
Thomastown West  Primary School Thomastown West  Primary School Thomastown West  Primary School Thomastown West  Primary School     

NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER    
98-112 Main Street, Thomastown, Victoria 3074 – Ph: 9465 4317  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@educa(on.vic.gov.au Website: www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

No.29 16th October  2020 
 

From the Assistant Principal 
 

Hello TWPS Community. It has been absolutely deligh1ul    

having all students and teachers back onsite this week.  
 

Their smiling faces, curiosity and conversa(ons have been 

missed dearly by all teachers and staff at our school. It has 

been a very trying (me for us all while in Remote Learning, 

but what an amazing display of resilience, persistence and  

dedica(on from all our students.  
 

To thank our teachers and ES team, Mrs. Young and myself 

presented  the staff with a small gi9. If you see a  TWPS staff 

member, don’t forget to thank them for being a remote  

teaching champion! Here is a couple of the lanyards that the 

staff received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A big shout out to our parent and family communi(es who 

rose to the challenge of becoming school teachers alongside 

their many other roles such as mothers, fathers,                

grandparents, employees, carers, 

cleaners and chefs. As we men(oned 

in the last TWPS Assembly, you are all 

superstars! 

 

ATTENDANCE 

It has been fabulous to see nearly all our classes  

completely full with some classes achieving 100%  

a>endance all this week. This term, we are enac(ng the TWPS 

A>endance Policy Guidelines which were ra(fied by School 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Mon 19 Oct LAST DAY to RETURN loaned iPad or Laptop 

Wed 21 Oct 2021 Prep Online Informa'on ZOOM Session 

Thurs 22 Oct Book Week Parade to be shared on Class Dojo 

Fri 23 Oct 
Public Holiday 

Students do not a>end school 

Mon 2  Nov 
Teacher Report Wri'ng Day 

Students do not a>end school 

Tue 3 Nov 
Public Holiday 

Students do not a>end school 

Council in Term One of 2020. (We are keen to  

improve our overall a1endance rates at TWPS and we 

need your help!) 
 

At present there are a number of  students who are      

absent from school without explana(on. It is essen(al 

that if your child is unwell that you 

no(fy the office via Compass or on 

94654317. It is a requirement that all    

student absences are followed up by 

the school and we look forward to 

having your support in no(fying us if 

your child is away.  

 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY:  

Please tell us what you think! 

Our school is conduc(ng a survey to find out what        

parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is 

an annual survey offered by the Department of Educa(on 

and Training that is conducted amongst all parents. It is 

designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of 

parents’ percep(ons of school climate, student behavior, 

student engagement and experiences of remote and flexi-

ble learning. Our school will use the survey results to help 

inform and direct future school  planning and                 

improvement strategies. 
  
All parents will be invited to par(cipate in this year’s 

survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This 

year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from 

Monday 19
th
 October to Friday 13

th
 November. This 

weekend you will receive an email from the Principal 

with your log in details. 
 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 

minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any        

convenient (me within the fieldwork period on desktop 

computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online 

survey will be available in a range of languages other than 

English. These include: Arabic,  Vietnamese, Mandarin, 

Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi 

and Greek. 
 

 

Last year we used the Parent Opinion survey results to 

analyse the direc(on of our school, in par(cular our     

Student Engagement, Wellbeing and Inclusion processes. 

We look forward to hearing from all our families. Keep an 

eye out for the email this weekend,  for informa(on 

about how to access the survey. 



SUMMER REMINDERS: HATS 

A friendly reminder that we have started back in Term 

Four and this is the Term (along with Term 1) where 

students are required to  wear their hats. We have hats 

on sale at school for $11. If any students think they 

have lost their hats, remember they may be s(ll in their 

tubs at school. Any students without hats will be        

required to sit in the designated shaded area of the 

school. 
 

It is also really important to check that your           

child’s hats is  clearly named. They o9en find their way 

to lost property.  
 

