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IMPORTANT DATES:
Mon

25 Nov

TWPS Intra-School Transition #1

Tue

26 Nov

Writer’s Festival 2:30pm- 7pm

Tue

26 Nov

School Council meeting 6.30pm

Fri

29 Nov

Mon

2 Dec

Thur

05 Dec

TWPS Intra-School Transition #2

Mon
-Thu

9-19 Dec

Junior Swimming program

Tue

10 Dec

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day

Tue

10 Dec

TWPS Intra-School Transition #3

Thu

12 Dec

Year 5/6 Funfields Excursion

Grade 1/2 BBQ night and
Grade 2 sleep over
Grade 1/2 Collingwood Children’s
Farm excursion

Thank you!
A big thank you to Mrs. Selma Raif and the DOXA team for
their organisation of the camp. As some of you may know
Mrs. Raif was not able to join us on camp this year but her
wonderful organisation meant that it all ran seamlessly!
Thank you to the following staff who attended and
supported our Grade 6 campers:








Mr. Martell
Mr. Benatmane
Mrs. Santiglia
Mrs. Rocca
Mrs. Nejkoski
Mrs. Bartholomew

We hope you have enjoyed the Camp updates. Thank you to
Mrs. El Zoobi for organising the Compass updates, even
after hours!

TWPS

WRITERS

FESTIVAL

This coming Tuesday, 26th of November we will be holding
the first TWPS Writer’s Festival.
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From the Assistant Principal
Grade 6 DOXA City Camp
Our fabulous DOXA City Camp Experience has come to
an end today with all students arriving back at the
Thomastown Train Station at 2:15pm. Students had a
jam packed itinerary and, along with the teachers, will
need a well earned rest this weekend to recover from all
the excitement! While on camp students were able to
visit the following historic places in Melbourne City:

Old Melbourne Gaol

Shrine of Remembrance

Queen Victoria Markets

Eureka Skydeck

Her Majesty’s Theatre

Our students cannot wait to showcase their love of
language, literacy and expression in this open evening. The
Festival will be held in the Multi-Purpose room and outside
weather permitting. The information flyer is featured later in
this newsletter. The theme for this festival is “Imagine a….”
and every student from Prep to Grade 6 will be featured.

On Tuesday 26th families
are invited to come to the
school between 2:30pm7pm to celebrate their
child’s writing.

From 2:30pm you may ‘sign your child out’ from the Office,
then collect your child from class to view their incredible
work! Please take some time to review other students’s
writing and maybe offer some positive feedback in our
Feedback Station.
Please have a look at some more wonderful, rich, writing
samples provided by Room 10 to give you a taste of the
authorship you can expect to see on Tuesday!

Reminders
Enrolments for 2019– Are you Moving??
If you are leaving our school and will not require a place
in 2019 can you please let the office know immediately.
Thank you for keeping our records up to date regarding
enrolments.

DO YOU STILL OWE OUR SCHOOL MONEY?
Thank you to the majority of parents who have already
paid for their students essential resources/book-pack
school fees. We still have an outstanding amount for
2019 of $3,000 yet to be paid from some of our TWPS
families. Final payments were due by Friday 29th June
2019! We are approaching the end of 2019 and we
require families to finalise their outstanding fees. Grade
6 students are asked to finalise their outstanding fees
as soon as possible.
If you haven’t already, please contact the Office to
finalise your payments. If you are having financial
difficulties please contact the Principal to discuss your
options.

CSEF 2020
If you applied for the CSEF at this school in 2019, you do
not need to complete an application form in 2020
unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances.
TWPS school will apply for the CSEF on your behalf. You
will only need to submit the attached 2020 application
form if any of the following changes have occurred:
New
Student
Enrolments:
Changed
Family
Circumstances: New Concession Card.
Please note 2020 CSEF eligibility will be subject to the
parent/legal guardian’s concession card being
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of
either Term 1 (29 January 2020) or Term 2 (23 April
2020) and parents/guardians will be advised if an issue
arises. If you are required to submit a 2020 CSEF form,
please do this before the end of the school year to
ensure everything is all organised in time.
Have a lovely weekend, enjoy the weather and stay
safe.
Terri Allan
Assistant Principal

Doxa Camp Photos

Please make sure your child gets the best chance they can with
learning, be at school every day, all day and on time!

