
2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 

98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074   Ph: 9465 4317     
  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au   Website: https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/ 

Mon-Fri 
17-26 May 

Student Support Group Meetings 

Tuesday  
18th May 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  6:30pm 

Monday 
24 May 
9am – 10am 

EDUCATION WEEK OPEN MORNING  
Grades P-2: 
You are invited into your child’s classroom  
to join in with class activities. 

Wednesday 
26 May 
9am – 10am 

EDUCATION WEEK OPEN MORNING  
Grades 3-6: 
You are invited into your child’s classroom  
to join in with class activities. 

Thursday 
27 May 

Excursion to Werribee Open Range Zoo:  
Grade  3/4 

Friday 
28 May 

Excursion to Aquarium: Preps 
Whole School Assembly 2:30pm 

Thursday 
3 June 

Excursion to CERES: Gr 1/2 

Monday 
7 June 
3:15 – 4:15pm 

‘Monday Muster’ You are invited into your 
child’s classroom and your child will share 
their learning with you. Specialist rooms will 
also be open. 

Friday 
11 June 

Whole School Assembly 2:30pm 

Monday 
14 June 

Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school 

Tuesday 
15 June 

Curriculum Day**NEW DATE** 
Students do not attend school 15/6/21 
Students attend school on Wed 16/ 6 
Thurs 17/6/21 

Tuesday  
22 June 

Semester One Student Reports  
available online via Compass 

Wed/Thurs 
23/24 June 

Interpreters available at school, to help  
families read and understand their  
Semester One  Student  Report 

Friday 
25 June 

Last Day Term 1 
Whole School Assembly 12:15pm 
School finishes at 1:15pm 

No. 12  14th May   2021 

From the  Principal 
Congratulations to our Year 3 and year 5 students! This 

week our Year 3 and our Year 5 students sat their Naplan 
assessments.  Thank you also to our dedicated staff for 
providing students with solid learning experiences and 
demonstrating a committed and caring approach to quality 

teaching and learning.  
 

Naplan has been a hot topic in the media lately with strong 

arguments from both those in  favour and those against 
the assessments.  The view of the school is quite simple – 
it’s part of what we have to do so we embrace it, promote 
a positive mindset towards it and use the information it 

provides to our best ability. 
  

The biggest frustration for schools with Naplan was the 
length of time between students sitting the assessments 
and the school receiving the results.  This has been partly 
fixed recently with the results released more promptly and 

now with all schools moving to the online format as of 
2022, this should improve further. 
  

Naplan does provide the school with valuable information 
about individual students and groups of students, for  
example, we compare the students who perform above 

the expected level in an assessment with our own  
judgement of how they are performing at school. If Naplan 

shows that our above level students are not above in the 
assessments it means we need to look at the program 

these students are on.  Due to our size, the whole school 
analysis Naplan provides is limited, however we do get  
valuable whole school information on how all students   

perform with each question. This can re-enforce areas we 
are covering well and if there are any gaps in our program. 
  

Some students simply do not enjoy a ‘test’ environment 
and this is why we put a lot of energy into  preparation.  It 
could be familiarising the students with the type of  

questions that are asked or it could be helping   develop a 

mindset that removes pressure a student might be feeling 
towards the tests – either way, we have found working on 
these aspects is the most effective Naplan preparation. 
  

Dental visit 
You may have seen the television advertisements recently 
promoting the Victorian government’s new initiative, Smile 

Squad. In the 2019 State Budget, the government pledged 
to fund the Smile Squad program, providing free dental 

Did you know  May is Brain Cancer Awareness month? 
This May one of our Prep Parents will be shaving her head 

to raise much needed funds for The Cure Brain Cancer       
Foundation! If you would like to donate and help find a 
cure, use the link below: 
https://curebraincancer.org.au/fundraising/emilys-head-shave-35 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcurebraincancer.org.au%2Ffundraising%2Femilys-head-shave-35&data=04%7C01%7Csandi.young%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3705199158db42ceb45608d90b9b3f76%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637


care to all primary, secondary and special school stu-
dents enrolled in public schools across Victoria. This will      

include free examinations and any follow up treatment 
that may be necessary, completely free of charge. 
 

