
 

2021 IMPORTANT DATES: 

Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

No. 32  12th November 2021 

From the Acting Assistant  
Principal 
  

Tutoring Program in 2022 

The Department of Education advised us that after the   

successful implementation of the Tutoring Program state 

wide and given the current situation with yet another Covid 

year, we will continue to receive additional DET funding to 

top up our existing Tutor budget to support students in 

2022 with their learning. Your child may have been a part 
of the program in 2021 and worked with our wonderful 
tutors Mrs Colakovski, Ms Koullinos, Mrs Davies, Mrs       

Deniese or Mrs Williams.  Mrs Young and I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank them for providing extra   

assistance with their learning to over 100 students this 
year, that’s over 1/3 of our students! 
 

Semester 2 Student Reports  

Your child’s report will look slightly different to the                     

Semester One report. The modified report is similar to last 

year with a combination of the traditional TWPS report and 
the     remote learning report. It will present your child’s 

remote learning achievement, as well as their Term 4 learn-

ing against the levels within the Victorian Curriculum for     

English and Mathematics. Reports will be printed and sent 
home to families on Monday 13th December. Interpreters 
will be available at school for on Wednesday 15 December, 

if you would like your report translated. 

Remembrance Day 2021 

At 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month, 1918, silence 
filled the air. After four years of continuous war, the gun 
fire ceased. Peace was agreed on by the battling army’s and 

World War I was finally over. Remembrance Day is a day to 

remember and commemorate soldiers who fought to keep 

our country safe. To support the significance of                 
Remembrance Day, our School Leaders, Jamil and Sarah 

held a thoughtful         

presentation for the 
whole school. All staff 

and students honoured 
the    tradition of a 

minute’ silence to     

remember those that 
have fought in wars 
around the world. 

Please provide a 

mask for your child 

to bring to school. 

Fri 12 Nov 2021 Prep Interviews begins 

Mon-

Fri 

15-19 

Nov 
Grade 3/4 Swimming Program 

Wed 24 Nov 
Transition Session #1 @TWPS for 
current students  

Mon 29 Nov Grade 5/6 Swimming Program 

Mon-

Fri 

29 Nov– 

3 Dec 
Grade P/1/2 Swimming Program 

Wed 1 Dec 
Transition Session #2 @TWPS for 
current students  

Fri 3 Dec Grade 1 Dinner / Grade 2 sleepover 

Wed 8 Dec Grade 5/6 Funfields Excursion  

Wed 8 Dec 
Transition Session #3 @TWPS for 
current students  

Wed-

Fri 

8 Dec—

10 Dec 
Grade 3/4 Doxa Camp 

Mon 13 Dec Reports sent home 

Tue 14 Dec Grade 6 Graduation 

Wed 15 Dec 
Transition Session #4 @TWPS for 
current students  

Fri 17 Dec 
Last day of Term 4, 2021 
 Students dismissed @ 1.15PM 

Kaboom Twilight Sports  

10/02/2022 
An event for the whole family 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

Prep 2021 

It’s not too late to enrol children for 2022 at  Thomastown 
West Primary School. Please spread the word amongst 
your friends, so we can get a clearer understanding of     
student numbers for 2022.  Today Mrs Hrovat (Grade Prep 

Leader) and Gurleen Gogia (Student Welfare Officer)      

started meeting with our 2022 prep parent/carers and our 
wonderful 2022 preppies. These interviews are valuable for 

all parties involved as we get to know the child and can  
answer an questions or concerns you may have.  

Thankyou to those parents and carers which attended    

today. More interviews will be held over the coming weeks. 

If you have a child enrolled for 2022 and have not booked 
an interview, please call our Admin team on 9465 4317 to 
book one in. 

Thunderstorm Asthma 

Many of your are aware that large storms during spring and 
summer can be a trigger for asthma symptoms in asthma 
sufferers and non-sufferers. The National     Asthma Council 
recommends that children and adults with asthma should, 
by the last weekend of September, you should be taking 
your hay fever nasal spray, asthma preventer, or both – 
and you shouldn’t stop until New Year’s Day (most adults 
with asthma do need to take a preventer all year, not just 
in springtime).  

