
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

2023 TERM DATES 

Fri 24 Feb Year level Team assembly 2:30pm 

Thurs 
Fri 

2&3 
Mar 

Glasses for Kids Testing (prep to 3) 
Speak to Miss g for more information 

Fri 3 Mar Whole School Assembly 2:30pm 

Tue 
 

7 Mar 
FREE Brainstorm Production  
(Whole School Wellbeing Incursion) 

Fri 10 Mar Year level TEAM Assembly 2:30pm 

Mon 13 Mar 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school 

Fri 17Mar Whole school assembly 2:30pm 

Fri 24 Mar Year levels TEAM Assembly 2:30pm 

Thurs 28 Mar 
GRIP Leadership Conference  5/6  
(Leadership students only)  

Wed 5 Apr 

Student/Parent/Teacher  
Conferences 
Students only attend school at the time 
of their conference meeting. 

Mon 24 Apr 
Staff  Professional  Practice Planning  Day 

Students do not attend school 

Tue 13 June 
Curriculum Day 3 
Students do not attend school 

Thu 14 Sept 

Student/Parent/Teacher 
 Conferences 
Students only attend school at the time 
of their conference meeting. 

Mon  6 Nov 
**NEW** Students attend school the 
Monday before Melbourne Cup  
Public Holiday. 

Tue 19 Dec 
Curriculum Day 4 
Students do not attend school 

2023 IMPORTANT DATES: 

Term Starting date Finishing date 

Term 1 Tues  31 Jan Thurs    6 April 

Term 2 Wed  26 April  Fri      23 June 

Term 3 Mon  10 July  Fri      15 Sept 

Term 4 Mon    3 Oct  Tues  20 Dec 

No.3  17th February 2023 
 

From the Assistant  Principal 
It has been such a great start to the year! Thank you all 
for making me feel so welcomed into the Thomastown 
West Primary School community. I am enjoying getting 
to know staff, students and families. Come up and say 
hello to me before or after school near the gates. I gave 
a little bit of information about myself and my family in a 
previous newsletter, but 
thought I’d share a bit more 
each time I write in the 
newsletter this term, while 
I’m getting to know you all. I 
have a dog named Winnie. 
She is a kelpie and border 
collie cross, and loves 
cuddles and playing fetch, 
and is five years old. 
 
Internet Safety 

Safer Internet Day was celebrated on Tuesday, 7th      

February 2023, when, once again, stakeholders joined 
forces across the globe to work "Together for a better 
internet".  

Digital technologies provide us with a world of            

possibilities at our fingertips. Never before have we    
enjoyed so many opportunities to learn, exchange,     
participate and create. Yet, the internet also opens up 

certain risks to its users – especially the most vulnerable 

ones, such as children. These risks include: privacy        
concerns, cyberbullying, disinformation, exposure to 
potentially harmful content and predatory behaviours, 
to quote but a few. 

Thomastown West Primary School recognises the need 
for students to be safe and responsible users of digital 
technologies. We believe that explicitly teaching         
students about safe and responsible online behaviours 
is essential and is best taught in partnership with   
parents/guardians. We request that parents/guardians 
work with us and encourage this behaviour at home. 
 

Although our school has steps in place to reduce the 

risks accompanying internet and digital technologies use, 

students may encounter digital information resources 

that have not been screened by educators for use by 

children. Therefore, parental/guardian approval is  

required before students access the school resources.  

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


If you have not already done so, 

please return your child’s 2023        

Acceptable Use Agreement for the 

Internet and Digital Technologies as 

soon as possible please.  

Teaching Prep Science 
I am teaching the prep students for science on Fridays 
this term, and have thoroughly enjoyed our first  
sessions of learning. Students explored seashells and 
urchins, using all their senses and magnifying glasses. 
Please enjoy the photos on page 8. 
 
Parking 
Parents are asked to please park in the side streets. The 
car park is for staff of Thomastown West Primary School 
and Thomastown Secondary School. This is for the 
safety of students and families. There are many young 
students along the footpath at that time and having 
more cars entering and exiting the car park at bell times 
is a risk to them. 
 

