
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

2023 TERM DATES 

Mon 27 Feb 
Preps  begin full time and now attend 
Wednesdays 

Thurs 
Fri 

2&3 
Mar 

Glasses for Kids Testing (prep to 3) 
 

Fri 3 Mar Whole School Assembly 2:30pm 

Tue 
 

7 Mar 
FREE Brainstorm Production  
(Whole School Wellbeing Incursion) 

Fri 10 Mar Year level TEAM Assembly 2:30pm 

Mon 13 Mar 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school 

Fri 17Mar Whole school assembly 2:30pm 

Fri 24 Mar Year levels TEAM Assembly 2:30pm 

Thurs 28 Mar 
GRIP Leadership Conference  5/6  
(Leadership students only)  

Wed 5 Apr 

Student/Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 
Students only attend school at the time 
of their conference meeting. 

Mon 24 Apr 
Staff  Professional  Practice Planning  Day 

Students do not attend school 

Tue 13 June 
Curriculum Day 3 
Students do not attend school 

Thu 14 Sept 

Student/Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences 
Students only attend school at the time 
of their conference meeting. 

Mon  6 Nov 
**NEW** Students attend school the 
Monday before Melbourne Cup  
Public Holiday. 

Tue 19 Dec 
Curriculum Day 4 
Students do not attend school 

2023 IMPORTANT DATES: 

Term Starting date Finishing date 

Term 1 Tues  31 Jan Thurs    6 April 

Term 2 Wed  26 April  Fri      23 June 

Term 3 Mon  10 July  Fri      15 Sept 

Term 4 Mon    3 Oct  Tues  20 Dec 

No.4 24th February 2023 
 

From the Principal 
 

We’ve had another fabulous week at TWPS! Thank you 
to the lovely Mums who have been volunteering and 

supporting our school by selling icy poles at lunch time. 
During this warm weather, it is very much appreciated. 
 

Would you like to help or support our students at TWPS? 
We’d love to have you! Did you know that Parents 

require a Working with Children Check (WWCC) if they 
are attending a camp,  excursions and volunteering in 
the school e.g.: classroom reading, literacy groups, 
garden club, etc.  Applying for a WWC is done online and 

is free if you click on the 'volunteer' 
category. Please note: Parents must 

have a Working with Children Check 
card before they can volunteer in 

our school.   
 

 http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 
 

Attendance  
Attendance is not only a whole school goal for TWPS, all 
schools in Victoria are focusing on improving our 

students attendance post Covid! So far this year has 
been pleasing, I hope that this continues throughout 
the year. Remember, every moment that your child 
misses at school, they miss out on valuable learning 

experience. Every day of learning counts! If your child is 
going to be away, please call the office or provide a note 
to your child’s classroom teacher.  
 

Arrive on time, ready to learn, at quarter to nine! 
Thank you to the families and students who have 

improved with their arrival time at TWPS. Gates open at 

8:30am and learning begins at 8:45am. We still have a 
large percentage of students arriving between 8:50 and 

9:05am. Consider this: Five to twenty minutes of learning 
missed each day can add up to 25-100 minutes of 

learning missed each week and 4 - 16 hours of learning 
missed during a term!! We can do better. ☺  
 

School Crossing Reminder  
A reminder to our families to use our school crossings 
where possible. Due to the amount of traffic surrounding 
our schools at drop off and pick up times our school 
crossings are the safest place to cross. Near misses are 

occurring daily and therefore we encourage everyone to 
use the allocated crossings. If your child walks to school 
please remind them to use the school crossing.  

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au


Lunch Box Contents 
Students are encouraged to pack a fresh and nutritious 
lunch box to support their health and wellbeing. We are 
noticing some lunch boxes coming to school full of        
pre-packaged food, which is contributing to a littering 

issue at lunch time and recess. At School Council we 
spoke about how to reduce food that is packaged 

coming to school and utilising 

lunch boxes to store the food. 
Our student leadership teams 
will discuss this further and we 
will update you with our plans 

to move forward. 
 