What is thunderstorm asthma? Thunderstorm asthma can 
happen suddenly to people in spring or summer when 
there is a lot of pollen in the air and the weather is hot, dry, 
windy and stormy. People with asthma and/or hay fever 
need extra protection to avoid thunderstorm asthma      
between September and January in Victoria, New South 
Wales and Queensland. This means using preventer       
medicine every day and always having a     reliever inhaler 
(blue puffer) ready. See your doctor to get the best asthma 
and/or hay fever medication plan. Spring thunderstorm 
weather can cause pollen grains to burst into tiny pieces 
and the wind then blows them around us. When people 
breathe in these tiny pieces of pollen they can get deep 
inside the lungs and trigger an asthma attack. Spring 
weather can also lead to      breathing problems for people 
who get seasonal hay fever. People who 
wheeze and sneeze with hay fever from   
pollens during spring are more likely to get      
thunderstorm    asthma even if they haven't 
had asthma before. 
 

A big thank you to the First Aid 
Team who were ready to support  
throughout the day with  
extra  Ventolin and spacers.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

What’s happening in… 
Grade Prep 
Last Friday the preps had a ‘Circus Day’ with all 
learning tasks for our clowns, lion tamers and ring 

masters revolving around a circus. Activities          

included following a procedural text to make fairy 

bread, making popcorn and juggling lots of engaging 
activities! 
 

Grade 1/2 
It’s been all things ‘spooky’ in preparation for 
writing our scary spooky stories soon. They have 

been brainstorming words, planning their stories, 

writing introductions and about to start ‘the       
problem’.  Subtraction has been the focus topic for 

this week in maths.  
 

Grade 3/4 
The grade 3/4’s have been busy combining reading, 

writing and science through the study of solids, liquids 

and gasses.   A favourite maths while learning about   
fractions was finding fractional parts of cookies!   
 

Grade 5/6  
Grade 5/6 are half way through their novel study this 
term. The book they are studying and loving is called 

‘Wonder’.  They have been conducting experiments    

during their chance and data unit.  Graduation bears 
have started being made!  
 

 



 

 

OUR UNIFORM SHOP 
➢ Beleza Thomastown on site campus will re open from   

Tuesday 16th November from 1-4pm.  

➢ This will continue every Tuesday till the end of Term 4. 

 

www.beleza.com.au 



Hello everyone! 

 

What is mental health? 

 All too often when we hear the words Mental Health, we automatically think of mental health conditions such as anx-

iety, depression, trauma, ADHD and Autism, but this is just a small part of a Mental Health  

continuum. The Mental Health Continuum ranges from Flourishing and  Going OK to Struggling and Severely impacting 

everyday activities. It is important to keep in mind that both of the images below describes  

Mental Health. 

The World Health Organisation defines mental health as: " A state of wellbeing in which every individual realises his or 

her own potential, can cope with the normal stresses of life, can work productively and fruitfully, and is able to make 

a contribution to his or her community." 

What is Wellbeing? 

Wellbeing is not just the absence of disease or illness. It's a complex combination of a person's physical, mental, emo-

tional and social health factors. Wellbeing is strongly linked to happiness and life satisfaction. In short, wellbeing 

could be described as how you feel about yourself and your life. 

 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) describes ‘wellbeing’ as a ‘resource for healthy living’ and ‘positive state of 

health’ that enables us to function well: psychologically, physically, emotionally and socially. In other words, wellbeing 

is described as “enabling people to develop their potential, work productively and creatively, form positive relation-

ships with others and meaningfully contribute to the community”. 

What is mental health literacy? 

Mental health literacy refers to having the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to promote mental 

health awareness and reduce the impact of mental illness. This includes enhancing the understanding of 

mental conditions in order to be able to recognize, manage and/or prevent them, and to remove the stigma 

associated with mental health. It also refers to self-help strategies for people who have mental health  

conditions. 

How does Mental Health & Wellbeing fit into schools? 

