
2024 IMPORTANT DATES: 

Email: thomastown.west.ps@educaƟon.vic.gov.au   
Phone: 9465 4317     

Fri 23 Aug 
Play & Grow Session #2    9-10am 
Whole school Assembly 

Fri 23 Aug HoopƟme Basketball Tournament 5/6 

Tue 
Wed 

27-28  
Aug 

Fathers Day Stall 

Thur 29 Aug SRC FUNDRAISER EVENT: 
Casual clothes day for gold coin donaƟon 

Fri 30 Aug Play & Grow Session #3    9-10am 

Fri 6 Sept Futsal  Girls Tournament  

Fri 6 Sept 
Futsal Boys Tournament 
Whole School Assembly 

Tue 10 Sept 
AthleƟcs District Finals 
School Council MeeƟng 6.30pm 

Wed 11 Sept 
WHOLE SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
DAY: PLANNING DAY for Term 4. 
Students do not aƩend school. 

Mon 16 Sept Monday Muster– Curiosity Showcase 

Wed 18 Sept 
Footy Day Parade and Hot Lunch 
 (Out of school uniform) 

Thur 19 Sept 

PARENT/STUDENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
*Students only aƩend school at the Ɵme of 
their conference meeƟng 
*Room 9 students do not aƩend school. 

Fri 20 Sept 
Last Day Term 3  
Students dismissed 1.15pm 

Mon 07 Oct First day of Term 4: Arrive on Ɵme, ready to 
learn at quarter to 9! (8:45am start) 

Mon 4 Nov 
Curriculum Day  
Students do not aƩend school 

Wed 11 Dec Grade 5/6 CelebraƟon: Funfields 

Tues 17 Dec Grade 6 GraduaƟon Ceremony  

Fri 20 Dec Last day of Term 4, 2024  
Students dismissed at 1.15. 

Thur 12 Sept 
Room 9 Conferences with Mrs SanƟglia 
Room 9 students aƩend school 

No. 11 Friday  23rd August 2024 
 

From the Assistant Principal 
 

Maths Professional Learning 
Mrs Young, Mr Fielding, Miss Galea and Mrs Rocca all had an 
inspiring day of learning with the legendary Peter Sullivan. 
We have been learning as a staff about his research into 
effecƟve Maths teaching, and oŌen use tasks that he has 
created, from his published books, to teach open ended, 
hands on, challenging tasks. It was a privilege to meet and 
ask quesƟons of the man himself. Peter has had a career 
that combines research into task design with the 
development of teacher support resources and classroom 
trialing. He was author of the Shape of the Australian 
MathemaƟcs Curriculum, a paper commissioned by the 
NaƟonal Curriculum Board to lay the foundaƟon of the 
Australian curriculum. Subsequently he was appointed the 
“lead writer” for the development phases of the curriculum 
and has supported ongoing development of the documents, 
including consulƟng on the review 
conducted in 2015. He was also the 
author of the Australian EducaƟon 
Review publicaƟon “Teaching 
mathemaƟcs: Using research-informed 
strategies” that has now been 
downloaded over 240,000 Ɵmes from 
the ACER website. 
 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY Friendly reminder  
If you are one of the randomly selected parents who were 
invited to complete the Parent Opinion Survey, please do so 
as soon as possible! Please help! Only 19 people have 
completed the survey. This Department of EducaƟon 
Parent survey closes Friday 30th August. Please be assured 
that your responses are confidenƟal. The survey is 
conducted anonymously, and will help inform our upcoming 
4-year review, in which we respond to feedback and set 
goals for the next 4 years for our school. PLEASE NOTE: Only 
one parent from your family is invited to complete the 
survey (the link below should only be used once and should 
not be shared with anyone). 
 

