
National Sorry Day  
National Sorry Day was held 
on May 26th in Australia. Our 
original plan for the whole 
school assembly that was     

scheduled for today, was for 
our Koorie Club      students 
to present an item about Na-

tional Sorry Day. Mrs Jones 

has videoed the children completing this            presentation 
and we will upload it online via Class Dojo and the TWPS 
Website in due course. 

National Sorry Day reminds us to remember the                

mistreatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander       
people. During the 20th century, Indigenous children were 
forcibly removed from their families to be “assimilated” into 

white Australian culture. They are known as the “Stolen 
Generations.” It took several Australian government           
administrations coming and going before an apology was 
officially offered to the Indigenous Australians, but it finally 

was made official, and actions are still being undertaken to 
this day to repair the damage caused by tearing native    
families apart. National Sorry Day is a day to acknowledge 
the strength of Stolen Generations Survivors and reflect on 

how Australians can all play a part in the healing process for 

the people and nation. While this date carries great            
significance for the Stolen Generations and other Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples, it is also commemorated 

by Australians right around the country.  

 

National Reconciliation Week 2021: 27 May - 3 June  
Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021 is ‘More than a 
word. Reconciliation takes action.’ Reconciliation is a      

journey for all Australians – as individuals, families,                    

communities, organisations and importantly as a nation. At 
the heart of this journey are relationships between the 

broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.  

 
 

We all have a role to play when 
it comes to reconciliation, and 
in playing our part we                    

collectively build relationships 
and communities that value 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, histories,             

cultures and futures.  

 

Thursday 
3 June 

Excursion to CERES: Gr 1/2: CANCELLED 

Monday 
7 June 

‘Monday Muster’  CANCELLED 

Monday 
14 June 

Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school 

Tuesday 
15 June 

Curriculum Day 
Students do not attend school 

No. 14  28th May   2021 

From the  Principal 
We find ourselves in another circuit breaker lockdown with        

restrictions for Victoria to swiftly address the recent      
COVID-19 outbreak. Today, our teachers utilised the        
state-wide Curriculum Day to plan for next week’s Remote 
Learning, which will begin on Monday 31 May.  Yesterday 

afternoon, TWPS sent home hard copy learning packs with 
the Junior school students. Parents of students in Grades 
Prep, 1 and 2, can utilise Class Dojo or email to contact their 
child’s teacher. The grades 3-6 students will access their 

learning next week, via Google Classrooms. 
 

As with other remote learning periods, our school will      

provide on-site supervision for students in the following 
categories: 
 

• Children where both parents and/or carers are authorised     
workers who cannot work from home, work for an essential       

provider and where no other supervision arrangements can 

be made: 

- Where there are two parents/carers, both must be            

authorised workers, working outside the home in order for 

their children to be eligible for on-site provision. 
- For single parents/ carers, the authorised worker must be 
working outside the home in order for their children to be 
eligible for on-site provision. 

 

•Children experiencing vulnerability, including: 
- Children in out-of-home care 
- Children deemed vulnerable by a government agency, 
funded family or family violence service, and is assessed as 

requiring  education and care outside the family home 
- children identified by a school or early childhood  service 
as vulnerable, including via referral from a government 

agency, or funded family or family violence service, home-

less or youth justice service or mental health or other 
health service. 

 

If your child requires on-site supervision,  

please contact 94654317 or  
thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

 

2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 

98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074   Ph: 9465 4317     
  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au   Website: https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/ 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Professional Practice Days 
Before the lockdown started, our teachers had begun to 
utilise their Professional Practice Day for Term 2. Each 
teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per 
year) release from their scheduled duties, including teach-

ing, to focus on the improved delivery of high quality 
teaching and learning. This week, teachers have been vis-
iting schools,  or while at TWPS completing reading as-

sessments with the children and moderating work sam-
ples with each other. On Monday, Findon Primary School 
very kindly welcomed Mrs Nejkoski and Mrs Davies to 
observe their Professional Learning Communities. Mrs 

Rocca and Miss Ibrahim attended Mill Park Primary School 
to learn more about their reading program.  

Sincere thanks to the Principals, Assistant Principals and 
Instructional leaders  at Findon PS and Mill Park PS! 

Sharing best practice is such valuable professional                

learning for our teachers and schools!!  

 

Reminders for Monday 
➢ Remote Learning begins on Monday 31st May.  

• Grades P-2 students information will be sent via 
Class Dojo. 

• Grades 3-6 students information will be sent via 
Google Classrooms. You have a ZOOM session 

Monday morning! 
➢ If you have notified the school and your children are 

eligible to attend TWOS on-site please remember to 
bring your device back to school. 

 
Stay positive. Stay Safe. 
 
Sandi Young 

Principal 
 

P.S Thank you to Mrs Skender and room 6 for sharing 

their superb Autumn writing  work with us! 

