
2022 IMPORTANT DATES: 

2023 IMPORTANT DATES 

From the Principal  
After an incredibly busy and successful Term 4, we have 
finally reached the last newsletter of the school year! The 
students and the staff are all definitely ready for their 
break! Ms Trpcevski and I are extremely proud of the 

improvements our school has undergone this year.  Mr 
James Crotti (new Assistant Principal) and I are very much 
looking forward to continuing this work in 2023! 
 
 

GREAT NEWS!!! 

From 31st January 2023, our KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL 
CARE will begin at TWPS each day from 7am - 8:30am. 

More information can be found on page 2 and online via: 

https://oshc.kidsco.net.au/oshc-thomastown/ 
PLEASE NOTE: Next year, TWPS will no longer run our 
traditional Breakfast Club and only the students who 
attend  KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL CARE will be permitted 

onsite before 8:30am.  
Parents and Carers may use the car park entrance to walk 
their children to the TWPS multipurpose room to drop 
their children at KidsCo before School Care between 7am 

and before 8:30am. As a result, the front school gates will 

only be opened for students to enter the school grounds 
at 8:30am next year. 

Mon 19 Dec Year 6 Graduation 

Tue 20 Dec 
Last Day of Term 4 2022 
Whole School Assembly 12.00pm 
School Finishes at 1.15pm  

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone: 9465 4317               No.40  16th December 2022 

2023 TERM DATES 
Term Starting date Finishing date 

Term 1 Tues  31 Jan Thurs    6 April 

Term 2 Wed  26 April  Fri      23 June 

Term 3 Mon  10 July  Fri      15 Sept 

Term 4 Mon    3 Oct  Tues  20 Dec 

Curriculum Day 1 Fri 27 Jan 
Students do not attend school 
**KidsCo is providing outside of school hours care at TRAC**  

Curriculum Day 2 Mon 30 Jan 
Students do not attend school 
**KidsCo is providing outside of school hours care at TWPS**  

Term 1 begins: Grades 1—6 Tues 31 Jan 
Grades 1 - 6 Arrive on time, ready to learn at quarter to nine 
*KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL CARE begins at TWPS 7am-8:30am* 

Term 1 begins: Prep Students Thur  2  Feb 
Welcome to our NEW PREPS!   
Remember, our school gates open at 8:30am 

Student/Parent/Teacher            
Conferences 

Wed 5 April 
Reporting to Parents 
Students only attend school at the time of their conference meeting. 

Staff  Professional  Practice 
Planning  Day 

Mon 24 April Students do not attend school 

Curriculum Day 3 Tues 13 May Students do not attend school 

Student/Parent/Teacher                    
Conferences 

Thur 14 Sept 
Reporting to Parents 
Students only attend school at the time of their conference meeting. 

**NEW**UPDATED** Mon 6 Nov 
Monday before Melbourne Cup Public Holiday:  
Students attend school. 

Curriculum Day 4 Tues 19 Dec Students do not attend school 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au




THANK YOU!!!! 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the 

amazing staff at Thomastown West who literally go above 
and beyond what is required, each and every day!  I offer 
my genuine and sincere thanks to the extremely 
dedicated and hard working teachers, our caring 

Wellbeing team, Education Support staff and Office 
dynamic duo for their very genuine efforts to nurture and 
support the individual needs of all of our students and 
families. 

To our wonderful parents, carers and school community, 
thank you all for a fabulous 2022! At Thomastown West, 
we believe in a authentic partnership between parents, 
carers and the school that enhances student learning and 

wellbeing. Special thanks to our wonderful parent/carer 
helpers who kindly support our school to effectively run 
our programs and events. We simply cannot thank you 
enough! We ask that our parent/carer helpers check their 

child's school bag early next week for a small yummy 
token of our appreciation! 

And last but not least, I would like to thank our amazing 
students who have strived to best their best, living our 

school values of respect, responsibility, resilience, 
empathy! We all should be very proud of their learning, 
wellbeing and leadership accomplishments. 
 

School Council  
On Tuesday night, via Zoom, School Council met for the 
last meeting of 2022 and reviewed our 2023 draft budget 

and draft Annual Implementation Plan. School Council will 
meet again in February, before elections in March 2023. I 
would like to thank all the School Council members for 
their work over 2022. They have been dedicated and 

committed to continuing the good governance of our 
school.  

