below, that may 

help.  

Parent and Carers Wellbeing  

The Raising Children’s Network has a page dedicated to 

talking with your children at different ages and stages 

about physical distancing, staying at home and other 

topical issues that you might find helpful. Please make 

use of the link below. 

 https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/coronavirus-covid-19-guide 

Have you enrolled your child to start Prep at 

TWPS in 2020?  

Unfortunately due to the lockdown we’ve had to    

postpone our Transition Program beginning however in 

the meantime, here is what you can do to prepare your 

child for the start of school.  

Preparing your child for the start of primary school will 

help them feel more confident about the changes that 

2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Monday 
16 August 

Prep  Aquarium Excursion POSTPONED  

Thursday 
19 August 

Winter Wonderland /Donut Day POSTPONED 

Friday 
20 August 

Grade 5-6 Swim Survival Program  TBC 

Mon-Wed 
23-25 August 

Doxa 3-4 Malmsbury Camp  TBC 

Thursday 
16 September 

Parent and Teacher ZOOM Interviews  
More details coming soon. 
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are about to happen and what to expect at their 

new school. The year before your child starts  

primary school is a good time to focus on different 

aspects of school life. Having discussions about 

starting school and encouraging your child to    

develop more independence can help them settle 

into their new learning environment with greater 

confidence.  

Here are some tips on how you can prepare your 

child for their transition into Prep- 

• Ask your child what they think about starting 

school.  

• Encourage your child to ask questions about 

going to school. 

• Help your child stay healthy. Make sure they 

have regular health and dental checks and 

keep immunisations up to date. 

• Encourage your child to do things on their 

own. This could be dressing, going to the     

toilet,   washing their hands, unwrapping their 

food and opening and closing their drink bottle 

and  lunchbox. 

• Talk to friends and other families about what 

school is like. 

• Talk to your child’s early childhood educator 

about things you can do at home to help your 

child. 

We are excited about offering our transition          

program as soon as we can but please make sure 

you have enrolled your child for next year to receive 

the updates regarding the program. The form is in 

the Prep enrolment section of the school  website 

along with other information about the process. 

There is a link on the front page of our  website. 

https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/59  
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Grade 5/6 Guest Speaker  
Hi, my name is Alan and my name is Tifa. We will be 

talking about the guest speaker we had visit us grade 

5/6 students ‘via zoom’ named Kano.  Fun fact: his 

whole first name is more than 15 letters long! 

Kano was born in India and he talked about his life 

and the challenges he faced when his family migrat-

ed to Australia.  These challenges include bullying at 

school because of his race. He told us the saddest 

story we’ve ever heard! When he got home from 

school, his parents would be very depressed as it 

was so hard for them without speaking English to 

talk to other people.  We feel sorry for them that 

they felt that way and hope any people to Australia 

(especially Thomastown) have someone they can 

talk to. We learnt about the importance of world 

diversity and world inclusion.   

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

As you will have seen in the last newsletter, we have 
scheduled our Parent Teacher interviews for  
Thursday 16th September. Further information will 
be supplied shortly.  We are unsure at this  if they 
will run via Zoom or in person. Bookings will made 
through Compass at a later day.  

Save the date: Thursday 16th September. Students 
will not attend school this day (only during interview 
time if interviews are onsite).  

 

Curriculum Day– Berry Street 
On Wednesday, all TWPS staff participated in our 
second day of training for the Berry Street Education 
Model which we have already started implementing. 
You may have heard your child mention ‘morning 
circles’ (a way to start our school day outlining our 
expectations of each other and reminding us of our 
values as well as a ‘positive primer’ – often a fun 
quick game!), ‘brain breaks’ (an opportunity to 
refocus with short tasks, again often fun!) or ‘ready 
to learn plans’ (this is an individual plan on how we 
can re-engage in learning through self regulation).  
 
Day 2 brought a focus on Relationships – positive 
relational classroom management strategies that 
promote on-task learning. We are looking forward 
to sharing our learning with the students and 
implementing the strategies suggested by Berry 
Street. 
  