 

Once we have confirmed details, you will be notified on 
how this wonderful program will proceed. 
 

Education Week – 23 – 29 May 2021  
Education Week 2021 will run from 23-29 May and the 

theme is 'Building Connections'. The theme celebrates 
the connections between schools and local                  
communities and strengthens bonds with families and 
carers. Our school will open to current families on  

Monday 24 May grades P-2  and Wednesday 26 May  
grades 3-4. Our classrooms will be open for you to visit 
and see how our students learn each day. We welcome 
all to see our awesome students and amazing teacher 

work together in our learning teams. Education Week is 

an  
opportunity for our school to showcase how we are 
building connections with the community around us.  
 

Respect in Schools  
You may have noticed in the press the state wide      
concern for certain behaviours from parents and carers 
towards teachers and other school staff. We               
congratulate the government on this stance and making 

it clear that threatening and violent behaviour            
toward school leaders and staff is unacceptable in any 
way. This legislation will provide greater powers for 
principals to enforce appropriate behaviours and          

expectations with parents, carers or other adults who 
are threatening or violent toward staff, either on school 
property or otherwise. This Bill also supports principals 

in managing and addressing the inappropriate use of 
social media by parents, carers and other adults         

toward staff. 
 

Our schools are inherently safe and positive                           
environments for the majority of the time and we      

continue to build and maintain positive relationships 

with our parent community at all times. On the           
occasions that this breaks down it can be extremely 

stressful for all involved. Please refer to page 3 and  

review our TWPS Parent Code of Conduct. 
 

Staff Car Park 
A reminder to parents that the staff car park is for staff 
member vehicles only. Whilst the convenience of  

parking in close proximity to the school’s buildings is 

very appealing (particularly during the colder months), 
this is far outweighed by the risk of injury to students 
and other members of the school community. We  

appreciate your co-operation on this matter.  
 

School Uniform 
Thank you and well done to all of the students who 

wore full school uniform this week! 

Wearing the compulsory school uniform, fosters pride in 
the school and unifies students from various                       

backgrounds into a more cohesive school community. It 

also encourages children to live our school values,                 
identify with the school and helps to break down                    

discrimination by removing peer pressure to conform to 

passing fashion trends. 
During the colder months, students are permitted to wear 
rain/winter jackets over the TWPS school uniform jumper 

or jacket. Please encourage your child to avoid black         

jumpers under our polo shirt or black pants. Black is not 
one of our school colours.  
 
 

If possible, we would prefer that these winter jackets and 
beanies were school colours: red, navy blue or white… but 
we understand this is not always possible. 
 
 

If you need to purchase uniform supplies, our School            
Uniform shop is located at Thomastown Secondary                  

College and is open for sales every  second Tuesday  
afternoon in Term 2 between 2.00pm and 4.00pm.  

Remember, our  uniform supplier is Beleza.   
 

Reminder to families to ensure you have written your 
child's name on all items of uniform, especially jackets, 

jumpers and hats!  
 

Arrival Times 
The colder weather may be here to stay, and we are not 
officially in winter yet... Please have your child/ children 

arrive after 8.30am so they are supervised and if the 
weather is bad they are taken inside the classrooms. It is 
great that our students love to be at school with friends 

etc. but we all do not want them wet and cold before 

school starts. The TWPS Breakfast Club is a great option 
for the students who arrive between 8am and 8:30am.  
 

School Council 
Our 2020 Annual Report to the School Community was 
tabled at our previous School Council meeting and         

uploaded to the website: 
https://www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au/page/101 

 

2022 Prep Enrolments 
We are currently enrolling Prep students for 2022. GREAT 
NEWS! Our NEW transition sessions ‘Pre-Prep Program’ 

will commence in Term 3 at TWPS. Our new transition Pre 

Prep Program is a fabulous addition to our traditional 
Term 4 Kinder to Prep transition sessions and parent      

information sessions.  DO NOT MISS OUT! If you are a    

parent at our school and have a younger     sibling to enroll 
for next year, book a tour or  download an enrolment 
form from the website and return it to the school.   
 