Essential Resources Book Pack 

We understand that the Book Pack process has not run 
as smoothly as it has in previous years. We are pleased 
that all of the online orders submitted before the end of 
December were delivered before Term 1 began. Thank 
you for your continued patience as we liaise with Maxim 
to retrieve the orders that were made online during  
January 2023. Mrs Young and I would like to reassure 
you that no child is missing out and teachers are  
supplying students with the essentials that they need 
while we wait for the Book Pack to be delivered.  

 

The Essential Resources Book Pack funds are vital for us 
and your children to enable the provision of high 
quality programs and a focus on improved student 
learning. While the Department of Education and 
Training (DET) provides us with a substantial amount of 
our funding, we require the family contributions to 
provide the resources and to run the programs we 
currently provide and the community has come to 
expect. 

  

 

Thomastown West Primary School makes every effort to 
keep the cost of items and activities to a minimum and 
affordable for all parents. 
    Financial Support for Families 
Thomastown West Primary School understands that 
some families may experience financial difficulty and 
offers a range of support options, including: 
➢  the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

provides payments for eligible students to 
 contribute to the cost of camps, sports and  
excursions ($125 per eligible student)  

➢ Payment plans 

➢ State Schools Relief supports families with School 

For a confidential discussion about accessing these  
services, or if you would like to discuss alternative  
payment arrangements, contact:  
Sandi Young (Principal), James Crotti (Assistant  
Principal) or Suzi Ilic (Business Manager)    Ph: 03 9465 
4317 Email:  thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Headphones    

PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR CHILD:  
Have they brought their  
headphones to school yet?  
During NAPLAN all students in 
Grade 5-6 will use their  
headphones, even those 
 students not participating in the 
assessment, they will be  
completing a different learning 
task. 

 
Parent/Student/ Teacher Conferences 
SAVE the DATE! Our Parent Information Sessions will be 
held on Wednesday 5th April. We intend to hold the 
conferences onsite at TWPS. Participating in your child’s 
education does pay off. Current research strongly  
indicates that when parents engage in their children’s 
education it leads to improved student achievement. 
 
 

Communication at TWPS 

Effective communication is vital for a school community  

to  sustain positive and productive relationships. TWPS 
teachers and parents work in partnership with the 
shared responsibility of improving children’s learning; 
together working on pathways to success.  

We pride ourselves in utilising a range of multimodal 

communications with all key stakeholders within and 
beyond our school community. We use: 

✓ Informal notes home to parents 

✓ Phone calls 

✓ Emails 

✓ Weekly Newsletter 

✓ Grade newsletters 

✓ School Website: www.thomwestps.vic.edu.au 

✓ Parent/teacher interview meeting 
             AND 

✓ We regularly communicate important news, 

events and information pertaining to the school 
community via COMPASS. 

 

James Crotti 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

 
 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE COMPASS… 

 YOU HAVE LOST YOUR LOG IN DETAILS 

PLEASE SEE THE OFFICE FOR SUPPORT ASAP 

mailto:thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au


BEFORE SCHOOL CARE from 7am 

Front Gate opens at 8:30am 

1. 
2. 

3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 



TWPS School Council Elections 

2023 
School Council Elections are held each year. I have  included the Schedule 3 2022 Notice 

of Election and Call for Nominations for School Council, a nomination form and some           
frequently asked questions about School Council with this Newsletter. There are a        

number of  vacancies so I hope you will consider supporting the school by joining School 

Council.  

 

Would you like to  know more about School Council: 

✓ It is a legally formed body that is given powers to set the key directions of a school. 

