
Mon 21 Mar 
HARMONY DAY! 
Students wear ORANGE to school 
(Out of uniform day) 

Thu 24 Mar GRIP Student Leaders Conference  

Mon 28 Mar Gr 5/6 Democracy Incursion 

Wed 06 Apr 
Parent Teacher  ZOOM  Conferences 
(Students join the ZOOM conference 
with their Parent or Carer). 

Fri 08 Apr 
Last Day Term 1  
(Students dismissed at 1.15pm) 

Tue 26 Apr Term 2 Begins 

Tue 17 May 
Curriculum Day    
(Students do not attend School) 

Thurs 05 May WHOLE  SCHOOL PHOTOS. 

Strategy Games Club at the Hub 
We are so thrilled that the Strategy Games Club at the Hub 
is steadily growing in numbers and students at TWPS are 
being exposed to a variety of rich critical thinking, problem 
solving, strategy games. Students have been learning how 

to play (and Mrs Young highly recommends ☺) Settlers of 

Catan, Dragonwood, King Domino, Citadels and Mrs 
Young’s (current favourite) for the experienced strategists, 
Living Forest. We encourage you this weekend, to grab a 

game from the cupboard and play it with your children. 
WHY? Listed below are some of the Benefits Your Children 

Get From Playing Board Games: 

1. Board games offer opportunities for early learning. 

2. They get older kids' brains buzzing, too “Strategy games are 

useful in helping the frontal lobes of the brain develop,” 

says Beatrice Tauber Prior, Psy.D., a clinical psychologist “Those 

frontal lobes are responsible for executive function skills, which 

include planning, organizing, and making good decisions." 

3. They boost their language skills. 

4. They sharpen your child's focus. 

5. They teach the value of teamwork. 

6. Board games soothe anxiety. 

7. They show kids how to be a good loser. (We don’t always win) 

8. Board games are a great way to unplug and strengthen   

    relationships. 
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From the Principal Team 
Getting ready for NAPLAN 
NAPLAN is a national literacy and numeracy assessment 

that students in years 3 and 5 sit in May each year. 
NAPLAN assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that 
students are learning and allows you to see how your child 
is progressing.  
 

On Thursday our students sat their first practice test. This 

is an important step in preparing for NAPLAN. It ensures 

that our systems are ready to go, and more importantly, 
that our students are familiar with the online platform. 

Next Thursday we will participate in the state-wide practise 

test.  
 

Parent Student Teacher Conference Meetings 
Have you booked your Parent Student Teacher 

Conference yet? Only 25% of our Parents and Carers have 

locked in their appointments with Compass! Please log into 
Compass and book your appointment as soon as possible 
or visit or call the TWPS Office, if you require assistance. 

 Looking forward to 
seeing everyone wear 

orange on Monday to 

acknowledge and     

celebrate HARMONY 

at TWPS! 
 

Sandi      & Vanesa 

Young  Trpcevski 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Congratulations to our 

2022 leaders! 



Student Voice Captains 











Hello everyone!  
 

Living On The Autism Spectrum  # Part 3 
 

Through the eyes of an eleven-year-old autistic student 
 
In this newsletter, I would like to share the third and final article on the lived experience of Autism. 

 
What You Need To Know 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. When you know one person with Autism, you know one person with Autism, because we are all 
different, with different strengths and challenges. 
 
2. Please don’t expect Autistic people to always make eye contact, because we can find looking and 
listening at the same time difficult. If you want us to listen and to be able to process what you are saying, 
don’t make us look at you. 

 
3. Please give Autistic people extra time to answer questions, because we often have a problem 
processing quickly. Sometimes it can take us up to a minute to process what you have said or asked before 
we can reply. If we feel pressured to answer a question we will answer with a quick short answer  for 
example, “I don’t know”, “yes”, “no” or “maybe” and often this isn’t our real answer. We do this because 
we know we have to give an answer and a quick answer will reduce our stress. 

 
4. Do not believe it when you read that Autistic people lack empathy! We feel life intensely and we are 
affected greatly when we see and hear other people being hurt. 

 
5. Do not believe it when you read that Autistic people don't want or need friends, we want to have 
friends, we just have trouble understanding how to make and keep friends.  

 
6. Autistic people often find getting organised very difficult, because we struggle with executive 
functioning. We are not being difficult or lazy, we just can’t process quickly. If you give us extra time or a 
list of written instructions we can get ourselves organized. 

 
7. It helps Autistic people if you limit choices and if you are specific with our choices. We often find 
choices overwhelming and are worried we will either make a bad choice or a mistake. We also need time 
to think about our choices before we can decide what we want to do. 

 
8. When you talk to an Autistic person please be as clear and as specific as possible, because we find 
abstract language hard to understand. We often take what you say literally and we don’t understand 
sarcasm and idioms. For example, if you say ‘You can say that again’ instead of thinking you agree with us, 
we will think you want us to repeat what we just said and we will say it again. 



 9.  You shouldn't give Autistic people too many verbal instructions because many of us are  
visual learners and verbal information takes us longer to process. We may also forget some of the 
things you have said and then we get frustrated because we make mistakes. 

 

10.  The Autistic Community is a group of the strongest, most resilient and coolest people on  Earth. 
 

11. The Four most important things to people with Autism are Love, Understanding,  
Patience  and Acceptance. 
 

If You Would Like to Know More About Autism I recommend taking a look at 

https://suelarkey.com.au/. Sue Larkey is an Autism practitioner who has worked with Autistic children 
for over 30 years. She shares Tip Sheets, Podcasts and Courses on all aspects of Autism on her site. 

 
You can also contact Miss G (Gurleen Gogia - Student Welfare Officer) or Mrs Peterson (Gita Peterson - 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator) at TWPS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gita Peterson 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator 
 

https://suelarkey.com.au/








FRIENDLY REMINDER: ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR HATS AT PLAY TIMES 







 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 









 

OUR UNIFORM SHOP 

 



 







What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  




