
Monday 
14 June 

Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school 

Tuesday 
15 June 

Curriculum Day 
Staff planning day for Term 3 
Students do not attend school 

Tuesday 
22 June 

School Council 6:30pm Zoom 

Friday 
25 June 

Last day of Term 2  
Students dismissed at 1.15pm 

Monday 
19 June 

First Day of Term  2 

No. 16  11th June  2021 

From the Principal 
Back to “Covid Normal!”  
Mrs Szeremeta and I are quite pleased (and relieved) that all 

students and staff returned to school today! I would like to 
thank Parents and Carers for your hard work and               

persistence throughout this extended circuit breaker        
lockdown. We can see that you have all done your best to 

maximise student learning, show empathy for each other 
and most importantly be resilient. Your efforts have been 

greatly  appreciated! 
 

Congratulations to our students who have again  
successfully participated in remote learning. I found this 
thought provoking  passage online, about children and the 
pandemic: 
 

‘Shout Out to the Kids 
Everyone is applauding everyone but our children. 
These little heroes have stayed indoors more than they’ve 
ever known in their lives. 
There whole worlds have literally been turned upside down. 
All these rules they’ve never known. 
A life they couldn’t have imagined. 
All the things they love like sports, being with friends, going 
to school, or just being kids have all been taken away from 
them. 
Adults talking about others becoming unwell, news reporting 
death after death. 
Our poor children’s minds must be racing. 
Every day they get caught up and carry on despite all that’s 
going on. 
So here’s to our little heroes: today, tomorrow, forever.’   

2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 

98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074   Ph: 9465 4317     
  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au   Website: https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

 

I would also like to acknowledge the tremendous efforts 
of the TWPS staff during remote learning. Whether  
off-site or on-site, staff faced a variety of challenges and                  
consistently worked beyond the regular school hours to 
ensure TWPS students were supported and learning.  
 

Remote learning is not our preferred method of teaching 
or assessing. It is our strong belief that students learn best 
via face to face teaching, surrounded by their friends. 

There is so much more to teaching and learning than the 

lessons themselves. Building relationships and school    
communities matters and this has been tested enormously 

throughout 2020 and during the two lockdowns we have 

experienced this year. Over the coming days, we will       
support your children in their return to on-site learning.   
 

 

Our goal is to make sure every day of learning counts as 
we plan for a strong finish to Term 2. The best way to help 

us help your children is to ensure they attend school every 
day, maintain their routines and that they are getting a 
good night’s sleep and eating a good breakfast each day.  
 
 

 

Covid Safe 

Schools still have some restrictions in place (sent out via 

Compass yesterday) that impact on families and they are 
important for you to understand in relation to the school. 

We know it is tricky to navigate the many changes.  
➢ Face masks must be worn inside and outside  

➢ Essential visitors only should be on-site  

If you must come on-site you are required to sign in with 

the QR code which you will find at the entry gate.  
 

Thank you for your support we endeavor to remain Covid 
Safe and comply with the current DET regulations.  
 
 
 

Wellbeing Updates  
Please access advice, tips and resources available for       

parents and carers to support their child’s mental and 

physical health and wellbeing using the following link: 
https:// www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/

health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-healthand-

wellbeing-resources.pdf   
 

‘Don’t Let Yesterday Take Up Too Much Of Today.’            Will Rogers 
 

Enjoy your long weekend! See you Wednesday. 
 

Sandi Young  
Principal     

Reporting Update - CHANGE OF DATE! 
Semester One Student Reports will now be published in Term 3 Week 1 onto Compass.  
Parents and Carers will be able to access reports from Compass on Wednesday 14th July. Interpreters will be available 

at school to translate the reports for Parents and  Carers on Thursday 15th July and Friday 16th July 2021.   

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/health/mentalhealth/quick-guide-to-student-mental-health-and-wellbeing-resources.pdf








Hello everyone! 

I hope you have all emerged from remote learning safe 

and well. 