Parent Representatives  
· Paul Johanson (School Council President)  

· Pina  Ioffrida  Lena  Lazorovska 

· Beck Edgell   Bilijana Sokolevski 
· Liz Skitch    Slav Ilic - Community Member 
Department Representatives  

· Suzi Ilic    Mile Sokolevska 
· Fil Raif    Vanesa Trpcevski 

· Genella Irons   Sandi Young 
TWPS MUSIC SOIRÉE 2022   

Thomastown West is known for our students with 

musical and instrumental talent!  Yesterday our school 
had a few special guests join us for the annual music 

soirée. We warmly welcomed Mrs Cooke, Mrs Arena and 

Mrs Zorzi (previous TWPS teachers) and our friends from 
Lalor North. The instrumental performances, as well as 
our school band and choir were SUPERB! Many thanks to 

Oscar Rosa and Ms Bufalino for giving up many lunch 
times to teach instrumental music, band and choir to 

many of our students while supporting them to perform 
at their best in front of a large audience. I hope you enjoy 
the photos later in the  newsletter! 

 

YEAR 6 2022 
The countdown has begun!  On Wednesday our Grade 6s 
(with their Grade 5 classmates) attended Funfields to 
celebrate their final days in Primary School. It may have 

been initially a little chilly in the morning, but students 
have assured me that fun was had by all! 
 

On Monday night, our Grade 6’s will officially graduate 
from primary school at Ferraro Reception and Function 

Centre in Campbellfield with a very special ceremony, a 
delicious dinner with their friends and then dance the 
night  away at their Graduation disco! On behalf of the 
Thomastown West school community, I would like to 

congratulate our 2022 graduating Grade 6 students. 

Enjoy your graduation celebrations on Monday night!! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Please join us on the final day of Grade 6, Tuesday 20th       
December at 12pm, for the final assembly of the year. At 
the conclusion of the assembly, Grade 6 students will exit 

the school through a guard of honour made from our 
school community, applauding their achievement. 
 

LIVING THE VALUES 
As the school year draws to a close and everyone is                           
exhausted from a very busy year, it is very easy to  
become frustrated over things that may not have 

bothered you earlier in the year. At this time of the year, 

people can be stressed or under  pressure for a variety of 
reasons.  Please be kind and do your best to keep your 

thoughts, words and actions positive.  
 

Thomastown West is committed to maintain a positive, 

safe and supportive environment for our entire school 
community. Please support your children and our school 
community to achieve our goal. 

 
SEMESTER 2 STUDENT REPORTS 

From 12pm today, your child’s report can be accessed via 
COMPASS. The instructions have been sent home earlier 

this week and are also included on page 12  in this                  
newsletter. Please let your classroom teacher, the Office 
staff, Ms  Trpcevski or myself know, if you would like any 

help in accessing or reading the report online. 

 

KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL CARE will operate daily from 7am-8:30am at TWPS 2023. 
 

TWPS will no longer run Breakfast Club in 2023.  
However, we are working on a plan to support students who arrive without having had breakfast.  

 

Only the students who attend  KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL CARE will be permitted onsite at TWPS before 8:30am. As a result, the 
front school gates will be opened for students to enter the school grounds at 8:30am next year, not 8am. 



20223 classes  Names 2023 Rooms 

Prep Sue Hrovat 2 

Prep Kiara Galea 3 

Grade 1/2 
Val Orsillo &  

Alicia  Bartholomew 
4 

Grade 1/2 Samantha Rovtar 5 

Grade 1/2 Silvana Skender 6 

Grade  3/4 Effie Santiglia 9 

Grade  3/4 Fil Raif 10 

Grade  3/4 
Connie Gaeta & 

Milly Taylor  
11 

Grade  3/4 
Lenora DeNiese  and a 

new Learning Specialist 
12 

Grade  5/6 * New teacher * 15 

Grade  5/6 Nour Ibrahim 16 

Grade  5/6 Penny Koullinos 17 

Grade  5/6 
Tiz Rocca & 
Selma Raif 

18 

Visual Arts Margot Sheean Art room 

Music Oscar Rosa Music room 

PE Selma Raif 
Multi-purpose 

room 

Science / 
STEM  

James Crotti:  Prep 
Jess Bufalino: 1-6  

STEM room 
(Room 20) 

