
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Phone: 9465 4317     

2023 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Tue 17  Oct School Council 6.30pm 

Fri 20 Oct Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Mon   23 Oct 
3.15— 4.35pm Monday Muster 
Informal students sharing their learning 

Mon 

30 Oct 
01 Nov 
08 Nov 
13 Nov 

 Prep, 1/2, 3/4  Swimming Program 

Fri 27 Oct Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 

Tue 31 Oct Prep 2023 Transition Session 1 

Fri 3 Nov Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Mon 6  Nov 
Students are expected to attend school 
the Monday before Melbourne Cup  Public 
Holiday.  

Tue 07  Nov Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

Wed 08 Nov TWPS Intra-school Transition session #1 

Thurs 09  Nov Prep Bundoora Farm Excursion 

Fri 10 Nov 
Working Bee  2.30pm– 5.00pm  
The Working Bee replaces the assembly 

Tues 14 Nov Prep 2024 Transition Session 2 

Tues 14 Nov TWPS Intra-school Transition session #2 

Fri 17 Nov Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Tues 21 Nov Prep 2024 Transition Session 3 

Fri 24 Nov 1/2  Dinner and Sleepover 

Fri 24 Nov TWPS Intra-school Transition session #3 

Fri 24 Nov Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 

Mon  27 Nov 

Monday Muster: 3pm—4:35pm 
CURIOSITY PROJECT CELEBRATION 
Parents/Carers are encourage to visit their 
child’s classroom to view their child’s 
work. 

Thur 30 Nov TWPS Intra-school Transition session #4 

Fri 01 Dec Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Thur 07 Dec TWPS Intra-school Transition session #5 

Fri 08 Dec Whole School Assembly 2.30pm 

Tue 12 Dec Year 6 2023: State Wide Transition Day 

Tue 12 Dec School Council  

Fri 15 Dec Team School Assembly 2.30pm 

Fri 15 Dec 
TWPS Intra-school Transition: 
Students meet their 2024 Teacher 

Fri 15 Dec 
Semester 2 Student Reports available to 
Parents and Carers via COMPASS  

Tue 19 Dec 
CURRICULUM DAY  
Students do not attend school. 

Wed 20 Dec 
Last Day of Term 4 
Whole School Assembly 12pm 
Students dismissed 1:15pm 

No.31  13th  October 2023 

From the Principal  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Members of our school community are affected by the 

devastating events in the Middle East. All of us are upset and 

disturbed by the awful events depicted in media footage and 

images. This time is particularly distressing for staff, students, 

families and carers who have family and friends in Israel and 

Gaza. We are also aware that students of diverse 

backgrounds, including Jewish and Muslim students, may be 

significantly affected by public events, mainstream media 

coverage and social media at this time. 
 

Please be assured that all staff are aware of the extreme 

emotional toll on many in our community at this time. But 

please also feel free to get in contact with any of the staff at 

our school if you would like to ensure we are aware of what 

your child is going through at this time. 
 

Our support staff will continue doing all they can to support 

all our students, and support is also available for our staff. I 

also want to assure you that the Department of Education is 

monitoring the situation from a school security perspective, 

and have advised there is no further action we need to take 

at this stage. 
 

It is possible that extremely distressing scenes from the 

conflict may be posted online in coming days. Please ensure 
your children are aware of where they can find support in the 

event they come across such images. At our school, this 

includes: 

➢ Your child’s classroom teacher or specialist teacher 

➢ Student Welfare Officer: Miss G 

➢ Mental Health Leader: Mrs Colakovski 

➢ Our NEW Wellbeing Worker: Miss Jeanette 

➢ Education Support Staff: Aides or Office Staff 

➢ Principal/AP: Mrs Young / Mr Crotti 
 

You may find some aspects of this resource helpful:  

Helping my children after trauma: A guide for parents: 

https://www.phoenixaustralia.org/wp-content/

uploads/2022/07/Helping-my-Children-after-Trauma-–-A-
Guide-for-Parents.pdf 

Support is also available through external services including: 

Headspace: 1800 650 890   Lifeline: 13 11 14 

Kids Helpline: 1800 551 800 
Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636. 
 

My door is always open and I am sure we will all look to 

support one another in this very difficult time. 
 

2024 Enrolments 

As we begin deciding on class structures it is imperative that 
we know of any changes to the enrolments. If you know of 

someone in our community considering enrolling at TWPS for 

2024, encourage them to let us know or to make an 
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appointment as soon as possible please. They could join us 

for a tour or collect an enrolment pack from the office. 

Parents can also access the online tour from our school 

website. 
 

If you are leaving our school and will not require a place at 

Thomastown West PS in 2024 can you please let the office 

know immediately?  
 

Have you returned your swimming notice? 
The Swimming in Schools program supports the delivery 

of quality swimming and water safety  education as part of 

the health and physical education in the Victorian 

Curriculum. The initiative provides funding to ensure all 

students have the opportunity to develop lifelong skills in 

water safety to reduce their risk of drowning and injury. 

 

The Swimming Program has been organised at the 
Thomastown Recreation and Aquatics Centre (TRAC) for all 

Grade Prep, 1/2 and 3/4 students in term 

4. Students do not need to know how to 

swim to attend the program. The 

swimming program consists of eight (8), 45 

min lessons conducted by qualified 

Austswim Teachers in small groups. 
Swimming times will be: 

Please carefully check the dates of swimming… students 

will be attending swimming mostly on Mondays but there 
are two dates that are Wednesdays. 
 

Thunderstorm asthma  
Grass pollen season, which runs from October to December 
each year, brings an increase in asthma and hay fever 

symptoms. It also increases the risk of thunderstorm 
asthma.  For people with asthma or hay fever, especially 

those who experience wheezing or coughing with their     

hayfever, thunderstorm asthma can be sudden, serious and 

even life threatening. 
 