 

Student Support Group Meetings 
Due to the Circuit-breaker lockdown we are pressing the 
pause button on our SSG’s (Student Support Group 
Meetings). More information will be sent home next week. 
 

Education Week – 23 – 29 May 2021  
Due to the outbreak of COVID cases near our community 
we will need to postpone our Grades 3-6 Open Morning  to 

celebrate Education Week for the time being. We will notify 
families when this will be rescheduled. Thank you to our 
families who attended the Prep –2 Education Week        
Opening Morning on Monday. Lucky we were able to 

squeeze you in before the lockdown! 
 

Student Leadership Conference 
What a privilege it was to be able to take our student      

leaders  into the Melbourne Convention Centre on Tuesday 
for the GRIP Leadership Conference. I have been told that 

the students  were such respectful and engaged participants 
throughout the entire program. The students participated in 

reflective activities about what it takes to demonstrate 
leadership. They learnt that they have three main                     
responsibilities as a student leader  

✓ Follow through on promises  

✓ Do what is right  
✓ Put others first  
 

A big thank you also to Mrs Rocca, Miss Ibrahim and Mr 
Benatmane who also attended on the day to support the 

event.  
 

Online Safety: YouTube reminder 
PARENTS and CARERS please make sure that if your child 
works on YouTube that they are properly supervised to    
ensure their safety on digital devices.  

Teachers may suggest YouTube clips but the school has no 
control over the advertising and other content that may be 
seen on the YouTube in the advertisements.  

Supervision of children on the Internet  

is  always  necessary. 

Need to talk? 
At Thomastown West Primary 

School you can talk to: 
 

✓Teachers              ✓ Specialist Teachers 

✓Teacher Aides     ✓Office staff         

✓Mr Palfrey           ✓Miss Vardis        

✓Mrs Szeremeta  ✓ Mrs Young 

If you need support:  

CALL TWPS on 9465 4317  

or email 

thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au 







REMOTE   LEARNING 

     It is not compulsory to wear   
  school uniform during remote 
learning. It may even help with the 
routine! BUT please, 

 NO pajamas! 



From  







Hi everyone! 

Well here we are again, back to remote learning! 

If you would like your child to have a phone 

check in next week with a well-being staff 

member, please contact the school. 

Remember, we are here to support you! 

This week’s article will discuss giving feedback to your child in 

order for them to improve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    It can be tempting to allow children to continue to  

behave badly or to perform chores, homework or sports prac-

tice poorly when they argue or resist feedback. Parents need 

to be part coach, teacher and counsellor so that kids learn 

how to behave well, develop healthy attitudes to learning and 

know how to get the best out of themselves. Feedback is one 

of the most effective tools we have to achieve this. Give it 

poorly and it will at best be ignored and at worst, rupture    

relationships and  damage self-worth. If you provide feedback 

effectively, you’ll see improvement in behaviour, attitudes and 

learning. 

Here’s how to deliver feedback to make 

sure it sticks. 

Make it specific 

It’s absolutely essential to give feedback about one  

behaviour, skill or attitude at a time, if you want  

improvement. “Thomas, if you make eye contact with your 

brother when you talk to him, he’s more likely to listen to you. 

The feedback needs to be specific rather                                            

generalised so that a child or teen knows exactly how to do 

better. It also needs to be delivered in a   

non-judgemental way. 

Ensure it’s descriptive 

“That’s not the way to behave inside” doesn’t help much. 

“Use your quiet voice when you play inside the house” cues a 

child into how to  behave. Use phrases and  terms that 

have real meaning  for kids, rather than vague, non -  

descriptive language such as ’be a good girl’, so  kids  not 

 

only know what’s expected but they understand how to 

meet your  expectations .    

It’s got to be timely 

Providing feedback to a toddler half an hour after they’ve 

thrown a tantrum in public will ensure there’s no impact. 

On the other hand, providing behavioural feedback when a 

teenager is angry will ensure one thing – you’ll have an  

argument on your hands. Feedback needs to be fairly  

immediate for young children and if possible, provided  

before an event or activity. “When you set the table put the 

fork on this side and the knife on the other.” Choose the 

time and place to provide feedback to older children,  

remembering that angry tweens and teens generally don’t 

listen. 

Give from a place of calm 

Angry parents generally deliver feedback poorly to kids.  

Regardless of how well you choose your words and how 

accurate your feedback may be, feedback delivered angrily 

will prompt the flight/fight response from a child or young 

person. They will ignore you or start an argument, but they 

won’t take your message on board when you’re mad at 

them. 

Give sparingly 

When children require approval for every scribble,  

homework problem and picture they draw, it’s probably 

because they have always been offered feedback on every 

scribble, homework problem and picture they draw. It’s 

vital that children develop their own internal sense of  

validation and honest self-assessment, because as they 

grow up and face hardship, they need to be able to look to 

themselves for strength and approval. If they can’t, they 

will be much more vulnerable to superficial external  

approval that comes their way in the form of peer pressure, 

bullying and the usual social jostling. As you wean them off 

of your feedback, turn their “Mummy, is this picture good?” 

or “Dad, did I do a good job?” back on them, and ask them 

how they feel about their work. 