Play and Grow sessions have started 
For our 2025 Prep enrolments, students have begun coming 
into the school for Play and Grow sessions. Last Friday was a 
great success, and it was exciƟng to see some of your future 
students exploring through play. If you have a 2025 student 
at home, please enrol them and come and join in on Friday 
morning. Our last Play and Grow session is Friday 30th 
August. Prep 2025 transiƟon sessions will conƟnue in                 
Term 4. 
 



Curiosity Hour Projects 
Students have started choosing, researching and puƫng 
together projects in their Curiosity Hour. There will be a 
Monday Muster on Monday 16th September at 
3:15pm for students to share the final products. 
Check out this link or QR code to see a 45-second video 
that some of our students have created to get you 
curious. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hƩps://www.canva.com/design/
DAGM9IC9wG4/0F1cB_Nu5m_yFChNGZ6F6A/edit  

 
Science Week 2024 
You may have noƟced that there has been a lot of 
science happening in our school last week, for    
NaƟonal Science Week. Miss Halabi took the Prep-1s 
and Grade 1-2 classes to the local creek and learnt 
about the animals and plant life, and how we need to 
keep waterways clean for them to live there. The grade 
3-4 classes all went to Scienceworks and had a fun, 
guided, hands on experience as part of their excursion. 
The Grade 5-6 have been researching through their 
Curiosity Hour projects, and have been learning the 
science of the human body through the incursions in 
their SEA lessons. 
 
Out of Uniform Day  
Students are invited to come to school in casual clothes 
on Thursday  29th August and bring a gold coin 
donaƟon for Sacred Heart Mission, a charity which 
assists hundreds of people who are experiencing 
homelessness or disadvantage to find shelter, food, care 
and support. The students in our Students 
RepresentaƟve Council have  chosen to donate to this 
charity. 

Child Safety at TWPS 
 

Thomastown West Primary School is commiƩed to the safe-
ty and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will 
be the primary focus of our care and   decision-making.   
 

Thomastown West Primary School has zero tolerance for 
child abuse. 
 

Thomastown West Primary School is commiƩed to  
providing a child safe environment where children and 
young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are 
heard about decisions that affect their lives. ParƟcular 
aƩenƟon will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal 
children and children from culturally and/or linguisƟcally 
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a 
disability.  
 

Every person involved in Thomastown West Primary School 
has a responsibility to understand the important and  
specific role he or she plays individually and collecƟvely to 
ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and 
young people is at the forefront of all they do and every 
decision they make.  
 
Maths Challenge 
Find shapes around your house. Draw them or write them 
on paper and show Mr Croƫ what you found. In my office I 
have a sphere basketball, a rectangular ruler, circle magnets 
and rectangular prism board games. 

 
 
 

Assistant Principal 

























Steven 
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Stars of the Week 
Term 3  -  Week 5 

Andreya  22  For creaƟng fantasƟc wriƟng pieces with neat handwriƟng and beauƟful  
illustraƟons.  

Nardin    3  Being resilient when tasks become challenging.   

Robbie  5 For demonstraƟng respect when aiding others with their work during learning Ɵme.  

Bilal  9 For striving to be his best by exploring, invesƟgaƟng new maths concepts and for 
having a posiƟve growth mindset.  

Chloe  
10 For striving to be your best when  compleƟng homeworks tasks. They are always 

complete to an excellent standard. Well done. Chloe.  

Istbrq  11 For taking iniƟaƟve and maintaining a posiƟve aƫtude in managing her Maths 
goals, successfully compleƟng tasks to achieve them.  

Zam Zam 12 For demonstraƟng resilience and an improved effort with her learning.  

Andy 15 For demonstraƟng great problem solving skills and being able to share 
his reasoning with the class. 

Rukaya  16 For demonstraƟng empathy towards others and consistently helping her class-
mates with kindness and care.  

Sineen  17 By consistently being a responsible member of our class and a posiƟve role model 
for other students in the class 

D’Lae  
Room 12 

 STEM: For working hard to create an awesome plan for his sustainability project in 
MinecraŌ!  