WATER BOTTLES 

I know you might see a few reminders about water 

bo>les in this newsle>er but the weather is warming 

up and in line with our health and safety regula(ons 

our outside taps have been turned off. This means that 

if out at their PE class or at lunch or recess, students 

will need to access their water bo>les in order to stay 

hydrated. If students do not have a water bo>le we will 

give you a call and ask you to bring a 

water bo>le that can stay at school, or 

if you like to take it home and wash it, 

please ensure it is brought back to 

school.  To make it easier for your child 

we would recommend that the water 

bo>le stays at school in the classroom. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

A9er the winter weather (which we all hope is nearly 

over) we have a lot of jumpers le9 in the TWPS Lost 

Property baskets. Due to COVID-19 restric(ons we are 

unable to have parents come into the office to look 

through the Lost Property items. Please let us know if 

you are missing any school uniform items at home and 

we would be happy to have a look for you.  
 

Similarly if you are seeking some support in the form of 

second hand uniforms, please come and speak to Mrs. 

El Zoobi at the office and we will support you in any 

way we can. 

 

2021 SCHOOL YEAR PARENT REQUESTS 

As men(oned in last week’s newsle>er we are star(ng 

to work on our plans for 2021 grades. We welcome you 

to put any of your concerns or important informa'on 

regarding your child’s grade placement for 2021 in 

wri'ng and address the envelope, marked  

CONFIDENTIAL, to Mrs. Sandi Young before Friday 

23rd October 2020.  Requests can only be in rela�on 

to student friendships.  

A9er a big week back at school and into rou(ne, we 

hope you have a lovely weekend and maybe get in a 

few early nights in (me for next week.  
 

Terri Allan 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

Welcome back to TWPS,  

Mrs. Jones! 

Hi Thomastown West family and friends!  

I'm so excited to share with you all that I'm 

back at our great school, taking on the role of 

running the Koorie Literacy and Numeracy In-

terven'on Program. I'll be working with a 

number of our fabulous Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander students, suppor'ng their     

development in all areas.   

 

A bit of background from me….. 

 

 I started at Thomastown West 23 years ago 

as a graduate teacher. ABer 6 years, I moved 

to New Zealand with my husband and worked 

in a private boarding school (a bit like Harry 

Po1er!) We returned from NZ and I took up a 

short term roll at Bell Primary School, before 

heading back to Thommy West. I then had our 

first child and began working part 'me. Two 

more children followed and I con'nued to 

work part 'me before deciding to take some 

'me off to stay at home with my family. I 

have been working as a CRT for the past few 

years and always love my days with the chil-

dren at TWPS. 

 

I can't wait to get stuck into my new role and 

work with the amazing staff and  

students at our school. There's really no other 

school like it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hi everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

For many students it has been the first week back 

onsite, it’s been great to see so many happy faces! 

One posi(ve that has come out of the pandemic is 

that there is now a strong focus on mental health. 

 

What is Mental Health? 

Mental health is something everyone has. A child’s 

mental health is not fixed, it is experienced across a 

range from posi(ve mental health, to vulnerability or 

difficul(es, through to diagnosed mental health  

condi(ons. 

 

This is the dynamic nature of child mental health. No 

child’s experience is sta(c. Children do, and should, 

experience a range of emo(ons. This is a healthy part 

of childhood. But when a child is unable to regulate 

emo(ons causing them to con(nually miss out on 

opportuni(es or not engage in play it may be a sign 

of mental health vulnerabili(es. 

Many of the factors affec(ng mental health, such as 

educa(on, social inclusion, housing and income, are 

unequally distributed through our communi(es, 

meaning that infants and children who experience 

disadvantage are more likely to have poorer mental 

health outcomes. 

Infants and children need posi(ve mental health for 

their physical and emo(onal development. The  

influences on mental health start before a child is 

born, con(nue in early childhood and go through to 

adolescence and adulthood. 

