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From the Principal 
 

 

 

Well done to everyone for hanging in there in what has been 

a highly unusual and challenging year.  It’s comforting to see 
that circumstances are improving on the front and we look 

forward to an uninterrupted Term 4.   
 

Term 4 is important for every Victorian student, and our 
teachers will strive to deliver high-quality learning for            
everyone. Whether we’re teaching remotely or face-to-face, 

our focus for Term 4 is on making sure that every student is 
supported in their wellbeing, learning and transition needs 
 

Your child’s wellbeing is our priority. The focus initially will be 
on settling the students back in, helping them get back into 

classroom routines and learning behaviours.  That shouldn’t 
take too long and we’ll then be looking to make the most of 

every moment in terms of learning.  This will be balanced by 

the need for a bit of fun in what has been a gloomy year for 
many.  We’d like students to remember 2020 for more than 
COVID restrictions and all year levels are planning memorable 

activities that fit within the guidelines provided by DET 
(Department of Education and Training). 
  

These guidelines have changed regularly across the year, but 

it’s worth explaining a few elements of the current version 
that will be of interest.  These include: 
• Camps & Excursions - not permitted at this stage 
• Incursions - not permitted at this stage. 

• School Photographs - Unfortunately schools are not          
permitted to have external photographers come in and take 
school photographs at this stage.  We’ll be exploring other 

means of achieving a similar outcome in the event that this 

restriction doesn’t change. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
Mon 12 Oct All students return on-site to school 

Mon 12 Oct LAST DAY to RETURN LOANED iPad or Laptop 

Thurs 15 Oct ‘Book Week’ Parade VIA ZOOM 

WED 21 Oct 2021 Prep Online Information ZOOM Session 

Fri 23 Oct Public Holiday 

Mon 2  Nov 
Teacher Report Writing Day 
Students do not attend school 

Tue 3 Nov Public Holiday 

• Transition - These are not permitted at this stage.    

Revised arrangements will be explained to parents with 

a Prep for 2021 in a letter that will be distributed to 
families in the coming weeks.   
Transition programs into secondary schools are looking 
very limited, but no doubt parents with children in 

grade 6 will hear from the relevant secondary school as 
they plot a way forward.  We will certainly be doing our 
best to support grade 6 students with this important 
transition. 

• Assemblies - We’re still not able to run traditional       
assemblies, so will continue with the Friday broadcast 

via ZOOM for the rest of this year.  (Unfortunately,    
Webex proved to be too challenging for some families.) 

If you haven’t tuned in yet, give it a try.  A link to the 
broadcast will be sent to families on Friday through 

Compass and Class Dojo. 
• Graduation - At this stage Graduation Ceremonies are 

not as we have had in previous years permitted, but 
we’ll keep our options open and will find a way to mark 

this significant occasion for our grade 6s. 
• School Photos - Although we rescheduled the date for 

our School Photos a number of times this year, at this 

stage they are not permitted. 

• Swimming Program - There will be no swimming this 
term. It will be deferred until 2021. 

• Canteen - will resume this term on  Wednesday  and 
Fridays. 

• Breakfast Club  - will resume on Monday 12th October 
 

 

School Uniforms and Hats 
 

Last term, when students collected Home Learning Packs, 
we’ve seen how much they’ve grown during Remote 

Learning and may have outgrown their uniforms. If       

families need to purchase new uniforms, we ask you to 
go online www.beleza.com.au and if you need support, 
please just send Sakina an email or ring 9465 4317.  If you 

would like to purchase pre-loved uniforms, we ask that 

you ring the office to arrange this. 
 

A reminder that when students return on-site next week, 
they’ll be required to wear their hats for outdoor          

activities, this includes recess, lunch and Physical           
Education lessons. (From September 1st – April 30th is 
when the average UV alert is 3 and above.) We have hats 
on sale at school for $11. If any students think have lost 

their hats, remember they may be still in their tubs at 

school. Any students without hats will be required to sit 
in the designated shaded area of the school. 
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Term 4: Important school procedures and guidelines 
Hand sanitiser: Available in each room and reminders 

are given as children enter or exit the classroom. 