Aura  6 For coming to school every day ready to learn.  

Georgiana   
PE: For striving to be her best and parƟcipaƟng in a whole PE session while  
 challenging herself to have a go at all acƟviƟes. Well done Georgiana I am very 
proud of you.  

Raphael 9   
MUSIC:: For involving himself in all his extra music acƟviƟes, keyboard, guitar and 
bass guitar with enthusiasm and a desire to constantly improve. Well done  
Raphael!  



Stars of the Week 
Term 3 - Week 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 - Week 6 

 

 

 

 



Stars of the Week 
Term 3  -  Week 6 

Murad 22  For wriƟng a creaƟve wriƟng piece ‘Up and away’ and using writer’s tools  
effecƟvely.  

Elexzyo 33 WriƟng an interesƟng narraƟve about ‘Up and away’.  

Amaanat  5 For demonstraƟng respect when aiding others with their work during learning 
Ɵme.  

Tristan  9 For consistently  demonstraƟng the school values and being an excellent role model 
for his peers.  

Amer  10 For striving to be your best by making excellent connecƟons while learning. Keep 
doing this Amer.  

Feruzana  11 
For her excellent efforts in wriƟng  a narraƟve about a bushfire, where she skillfully 
employed writer's tools to evoke emoƟon and create vivid imagery, all while 
demonstraƟng excepƟonal ediƟng skills.  

Steve  12 
For striving to be his best and wriƟng an creaƟve bushfire narraƟve, demonstraƟng 
excellent use of descripƟve and figuraƟve language which paints a picture for the 
reader. 

Hannah  15 For great effort in wriƟng her informaƟon Report on the Sun. 

Molly  16 For striving to be her best and wriƟng a descripƟve narraƟve about space.  

Yazan  17 For consistently striving to be his best and compleƟng his work in the allocated 
Ɵme.  

Aura 
Room 6 

 STEM: For coming up with detailed and topic related interview quesƟons to pre-
pare for our firefighter visit! Great work Aura!  

Isabella  6 Showing  resilience when using new strategies during maths lessons. Keep up the 
great work Isabella.  

Sarah G  
Room 6 

 PE: For her amazing dance moves during our movement session. Well done Sarah 
you inspired the whole grade to try something new.  

Cyrus 12   MUSIC: For working hard on his bass guitar studies and applying what he has learnt 
in his general music sessions. Well done Cyrus!  





Chicken Pox 
UnƟl fully recovered.  Please note some remaining scabs are not an indicaƟon 
for conƟnued exclusion. 

ConjuncƟviƟs Exclude unƟl discharge from eyes has ceased. 

COVID-19 
Your child’s safety is our priority. Thomastown West PS has a COVID-Safe Plan. 
Up-to-date Department of Health instrucƟons will be shared by the school, 
when needed. Please contact the school if your child has Covid. 

Head Lice 
UnƟl treated with soluƟon as recommended by the City of WhiƩlesea, Health 
Office. 

ImpeƟgo 
UnƟl sores have fully healed.  The child may be allowed to return provided that 
appropriate treatment is being applied and that sores on exposed surfaces such 
as scalp, face, hands and legs are properly covered with occlusive dressings. 

Measles 
For at least seven days from the appearance of the rash or unƟl medical  
cerƟficate of recovery is produced. 

Mumps UnƟl fully recovered 

Ringworm 
UnƟl appropriate treatment has commenced and is supported by a medical  
cerƟficate. 

Rubella UnƟl fully recovered and at least 4 days from the onset of the rash. 

Scarlet Fever UnƟl a medical cerƟficate of recovery is produced. 

Viral  

HepaƟƟs 
UnƟl a medical cerƟficate of recovery is produced, or on subsidence of  
symptoms but not before seven days aŌer onset of jaundice. 

Whooping 
Cough 

For four weeks or unƟl a medical cerƟficate of recovery is produced. 