Feedback is a wonderful parenting tool that requires  

attention to detail, sensitivity and a willingness to respect 

the dignity of the child or young person who is receiving it. 

It’s also most effective when given sparingly, rather than 

like a nervous tic, which keeps kids anchored to you for 

approval. 

 

 

 

Mike Palfrey 

Student Wellbeing 



3/4 Werribee Zoo Excursion 
What a wonderful excursion Werribee Zoo was yesterday. The weather was kind to us and we were so fortunate to have been 

able to squeeze this unique and memorable experience in before ‘lock down’.  

One of the many things we did, was to follow African River Trail, where we saw some of the wild and wonderful animals in 

their enclosures. The giant gorillas were munching on some fruit and leaves, while the large grey mother and daughter hippos, 

seemed quite happy sleeping. The large cats seemed like they were watching us through the glass and came up so close. We 

were fortunate to watch a zoo keeper talk about the sleek and very beautiful cheetah and they demonstrated how they  

interact with them. Did you know a cheetah’s stride can be up to 8 metres long?  

The highlight, of course was the Safari Bus Tour. We travelled through the Werribee Zoo savannah and came very close to 

some curious giraffes, the southern white rhino and the Scimitar-horned Oryx which is extinct in the wild. There were also  

other animals the children got to see throughout the ride.   

Another highlight of the day was our educational class with the zoo keeper. We learned some interesting facts on the emu and 

some of the threats to Australian animal wildlife.  

It was  definitely a day the children will remember and talk about for a long time! 



Stars of the Week 

Isaiah  2 For practising and doing fantastic with the SSP green level sounds  

Ali-Reza  
3 
 

For using his sound knowledge together with his lines and numbers to write a  sentence.  

Mya  5 For taking initiative in the classroom and helping out her peers with their work. Mya showed 

Jana 6 For trying to use her sound knowledge when writing. 

Yosra 19 
For taking responsibility for all aspects of her school life, especially her homework and her    
belongings  

Diana  
20 

 
Diana for being a responsible learner and showing great leadership in the classroom and as an 
SRC member.  

Baraa 9 For showing improvement in his reading and moving up 2 levels. Well done!  

Liam  10 Striving to be his best in reading and moving 6 levels. Well done. Keep reading daily.  

D’Lae  11 Congratulations on moving 5 levels in Reading! Keep practising!  

Bella 12 
Always striving to be her best and bringing a positive energy into the room everyday. You have 
achieved so much this year since joining TWPS and should be proud!  

Masoud  
15 

 
For having a positive attitude towards his learning and always having a go. Especially during 
writing this week, Masoud worked independently and showed an eagerness to learn and take 

Dayzie  17 
For having a positive attitude and showing a greater commitment to her learning. You should 
be so proud of your achievements this week!  

Desmond   PE: For his outstanding efforts during his yoga class.  

Alexander  Rm  6 AUSLAN: For having a positive attitude during Auslan and always striving to be his best  

Dayzie  Music: Outstanding efforts in Music this week through singing and on the guitar.  

Term 2 - Week 6 



Term 2 Week 6  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week. The shaded boxes  
below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 85% 93% Room 9 92% 90% 

Room 3 82% 92% Room 10 95% 90% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 91% 95% 

Room 5 93% 79% Room 12 85% 94% 

Room  6 81% 89% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 80% 87% Room 15 94% 85% 

Room 20 88% 83% Room 17 91% 89% 

      Room 18 91% 91% 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to all of the students 

who have  

attended school every day! 
 

Congratulations 
The class that had the        

BEST ATTENDANCE     
was Room 11 

Arrive on Time at Quarter to Nine! 



GRIP Leadership Conference 
 

On the 25th of May our school leaders attended the Grip Leadership Conference at the  
Exhibition Centre. This event is for primary aged student leaders and is designed to help 
build their knowledge and understanding of leadership.  The students participated in a 
variety of engaging activities and interacted with other student leaders from around  
Victoria. The students really enjoyed participating in all the activities and have come away 
with lots of ideas to implement within  our school. 

 

 



Room 18 presents…….. 
The grade 5/6’s have been learning about Protecting Our Planet. Room 18  

students wanted to share their learning and take action by creating some  

advertisement posters. They also wanted people to understand about the state 

of our oceans by writing a descriptive paragraph. Here are some of our work.   
 



Whittlesea and Woodlands District 

Cross Country  
 

Congratulations to Mary and Asmaa who represented the school at the 
Whittlesea and Woodlands District Cross Country event. Both girls did an 
amazing job. Well done to Mary who placed 10th and qualified for the  
Northern Metropolitan Regional finals on the 23rd of June. An  
outstanding effort. 



OUR  

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Uniform Shop Opening Times for 2021 

 

Term 2 

Term 3 










