
Mon 28 Mar Gr 5/6 Democracy Incursion 

Mon 4 Apr Hot Cross Bun Orders Due 

Tue 5 Apr Lalor District Athletics Carnival 

Wed 06 Apr 
Parent Teacher  ZOOM  Conferences 
(Students join the ZOOM conference 
with their Parent or Carer). 

Fri 08 Apr 
Last Day Term 1  
(Students dismissed at 1.15pm) 

Tue 26 Apr Term 2 Begins 

Tue 17 May 
Curriculum Day    
(Students do not attend School) 

Wed 04 May Lalor District Cross Country 

Thurs 05 May WHOLE  SCHOOL PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Respectful Relationships 
The Respectful Relationships whole-school approach 
recognises that schools are a workplace, a community hub 

and a place of learning. Everyone involved in our school 

community deserves to be respected, valued and treated 
equally. We know that changes in attitudes and behaviours 

can be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and 
equality are lived across the school community. 

 
This week Mrs Young and I had a 

conversation with our Grade 5/6 
students about the importance of 

respecting themselves and 
respecting others. Respect can be 

shown in a range of ways and is 

expressed by the language we use and the actions we take. 
Here at TWPS we strongly believe that everyone has the 
right to feel safe and comfortable at school, and by 

working together we can achieve this.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2022 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

No.8  25th March 2022 
 

From the Acting Assistant Principal  
They say time flies when you're having fun, and boy has 
this term flown! We find ourselves at the end of week 9, 

with two more weeks of Term 1 to go. This week we have 

had prospective parents tour our school to enrol their 
children in Prep for 2023. Mrs Young and I were so proud 
of how settled, focused and enthusiastic our students 

were in each grade. From tutoring sessions, to the 

creation of unique art work, we certainly have some 
talented teachers and students. I am sure you are all 
looking forward to hearing about your child’s learning 
achievements and goals during our upcoming Parent 

Student Teacher Zoom Conferences on Wednesday 6th 

April.  (Please remember, students are expected to 
participate in the Zoom Conference with their Parents or 
Carers). 
 

GRIP Student Leadership Conference 
Our Grade 4, 5 and 6 students attended the GRIP 

leadership conference on Thursday. The focus for this 
experience was to provide training, specifically on being a 
student leader for our school. (TWPS strongly believes in 

building the capacity of our young leaders and for this 
reason, pays for each child’s entry fee to attend the 
conference and half of the bus fare). What a privilege and 

an honour it is to be able to attend such an event. Our 
leaders were respectful, engaged and they lived by our 
school values. We have complete faith in their ability to 
put their new skills into practice, live our school values and 

lead by example.  

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


The Golden Snitch?  
I’d love to say I’m writing about how to win a game of 
Quidditch (Harry Potter reference) but 
unfortunately this isn't the case. A snitch 
is a term used to describe someone who 

has informed authorities about someone 
else’s actions. It is often used by criminals in gangster 
films. This term is grossly inappropriate for a school 

setting. Please encourage your children to continue to talk 

to their teachers about their problems or concerns; this is 
how we all work together to achieve success at school. 

 

Harmony Day 
 
 

 

 

On Monday, we celebrated Australia’s cultural diversity. 
Here at TWPS we are proud to say we value inclusiveness, 
respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. We loved 

seeing the beautiful colours representing different 

counties around the world. Our students wore them 
proudly. Check out the photos ON PAGE 3 in this 

newsletter! 

 

Did you know... 

• At TWPS we have over 34 nationalities and         

cultures  represented?  

• We have over 20 languages spoken alongside    

English? 

Birthday Reminder  
At TWPS we LOVE celebrating birthdays and 
making special memories. However, please 
remember that due to COVID protocols, we are 
unable to accept and distribute any lolly bags, 

birthday treats and present bags.   

As unfortunate as this is, we must 
prioritise the health and safety of all of 
our students and teacher. We thank 

you for your understanding.  

 
 

Toilet Trouble 
Unfortunately, the state of our toilets has been 

disappointing lately. We have had several occasions where 

students have reported wet toilet paper thrown on the 
walls and the floors. This is creating an unhygienic and 
unpleasant area for our students to use the bathroom. We 

are asking that you please talk to your child/
ren about the sensible use of the toilet 

space. We would expect that the same level 
of respect shown at home is replicated in 

our toilets here.  

Class Dojo 
Have you created your Class Dojo account yet? We 
are missing some parents and carers on Class Dojo, 
which means you are missing important  
announcements and information. You can also use it 

to communicate easily with your 

child’s teacher. If you need support 
with this, please let us know. We are 

available at the office to help you  
create an  account.  

 

Easter Raffle 

Stars of the Week 
Our amazing students have continued to WOW their 
teachers every single day. They have been resilient, 

kind, respectful and have strived to 

be their best with every learning 

task they have undertaken. Alt-
hough we miss seeing all of our 

parents and friends in person, we 
are pleased that we have been able to continue these 
celebrations over our PA system.  We know that you, 
too, have been encouraging your children to make 

good choices and we thank you for the ongoing  
support.  

Great work TWPS! 
On Thursday the students lived the values as they  

participated in another Emergency Management 
Practice Lockdown. Please remember that schools are 

required to practice our emergency management 
processes once a term. (There is no need to be 

alarmed). We would like to acknowledge how well 
our staff and students followed the protocols to     

ensure that everyone was safe. Also, using our new 

phone system, teachers were able to press a button 
to communicate to our office that 
they were safe. Much quicker 

than a phone call!  