It’s NOT OK to BE AWAY  
UNLESS YOU ARE SICK!  

 

Please support our school community by keeping your children at home 
while they are unwell. The table below indicates the duraƟon of your child's 
recovery period and the period during which they should refrain from aƩend-
ing school while infecƟous. 
 
 









 

 
 

On Wednesday the 14th of August the 3-4 students went on an excursion to Science-
works. The children learnt about the solar system by visiƟng the Planetarium. We learnt 
about the planet being on a Ɵlt and how this affects our seasons and how we have day 
and night. The children also had the opportunity to spend Ɵme in the general viewing sec-
Ɵons.  



Term 3 Week 6 Student Attendance Report  
As part of the Department of EducaƟon Every Day Counts iniƟaƟve, schools report aƩendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum saƟsfactory aƩendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average aƩendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of aƩendance for their year level.  

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potenƟal and we know that parents share this goal. 
There is a clear l ink between good aƩendance and educaƟonal achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on Ɵme, as oŌen as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  
educaƟon.                       Why is regular aƩendance at school important?  
Regular school aƩendance will mean that your child has a beƩer chance in life. Your child will achieve 
beƩer when they go to school all day, every school day...  
üthey learn beƩer    üthey make friends       üthey are happier    üthey have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  
other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:

 
 

Prep Last Newsletter 
This Weeks  
newsletter 

Year 5/6 Last NewsleƩer 
This Weeks 

NewsleƩer 

Room 2 85% 81% Room 9 87% 84% 

Room 3 77% 84% Room 10 91% 82% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 84% 89% 

Room 6 79% 80% Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

   Room 15 79% 78% 

   Room 16 83% 70% 

   Room 17 83% 86% 

Room  5 78% 82% Room 12 87% 81% 



      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  
 

 

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 
For Term 3 Week 6 is Room 11 

 

 

TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 

Room  2 Term 1 
Wk 4 

Term 1 
Wk 5          

Room  3 Term 2 
 Wk 9           

 

              

Room  5 Term 2 
 Wk 6         

Room  6          

               

Room  9 Term 3 
 Wk 1         

Room  10 Term 2 
 Wk 8 

Term 3 
 Wk 4        

Room  11 Term 2 
 Wk 5 

Term 3 
 Wk 2 

Term 3 
 Wk 6 

      

Room  12 Term 1 
Wk 6 

Term 1 
Wk 7 

Term 1 
Wk 8 

Term 2 
 Wk 1 

Term 2 
 Wk 2     

  Wk 4            

Room  15          

Room  16 Term 2 
 Wk 7 

Term 2 
 Wk 10 

Term 2 
 Wk 11        

Room  17 Term 2 
 Wk 3 

Term 2 
 Wk 4  

Term 3 
 Wk 3 

Term 3 
 Wk 5 

  
     











Top Dojo Earners  
CongratulaƟons to Room with  Dojo Points  

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this week! 

 

 

 

Prep/1 

Kenan 

18 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Aisla 

8 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Alex A 

7 Dojo Points 

Grade 5/6 
 Bowie 

19 Dojo Points 

Most Dojo 
points Prep - 6 

Bowie 

18 Dojo Points 

Aliyah 

5 Dojo Points 

Amaanat 

8 Dojo Points 

Steven 

9 Dojo Points 

Istbrq 

16 Dojo Points 

  Istbrq 

16 Dojo Points 

 WEEK 5 WEEK  6 

The classroom 
with the most 
Dojo points 

Room 2 
 204 Dojo Points 

Room 11 
 128 Dojo Points 

TEAM ASSEMBLY 
In your child’s building 

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 
MulƟpurpose Room/ Basketball court 

  

Term 3 Week 3  Friday  2nd August 2:30pm    ü Term 3 Week 4  Friday 9th August  2:30pm   ü 