AUSLAN ALL TEACHERS Classrooms 

Mental Health  
and Wellbeing 

Leader 
Violeta Colakovski Intervention Office 

Student Welfare 
Officer 

Gurleen Gogia Wellbeing Room 

Tutor Nick Climo Room 8 

Teacher Aides 

Genella Irons 
Carmen Bellofiore  
Chantelle Caruana 

Susan Van Den Berg 
Emily  Kealy 
Kellie  Firth 

Room 1 

MEET THE TEACHER 
Yesterday afternoon, our students finally met their 2023 
teacher and class mates. Transitioning through change is 
difficult! Some children find this time of the year and the 
first few weeks of term next year, quite challenging. We 

completely understand! Students are leaving a    
classroom where they have spent a year consolidating 
their relationships with their teacher and friends. I have 

explained to students that the teachers, Ms. Trpcevski and 
I have been working very hard, collaborating while we 
created the 2023 classes. At times, there can be errors but 
there are also times, when we do need to separate 

friendships to maximise learning opportunities for 
students. We have spoken to the students about    
keeping an open mind, growth mindset and focus on the 
positive thoughts only. I have explained to the students 

that we would like them to  ‘Give it a go!’ for the first 2-3 
weeks of school. Then, if there is still a significant concern, 

we will arrange a Parent/Carer meeting to discuss 
additional supports.  
 

BEST WISHES 

We sadly say goodbye to some families this year who are    
moving houses, some in Victoria, some interstate and 

others to some of the new schools which are closer to 
their homes. We wish you all well for the future.  

 

WELCOME! 

We welcome a number of new families to our school for 
the first time in 2023. We met many of our new   students 
on YESTERDAY afternoon for our MEET THE TEACHER        
intra-school transition session #6. Many have joined us 

because they have heard great reports about our 
wonderful school. I know you will join me in welcoming 
both students and their families to our community.  

 

UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 

Soon, all of our school families will be assessing their 
children’s growth spurts and their requirements for new 

uniforms.  It can be heart breaking to see the amount of 
almost brand new pieces of clothing that come through 
lost property that cannot be identified and returned to its      

owner in a timely manner. 
 
 

If you get the chance please check the lost property. It is 

located in the Admin building, however NEXT WEEK when 
the weather is fine, lost property will be displayed outside. 
 
Education is Powerful, Student Agency Matters, 

Teachers Make a Difference  &   
Every Day of  Learning Counts!  
 
Wishing you a safe and happy holiday. Merry Christmas!  

Looking forward to seeing you refreshed and recharged in 
the new year. 
 

Sandi Young 
Principal 

 

2023 GRADES 
Our grade structures and teaching positions are listed    
below. Yesterday after lunch, students met their 2023 
teacher for . On page 6 I have shared a 2023 map. 



A message from Ms Trpcevski 
To our TWPS community… I feel so humbled and 
privileged to have been welcomed into this school with 
open arms this year. I have met wonderful people and 
have seen firsthand that this is a school that operates with 
care, compassion, and an absolute drive to put our 
students’ education and wellbeing first.  
 
This year we have reached some huge milestones and I am 
very proud of our achievements. We worked closely with 
our DET teaching partners and the English Curriculum 
Team to analyse our data, increase our consistency and 
take necessary steps towards enhancing our practice 
when teaching Reading. Our Maths, Inquiry and SEWI 
Curriculum Teams also made some huge gains in the 
rollout of teaching protocols, Curiosity Hour (which was a 
huge success with our parents onsite) as well as an 
updated School Values Matrix with ‘kid friendly’ language; 
hats off to our Student Voice and Student Representative 
Council members for their feedback and swift action!  
 
We have also worked closely with external agencies and 
professionals, who are classified experts in their fields, to 
ensure that we foster a safe and inclusive environment 
where a love of learning and connectedness to school is 
possible for all our students, including those most at risk. 
We have all experienced a year like no other, with the 
return of school and ‘back to normal’ routines post COVID-
19 lockdowns, and we have navigated these times 
together, as a community, lifting each other up. We are 
certainly exhausted, but our spirits remain high as we 
reflect on our achievements of 2022.  
 

I am so grateful for the opportunity to again work closely 
with Mrs Young as we did all those years ago. The strong 
relationships she develops with our students, staff and the 
community are a testament to her caring nature and 
incredible leadership skills. Whatever I have achieved so 
far would not be possible without the support and 
guidance of Mrs Young – thank you! To the staff at TWPS, 
thank you for all that you do – this school can only go from 

strength to strength in your capable hands.  
 
I am certainly sad to be saying goodbye, but I am excited 
to be heading back into a classroom with a bunch of 
cherubs I hope to support and shape into amazing little 
humans! I cannot wait to hear of the astounding 
accomplishments TWPS will undoubtably make with Mrs 

Young and Mr Crotti next year, a duo of incredibly 
talented leaders, together working on pathways to 
success.  
 
Remember, happiness can be found even in the darkest of 
times, if one only remembers to turn on the light  

– Albus Dumbledore.  
 

Vanesa Trpcevski 

KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL CARE will operate daily 
from 7am-8:30am at TWPS 2023. 