As always, please remember the Wellbeing team are 

here to help in any way that we can. 

Don’t hesitate to contact us if you feel your child requires  

extra support. 

This week’s article is about parenting style. 

Kids can become anxious if their parents do not have a  

consistent parenting style- or “parent storyline”.  

For example, you may be strict, while your partner has a 

more relaxed parenting style. 

Some minor differences in parenting are of course,  

natural! They are a sign of independent thinking and can 

provide a sense of balance to family life. 

Differences can be stressful 

Significantly different approaches can cause discomfort, 

stress and anxiety to one or both parents. 

In some cases, the differences can lead to inconsistent 

parenting where there is no agreement on rules and 

standards of behaviour. It’s like driving a car when there 

are two sets of road rules. There’d be accidents in the first 

five minutes! 

Similarly, there can be chaos in a family when there’s 

more than one set of rules. The rules and boundaries the 

govern children’s behaviour and family life need to be 

agreed upon. 

Parents who work together need to know when to  

compromise, when to keep out of the way and when to 

present a united front. Knowing when to take each  

approach takes practice and depends on the issues at 

hand, your parenting styles and your individual values. 

Creating the same storyline 

Agreeing to the same parenting storyline as your partner 

takes work. It can be done whether you and your partner 

live together or not. 

 

 

 

 

Here are some ideas to help! 

➢ Keep your partner  Informed 

It helps if the primary parent can keep their  

partners informed about what’s going on in  

children’s lives. These can include updates 

about behaviour, educational achievements and 

their general well-being. 

➢ Defer to your partner 

Kids have a habit of putting their parents on the 

spot, particularly with issues such as going out 

or buying the latest videogame. Rather than 

responding to children’s requests yourself, get 

into the habit of deferring to your partner. It 

helps you work as a united front. 

➢ Share insights with your partner into your own 

childhood and family 

These types of conversations can lead to a 

deeper level of understanding and often reveal 

why you both feel strongly about different par-

enting matters. 

➢ Divide areas of responsibility 

Don’t keep all the responsibilities to yourself. 

Bring your partner into the loop and give them a 

share of the parenting jobs. 

➢ Communicate concerns to your partner about  

differences 

Avoid disagreeing openly in front of the  

children. Find a time later to air any concerns 

you may have and generate alternate strategies 

or ideas for your partner to try. 

 

Have a great weekend! 

Michael Palfrey 

Student Wellbeing 



Stars of the Week 

Kaiden 2 
For striving to be his best during remote learning, working hard to complete his 
work and beyond! 

Thayla 
3 
 

For showing resilience by connecting to Zoom everyday and completing the             
activities to the best of her ability.  

Cassie  5 
For striving to be her best in all aspects of her remote learning, and always actively 

contributing to our class zoom sessions each morning.  

Moayad 6 For being very resilient while completing the SSP colour level testing over ZOOM.  

Dimitrios  19 
For being so cheerful on Zoom every day and uploading some fabulous work onto 

Portfolio in Class Dojo.  

Sam 
 

Kreon 

20 
 

For striving to be their best and uploading some fabulous work onto Portfolio in 
Class Dojo. 

Feruzana 9 
For joining all zoom meetings with enthusiasm and submitting all her work via 

Google Classrooms!  

Viva 
Fatima 

10 
Striving to be her best in reading and moving 3 levels. 
Striving to be her best in reading and moving 5 levels. 

Mustafa  11 For the fabulous effort he put into completing tasks set during remote learning.  

Bell 12 

Being an amazing and enthusiastic class member throughout lockdown. You 

smashed every goal and never failed to make everyone smile. Massive  
congratulations. 

Dawood 
15 

 

For showing and striving to be his best this week and doing an excellent job in his 

reading test.  

Hudson  17 
For responding to feedback and working hard to submit his best work during  

remote learning.  

Alexander G  18  For striving to be his best and actively engaging online and completing all tasks.  