On a side note, we spent the day completing the 
training via Zoom, the screen fatigue and inactivity 
by the end of the day was a reminder to us of how 
students must often feel after a day of remote 
learning. There have to be some perks to remote 
learning and if one of them is going for a walk 
together in the middle of the day or throwing the 
ball around in the backyard go for it! I know I am 
looking forward to going for a bike ride in the 
expected nice weather this weekend with my boys 
(riding within a 5km zone of course!)  
Have a lovely weekend and stay safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca Szeremeta  
Acting Assistant Principal  



Hello everyone, 

We all make mistakes sometimes, and many kids feel pressure to be perfect. Whether it involves home-

work, friendships or sport, making mistakes is a big part of learning. Learning from these mistakes is a part 

of how we challenge and motivate ourselves to learn to do things differently. Its important to reframe the 

idea of mistakes as opportunities to from which we can learn. 

 

So what can you do when your child makes a mistake? We want to teach our children to self-regulate, so 
that they can take a moment, move past their poor choice, and act on the appropriate reaction. And, one 
of the easiest ways we can begin to teach this is by calmly saying two simple words when they’ve messed 
up: “Try again.” Giving kids a second chance is an easy way to help them learn to make good choices, to 
slow down and think before they act. 
 
Rather than carrying out our knee-jerk reaction to scold or shame children when they’ve made a mistake, 
we can help by allowing them to rewind and rewrite the story. “Try again, buddy!” Eventually, with time 
and  
patience, you won’t need to give them a second chance because they’ll make better choices in the first 
place. 
Parents can encourage this rewriting of the story by demonstrating it in their own lives. One way to do this 

is to talk opening about our own mistakes and how we are fixing them. This can be difficult but doing it reg-

ularly teaches children that mistakes are something to learn from rather than hide.  

 

So, when a child makes a mistake, instead of asking ‘why did 

you do that’ and placing blame you can try some different 

strategies. 

 

Describe the problem: Emphasize there is a problem to be 

fixed, without placing blame. Ask instead how we can fix it  

together 

Empathize with the child’s feelings: Kids need to feel  

understood, when they feel like an adult understands them, 

they are more likely to take responsibility.  

Express feelings without blame: When expressing feelings, 

start a sentence with how you’re feeling and what you need 

without using the word ‘you’ and blaming.  

An example of this sort of communication is “We have a  

problem because there is a mess on the floor and it makes me 

feel because I get frustrated when I’m left to clean up a mess I didn’t make. I would like this room to be tidy 

when you’re done playing with your toys. How can we make this situation better?” 

When the problem is solved use the magic words!  

“We made a mistake this time, but next time lets try again and do this better!”  

 

Angelique Vardis 

Student Wellbeing  



Stars of the Week 
Term 3 - Week 5 

Whole 
Class 

2 For being resilient during remote learning. 

Taliyah 3 For connecting to Zoom each day and trying her hardest to participate in the Zoom activities.  

Joana 5 
For remaining focused and trying really hard in all her learning. The quality of her work has 

been at a very high standard.  

Isaac 6 
For joining ZOOM sessions every morning and being ready for learning. 

Jerome 19 For coming to school every day and doing his best. 

Harry 9 For always joining every zoom session and demonstrating our school values.  

Mason  10 
For striving to be his best in writing, creating powerful imagery through his descriptive work on 
Storms. 

Salah 11 
For demonstrating responsibility and completing all Remote Learning tasks and Striving to be 

his best!  

Danah 15 
For consistently striving to be her best by completing all her online learning tasks and partici-
pating in all ZOOM sessions.  

Riccardo 18 For demonstrating both resilience and striving to do his best with all of his online tasks.  

Manoj 15 

Issam 10 

 ART: For demonstrating real commitment and  challenging himself to create inspiring artwork!  

Mikaela 19  
AUSLAN:  For always striving to be her best and signing the song ‘We are Australian’ using 
beautiful hand signing!  



Term 3 Week 5  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep  Year 3/4  

Room 2 86% Room 9 78% 

Room 3 84% Room 10 80% 

Year 1/2  Room 11 79% 

Room 5 72% Room 12 77% 

Room 6 79% Year 5/6  

Room 19 65% Room 15 85% 

Room 20 71% Room 17 89% 

  Room 18 92% 

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

 

 



 

Congratulations to  

Room 03 

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  DOJO POINTS  this 

week with 285 Dojo points. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Term 3 

Week 5 

Prep 
Kaiden 

30 Dojos 

Grade 
1/2 

Steven 

45 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Perla 

17 Dojos 

Grade 
5/6 

Mohammed A 

11 Dojos  

Top  
earner 

across the  
school! 

Steven G  

45 Dojos 



Prep Rm3 Fun Friday 

 

 

 

  

 







 