At 10am daily all students are 
encouraged to eat a piece of fruit or vegies for ‘Brain 
food’ and to keep energy levels up for optimal learning 
to occur. While a treat in the lunch box is no problem at 

all, a lunch box of only treat foods is not ideal. 
 

On page 4 and we have some suggestions for keeping 
lunch box contents healthy and achievable. 
 

Clearly naming your snack and lunch boxes will ensure 
they are returned to the correct owner when misplaced. 

 

Student Footwear 
The best footwear for students to wear to school, is the 

best quality footwear suitable for active play, that 
parents can afford. Good quality runners or school 
schools are preferable to boots or slip on shoes. A 
growing foot requires adequate support and cushioning 

through the day. 
 

Mobile Phone Policy 
If your child is bringing a device to school, parents are 

asked to notify the office or the classroom teacher so 
that these can be stored in a locked cabinet in the Office 

for safe keeping, in line with Government policy. The 
school takes no responsibility for valuables brought to 

school. 
 

Naming Student Clothing 
A significant factor in returning lost property to students 

is having everything clearly named. It is particularly 
important to name polo shirts, jackets, jumpers and hats 
so these can be returned easily. These items eventually 

end up lost property in the Office. Please check your 
child’s uniform this weekend.  
 
 

  

Medication Authority Form  
Staff are unable to administer medication without 

written consent. Staff can only administer medication if 

a parent gives written notification. Please note staff do 
not administer non-prescription medication such as 

Panadol or vitamins.  
 

A request to Administer Medication form can be 
accessed from Suzi or Sakina in the school office or on 

page 5 and 6. 
 

School Uniform 

Did you know it was our TWPS School Council (from the 
past) that developed our school’s dress code that we 
believe provides a range of choices for students and is 
cost effective for families. 

Our School Uniform aims to: 

✓ foster a sense of community and belonging and 

encourages students to develop pride in their 
appearance and our school  

✓ support Thomastown West Primary School’s 

commitment to ensuring that our students feel equal 
and are dressed safely and appropriately for school 
activities.  

✓ reduce student competition on the basis of clothing  

✓ to ensure our student dress code aligns with 

Department of Education Sun Smart requirements 

✓ enhance the profile and identity of the school and its 

students within the wider community.   
 

Wearing our school uniform is like a badge of honour, it 
creates an identity for our school and is an important 
feature of being a member of our school community. 
 

If your child is wearing the uniform correctly, we thank 
you.  We request that ask each family to look closely at 
what their child is wearing and ensure: 

1. She/he doesn’t wear other coloured leggings or 

other coloured pants. Blue or white leggings ideally are 
worn only under a dress, not black or patterned. 

2. She/he doesn’t wear a long-sleeved top that is not 

red, navy blue or white. 

3. She/he doesn’t wear a coloured t shirt under the 

polo top. 

4. Wear a hat that is not a SunSmart school hat. 

Please make the necessary change/s. 
 

The uniform shop is open Tuesday afternoons from 
1pm to 4pm.  If you can’t make it to the uniform shop, 

you could collect a form from the office and return with 
payment, so the goods can then be taken home by your 

child. 
 

Please contact the Office or speak to Miss G if you 

require support or uniform vouchers from State School 
Relief. 
 

Thank you in anticipation 
 

Assembly next week! 
Weather permitting, we will hold our first whole school 

assembly OUTSIDE on Friday 3rd March where we will 
present our House Captains and Class Captains with 
their leadership badges. Parents and Carers are most 
welcome to attend this very special occasion.  

“Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to you 

without leaving happier.” 

 

Sandi Young 
Principal 
 

 

 
 



All year 
round 

Thomastown West Primary School compulsory 
school uniform items are as follows: 

is navy blue. 
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BEFORE SCHOOL CARE from 7am 

Front Gate opens at 8:30am 

1. 
2. 