Sarah (15) 

Chloe (20) 

Art  For creating outstanding artworks during Remote Learning.  You can be very proud 
of your achievements! 

Adem A  Music  For trying his best and doing a great job for music during remote learning.  

Alan  PE For all the great videos he submitted during remote learning.  

Kaiden  Auslan  For doing an awesome job of your Auslan tasks during remote learning.  

Term 2 - Week 8 



From  



Need to talk? 
At Thomastown West Primary 

School you can talk to: 
 

✓Teachers              ✓ Specialist Teachers 

✓Teacher Aides     ✓Office staff         

✓Mr Palfrey           ✓Miss Vardis        

✓Mrs Szeremeta  ✓ Mrs Young 

If you need support:  

CALL TWPS on  9465 4317  

or email 

thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Programs will resume as of Wednesday next week 

GENERAL  

INFORMATION 

2021  

Essential Resources  

Book Packs  
Thank you to the families who have paid for their 

Essential Resources Book Packs this year. There are a 
number of families who have not paid for any         

supplies for their child/children as yet. If you have 

any financial difficulties or require more time or     

assistance, please make a time to speak to me. We 
are happy to assist families where possible so your 

child does not miss out.  

Breakfast Club 
All the students have been so polite and helpful 

at breakfast club, thank you! 

Just a reminder that the breakfast club runs from 

8.00am to 8.30am and is located at the Multi 

Purpose Room. There is toast, cereal, fruit and 

Milo  available. 

Please note students are required to stay in the 

room until Mrs Young arrives on Yard Duty at 

8.30am. 









Thomastown/ Lalor, Local information and staying 
connected to your community 

   ********************************************************************************* 

General News and Programs 
Free Food Pantry 
Thomastown Neighbourhood House Free Food Pantry will be operating Mon- Fri 9am- 9pm and Satur-
days 9am- 5pm.  It is located in the foyer of the Thomastown Library and is accessible thanks to the Li-
brary’s ‘Click and Collect’ service - which is continuing its operation during lockdown. 

 

Food Relief Friday  
Thomastown Neighbourhood House (TNH) will also be setting up a table in front of the Thomastown  
Library on Fridays in June from 11am- 1pm and loading it with fresh fruit and veggies from Mercato 
IGA  High St, Thomastown.   

 

DPV Health Online Community Forum 
This forum is an opportunity for the local community to hear about the services offered by their  
community health service, discuss priorities for next year and provide community input and support to 
improve the health and wellbeing of your community.  

 
When : 1pm Wednesday 16 June 2021 

Registrations and further information: please see the attached DPV Health Online Community Forum 16 
June 2021 

 

Get Active Kids Voucher Program 
The State Government are currently offering the Get Active Kids Voucher Program to eligible families to 
helps get their kids involved in organised sport and recreation activities by reimbursing the cost of  
membership and registration fees, uniforms and equipment. Eligible children may be able to receive up to 
$200 each. Apply before 9 July 2021. 

More information: www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/ 

 

Childs Road Upgrade 
In early June, works will begin to build a new bridge over Darebin Creek as part of the Childs Road 
Upgrade. 

To support construction of the new bridge, a worksite will be located on the Darebin Creek Trail, south of 
the bridge.  

Darebin Creek walking and cycling path will be temporarily closed from 27 May until late 2022. 

During this time, access to the walking and cycling path will be via Hawkes Drive and Moneghetti Way. 
Please follow detour signage in place.  
Visit: https://roadprojects.vic.gov.au/projects/childs-road-upgrade 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.getactive.vic.gov.au%2Fvouchers%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSakina.ElZoobi%40education.vic.gov.au%7C65860c9c6e4e486f0aa108d92702c530%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637583715154852794%7CU
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Froadprojects.vic.gov.au%2Fprojects%2Fchilds-road-upgrade&data=04%7C01%7CSakina.ElZoobi%40education.vic.gov.au%7C65860c9c6e4e486f0aa108d92702c530%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637








City of Whittlesea Emergency  Relief Calendar 