Term 3 Week 5  Friday 16th August 2:30pm  ü Term 3 Week 6  Friday 23rd August 2:30pm    ü 

Term 3 Week 7  Friday 30th August  2:30pm    Term 3 Week 8  Friday 6th September 2:30pm       

Term 3 Week 9  Friday 13th  September 2:30pm    Term  3 Week 10 Friday 20th September  
 Time: to be confirmed 

 We’ll send a Compass/Class Dojo message on Monday 











 
 

 

 



 

INVITATION 
JOIN THE DARE TO DREAM COMMUNITY DANCE PROJECT AT WALKING THOMASTOWN! 

SAT 31st AUGUST, 6pm @ Community Stage, located at the Playground behind the Library (Main St RecreaƟon Reserve) 

 

Thomastown West Students are invited to join the ‘DARE TO DREAM’ Community Dance Project on the Community Stage at 
WALKING THOMASTOWN.  Every Wednesday, the Thomastown Neighbourhood House team have been running dance  
workshops with the students in the playground at lunch Ɵme.  It has been GREAT to see so many learning the moves to  
Rihanna’s DIAMOND and the 80s classic FLASHDANCE!!!   

 

All students who join the dance on the night of WALKING THOMASTOWN will receive a pair of LED GLOWING SUNGLASSES- 
which will be the perfect accessory to wear at WALKING THOMASTOWN! 

 

· What date is Walking Thomastown? 

              Sat 31st August 

· What Ɵme to arrive?   

              5.30pm (to sign in at the stage) 

· What Ɵme does the dance start?  

             6pm 

· Where do we go?   

             The Community Stage, located at the Playground behind the Thomastown Library, Main St RecreaƟon Reserve 

· How long does the community dance go for? 

             Approx 20 minutes (featuring TWPS, TPS and St Clares) 

· What do we wear? 

             Colourful or sparkly/ shiny clothes!  Also bring a warm coat…. And a torch! 

· Then what do we do? 

             Enjoy Walking Thomastown 6-9pm: glow in the dark face paint, food trucks, performances, lighƟng shows, lantern  
             making, light up playgrounds, music, dance, magic. 

 

What is Walking Thomastown??? 

Every year family and friends gather, we dress up in fairy lights and costumes and we join this magical adven-
ture!  Commencing at 6pm at the community stage, located at the Main St RecreaƟon Reserve Playground (behind the 
Thomastown Library), Walking Thomastown features tantalising music and dancers from far and wide!   

 

When you have enjoyed some performances, join the night Ɵme walk and around every corner is an extraordinary surprise…. 
giant rainbows, lighƟng shows, heavenly angels, huge glowing creatures, luminous lanterns, fantasƟc food trucks and so many 
happy faces!    Walking Thomastown goes all the way to Ziebel’s Farmhouse which will be lit up with fairy lights and full of  
music, songs and stories of Ɵmes past! 

  

Walking Thomastown gives our community something to look forward to.  And that really sums up the theme of this year’s 
Walking Thomastown, HOPE.   In hard Ɵmes, when all you can see is darkness; look into the future and find the light! 

 





Thomastown Neighbourhood House  
TNH activities continuing during Library Closure 

  

All Thomastown Neighbourhood House activities will continue throughout the  
Library renovations.   

  

Whilst we cannot enter the library (where the books are located), we do have  
access to the foyer, our TNH room and the Library Lounge. 

  

If you are attending: Community Craft Connections, All Seasons, English Class, 
Mindful Meditation or Women’s Painting Circle- please come to the front door of 
the Library and our TNH team will open the doors for you.  Please note, these  

areas are closed to the general public but TNH can provide access to our  
participants. 

  

If you are attending: Promisetown Playgroup or Little Diggers, please go to TRAC 
(next door) and these activities will continue to take place in the TRAC  

creche.  BIG thanks to TRAC for providing their beautiful space for our child  
focused activities. 

  



 

 