✓ Is the major governing body of the school  

✓ Plays an important role in school accountability and  improvement processes  

✓ Endorses the key school planning, evaluation and reporting documents  

✓ All School Council decision-making takes place within a framework of legislated powers, 

Ministerial Orders, directions, guidelines and DET policy objectives  

✓ Assist in the efficient governance of the school  

✓ Ensure students’ best interests are primary  

✓ Enhance the educational opportunities for students  

✓ Ensure compliance with relevant legislation and regulations Fundamental Function Es-

tablish the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's community  

✓ Participate in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan  

✓ Develop, review and update school policies  

✓ Develop, review and monitor the Student Engagement Policy and the School Dress Code  

✓ Raise funds for school-related purposes  

✓ Approve the annual budget and monitor expenditure  

✓ Maintain the school’s grounds and facilities  

✓ Enter into contracts (e.g. cleaning, construction work)  

✓ Report annually to the school community and to DEECD  

✓  Generally, stimulate interest in the school in the wider community 



Membership Category Term of Office Number of positions 

 Parent Member 

  

From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2023 

and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2023 

  

3  

Community Member 
From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2023 

and inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2023 
1 

 DET  Employee 
From the day after the date of the Declaration of the poll in 2023 

and  inclusive of the date of the declaration of the poll in 2023 
1 

Schedule 3  
 
 

2023 Notice of Election and Call for Nominations for School Council 
 

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Thomastown West Primary School. 
 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00pm on Friday 24th   
February 2023. 
 
 
 

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school by  

Friday  3rd March 2023.  If a ballot is necessary, it will close at 4.00 pm on Friday 10th March 2023. 
 
 
 

The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open 

for election are as follows: 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                             
 

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for 

further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school.  
 

Sandi Young  
 

The categories of membership explained: 
 

1. A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from  this            

category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent  members at their 

child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 
2. A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more than          

one-third of the total membership of School Council. The principal of the school is automatically one of 

these members. 

3. An optional Community member category - members are co-opted by a decision of the council  be-
cause of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be  Community 

members. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires 

each year, creating vacancies for the annual School Council elections. 
 

Why is Parent membership so important? 
 

Parents on School Councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the    
direction of the school. 

 Those parents who become active on a School Council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may 

also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 
 

How can you become involved? 
 

The easiest way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only 
held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. This way you have input into 

who will be representing you.   
 

 

The other way is to nominate yourself or nominate someone you would like to see on council. 



School Council Elections 2023 

 
 

Schedule 5A: Self-nomination Form for Parent Member Category 

 

I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/guardian representative on the        

Thomastown West Primary School Council. 

  

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

  

Residential address:    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

   

Home telephone: ………………………………       Business telephone …………………………… 

  

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………………………...……… 

  

I am the parent/guardian of …………………………………who is/are currently enrolled at this school. 

  

I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training.      Yes / No      (please circle) 

  

I am prepared to serve as a Parent member of the above-named School Council.  

 

I hereby declare that I am not an undischarged bankrupt and that I am not currently serving a sen-

tence for an indictable offence. 

  

Signature of Candidate ……………………………………………………………..  Date      /     / 

 

  

You will be notified when your nomination has been received. 

 

➢ Personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the School Council election  

nomination process. The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate. 

Your personal information may be disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement 

of voting or at any time up to one year from the declaration of the poll. 



FRIENDLY REMINDER:  

ALL STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR  

SCHOOL HATS WHEN OUTSIDE. 

If your child has lost their hat, they can be purchased at the office for $14.  



Hello Everyone! 

 

Today, I will be sharing some tips for supporting healthy habits. As we hang out with our own 

bodies and minds all the time, we tend to take them for granted and forget how amazing they 

are, while humans are pretty complex and capable of all sorts of incredible things, looking after 

ourselves boils down to some simple principles. 

Eating a healthy, balanced diet; getting enough sleep; being physically active; being social – 

taking care of these basics helps us be as physically and, in turn, as mentally healthy as we 

can be.  

You can help your children and young people establish healthy habits that they’ll carry through-

out their lives. The best thing you can do is to set an example and make living healthily a positive 

and enjoyable. 

Physical activity and hobbies 

✓ Encourage kids to keep active. They might join a sports team or ride their bike, walk the dog, 

go for a run or help coach a local sports team. The main thing is getting out and having fun. 

✓ How much activity children or young people are willing to do will depend on their interest in 

being active. Starting small and building up might be what they need. 

✓ Fit physical activity into everyday activities – like walking to school or the shops instead of 

driving. 

✓ Suggest they exercise with a friend to help keep them motivated. 