3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 



TWPS School Council Elections 

2023 
School Council Elections are held each year. I have  included the Schedule 3 2022 Notice 

of Election and Call for Nominations for School Council, a nomination form and some           
frequently asked questions about School Council with this Newsletter. There are a        

number of  vacancies so I hope you will consider supporting the school by joining School 

Council.  

 

Would you like to  know more about School Council: 

✓ It is a legally formed body that is given powers to set the key directions of a school. 

✓ Is the major governing body of the school  

✓ Plays an important role in school accountability and  improvement processes  

✓ Endorses the key school planning, evaluation and reporting documents  

✓ All School Council decision-making takes place within a framework of legislated powers, 

Ministerial Orders, directions, guidelines and DET policy objectives  

✓ Assist in the efficient governance of the school  

✓ Ensure students’ best interests are primary  

✓ Enhance the educational opportunities for students  

✓ Ensure compliance with relevant legislation and regulations Fundamental Function Es-

tablish the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's community  

✓ Participate in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan  

✓ Develop, review and update school policies  

✓ Develop, review and monitor the Student Engagement Policy and the School Dress Code  

✓ Raise funds for school-related purposes  

✓ Approve the annual budget and monitor expenditure  

✓ Maintain the school’s grounds and facilities  

✓ Enter into contracts (e.g. cleaning, construction work)  

✓ Report annually to the school community and to DEECD  

✓  Generally, stimulate interest in the school in the wider community 



Membership Category Term of Office Number of positions 

 Parent Member 

  

From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2023 

and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2023 

  

3  

Community Member 
From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2023 

and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2023 
1 

 DET  Employee 
From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2023 

and  inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2023 
1 

Schedule 3  
 
 

2023 Notice of Election and Call for Nominations for School Council 
 

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Thomastown West Primary School. 
 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00pm on Friday 24th   
February 2023. 
 
 
 

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school by  

Friday  3rd March 2023.  If a ballot is necessary, it will close at 4.00 pm on Friday 10th March 2023. 
 
 
 

The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open 

for election are as follows: 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                             
 

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for 

further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.  
 

Sandi Young  
 

The categories of membership explained: 
 

1. A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from  this            

category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent  members at their 

child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 
2. A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more than          

one-third of the total membership of School Council. The principal of the school is automatically one of 

these members. 

3. An optional Community member category - members are co-opted by a decision of the council  be-
cause of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be  Community 

members. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires 

each year, creating vacancies for the annual School Council elections. 
 

Why is Parent membership so important? 
 

Parents on School Councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the    
direction of the school. 

 Those parents who become active on a School Council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may 

also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 
 

How can you become involved? 
 

The easiest way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only 
held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. This way you have input into 

who will be representing you.   
 

 

The other way is to nominate yourself or nominate someone you would like to see on council. 



School Council Elections 2023 

 
 

Schedule 5A: Self-nomination Form for Parent Member Category 

 

I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/guardian representative on the        

Thomastown West Primary School Council. 

  

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  

Residential address:    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

   

Home telephone: ………………………………       Business telephone …………………………… 

  

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………………………...……… 

  

I am the parent/guardian of …………………………………who is/are currently enrolled at this school. 

  

I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training.      Yes / No      (please circle) 

  

I am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above-named School Council.  

 

I hereby declare that I am not an undischarged bankrupt and that I am not currently serving a sen-

tence for an indictable offence. 

  

Signature of Candidate ……………………………………………………………..  Date      /     / 

 

  

You will be notified when your nomination has been received. 

 

➢ Personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the School Council election  

nomination process. The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate. 

Your personal information may be disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement 

of voting or at any time up to one year from the declaration of the poll. 



FRIENDLY REMINDER:  

ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR  

SCHOOL HATS WHEN OUTSIDE. 

If your child has lost their hat, they can be purchased at the office for $14.  



WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

BASKET BALL COURT 
TEAM ASSEMBLY 

In your child’s building 

Friday  17th February   Friday  10th February   

Friday 3rd March Friday  24th February   

Friday 17th March Friday  10th March 

Friday 31st March Friday 24th March 

S.R.C News 
On Thursday 30th March we will be having a fundraiser for the National Day of Action Against Bullying 
and Violence. On this day, you will need to dress up as your favourite superhero and take a stand against 
bullying. There will also be a dollar coin donation going fully towards  schools in Australia to support  
behaviour and bullying programs to keep everyone from feeling unsafe. This program will be able to  
assist students on how to  show responsibility over their actions. A dollar on this day will keep the bullies 
away. 

➢ Date: Thursday 30th March 

➢ Donation: A gold coin 

➢ Mission: Dress up as your favourite superhero and take a stand     

against bullying. 
 
 

 





Term 1  Week 5 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 

better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

 

 

Prep Last Week  This Week Year 3/4 Last Week  This Week 

Room 2 63% 64% Room 9 83% 87% 

Room 3 71% 69% Room 10 89% 88% 
Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 65% 70% 

Room 4 65% 73% Room 12 80% 84% 

Room  5 74% 80% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 6 80% 73% Room 15 85% 86% 

   Room 16 72% 70% 

   Room 17 81% 70% 

      Room 18 81% 79% 



Term 1 Week 5 

Congratulations to Room 02 with 140 Dojo Points  

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this week! 

 

 
Prep 

Isabel, Raika & John 

10 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Khadija 

8 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Noah 

8 Dojo Points  

Grade 5/6 
Saad 

8 Dojo Points  

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
Isabel, Raika & John 

10 Dojo Points 

Pancake Tuesday 

 



Hello everyone! 

 

Please enjoy the recipe of the week!  

If you make them we would love to see them!  Email your photos to Thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au 





 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Every Wednesday and Friday your child can order a lunch order. 

➢ Lunch orders can only be ordered via the School Connect App.  

➢ Cut off time is 8.30 am  









Invitation 
Let’s Dance! 

 

TWPS Students are invited to perform  

at the Promisetown Picnic & Markets, Sat 4th March 1- 5pm. 
 

Thomastown Neighbourhood House is excited to announce that the PROMI-
SETOWN PICNIC & MARKETS will return on Saturday 4th March!  The day will 
feature: Nepalese & Vietnamese performances, multicultural drumming and a 
big community dance workshop for young and old!   

TWPS Students are invited to perform the “High Hopes” dance on the commu-
nity stage at 3pm.  Also dancing will be Thomastown Primary School and 
many members of the local community. 

If you would like to learn the dance at home, here is the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNJFORsSFic 
 

Entry is free and everyone is encouraged to bring a picnic and some cash for 
bargains at the markets- selling hand- made crafts, trash and treasure.   The 
Promisetown Picnic is full of activities for children including puppet making, 
fairy wings workshop, face painting and an amazing circus show! 

FREE Event for all the family. 

Date: Sat 4th March 

Time: 1-5pm 

Venue:  TRAC (Thomastown Recreation Aquatic Centre) Outdoor Play Area, 52-
54 Main St, Thomastown 

The Promisetown Picnic is supported by the City of Whittlesea Community 
Event Funding Program.  Special thanks to TRAC for being home to the Promi-
setown Picnic. 
 

LINKS: Promisetown Picnic & Walking Thomastown Trailer: 

 https://youtu.be/8oLBPswrJjs  (made by Chris Preuss) 
 

 Website: www.tnh.org.au 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNJFORsSFic
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/youtu.be/8oLBPswrJjs__;!!FEfCfsIi8c9YeDm7lQ!INhnnBc0xCg1XeXVzPcvngemZ5uuU-OkRLSJa3RNto4y5-FXs1c8WsoQFOUUL3e5cqr-LBgt1-Sdqq_eGIAruRskv66h-rG_$
http://www.tnh.org.au







