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From the Principal  

Well there were plenty of smiles on faces as our students, 
parents and carers returned to on-site teaching and learning 
last Wednesday, although I may have had the biggest smile! 

Whilst it was definitely a happy experience to have our   

community return to on-site, it was yet another transition 

for our students. We continue to be incredibly proud of 
their resilience and ability to adapt. TWPS has a strong   
Wellbeing, Engagement and Inclusion program that          

supports our students and staff integrating targeted  
teaching time to check in and acknowledge the big feelings 
that these times bring.  
 

LOCKDOWN 6.0 
Here we go again! Please keep safe, follow the rules and 

contact the school if you need assistance on 9465 4317 or 
email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 

I have included an article in this newsletter in support of us 
all continuing to ride the COVID wave and helping our  

children to shine even through a pandemic. 
➢ Exposure Sites 

 The uncertainty of each day is dependent on the COVID 
numbers and outbreaks.  The number of schools impacted 

through identified positive cases or close contacts of  

positive cases continues to grow.  
  

As the number of exposure sites grows, please continue to 
check these regularly. The coronavirus exposure site map/
list can be found via this link:   

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites#what-
you-need-to-do 
  

If you do discover that you or other members of your  
household have visited an exposure site, please follow the 

2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Wednesday 
11 August 
 

Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

Monday 
16 August 

Prep  Aquarium Excursion TBC 

Thursday 
19 August 

Winter Wonderland /Donut Day TBC 

Friday 
20 August 

Grade 5-6 Swim Survival Program  TBC 

Mon-Wed 
23-25 August 

Doxa 3-4 Malmsbury Camp  TBC 

Thursday 
16 September 

Parent and Teacher Interviews 
Students only attend school at the time of their 
interview. On-site or Zoom to be confirmed. 

98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074   Ph: 9465 4317     
  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au   Website: https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

health directions carefully and also notify me as soon as                  

possible as DET COVID protocols and confidential reporting 

processes must be followed under certain circumstances 
e.g. if a student or staff member has been in close contact 
with a positive case of COVID-19 and/or has visited a public 
exposure site. 
 

100 DAYS OF LEARNING CELEBRATION 

It was certainly an exciting day on Thursday for our Prep and 
Grade 1/2 students and their families as they celebrated 
their first 100 days of learning. Congratulations to all the 

students and our wonderful Prep and 1/2 Teams who put 

together a very special day. The students enjoyed making 

their 100 days headband, sharing a special ‘Maccas’ lunch 
and enjoying maths and literacy activities based around 100. 
Thank you to the parents and carers of our students who 

got into the spirit of our 100 Days of Learning, by dressing 

their children so wonderfully in their olden day clothes. It 
was quite funny watching 5 and 6 year old children imitating 

their Grandparents and hobbling around the school. Mrs 

Szeremeta, the teachers and I heard about lots of Nonna 

and Nonnu stories during the day. Enjoy the photos later in 
the newsletter. 
 

GAMES CLUB at THE HUB 

It’s no secret that Miss V and I love board games and card 

games that involve STRATEGY, mythical forest creatures, 
kingdoms, longest roads and camels. During Thursday’s 

lunch time this week, Miss V, Zeinab (from The Hub) and I, 

taught students from Grades 3-6 two of our favourite 

games: Settlers of Catan and Dragonwood. We look forward 
to expanding this group of students and learning new games 
as the term progresses. 
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R.E.S.P PARENT ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM  
Thomastown West is a RESP school. That is, we             

participate in the Refugee Education Support Program 
from CMY and Foundation House. From Week 6 (COVID 
restrictions permitting) we are holding fortnightly         
sessions in The Hub for a small group of parents and 

their children. We look forward to sharing more about 
our RESP Parent Engagement Program and have our  
fingers crossed that it will go ahead this term. 
 

ONLINE SAFETY 
Staff have noticed across the school that our students ICT 
skills have continued to develop and that they have     
become more comfortable and confident with using    

digital technologies and communicating via an online 

platform. 
 