✓ Encourage them to try as many different things as they can – art, music, IT, rock climbing 

and writing poetry – so they can figure out what they’re into. 

✓ Suggest they set some goals for the next day, week or month – something that they enjoy or 

find rewarding and is achievable. 

Healthy Eating 

✓ Ensure there’s a range of food available at home. Include a variety of healthy foods such as 

plenty of vegetables, fruit and cereals (like bread, rice and pasta), some lean protein (meat, 

chicken, fish or tofu) dairy products (milk, yoghurt, cheese) and lots of water. It’s a good 

idea to avoid fatty foods and foods with lots of sugar in them. 

✓ Get children and young people involved in cooking family meals and making their own 

lunches. There are countless kid-friendly recipes online – give them a go! 

✓ By choosing and eating healthy food as a family from the time kids are very young, you help 

them learn about making healthy food choices. This lays the groundwork for when they’re 

older and eating out, or eating away from home – without you there telling them to lay off 

the chips and chocolate. 

✓ Cook when you have time and energy and freeze bulk portions.  

 

 



 

Social activity  

✓ Help your children and young people create and maintain a sense of belonging to the family, 

their friends, culture and their community. 

✓ Encourage them to hang out with friends or suggest social activities that might be of  

interest, such as sports, after-school clubs, playing in a band, listening to music or going to 

the movies. 

✓ Strong connections with their cultural heritage, family and community has big mental health 

benefits for children and young people, particularly those from culturally and linguistically 

diverse backgrounds and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people. Suggest they 

attend cultural and community events – offer to go along with them. 

 

Good sleep habits 

The length of time we sleep and the quality of rest we get have a huge effect on how we feel. If 

your child is staying up till 3am playing video games, they’re probably also struggling to drag 

themselves out of bed and falling asleep by mid-afternoon. 

Encourage your kids to develop a regular sleeping routine by: 

✓ Getting up at the same time each morning, even at the weekend 

✓ Winding down 30 minutes before going to bed 

✓ Avoiding watching TV or playing video games late at night 

✓ Writing any worries down before going to bed so they can deal with them the next day 

✓ Getting up after 15-20 minutes if they can’t sleep rather than staying in bed feeling restless, 

returning to bed when they feel more relaxed and sleepy. 

✓ Avoiding naps in the day. 

 

I hope you will enjoy reading this article and take the  utmost care of yourselves and your 

children for a healthy and happy living.  

 

 

 

 

 

Gurleen Gogia (Ms G.) 

Student Welfare Officer 



WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

BASKET BALL COURT 
TEAM ASSEMBLY 

In your child’s building 

Friday  17th February   Friday  10th February   

Friday 3rd March Friday  24th February 

Friday 17th March Friday  10th March 

Friday 31st March Friday 24th March 

 



Raika  22  
For striving to be her best in all the learning activities she has 
 completed. 

Xander 33 For a great start to the prep year! 

Maggie 4 For making a wonderful start to the year and always working hard.  

Wafa  5 
For striving to do his best during class and settling into his new 
school.   

Grace 6 Coming to school each day with a smile and ready for learning. 

Moayad 9 
For consistently showing responsibility in the classroom  and being 
a great role model to his peers.  

Cyrus 10 
For making a great start to the school year and striving to live the 
TWPS values every day. 

Dwayne  11 For consistently being organised and taking responsibility for his 
own learning.  

Boutros  12 For doing a great job with handwriting and completing his story.  

Kane  15 For always showing respect to the teachers and his peers!  

Japjyot 16 
For starting the school year with a positive attitude and coming to 
school ready to learn . 

Chelsea  17 For having a go at all tasks and striving to be her best consistently.  

Salah 18 
.For demonstrating responsibility and be a good role model for his 
classmates. 

Ali rm 5   PE: For being great team players during their PE session.  

Ayden  Wellbeing :  For being engaged and motivated in the classroom. 

Stars  of the Week 
Term 1- Week 3  



Stars of the Week 
Term 1 - Week 3 



Stars  of the Week 
Term 1- Week  4 

John  2 2 For being resilient by settling into prep and school routines.  

