
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

2023 IMPORTANT DATES: 

Mon 

30 Oct 
01 Nov 
08 Nov 
13 Nov 

 Prep, 1/2, 3/4  Swimming Program 

Fri 27 Oct Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 

Mon 30 Oct 
3.15 - 4.35pm Monday Muster 
Informal students sharing their learning 

Tue 31 Oct Prep 2023 Transition Session 1 

Fri 3 Nov Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Mon 6  Nov 
Students are expected to attend school 
the Monday before Melbourne Cup  Public 
Holiday.  

Tue 07  Nov Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

Wed 08 Nov TWPS Intra-school Transition session #1 

Thurs 09  Nov Prep Bundoora Farm Excursion 

Fri 10 Nov 
Working Bee  2.30pm– 5.00pm  
The Working Bee replaces the assembly 

Tues 14 Nov Prep 2024 Transition Session 2 

Tues 14 Nov TWPS Intra-school Transition session #2 

Fri 17 Nov Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Tues 21 Nov Prep 2024 Transition Session 3 

Fri 24 Nov 1/2  Dinner and Sleepover 

Fri 24 Nov TWPS Intra-school Transition session #3 

Fri 24 Nov Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 

Mon  27 Nov 

Monday Muster: 3pm—4:35pm 
CURIOSITY PROJECT CELEBRATION 
Parents/Carers are encourage to visit their 
child’s classroom to view their child’s 
work. 

Thur 30 Nov TWPS Intra-school Transition session #4 

Fri 01 Dec Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Thur 07 Dec TWPS Intra-school Transition session #5 

Fri 08 Dec Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 

Tue 12 Dec Year 6 2023: State Wide Transition Day 

Tue 12 Dec School Council  

Fri 15 Dec Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Fri 15 Dec 
TWPS Intra-school Transition: 
Students meet their 2024 Teacher 

Fri 15 Dec 
Semester 2 Student Reports available to 
Parents and Carers via COMPASS  

Tue 19 Dec 
CURRICULUM DAY  
Students do not attend school. 

Wed 20 Dec 
Last Day of Term 4 
Whole School Assembly 12pm 
Students dismissed 1:15pm 

No.32 20th  October 2023 
 

From the Assistant Principal  
 

School Council Update 
On Tuesday evening our School Council held a productive 
meeting. We discussed and approved: 

✓ Proposed dates for Curriculum Days and a whole 

school common Professional Practice Day for staff. 
(Dates will be shared in next week’s newsletter) 

✓ 2024 Parent Contributions  (These notices will be sent 

home early next week) 

✓ 2023-2027 School Dress Code Policy 

✓ 2023-2027 School Camps & Excursions Policy 
 

Sound interesting? Would you like to offer your feedback 
each month? We are seeking 2 new parent members to 

join our School Council. Please speak to myself or Mrs 
Young if you are interested in joining us. We only have 2 

meetings left for the year. 
 

Welcome Mrs Jeanette 
Jeanette Acland joins the Wellbeing team 

at TWPS with nearly 40 years of 
experience working with young people in 

both Primary & Secondary schools.  
She has taught and worked as a counsellor 

and loves spending time with young 
people. She hopes that her support will 

help them to become the very people 
they can be. Jeanette had also worked to support parents 

as they face all the challenges of raising children. 
She is married to Harry, they have one daughter, Cecilia 

(who is 30), keeps goldfish and loves playing in the dirt 

(gardening). Please introduce yourself to her when you see 

her on Tuesdays & Wednesdays at TWPS. 
 

Safety First 

For everyone's safety, TWPS has a rule that the only place 
to kick a ball is the oval. Sometimes, accidents happen, 
and a ball can hit someone unexpectedly. We know it's not 

intentional, but it can still cause injuries. So, please chat 

with your child or children about following this school rule 
to keep everyone safe and sound. Thank you.  
 

Planning for 2024  
Friendly reminder: Parents may have a request regarding 
students friendships. Before the 27th October, parent and 

carer requests  in relation to their child’s friendships, can 

be emailed to  
thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au , or you may 
write a letter to the Principal, please mark it confidential 
on the front of the envelope. Please note, we cannot 

accommodate requests about teachers. 