When was the last time you checked your child’s online 
activities? Our students are chatting or talking  to each 

other online using a variety of apps. 
 

➢ Internet Safety Tips 

This increased confidence online, means that Internet 
safety of our students has never been more important. 
The reality is, our children are selecting to interact with 

online games such as Roblox, Fortnite (*Sigh*), Among 
Us, Discord etc or via WhatsApp or SnapChat etc, which 

allows them to chat and play online with people that 
they know. However, some children are also interacting 

with unfamiliar people, which can include adults. In    

other schools there have been instances where students 
have been exposed to inappropriate movie or game con-

tent which they then discuss at school with their  

peers – which is unacceptable. 
 

While some games have educational content, many of 
the most popular games emphasise negative themes and 

they can have elements which are inappropriate for    

primary aged children. 
 

Studies of children who have been exposed to violent 

video games for long periods of time have shown that 
they may become numb to violence, imitate the           

violence, or show more aggressive behaviours. 
 

Children and adolescents can become overly involved 
with videogames and they may have difficulty controlling 
the amount of time they spend playing online games 

each day. Spending excessive time playing these games 
can impact on the time that students spend with their 
family and friends and makes social situations difficult. 

The manner with which video games stimulate the brain, 

can also lead to poor sleep patterns which have a wider 
impact on student’s everyday lives, in particular  
educationally. 
➢ Tips for Parents 

There are many educational games that students can 

access at any age - however it is important that parents 
regulate their use - the use of a timer to limit the amount 
of screen time that students are exposed to, is one     

suggestion. 
Ensuring that if children are playing online - parents should 

know who the gamers are that their child is interacting with. 
It is always best to play against local friends - and not invite 
strangers into online games or virtual worlds. 
 

It is also vitally important that parents only allow video game 
playing or movie watching in the public areas of the home.   

No devices (xBox, Play Stations, iPads, tablets, devices or 

phones) should be accessed in a child’s bedroom without an 
adult present. This would ensure children are getting the  
necessary hours of sleep to ensure they are ready for school 

each and every day. 
 

Checking the age rating on the game, app, film or social      
network is a great guide as to whether they’re suitable for 
your child. The minimum age limit is 13 for several social    

networking sites and these should be adhered to. If parents 
want more help with this, they visit: 

https://sites.google.com/aetinet.org/lea-forest-primary-

academy/pupils/e-safety 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOL TRANSITION  
All Grade 6 children attending a government secondary 

school in 2022 received a letter this week informing them of a 
placement offer. Parents will receive enrolment information 

directly from the secondary school in the coming weeks.     
Parents and Carers not receiving a school of their choice are 
advised to contact that school and seek information regarding 

how to appeal the decision. 
 

TWPS SWIMMING PROGRAM  

Yesterday, Mrs Selma Raif and I were discussing the              
arrangement for the 2021 TWPS Swimming Program. Now 
that we have entered Lockdown 6.0, information will be sent 
home to our Grade 5/6 parents, once we have more                 

information from the Department of Education and TRAC. 

 
 

 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
In a previous newsletter, I wrote about the DET Parent      

Opinion Survey. It is an annual survey offered by the               

Department of Education and Training (DET) that is                      
conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents/

caregivers/guardians. It is designed to assist schools in gaining 
an understanding of families’ perceptions of school climate, 

student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of 
remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey 
results to help inform and direct future school planning and 
improvement strategies.  
 

Due to the LOCKDOWNS, the invitations have not been sent 
yet. Please keep an eye on your email inbox, your invitation 

should arrive early next week. 
 

Approximately 30 per cent of our parents will be invited to 

participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey 
are anonymous. The survey is conducted online and should 
only take 20 minutes to complete. 
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2022 Prep Enrolment NOW OPEN! 
Looking forward to 2022, we are keen to ensure that all 

of our current families have been able to enrol their 
children into Prep classes. As usual, we aim to keep 
these class sizes a as small as possible, in order to give 
children the best possible start to their education. 

Therefore it is  highly important for us to have an idea as 
to how many students may be enrolling at our school 
for next year. 
 