Kehlani 33 For being a responsible class member.  

Brian  4 For making interesting contributions to our class reading discussion. 

Taliyah 5 
For being a responsible role model for others in the classroom and 
in the playground.  

Ali-Reza  6 For making a great start to the school year.  

Darius 9 
For making a great start to the school year and striving to live the 
TWPS values every day.  

Esmeralda 10 
For consistently showing responsibility in the classroom and helping 
others. You are very thoughtful and considerate. 

Doaa  11 
For showing empathy and kindness towards others in the  
classroom. 

Raphael  12 For making such a great start to his time at TWPS and working hard 
to achieve his best. 

Waverly 15 For always trying her best and showing that she is always ready to 
learn!  

Ava 16 For striving to be her best and living by the school values.  

Saad 17 For starting off the year settled and ready to learn.  

Harry 18 
For striving to be his best and displaying a growth mindset with all 
his work.  

Cruze rm 9   PE: For being great team players during their PE session.  

D'Lae  Wellbeing :  For a great start to the year. 



Stars of the Week 
Term 1 - Week 4 





Term 1  Week 4 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           

The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 

school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 

better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

 

 

Prep Last Week  This Week Year 3/4 Last Week  This Week 

Room 2 65% 63% Room 9 85% 83% 

Room 3 72% 71% Room 10 92% 89% 
Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 77% 65% 

Room 4 79% 65% Room 12 75% 80% 

Room  5 76% 74% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 6 74% 80% Room 15 95% 85% 

   Room 16 67% 72% 

   Room 17 67% 81% 

      Room 18 75% 81% 



Term 1 Week 4 

Congratulations to Room 18 with 241 Dojo Points  

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this week! 

 

 
Prep 

Isabel 

12 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Jasmine 

8 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Albraa 

7 Dojo Points  

Grade 5/6 
Salah 

18 Dojo Points  

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
Salah 

18 Dojo Points 

Lolly making in STEM! 



HUB programs start next week 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Every Wednesday and Friday your child can order a lunch order. 

➢ Lunch orders can only be ordered via the School Connect App.  

➢ Cut off time is 8.30 am  









Invitation 
Let’s Dance! 

 

TWPS Students are invited to perform  

at the Promisetown Picnic & Markets, Sat 4th March 1- 5pm. 
 

Thomastown Neighbourhood House is excited to announce that the PROMI-
SETOWN PICNIC & MARKETS will return on Saturday 4th March!  The day will 
feature: Nepalese & Vietnamese performances, multicultural drumming and a 
big community dance workshop for young and old!   

TWPS Students are invited to perform the “High Hopes” dance on the commu-
nity stage at 3pm.  Also dancing will be Thomastown Primary School and 
many members of the local community. 

If you would like to learn the dance at home, here is the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNJFORsSFic 
 

Entry is free and everyone is encouraged to bring a picnic and some cash for 
bargains at the markets- selling hand- made crafts, trash and treasure.   The 
Promisetown Picnic is full of activities for children including puppet making, 
fairy wings workshop, face painting and an amazing circus show! 

FREE Event for all the family. 

Date: Sat 4th March 

Time: 1-5pm 

Venue:  TRAC (Thomastown Recreation Aquatic Centre) Outdoor Play Area, 52-
54 Main St, Thomastown 

The Promisetown Picnic is supported by the City of Whittlesea Community 
Event Funding Program.  Special thanks to TRAC for being home to the Promi-
setown Picnic. 
 

LINKS: Promisetown Picnic & Walking Thomastown Trailer: 

 https://youtu.be/8oLBPswrJjs  (made by Chris Preuss) 
 

 Website: www.tnh.org.au 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNJFORsSFic
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/youtu.be/8oLBPswrJjs__;!!FEfCfsIi8c9YeDm7lQ!INhnnBc0xCg1XeXVzPcvngemZ5uuU-OkRLSJa3RNto4y5-FXs1c8WsoQFOUUL3e5cqr-LBgt1-Sdqq_eGIAruRskv66h-rG_$
http://www.tnh.org.au