Infants look to the trusted adults in their life to  

respond to their needs, engage, talk and play with 

them. Moments like these build suppor(ve  

rela(onships, nurturing environments and provide 

opportuni(es to learn new things. 

 

Posi(ve mental health is founda(onal to emo(onal 

and physical development. It helps children learn to 

express and regulate a range of emo(ons, form  

other close and secure rela(onships, and confidently 

begin to explore the world around them. 

Kids’ mental health difficul(es can present differently 

to adult mental health difficul(es. Mental health  

vulnerability or difficul(es in infants and children 

might include frequent or intense struggles with 

their  emo'ons, thoughts, behaviours, learning or  

rela(onships. 

control their moods, find it challenging to be  

separated from a parent, or have problems  

sleeping, ea(ng or engaging at school. 

 

In kids, these difficul(es can be interpreted as  

behavioural issues, or misunderstood and  

dismissed as inten(onal ac(ons (such as ‘they’re 

just being ‘naughty’, ‘defiant’, or a ‘worrier’’)  

instead of being considered as signs of mental 

health challenges. 

 

Considering a child’s behaviour, or changes in  

behaviour, alongside what is happening in their 

world is an important part of understanding child 

mental health. 

 

Throughout childhood, kids have experiences that 

are nurturing, and those that are stressful;  

experiences that are posi(ve and nega(ve. No 

one factor contributes to mental health in  

isola(on. These experiences can have a different 

impact on each child, depending on their  

temperament, the culmina(on of their past  

experiences, broader socio-economic influences, 

their stage of development and the support  

people available to them. 

Who can help? 
Our Student Well-Being Team (Mr P or Miss V) 

� A school psychologist 

� Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636 

� Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800 

 

 
Have a safe and happy weekend! 

 

Mike Palfrey 

Student Well-Being Officer 



This week we have welcomed Mr. Phillips and 

Miss. Leia, both comple(ng their final Social 

Work student placement with us. Both Liam 

and Leia will be with us for most of the term 

and will be shadowing and suppor(ng the    

Student  Wellbeing Team to deliver care and 

specific programs to our students.  

We welcome them to TWPS. Thanks to all the  

students who have already met Mr. Phillips 

and Miss Leia and made them feel welcomed. I 

have asked them to write a li>le bit about 

themselves below. Enjoy! 

Hi my name is Liam, a social work student, 

here at TWPS (ll early December. I am looking 

forward to mee(ng everyone here students, 

parents and teachers. Whilst I am here, I will 

be with Mr. P and Ms. V, helping them out in 

the wellbeing team. I’m very new, so if you see 

me around, looking a li>le lost, feel free to say 

“hello.”  

Outside of school, my  interests are cooking 

(and ea(ng), reading, music and riding my 

bike! I also like to hang out with my friends 

and family which I’m 

looking forward to    

doing again soon!   

 

Have a great weekend, 

Mr. Phillips 

 

 

 

Hello everybody,  

 

I am Leia! I will be doing my field placement for 

social work un(l the end of term 4 here at TWPS 

and I will be working with the school's wellbeing 

team. There would be (mes that you will be    

seeing me inside the classrooms helping       

teachers and staff or walking along the corridors 

so feel free to say hi! I love watching Disney              

movies,  documentaries and ea(ng Korean food. 

I am happy and grateful to be part of your     

community even though it’s only for a few 

months. 

 

 

Best  

Regards, 

Leia 

 

 

 

 

2021 Enrolments2021 Enrolments2021 Enrolments2021 Enrolments    
Great News!  

Thomastown West Primary School is taking enrolments for Prep (and other grade levels) for the 2021 school year.  

If you are interested in enrolling at Thomastown West Primary School for 2021, please visit our school  website or 

the Thomastown West Primary School 2020 Facebook page or collect an enrolment pack from the General 

Office.  The Office can be contacted on 94654317.  