20 Nov 
27 Nov 
04 Dec 
11 Dec 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


From Josh, our Numeracy Learning Specialist: 

This week our staff and students were highly fortunate to 
work with Maths guru Rob Vingerhoets. Rob is an 
experienced and highly effective educator and he has 
worked all across Victoria, parts of Australia as well as in 
Beijing and New York City. He has authored many books 
and provided Maths Professional Development for over 
25 years. Rob spent two days working in classrooms 
across all year levels of the school and following this with 
planning time with the teachers. Rob is extremely 
engaging and passionate about maths and believes that 
“maths doesn’t have to hurt”. It was clear how much the 
students enjoyed his lessons. There were many smiles 
and laughs from the students and most importantly Rob 
ensures that every student comes away from his lessons 
having grown their learning and reflected on the key 
words they have learnt. Rob is a big believer in ‘taking 
every opportunity that comes your way to do maths with 
the kids’. His lessons were full of maths vocabulary and 
engaging math ideas. The lessons are student driven with 
all students provided the opportunity to ‘show what they 
know’. He was very impressed with the effort and 
engagement of our students and the outstanding 

knowledge they demonstrated. The TWPS staff are 
looking forward to conducting more Professional  

Learning with Rob later this term. ‘Remember you’re 
the boss of numbers kids – they’re not the boss of 
you!’ 

Mr Crotti’s Maths Challenge for this week is: 

What shapes can you find around your house? Give Mr 
Crotti a list of shapes and where you found them (or a 
drawing) and you’ll win a prize at assembly. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

James Crotti 

Assistant Principal 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the 5-6 students: 
‘I think this was one of the best maths sessions ever! Because he had good humour to make us laugh and study’ – 
Asra 

 

‘I loved his expression and he was giving us unique ways to add by using fractions, decimals and percentage.’ – 
Exaviyon 

 

‘I liked how he made all the learning fun! – Victoria 

 

‘Mr Rob was funny and made learning easy by making the task fun to do.’ – Hassan 



 















What about Before School care? 
 

From Term 4, there will no longer be Before School Care at the Multi-Purpose Room.  

Instead, TWPS will offer a FREE Breakfast Club at our Community Hub from 7:45am. 

Thomastown West Primary School  will return to our traditional TWPS Breakfast Club but with a few  necessary  
changes! 
 

➢ Breakfast Club will open at 7:45am. 

➢ Breakfast Club is FREE. 

➢ Breakfast Club will operate from our Thomastown West Community Hub. 

➢ Students will enter Breakfast Club via the single Hub gate on Main Street. 

➢ From 7:45am - 8:15am parents or carers must drop their child at Breakfast Club and sign them in. 

➢ From 8:15am students may arrive at Breakfast Club in the Hub and sign in without their parents or carers. 

➢ Students are encouraged to bring a small toy or game to play. There are plenty of books to read at the Hub. 

➢ The Breakfast Club will close at 8:30am and the  single Hub gate on Main Street will be closed. 

➢ At 8:30am the double gates at the front entrance of our school will be opened for students to enter. 









If children arrive after 8:15am 

they may sign themselves in to 

Breakfast Club without parents. 







Term 4 Week 3 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week   This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 78% 86% Room 9 86% 85% 

Room 3 86% 81% Room 10 92% 89% 

Year 1/2 Last Week  This Week Room 11 77% 90% 

Room 4 83% 73% Room 12 74% 76% 

Room  5 77% 87% Year 5/6 Last Week   This Week 

Room 6 85% 82% Room 15 85% 84% 

   Room 16 74% 83% 

   Room 17 82% 93% 

      Room 18 84% 88% 

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 
There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 

school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:  



      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  

   Congratulations 

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 

For Term 4 Week 3 is Room 17 

TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 
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Top Dojo Earners  

Term 4 Week  3 

Congratulations to Room 15 with 239 Dojo Points  

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points 

this week! 

Prep 
Yazan 

7 Dojo points 

Grade 1/2 
Alexander 

11 Dojo points 

Grade 3/4 
Kendrick & Mariam 

13 Dojo Points each 

Grade 5/6 
Rosalina 

23 Dojo Points 

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
Rosalina 

23 Dojo Points 

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

Multipurpose Room/ Basketball court 

TEAM ASSEMBLY 

In your child’s building 

Week 2  Friday 13th October Week 3  Friday  20th October  

Week 4  Friday  27th October Week 5  Friday  3rd November 

Week 6  Friday  10th November Week 7  Friday  17th November 

Week 8  Friday  24th November Week 9  Friday  1st December  

Week 10  Friday  8th  December Week 11  Friday   15th December 

Week 12  Wednesday 20th December 12:00pm (last day of  Term 4)  



Permission notices for ‘The Hub’ activities were sent home 

today. Please check your child’s school bag.  



➢ Every Wednesday and Friday your child can order a lunch order. 

➢ Lunch orders can only be ordered via the School Connect App.  

➢ Cut off time is 8.30 am  




