 

TWPS will no longer run Breakfast Club in 2023.  
However, we are working on a plan to support students 

who arrive without having had breakfast.  
 

Only the students who attend  KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL 
CARE will be permitted onsite at TWPS  before 8:30am.  

 

As a result, the front school gates will be opened 
for students to enter the school grounds  

at 8:30am next year, not 8am. 



2023 



 

KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL CARE  

will operate daily from  

7am - 8:30am at TWPS 2023. 
 

Parents and carers may use the car park entrance  

to access the TWPS multipurpose room when 

dropping their children at KidsCo Before School Care  

between 7am and before 8:30am.  
 

For parents, carers and students accessing  

KidsCo Before School Care after 8am, you will need to  

park in the street and use the designated yellow path in the car park  

to access the entrance to the school. This is due to the busy  

nature of teachers from TWPS and TSC arriving in the morning.  

THIS IS TO ENSURE YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY!  

STUDENTS MAY ONLY ACCESS THE SCHOOL  

CAR PARK ENTRANCE WITH A PARENT OR CARER. 
 

* Parents are not to park in the carpark between 8am and 8:30pm * 
 

TWPS will no longer run  

Breakfast Club in 2023.  
However, we are working on a plan to support    

students who arrive without having had breakfast.  
 

 

Only the students who attend                     

KidsCo BEFORE SCHOOL CARE 

will be permitted onsite  

at TWPS before 8:30am.  
 

 

As a result, the front school gates will be opened  

for students to enter the school grounds  

at 8:30am next year, not 8am. 



 

TWPS 
 MUSIC SOIRÉE 2022   



 

 TWPS MUSIC SOIRÉE 

2022  
 

The TWPS MUSIC SOIRÉ 2022 was held on Thursday this week. It  
featured musical performances by many of our talented students 
on the keyboard, guitar, drums, our school band, and our choir. It 
also featured a presentation by the Principal of Lalor North 
Secondary College, Mr Tim Cotrell, to our TWPS School Band of a 
CD that the band recorded at the recording studio at Lalor North 
SC. 

 

A HUGE congratulations to all of the students who performed on 
the day! You were amazing to get up in front of all those people 
and show them your talent! 

 

I look forward to working with you all again in 2023! 

Festive Greetings and Happy New Year to all TWPS students, 
parents, carers and community members! 

 

Oscar Rosa 

Music/Performing Arts Teacher 

 

 





 

5/6 Funfields Excursion 

 

It may have been a 

little chilly… 

But the grade 5/6 

students had a  

LOT of FUN!! 





Term 4 Week 11 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week  This Week Year 3/4 Last Week  This Week 

Room 2 73% 67% Room 9 77% 83% 

Room 3 78% 80% Room 10 86% 83% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 80% 82% 

Room 5 77% 77% Room 12 83% 84% 

Room  6 75% 77% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 70% 67% Room 15 87% 84% 

Room 20 75% 64% Room 17 74% 77% 

      Room 18 74% 85% 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

 

 

 

The following children have attended school every day in Term 4:  
✓ Room 09- Alex K and  Tristan R  Room 10-  Feruzana, Chloe, Ruben and Abdullah G  
✓ Room 11 and Room 12 -   Eric and Hussain   Room 17– Mary, Alexander and Japjyot 
✓ Room 18– Caner and Esra   Room 20– Andy  
 

 

An impressive effort from the two boys below who have attended school every day in 2023!!! 

 

 

 Andy Room 20           Eric  Room 11 

 

 

PHOTO 



      Cup of Life 

We are pleased that you had an AMAZING TIME                                                   

at the free bowling excursion!  

Room 10 was proud of themselves by their commitment and persistence in attending school           
every day. We were so excited when we heard the announcement that we had achieved our 
attendance goal and were able to attend the most incredible excursion ever! AJ 
 

All Room 10 students wished each other good luck before we started. We showed a lot of 
resilience if we missed the pin or only knocked down a single pin. Lots of us were ’high  
fiving’ to celebrate our bowling achievements. Albraa 
 

The bowling excursion was a perfect way to celebrate our outstanding attendance because 
we had worked as a team to achieve our goal. We were sooo excited! Chloe 
 

The bowling excursion was truly splendid because everyone participated in two games of 
bowling. Everyone lived the school values, especially empathy when not all of the pins were 
knocked down or when our friends got a STRIKE or a SPARE! Alaa 

 

 

 

 



/  
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School Uniform operating  hours and dates for 2023 are listed  below.  

*Please note  the uniform shop is located at Thomastown Secondary College 

 



 
 
 

 
 













What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  