Where possible rooms will have doors open for          
ventilation.  

Masks: These are mandated throughout the state. 

*Masks will be worn by staff at school, however aides 
and teachers are not required to wear masks when 
teaching. 

*Parents, Carers and older siblings or family members 

must wear masks when dropping off or picking up their 
child. 
Drinking fountains will not be in use. Students will need 
to have their own water bottles. 

Social Distancing: The need to maintain the social      
distancing is most important, especially at drop off and 
pick up time. 

Sick children: No student is to come to school if unwell. 

Even the mildest symptoms may cause major problems 
to others. 
Access to the Office: This is restricted to parents only 

via the office. If there are more than 3 parents or      

carers in the foyer please wait outside the front door 
until you are able to enter. You must wear a mask    

before you enter the Office. 
Cleaning: Additional cleaning staff attend onsite during 

the day to wipe down ‘high touch surfaces’ and our 
usual cleaning takes place after hours.  
Allied health professionals are allowed onsite for         

student wellbeing reasons and we have provided a    

dedicated space for Occupational Therapists, Speech 
Pathologists and Psychologists to work with the         

students they see. Parents are asked to liaise with your 
child’s class teacher if you would like to have your 

child’s therapist attend onsite. 

Medical plans: If there are any changes to the medical 
plans during the period of remote learning could        

families please alert either the office or the classroom 

teacher so that the most up to date information can be 
shared.  

The same goes for contact details and alternate contact 
points. 

Staggered start and finish times: Please carefully review 
page 3 to identify your appropriate gate. Remembers 

Preps and Grade 1/2s have swapped drop off/pick up 
spaces from last term. Preps will enter and exit through 

the single Hub gate. 
 

2021 SCHOOL YEAR PARENT REQUESTS 

Work on the 2021 grade placements for your children is 
about to get underway. If you have any concerns or            
important information regarding your child’s grade         
placement for 2021 please put these in writing and  

address the envelope, marked CONFIDENTIAL, to     
Sandi Young before Friday 23rd October 2020.          
Requests can only be in relation to student friendships. 

Teacher requests will not be considered.  

Planning for 2021 
Class lists are made up using a number of factors         

including: student friendships, academic achievement, 
aide support needed, behaviour and gender. In week 4,  
students will be given an opportunity in class to make a 
list of 3 students they would like to be with. We         

guarantee children to be placed with at least one of the 
students on their list, unless there are extenuating             
circumstances. In this case, these circumstances would 
then be discussed with their parents or carers.  
 

It is important for us to have accurate enrolment       

numbers for children attending our school in 2020. As 
always, our children, their learning and  development, 
will remain our top priority. We understand that some 

families are moving houses and there may be schools 
that are closer to your new address. We will happily     

support your child and their  transition to a new school.  
Please contact us to let us know if your child/children 

will not be attending TWPS in 2021. Thank you to those 
families who have already done so.  
 

Prep Enrolments for 2021  
We are now in the thick of planning for next year.    
Obviously this is dependent on student numbers, so 

urge anyone who has a prep to enrol for 2021 gets a 
form completed and submitted as soon as possible. If 

any families know anyone who is coming to Thomas-
town West Primary next year, please encourage them 

to phone the office on 9465 4317 to enrol as soon as 
possible, (this includes siblings of  current students).  
 

Next week 
In preparation for next week, we recommend that     

families continue to/or re-establish regular bed time 
routines and suitable getting up times this weekend.  
 

We ask that you take some time to talk about some of 

the changes for students to expect in regards to their 
return to school. Whilst children will generally be        
excited to return, they will need to refrain from         

hugging/embracing their friends.  
 

I will continue to provide more guidance through the 
Newsletter as the term progresses. We will of course 

monitor the previously mentioned arrangements very 
closely and  continue to invite your feedback so that we 

might fine tune these procedures over the coming 
weeks. 
 
 

 

We are so looking forward to all students returning to 
on-site learning next week! We hope you enjoy a      

quieter home environment next week while your      

children are at school, take some time for yourselves 
and reflect on a very strange year that our children will 
tell their grandchildren about in the future. 
 