Vanesa Trpcevski 

Acting Assistant Principal  

You may have received an Easter Raffle flyer this 

week. This year our Easter Raffle will look a little 

different as we carefully follow COVID safety  
protocols. Thomastown West P.S. will be providing 

the Easter eggs and to purchase a 
ticket, please purchase a raffle  

ticket for $1.00. The raffle will be 
drawn on Friday 8th of April—the 

last day of Term 1. Remember, you 

must be in attendance to collect 

the prize. 



 



 









Stars of the Week 
Term 1 - Week 9 

Sarah 2 For being a great listener and trying her best in the classroom.  

Giselle 3 For being a responsible class member and looking after class and personal be-

Yousef 5 
For being responsible with his learning by contributing to class discussions and 
staying on task when working at the table.  

Thayla  6 Trying her best to measure the length of various objects using informal units.  

Mia 19 
For challenging yourself this week in Maths by using a 30cm ruler to accurately 
measure the length of objects.  

Affan 20 Settling well into Grade 1 and always trying his best 

Amer 

 

Issam 

10 

For showing resilience when upset and walking away from the upsetting 
source. That was  
incredibly hard but very sensible.  
 

For striving to be your best with handwriting. Your efforts have paid off. Your 
handwriting has improved so much. I’m so proud of you, Issam.  
Keep striving to reach your next goal  

Noah 11 
For being a confident and fluent reader who can recall many  

interesting facts and details. 

Doaa 12 For striving to be her best and always asking for help if she needs it.  

Hazen  15 For striving to be his best and  participating in classroom discussions.  

Alexander 17 
For taking the initiative and showing communal responsibility as part of his 
leadership role. 

Christopher  18 
For consistently demonstrating responsibility and being a role model for his 

peers and wearing his school captain badge with pride.  

Claude  STEM:  Contributing fabulous ideas during this weeks STEM classes! 

Victoria rm 2  PE: For great team work during the recent soccer clinics  



Stars of the Week 
Term 1 - Week 9 

 

 

 

 



Hello everyone!  
 
When you ask parents what they want for their kids, what is usually the most common reply? 

They want their kids to be happy. Happier kids are more likely to be successful and 

accomplished adults and achieve more in life.  

So how do you raise happy kids?  

1. Give them plenty of play time: Children learn important life lessons through play with other 

children. It can be incredibly beneficial to allow children freedom to play, especially in an enriching 

environment like outside in a park.  

2. Take arguments and heavy discussions elsewhere: Kids brain develop at an extraordinary 

rate during childhood, and they usually understand more than they let on. When children see and 

hear about adult-like problems and uncertainties it can negatively affect their mental health, making 

them worried and insecure.  

3. Don’t compare them to others: Accept your child for who they are. Your child is trying their best. 

Comparing them to other children and putting pressure on them to be someone else can ruin a child’s 

self-esteem and sense of self.  

4. Don’t be afraid of negative emotions: All children will have outbursts of ‘negative’ emotions 

such as anger, envy, sadness etc.. These are normal emotions, and it is not helpful to punish children 

for having them. A better way to handle these emotions is to help children deal  with these emotions 

5. Give children a sense of responsibility: It is important to allow children to complete 

responsibilities and feel like they are making a difference in the family. But you must also allow a child 

to make mistakes without punishment in this responsibility.  Allow children to take chances and learn 

resilience and learn to do things on their own.  

6. Create happy memories: Have lots of family time and take time to have fun together. Routines 

such as family dinner every  night or regularly scheduling time to have fun like going to the zoo having 

dance parties at home can greatly improve a child’s happiness.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Angelique Vardis 

Student Wellbeing 



Term 1  Week 9  Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           

The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 87% 84% Room 9 78% 80% 

Room 3 70% 62% Room 10 82% 90% 
Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 67% 76% 

Room 5 72% 80% Room 12 77% 79% 

Room  6 88% 85% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 86% 82% Room 15 56% 80% 

Room 20 79% 85% Room 17 46% 79% 

      Room 18 46% 82% 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 

better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:



 

Congratulations to  

Room 19 with  

304 Dojo points  

You are the class with the 

    highest number of  dojos  

this week! 

Top Dojo Earners  

of   Term 1 

Week 9 

Prep Jasmina 

10  Dojos 

Grade 

1/2 
Aryan & Desmond  

12 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Alex K 

28  Dojos 

Grade 

5/6 

Hassan 

16 Dojos 

Top  

earner across 

the  school! 

Alex K 

28 Dojos 





TWPS Fundraising 

 

Our annual Easter fundraiser has kicked off!  

For every 6 pack of Hot Cross Buns you order,  

Bakers Delight Rivergum will give $2 to our school.  

The more buns you purchase the more profit TWPS makes.   

Please fill out your order form and bring it  

back to the office by Monday 4th April.  

Orders will be ready to collect from TWPS  on 

Thursday 7th April 2022. 

Thomastown West Primary Easter Raffle 
 

This year Thomastown West PS will provide the Easter eggs and 
chocolate. (In 2022 families will not be required to donate eggs)  

To assist our school with the 2022 Easter Raffle… 

We ask parents and carers to purchase a Raffle ticket 

(Raffle tickets will be sent out next week to families) 

Hampers will be made for each classroom 
 

The raffle will be drawn on Friday 8th April 
End of Term 1. Students must be in attendance to collect prize. 



Little Diggers Outdoor After School Club for Primary Schoolers 

Craft + Physical Activities 

Join our fun and fantastic ‘Little Diggers’ outdoor after- school club!  

Where: Thomastown Library- Courtyard  

When: Thursdays 3.30pm- 5pm 

Activities: Craft and Physical Activities (Games like ‘hide and seek’ and ‘duck duck goose’) 

Cost: Free Please note, children must be accompanied by an adult. 





FRIENDLY REMINDER: ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR HATS AT PLAY TIMES 





 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 







 

UNIFORM SHOP OPENING HOURS 



 







What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  




