
Mon 14 Mar 
Labour day Public Holiday 
(Students do not attend School) 

Tue 15 Mar 
Curriculum Day    
(Students do not attend School) 

Fri 18 Mar 
FACEBOOK LIVE Assembly 2:35pm 
Leadership badge presentation 

Thu 24 Mar GRIP Student Leaders Conference  

Mon 28 Mar Gr 5/6 Democracy Incursion 

Wed 06 Apr 
Parent Teacher  ZOOM  Conferences 
(Students join the ZOOM conference 
with their Parent or Carer). 

Fri 08 Apr 
Last Day Term 1  
(Students dismissed at 1.15pm) 

Tue 26 Apr Term 2 Begins 

Tue 17 May 
Curriculum Day    
(Students do not attend School) 

Program Day When 

Young Voices in Media Monday 1:30pm -   2:15pm 

STEAM Tuesday 1:30pm -   2:15pm 

FUN READING CLUB Thursday 10:50am - 11:20am 

STRATEGIC BOARD 
GAMES 

Thursday 1:30pm –   2:15pm 

Koorie Kids Club Friday 2:15pm –   3:00pm 

Parent Student Teacher ZOOM Conferences  
 

When:  Wednesday 6th April 2022 
Who:   Students,  Parents/Carers and the teacher  
What:  A valuable opportunity to discuss your child’s  
  learning and share thoughts about your  

  child’s progress during remote learning. 

Students join their Parent or Carer for the ZOOM interview/
conference. Please check out page 2, 3 and 4 for the 
instructions about how to book your Parent Student 

Teacher Conference Meeting. 
 

If you require support in selecting an interview time or 
accessing Compass, please call the school on 9465 4317. 
 

Student Leadership at TWPS 
Thomastown West Primary School is committed to  
providing student leadership opportunities for our    

students. We have recently elected our new student 
leaders: the Student Voice Team, the Student 
Representative leaders and the Class Captains.  We look 
forward to presenting the students with their leadership 

badges  leaders at a Facebook Live whole school assembly 
next week, Friday 18th March 2022. Each leader may 
invite 1 parent to watch the badge presentation at TWPS. 
We invite all members of our community to attend and 

celebrate with us online.  
 

Congratulations to our student leaders listed on the next 
page. We are very proud of you! Thank you for 

consistently living our school values. We are confident that 
you will be excellent role models! 
 

Thomastown West Community Hub 
Great news! The Thomastown West Community Hub’s 
programs have resumed: 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Today, information and permission notices were sent home 

with students who are involved in different Hub Clubs that 
run during play times.  
 

 

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much."   
          Helen Keller 
Vanesa Trpcevski 
Acting Assistant Principal 

2022 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

 

 

No.6   11th March 2022 

From the Assistant Principal 
Hi everyone! My goodness we have had another busy  
week. If you have not seen me in the yard before school, I 
have been in the office with Mrs Sheean reorganising plans 
(that were made the day before), because we have had 

last minute cancellations with the casual teachers that had 
been booked. Mrs Young has written previously about the  
staffing shortage, and it has continued to be a challenge at 
TWPS this week! I genuinely look forward to meeting many 

more parents and carers in the coming weeks. I am outside 

after school most afternoons. Please do not hesitate to 
come and introduce yourself! 
 

I have to admit a highlight of the week has been the 

Student Support Group meetings. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed working in partnership with students and their 
parents or carers, classroom  teachers and aides to discuss 

the progress made with student’s Individual Education 

Plans and Behaviour Support Plans. It’s also a time where 
new goals are set and for students to strive to be their 
best! 
 

Long Weekend Reminder  
The school will be closed next Monday 14th March for the 

annual Labour Day Holiday and Tuesday 15th March has 
been endorsed as a Curriculum Day (Staff Training Day). 
Please remember, students will not be in attendance on 

this day. School will be back to normal operation on 
Wednesday 16th March. We sincerely hope that this four 
day weekend affords all families a short ‘midterm mini 
break’!  

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au










 

 

 

 

O n  T u e s d a y  s t u d e n t s  w a t c h e d  a  l i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e  w h i c h  s h o w e d  h o w  t o  r e g u l a t e  
t h e i r  e m o ti o n s  a n d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n  a  p o s i ti v e  w a y .  I t  e x p l o r e d  s t r a t e g i e s  
f o r  t h e  s a f e  u s e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  b u l l y i n g  a n d  g e tti n g  t h e  
r i g h t  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  s c r e e n  ti m e ,  s l e e p ,  e x e r c i s e  a n d  f a c e - t o - f a c e   
c o m m u n i c a ti o n .  



Term 1 - Week 7 

Jasmina  2 
For showing empathy by understanding how her peers are feeling 
and helping them to feel better.  