        

       Arrive on time  

       Ready to learn 
                    

       at quarter  
      to nine! 

    

New members of our Wellbeing Team!New members of our Wellbeing Team!New members of our Wellbeing Team!New members of our Wellbeing Team!    



Health and Safety 

updates from TWPS 
 

 

Hand sani�ser: Available in each room and reminders 

are given as children enter or exit the classroom. Where possible rooms will have doors 

open for ven(la(on.  

 

Masks: These are mandated throughout the state. *Masks will be worn by staff at school, 

however aides and teachers are not required to wear masks when teaching. 

*Parents, Carers and older siblings or family members must wear masks when dropping 

off or picking up their child. 

 

Drinking fountains will not be in use. Students will need to have their own water bo1les. 

Social Distancing: The need to maintain the social distancing is most important, especially 

at drop off and pick up (me. 

 

Sick children: No student is to come to school if unwell. Even the mildest symptoms may 

cause major problems to others. 

 

Access to the Office: This is restricted to parents only via the office. If there are more than 

3 parents or carers in the foyer please wait outside the front door un'l you are able to 

enter. You must wear a mask    before you enter the Office. 

 

Cleaning: Addi(onal cleaning staff a>end onsite during the day to wipe down ‘high touch 

surfaces’ and our usual cleaning takes place a9er hours.  

 

Allied health professionals are allowed onsite for student wellbeing reasons and we have 

provided a dedicated space for Occupa(onal Therapists, Speech Pathologists and Psy-

chologists to work with the students they see. Parents are asked to liaise with your child’s 

class teacher if you would like to have your child’s therapist a>end onsite. 

 

Medical plans: If there are any changes to the medical plans during the period of remote 

learning could families please alert either the office or the classroom teacher so that the 

most up to date informa(on can be shared. The same goes for contact details and alter-

nate contact points. 

 
Staggered start and finish �mes: Please carefully review page 3 to iden(fy your appropri-

ate gate. Remembers Preps and Grade 1/2s have swapped drop off/pick up spaces from 

last term. Preps will enter and exit through the single Hub gate. 



Returning back to school 



 





Some positive mantras from Room 12 

 

 



 



Monpi  2 For coming to school every day this week and trying her best.  

Haneen  3 For a>ending everyday this week with a smile and posi(ve aXtude to learn.  

Issam 

4 

 

For having a great start back to the term 4. You have shown great persistence and have strived to be your 

best in all ac(vi(es this week. Well done!  

AXla 

 

Dion  

5 

By trying hard to complete all his work and submit it during remote learning. A great effort. 

 

Being a kind and empathe(c friend towards his classmates.  

Sienna 
 

19 For return to school with a smile, a posi(ve, and engaged aXtude that has shown a great willingness to 

learn.  

Yasmin  

Isaac  

20 

 

Returning to school in term 4 and striving hard to do her best.  

For a>en(ve listening and having some great answers during our literature discussion of a book read in 

class.  

Michelle 9 For a great start to term 4 by following school values of respect and responsibility.  

Marcus  10 For star(ng back to school with a responsible aXtude and striving to be his best.  

 Deniz 11 For star(ng back to school with a responsible aXtude and striving to be his best.  

Dylan 12 For a great start to term 4 and willingness to par(cipate in all ac(vi(es. Well done Dylan.  

Whole 

class 
15 

An excep(onal start to term 4. You have all lived by the values and made returning to school an absolute 

pleasure. Keep up the good work and con(nue kicking goals!  

Sarah and 

Ishita 
16 

For striving to be their best and having a posi(ve  and enthusias(c aXtude when returning  back 

at school . 

Kowser 17 For striving to be her best and having a posi(ve and enthusias(c aXtude back at school.  

Dean 18 For star(ng term 4  with a posi(ve and enthusias(c aXtude. Keep it up!  

Eric  Music For being a good listener and trying his best in Music. Well done Eric!  