Sandi Young 
Principal 









Our next whole school assembly with be held 

Friday 9th October! 
 

To allow the whole school to join… 

we are going to persist and try using WEBEX again ! 
 

 

 

For more information: please check Compass, Class Dojo, Google Classroom and Facebook. 

Wednesday 21st October 2020  

6pm 

’

 

Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions  

birthday cakes, party treats or gift bags 

are not permitted at TWPS. 
Thank you for understanding 







Hi everyone! 

Welcome back to Term 4! I am very excited to be 

seeing all our students again soon! 

A lot of the children I have chatted to are excited to 

be seeing their friends again and having those social 

connections. However, some children are worried 

that the break has changed their friendship groups.  

For children, having good social skills and having a 

large group of friends not only makes them feel 

good but also is very important for school success. 

Strong friendships are important for self-esteem 

and sense of belonging. Having friends doesn’t hap-

pen naturally for some kids, most need a little bit of 

help and guidance on how to make friends, share 

with them and cooperate. So, if your child is worried 

about seeing their old friends again or making new 

friends, here are some things to help! 

First, start up a positive discussion around friends, 

talk about how great it is and how it can make us 

feel good. Friends are those who say nice things, 

play with us and care about us. If the conversation 

goes well, start practicing good skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Role play: Practice scenarios where they can 

ask to join a game, or ask a friend to join 

them. Smile and say, “Hi my name is ____, 

what's yours? Encourage your kids to act 

friendly and open and then practice how to do 

it so it’s less scary when they try it at school. 

Think of good, friendly and polite questions 

they can use to break the ice.  

2. Role model: Show your children what it is to 

be a good friend, play games and read stories 

that emphasise sharing, patience and other 

important skills.  

3. Outside activities: Ask your children what 

they want to play, and encourage them to try 

it even if it’s a bit scary. Practice asking to join 

in a game. 

4. Compliments: Giving compliments is a won-

derful way to make friends, and can become a 

skill for life. Teach your kids what compli-

ments are and show examples of why we 

might do it.  

For example, “If I said your drawing was really good, 

would that make you happy? Can you think of 

something you could say that would make your 

friends happy?  

 

Find and accept their group: A child’s natural     

personality and temperament will mean they will 

have things they prefer. Help them think of  

something they enjoy doing and discuss who else 

can join them in the activity. When they find a place 

they belong they can find others who belong with 

them.  

The most important thing to emphasize to your 

child is that they can always count on their family 

for friendship and support. Knowing they have an 

ally in you, no matter what, can keep kids going dur-

ing tough times at school especially when friends 

get tough. 

 

Angelique Vardis 

Student Wellbeing 



 

Congratulations to  
Room 5  with 262  

 Dojo points !!! 
You are the class with the 
    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Term 4  Week 1  

Prep   Steven 

17  Dojos 

Grade 1/2   

Kabir 

38 Dojos  

Grade 3/4 
Kyesha 

11 Dojos 

Grade 5/6  

Alex, Dong & Dalena  

4 Dojos 

Top  

earner across 

the  school! 

Kabir 

38 Dojos 



Book Week 2020 
 

“ ”
 

Book Week Dress Up Day THURSDAY 22nd October 
 

This year asks your children to embrace the theme “Curious Creatures, Wild Minds”. 
This is an  opportunity to escape into another world where your child can be anything 

they want to be! Book week is a fantastic opportunity to celebrate their favourite 
characters from their favourite books by dressing up. Curious Creatures, Wild Minds 

invokes thoughts of nature, jungles, sea creatures and dinosaurs, of imaginary and 
mythological animals, and of adventurers, explorers and scientists. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are many great ideas out there in Google land with items you might already 

have in the cupboard or that you can be creative with. Let your imagination run 

wild!  

Unfortunately this year parents will be unable to attend & our parade will be run a 

little differently due to social distancing but I am sure there will still be lots of excite-

ment on the day seeing everyone’s  
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