Ali 3 For showing resilience each morning and starting school in a posi-

Afanseh  5 For being respectful and kind  to others in the classroom and during 

Aryan 6 For doing great listening and always striving to be his best.  

Saliha 19 For having a positive attitude and always striving to be her best. 

Elissa 20 
For always being helpful around the classroom, and making good 
choices.  

Natahlia 9 For the brilliant sentences she constructed in her narrative writing! 

Milly M 10 
For having a positive attitude and striving to do her best with all her 
work . 

Olivia  11 
For her excellent attitude to school and learniFor her excellent  
attitude to school and learning and always giving 100 % in all 
that  she does.  

Sahar 12 
For ‘Striving to do her best’ and producing some fantastic work   
during narrative writing.  

Chelsea  15 
For striving to be her best and coming up with great ideas for her 
writing.  

Mosa  17 
For showing resilience and a growth mindset to produce work to 
the best of his ability.  

Mason 18 
For demonstrating resilience and striving to do his best with his 
writing.  

Ibrahim  PE: Great participation in the junior school clinic. 

Waverly  Art: For always being a superstar in Art! 

Stars of the Week 



Stars of the Week 
 

Term 1 - Week 7 

 

 

 



Hello everyone!  
 

Living On The Autism Spectrum  # Part 2 
Through the eyes of an eleven year old autistic student 

 
 
Hello Everyone, 

In this newsletter, I would like to continue sharing information about Autism. 

 

The Cause 

 

Although there is no single known cause for Autism, people keep saying ridiculous things like vaccines, 5G, 
bad parenting, your diet or the environment cause it. Even though it is a form of neurodiversity and you are 
born with it and you can’t catch or develop it. 

The most common misunderstanding is that vaccines cause Autism. The reason why people think this is 
because a stupid man call Andrew Wakefield lied about his research in 1998 and said the measles and 
mumps vaccine caused Autism. However, when he was asked to prove his research he couldn’t, because he 
had lied, he made up his research because he was being paid by lawyers to say it was true for a court case. 
When he was caught lying he lost his doctor’s licence. No scientists or doctors have ever been able to prove 
that vaccines cause autism. 

Scientists and doctors do believe Autism may be genetic which means you might inherit it from your parents 
or grandparents. 

The Cure 

 

Autism is not a disease and does not need a cure! Autistic people just need understanding, support, 
acceptance and inclusion, so please respect us. 

 

 

 



I’m a Kid, Not a Diagnosis 

I am an eleven year old boy who loves animating, coding, and gaming. I have my own Youtube channel, 
which I use to make sense of the world, vent my frustrations, and share my creativity and sense of hu-
mour. I love riding my bike and scooter, reading, telling jokes and making puns, memes, comic strips and 
cartoons. I enjoy jumping on my trampoline, spending time outside in our garden and playing with my 
dogs, Molly and Cody. I also enjoy rock climbing, high ropes courses, swimming underwater, going on 
roller coasters that freak my Mum out, beating my Dad at computer games, spending time with my 
Grandma and building amazing creations with Lego.  

Adults get to define who they are, but as a kid, I am often defined by others, and I do not want to be de-
fined as “The Autistic, Anxious kid.” I just want to be known as Sean. 

Often Autism is painted in a negative light, a stigma is attached to the diagnosis and parents are often 
afraid when paediatricians mention Autism. But the truth is, Autism is not wrong or bad. Autism is simp-
ly a difference in how the brain works and processes information. It can impact people in a variety of 
ways, some more significantly than others. But Autism does NOT mean a person will never be happy, will 
never speak or communicate through non-verbal means, will never have a job, or will never have a fami-
ly of their own. It may take time, but talking about and viewing Autism in a more positive way can be 
helpful in better understanding us, accepting us for who we are, supporting and advocating for us, and 
most importantly helping us better understand and appreciate ourselves.  

Below is my personal experience of being Autistic: 

• I don’t think like everyone else 

• I have a unique perspective on life 

• I am a very good judge of character 

• I am artistic, creative and think outside the 
box 

• I am resilient 

• I try new things even when they make me 
anxious 

• I have a great sense of humour 

• I am a problem solver 

• I am caring and have lots of empathy 

• I don’t give up even when life is hard 

• I have excellent observation skills and  
always take notice of what is happening 
around me 

• I am accepting of other people who are  
different 

• I pay attention to detail when I am  
creating animations, stories, Legos and 
drawing 

• I am very good at coding and animating 

• I am passionate about my interest 

• I get judged for being different 
• I find it hard to make and keep friends 

• Some kids won’t even go near me just   
because I have autism 

• I worry about my past mistakes most of the 
time, and I find it hard to forgive myself 

• I feel like the world is against me 







FRIENDLY REMINDER: ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR HATS AT PLAY TIMES 



 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 







 

OUR UNIFORM SHOP 

 





 











What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  