Mason V PE  For showing resilience during PE and not giving up!  

Mary STEM 
For your enthusiasm, posi(ve aXtude, and wonderful effort in your first STEM lesson. What an 

amazing start!  

Cyrus ART For trying his very best and being a crea(ve Superstar in Art, designing an imagina(ve “Curious Creature” 

Jamie AUSLAN For making a great start to the term and always trying his best in Auslan. Well done Jamie!  

Stars of the Week 
Term 4 Term 4 Term 4 Term 4 ----    Week 2Week 2Week 2Week 2    



Term 4  Week  2  Student Attendance Report  
 

As part of the Department of Educa(on Every Day Counts ini(a(ve, schools report a>endance in percentages.           

The Government regard 95% as the minimum sa'sfactory a1endance for a school student.  

The percentages in the table below indicates the average a1endance for each class for this week.  

 

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of a>endance for their year level.  

Prep  Year 3/4  

Room 2 95% Room 9 98% 

Room 3 98% Room 10 95% 

Year 1/2  Room 11 97% 

Room 5 94% Year 5/6  

Room 6 92% Room 15 91% 

Room 19 93% Room 16 97% 

Room 20 94% Room 17 97% 

  Room 18 98% 

Room 4 98% Room 12 98% 

 

 

Cup of Life 
 

Well done to all of the students who  

have attended  school every day this 

week. 

Congratulations 
 

The rooms in Week 2 that had 

the  BEST ATTENDANCE     

are  Room 03, Room 04,  

Room 09 and Room 18 

Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop won't be open 'll Tuesday 1st of December 2020.  

In the mean'me you can order uniform online at www.beleza.com.au 

If you have further enquiries please contact the office on 9465 4317. 



 

Congratulations to  
Room 15 with 881  
 Dojo points !!! 

You are the class with the 
    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

. 

Top Dojo Earners  
PrepPrepPrepPrep    Steven 

34 Dojos 

Grade 1/2Grade 1/2Grade 1/2Grade 1/2    
Cyrus 

23 Dojos 

Grade 3/4Grade 3/4Grade 3/4Grade 3/4    Marcus, Heather & 

Lydia 

9 Dojos 

Grade 5/6Grade 5/6Grade 5/6Grade 5/6    
Rogaieh 

54 Dojos 

Top Top Top Top     

earner across earner across earner across earner across 

the  school!the  school!the  school!the  school!    

Rogaieh 

54 Dojos 



Our next whole school assembly with be held 
Friday 9th October! 

 

To allow the whole school to join… 

we are going to persist and try using WEBEX again ! 
 
 

 

For more information: please check Compass, Class Dojo, Google Classroom and Facebook. 

Wednesday 21st October 2020  

6pm 

Celebrating your child’s birthday  
at TWPS during term 4 

 

Unfortunately, due to COVID restric(ons  

birthday cakes, party treats or gi9 bags 

are not permi>ed at TWPS. 
Thank you for understanding 



Curious Creatures Wild Minds 

Book Dress up Parade Thursday 22Book Dress up Parade Thursday 22Book Dress up Parade Thursday 22Book Dress up Parade Thursday 22
ndndndnd
    OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    

This week there has been lots of excitement with discussions about curious costumes that students 

could wear for our annual Book Parade. Some students already have an idea of what they are wearing 

while some s(ll have their thinking caps on! There are a few ideas below that might help solve the 

problem. Remember there are lots of easy ideas on Google.  

It has been decided that due to the current circumstances, teachers will film their students in their 

classroom and upload it to ClassDojo in Class Story where everyone will be able to view and share in 

the excitement of our indoor parade!! Every student who dresses up will also go into a class raffle for 

the chance to win a great book prize! So don’t miss out. Students are asked to bring their book if  

possible.  

So get those imagina(ons running wild and we look forward to seeing many amazing book characters. 

Mrs Bridges  
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