Education is Powerful,  Agency empowers students,  

Parent engagement matters, Teachers Make a  Difference,  
&  Every Day of  Learning Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 

Principal 
 



From  



 

 



Stars of the Week 

Joyce  2  For striving to be her best and showing great motivation to learn.  

Ayden  3 Resilience and not giving up when trying to write his name and the numbers to 10.  

Saim 5 For remaining focused in each lesson, putting a lot of effort into his learning, and completing 
each task efficiently.  

Alex 6 Being a SSP superstar completing purple  level and beginning yellow level.  

Olivia 20 
 

For being a respectful and responsible student who is always ready to learn with a positive 
attitude.  

Destiny  9 
For having an open mind towards her learning. She is always willing to have a go with all tasks.  

Fatima  10 For striving to be your best in reading. You followed the steps and remembered what to do to 
help you find the answers to the comprehension questions. What a superstar you were  

Waverly 11 For her  responsible approach to her learning and always striving to  do her best.  

Whole class 12 All the year 3’striving to be their best and attacking Naplan with an ‘I can do it’ attitude! I’m 
proud of you all. Thanks to the yr4’s, who supported the yr3’s all week and lived by the values. 
Top notch mindset!  

Bissan 15 For her amazing effort and resilience during Naplan. Bissan came to school with a positive  
attitude ready to try her best!  

Musa 17 For being focused and working hard on all set tasks.  

Kowsar  18 For always striving to be her best by living the school values  and being an excellent role model 
for her peers.  

Fatima Rm 20   
PE: For her amazing dance moves during her PE class . 

Leslie Rm 5  AUSLAN:  For striving to be his best and displaying a positive attitude to his Auslan learning.  

Term 2 - Week 4 



 

Congratulations to  
Room  18 

  You are the class with the 

    highest number of  DOJO POINTS  

this week with  Dojo points. 

Top Dojo Earners  
of Term 2 
Week 4 

 

Prep 
Teah  

14 Dojos 

Grade 
1/2 

  

 Jabir  

17 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Waverly  

6 Dojos 

Grade 
5/6 

Mariam  

34 Dojos 

Top  
earner 

across the  
school! 

Mariam A  

34 Dojos 

Congratulation's to this week’s Dojo Masters: 

STRIVING TO BE OUR BEST MASTERS RESPONSIBLE MASTERS 

 Dimitrious Haneen Mohamoud Muhumed  Baria Aala 

 Doaa Monpie AJ Issa  Abdul  Benjamin 

 Suana  Bilal Diana Yasmine  Amaziah  Jamie 

 Dalat Olivia Cyrus Esmeralda  Steve  Nafysa 

 Fatima  Yousuf  Baria  Kreon  Belle  Kabir 

 Kendrick Layla Nathalia  Mahdi  Alex K  Becky 

Alek K Kabir Becky Lydia Lydia Sahar 

Nasrine Mia M Tye Baneen Abdul Benjamin 



Term 2 Week 4  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week. The shaded boxes  
below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 87% 76% Room 9 79% 80% 

Room 3 77% 82% Room 10 91% 83% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 81% 80% 

Room 5 88% 76% Room 12 83% 81% 

Room  6 81% 77% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 89% 78% Room 15 87% 83% 

Room 20 84% 68% Room 17 81% 86% 

      Room 18 81% 91% 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to all of the students 

who have  

attended school every day! 
 

Congratulations 
The class that had the        

BEST ATTENDANCE     
was Room 18 

Arrive on Time at Quarter to Nine! 











OUR  

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Uniform Shop Opening Times for 2021 

 

Term 2 

Term 3 