Whilst we are no longer able to undertake school tours 
in person due to current COVID19 restrictions, we have 

access to a wonderful online virtual tour  at   
https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/articles/24 
which highlights all of the key programs that our school 
provides our students. 
 

If you know of a neighbour or a relative who has a child 
that turns five before the 30th April 2022, please ask 

them to come to the Office to complete an enrolment 
form. 
 

Parents are asked to bring a Birth certificate or Visa for 
proof of age and an Immunisation History Statement 
from Medicare in order to enrol their child at our 

school. 
 

Early enrolment also ensures children are included in 

our Prep Transition Program. It is our hope that we can  
still go ahead with our Term 3 Prep Early Transition   
Sessions Program Dates: 

✓ Thursday 19th August 

✓ Thursday 26th August 

✓ Thursday 2nd September 

We look forward to meeting all of our new families     

enrolling at TWPS and making them a part of our          
community. 
 

THANK YOU 

Just a small note to express my genuine 
and enormous appreciation to the         

students, families and staff who spoilt 
me on my birthday last week. Cele-

brating my milestone birthday at 
Thomastown West is a memory I will 
cherish for a very long time. Thank you 

to Mrs Szeremeta and Mrs Sheean, for their hard work 

in leading, managing and supporting our students,       

families and staff while I was away on long service leave, 
in Queenscliff for a ‘long birthday weekend.’ 
 
 

Education is Powerful,  
Student Voice and Agency Matters, 
Teachers Make a  Difference whether online  or on-site 
&  Every Day of  Remote Learning Counts!  

 

Sandi Young 
Principal 

Principals Day  2022  
On a day of acknowledgement and celebration of our 
school leaders, we ask that you take a moment today to 
seek refuge from the demands of the role and reflect 
upon and celebrate your immense commitment and 
noteworthy achievements. 

The system is stronger and better due to your relentless 
pursuit of excellence and high level of engagement 
which extends above and beyond.  Your exemplary  
leadership of school communities at times of need and 
distress is simply exceptional and many have marvelled 
at your strength, unwavering passion and resolve during 
these times. 

On behalf of the staff and students  we extend our  
sincere congratulations and stand in admiration of all 
your dedication and contributions. 

 













Stars of the Week 
Term 3 - Week 4 

Jenna 2 For trying her best when reading and achieving her goals!  

Zarah 3 For always trying her best and reading her level sentences smoothly.  

Ridha 5 
For facing and overcoming challenges in his learning, and demonstrating great growth in his Reading and 

Writing.  

Liam 6 For trying really hard to stay focused on his learning activities.  

Aj 19 For being super brave and doing his best during reading and PE.  

Blake  20 For settling into his new school and always contributing to class discussion.  

Victoria 9 For always starting the day with a smile on her face  and a positive attitude.  

Hussain 10 For striving to be your best in Maths to improve your learning.  

Marsela 11 For settling well into her new school and for always having a positive attitude.  

Leo  15 For showing a more positive attitude towards his learning and  his excellent effort in writing this week.  

Raymond  17 For demonstrating improved effort in all areas and always striving to do his best with all his learning.  

Lucas  18 For demonstrating improved effort in all areas and always striving to do his best with all his learning.  

Waverly   PE: For her perseverance and determination to complete the circuit training course.  

Steve L 

Kabir G 
 

Music: For demonstrating willingness and perseverance to learn new skills and a new musical piece  
during Percussion Group.  



 

Congratulations to  

Room 19 

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  DOJO POINTS  this 

week with  490 Dojo points. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Term 3 

Week 4 

Prep 
Ayden  

8 Dojos 

Grade 
1/2 

Dimitrios 

39 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Abdullah G 

8 Dojos 

Grade 
5/6 

Tye 

42 Dojos  

Top  
earner 

across the  
school! 

Tye 

42 Dojos 



P -2  





As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report                   

attendance in percentages. The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory 
attendance for a school student.  

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share 
this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your 

child is not in school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important 

parts of their education.  

Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will 

achieve better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

 
✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:  









With Mrs Young, Miss V  and Zianeb 