1. The Victorian Department of Education and Training’s new Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO 

2.0) seen below, demonstrates all the specific factors and principles, involved when readying a student to learn. 

Factors including, the importance of a supportive school environment, social and emotional learning (SEL),  

having a multi-tiered system of support and  ensuring the use of productive and meaningful instructional 

strategies.  

2. For many people, mental health issues emerge when they are young — half of all mental conditions emerge by 

the time they are 14 years old and three quarters by 25 years of age – the same period when most people are 

in school. 

As well as increasing a person's opportunity and choices in life, promoting mental health and wellbeing as a core role 

in education helps students:. 



➢ Flourish in their education journey 

➢ Build resilience against adversity 

➢ Develop protective factors from mental ill-health 

 

As stated in the Royal Commission interim report (Nov. 2019),  

“schools represent a location for promoting children's good mental health, identifying signs and symp-

toms for those at risk of poor mental health, and supporting external referrals to community services 

for those students who require extra support.” 

 

Often it is an educator or group of educators who identify a student’s change in behaviour, appearance, demean-

our or ability to concentrate in class, and it is because of these changes that the school will contact a family to see 

if anything has changed at home or if the parents/carers have noticed a change in their child.  

 

Alternatively, families may speak to their child’s teacher if they observe issues at home. 

Schools are part of an early warning system that enables students and their families to get timely support before 

an issue develops into something more serious. 

 

What can I do if I have any questions or concerns about my child? 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child or children please don’t hesitate to contact their 

classroom teacher or a member of the TWPS Wellbeing Team  

 

 

 

 

Gita Peterson 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator 



Stars of the Week 
Term 4 - Week 6 

Mia 2 For striving to be her best during reading and moving up to Purple Level.  

Christian  3 For striving to be his best during reading and moving up to Purple Level.  

Saim  5 For challenging himself in each lesson, particularly in Writing, by creating a story more than 5 pages long.  

Liam 6  
For connecting to Zooms every morning with a great big smile. 

Shakira 19 For being a superstar reader! Keep up the good work Shakira!  

Ava  9 Welcome to Thomastown West Primary School to grease ¾ room 9  

Issam  10 For striving to to his best when writing and producing some interesting pieces this week.  

D’Lae  11 For taking responsibility for his learning and striving to be his best.  

Aliya 
15 

 
. For striving to be her best and writing a great narrative that included a variety of writer’s tools.  

Tina 18 For demonstrating resilience and consistently striving to be her in all she does.  

Alan  
Music: For consistently having a positive attitude to all activities in Music and often going well beyond 

what is expected! A fabulous effort Alan!  

Pip  AUSLAN: . For consistently striving to be his best & completing all Auslan tasks to a high standard.  

Joey 
 

PE:. For being an absolute super star during PE.  



Term 4  Week 6 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           

The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Every day of learning really does count!  
At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 

school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 

better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

 

 

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 92% 82% Room 9 89% 85% 

Room 3 94% 89% Room 10 91% 88% 

Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 94% 87% 

Room 5 97% 87% Room 12 90% 89% 

Room  6 98% 96% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 92% 91% Room 15 95% 92% 

Room 20 90% 87% Room 17 94% 88% 

      Room 18 90% 89% 



 

Congratulations to  

Room 17 
You are the class with the 

    highest number of  DOJO POINTS   

this week with 615 Dojo points. 

Top Dojo Earners  

of Term  

Week 6 

Prep 
Adem 

18 Dojos 

Grade 
1/2 

Djaron 

34 Dojos 

Grade  

3/4 

Kabir 

21 Dojos 

Grade 
5/6 

Amiri 

40 Dojos  

Top  
earner 

across the  
school! 

Amiri   

 40 Dojos 



 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 

















 



What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  





Thomastown United 

Cricket Club  
 

Junior Players Wanted - Under 
10s and Under 12s.  

 

Get your kids active and have fun playing cricket. No experience necessary 
and newcomers welcome! Training for Junior teams is on a Monday evening 
and games will be held either Wednesday or Friday evenings (with a break 
over summer school holidays). For more information call Riley on 

0416382254. Free Registration for new players!  

 

 