Dojo Earners of the Week!
Congratulations to the following students who have topped their
learning areas this week:
Grade 5/6: Congratulations to Mateen from Room 18 who earned 27
dojos this week. Big improvement keep it up!
Grade 3/4: Congratulations to Mia in Room 11 who earned 12 dojos
this week!
Grade 1/2: Congratulations to Istrbq from Room 1
who achieved a total dojo score of 8 dojo points.
Prep: Congratulations to Albraa from Room 2 who
achieved a score of 10 dojos for the week.

Hi everyone!

As the year is started to close, I find myself getting more stressed trying to get everything done and preparing for Christmas. But
it’s not just adults who regularly experience stress, children can also experience a stress response which can affect their daily
lives. Stress is a normal reaction to life’s changes and challenges, it can be useful to motivate us to get things done and to feel
better about trying new things. However when stress becomes prolonged or toxic, that’s when it can stop being useful and start
becoming overwhelming.

Toxic stress can impact our physical and mental health, relationships, learning and development and capacity to get things done. Many different
changes can cause stress – even positive changes like transitioning to high
school, can still be a source of stress on the mind and body.
In children, it can sometimes be difficult to determine if a young person is
stressed. Some children have difficulty verbalising their feelings and can’t
put a name to what is happening to them. In young people, stress can often
look like:








Sleep changes or tiredness
Changes in appetite or interest in food
Not enjoying or participating in usual interests
Withdrawal from friends or family
Irritability or frustration
Poor concentration
Overreacting to small things

Many of these signs of stress are similar to an adult’s experience, however young children often lack the ability to describe what
they are feeling as stress. Learning and understanding these symptoms is the first step to offering support. Some support you
might offer for your child if you’ve noticed they are stressed include:
Don’t overschedule: include a few hours when your child isn’t doing homework or practicing sports or attending family
events, and allow them to just kick back and relax.
Make time for play without screens: Being outside or practicing creativity is a great way to reduce stress.
Make sleep a priority
Teach your children to listen to their bodies: What does increased stress looks like? Give them explanations to what they
might be feelings.
Model stress management: Stress can be contagious, when you are stressed the kids can be stressed. Allow your kids to see
their parents slow down and self-care when things become too much.
Prepare your kids to deal with mistakes: A lot of kids get stressed from dealing with mistakes, or worrying about mistakes.
Remind your children they’re not supposed to know how to do everything perfectly. Making a mistake is part of the
process, its how you fix it, make amends and move on is what’s important.

Have a great weekend!
Angelique Vardis.
Welfare Officer

Term 4 Week 6 Student Attendance Report
As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.
The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.
The shaded boxes below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.

Prep

Year 3/4

Room 2

92

Room 9

88

Room 3

87

Room 10

88

Room 8

84

Room 11

87

Year 1/2

Year 5/6

Room 1

82

Room 15

82

Room 4

82

Room 18

94

Room 5

85

Room 19

89

Room 6

84

Room 20

91

Every day of learning really does count!
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share
this goal. There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement. If your
child is not in school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important
parts of their education.
Why is regular attendance at school important?
Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will
achieve better when they go to school all day, every school day...
they learn better

they make friends

they are happier

they have a brighter future

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but
other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning. See below:

Stars of the Week
Term 4 - Week 7

Room 1

Hassan

Room 5

Hussain

Room 2

Charlotte

Room 6

Arman

Room 3

Noah

Room 8

Olivia &

Room 4

Hussein & Saad

Room 9

Rayan

Room 10

Sarah

Room 11

Francisco

Parent Code of Conduct at Thomastown West PS
A code of conduct for parents and visitors ensures that everyone who visits the school site is able
to do so in a safe, respectful and harmonious manner and to ensure that students, staff, parents
and other visitors are not subjected to aggressive, hostile, disrespectful or violent behaviours.
At Thomastown West Primary School we believe the following:
 We all have the right to do as much work and learning as possible.
 We all have the right to feel comfortable and safe.
We have 5 key school VALUES which we encourage everyone to live by our school values:
Respect

Responsibility

Resilience

Empathy and Strive to be our best

We teach the children that:


Values guide the way we think, speak and behave.



Values help us to decide what is right and what is wrong.

At Thomastown West Primary School, Parents and visitors are expected to:


Treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy.



Ensure their child/children are punctual to class.



Make appointments in advance of expecting to obtain an interview.



Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference.



Discuss issues or concerns about the school, staff or students through the correct
procedures.



Follow school procedures governing entry and behaviour on school grounds, including any
restrictions that may be imposed.

Under no circumstance are parents to approach another student or parent regarding any
incidents or issues.
Your co-operation is sought in maintaining a safe and happy school.