Thomastown West Primary School will implement a range 

of measures to keep our school community safe when the 

risk of thunderstorm asthma increases.  
 

Many of our staff are trained in asthma first aid, and we will 
monitor the VicEmergency app to receive thunderstorm 

warnings, and, where appropriate, keep students indoors 

when weather forecasts identify greater level of risk.   
 

How you can prepare for this pollen season: 

During pollen season, there are some things you can do to 
prepare and protect yourself and your family: 

✓ If your child has ever had asthma: talk to your doctor 

about what you can do to help protect your child from 

the risk of thunderstorm asthma, including updating your 

asthma action plan. Taking an asthma preventer properly 

and regularly is key to preventing asthma, including 

thunderstorm asthma.  
✓ If your child has hay fever: see your pharmacist or doctor 

for a hay fever treatment plan and check if you should 

have an asthma reliever puffer. These are available from 

a pharmacy without a prescription. 
✓ If your child has hay fever and experiences wheezing and 

coughing: it is important to make sure they don’t also 

have asthma. Speak to your doctor about an asthma 

action plan.    
✓ Where possible, avoid being outside during 

thunderstorms from October to December, especially 

during the wind gusts that come before the storm. Go 

inside and close your doors and windows. If you have 

your air conditioning on, turn it to ‘recirculate’. 
Protect yourself this pollen season – effectively managing 
asthma and allergies matters! 

 

HATS 

All children must wear school sun hats 
during Term 4. Hats protects the face, neck 
and ears.  

At TWPS students wear a legionnaire style of 

hat. Hats can be  purchased from the office for $14. 
Please make sure that the hat is named!             

Remember... No hat, no play!  

Students not wearing an appropriate hat will be required 

to remain in the shade that is offered outside the Prep 
rooms, near Room 2 & 8, as well as the 3/4 shelter near 
Room 9 and 11.  

 

TRANSITIONING into  2024 
During the next fortnight, friendship request slips for 2024 

classes will be completed by children in their classroom as 
we begin the planning for next year. Friendship requests on 

these slips are not in order of importance, and we make 
every attempt to accommodate at least one of these 

requests. The teachers take both friendships and the 

learning environment into account when putting the classes 

together.  
We encourage you to start having a discussion with your 
child now, so when the children make their friendship list in 

class,  it is much easier to complete. Questions you might 
like to ask include: 

➢ Who helps you to learn in the classroom? 

➢ Who is the person you like to work with, because you 

achieve your best? 

➢ Who is a child who you know works really hard and 

when you sit beside them you do too? 

➢ Is there a friend on your list who you like to play with 

but would distract you from learning? 

➢ Who is someone you enjoy working with because you 

achieve success and get great results when you do? 

Grade Prep:      9.30-10.15am 

Grade 1/2 Half of Rm 5 and room 4:      10.15-11.00am 

Grade 1/2 Half of Rm 5 and room 6:      11.00-11.45am 

Grade 3/4 Rms 10 & 11:      11.45-12.30pm 

Grade 3/4 Rms 9 & 12:        12.30-1.15pm  



Parents may also have a request regarding students 

friendships. Before the 27th October, parent requests  

in relation to their child’s friendships, can be emailed to  

thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au , or you 
may write a letter to the Principal, please mark it 

confidential on the front of the envelope. Please note, 

we cannot accommodate requests about teachers. 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL GOAL: WEEK 3 
Every minute of learning counts! Next 

week our whole school goal is to  arrive 

on time, ready to learn at quarter to 

nine!   
We understand that there can be 

challenges when getting ready for school but there are 

an alarming number of students who arrive after the 

bell in the morning and missing valuable learning time.  

TWPS WORKING BEE 

Please note that the day and time for our school’s 

working bee has changed. We are hoping that parents 

and carers support our school by lending a hand before 
or after they pick up their children on Friday 10th 

November. Notices will be sent home next week with 

more information. Everyone who completes a task 

during the working bee will receive a FREE sausage in 

bread. 

 

Education is Powerful, Student Agency Matters, 
Teachers Make a  Difference &  Every Minute of 
Learning Counts!  
 

Sandi Young 

Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our chess champions Raphael and Rafid who received                     

medals from the Thomastown West Community Hub Chess Club                                                     

Term 3 chess tournament.  

Well done boys! 

 

 





What about Before School care? 
 

From Term 4, there will no longer be Before School Care at the Multi-Purpose Room.  

Instead, TWPS will offer a FREE Breakfast Club at our Community Hub from 7:45am. 

Thomastown West Primary School  will return to our traditional TWPS Breakfast Club but with a few  necessary  
changes! 
 

➢ Breakfast Club will open at 7:45am. 

➢ Breakfast Club is FREE. 

➢ Breakfast Club will operate from our Thomastown West Community Hub. 

➢ Students will enter Breakfast Club via the single Hub gate on Main Street. 

➢ From 7:45am - 8:15am parents or carers must drop their child at Breakfast Club and sign them in. 

➢ From 8:15am students may arrive at Breakfast Club in the Hub and sign in without their parents or carers. 

➢ Students are encouraged to bring a small toy or game to play. There are plenty of books to read at the Hub. 

➢ The Breakfast Club will close at 8:30am and the  single Hub gate on Main Street will be closed. 

➢ At 8:30am the double gates at the front entrance of our school will be opened for students to enter. 



 

from TERM 4 2023 

Since the beginning of Term 4 Thomastown West Primary School has  a NEW out 

of school hours care provider. In Term 4 we have warmly welcomed our fabulous 

NEW after school care provider:  

 

 

 

 
 

From Term 4 2024,  TheirCare will provide an after school care service for 

the Thomastown West School Community from 3:15pm - 6pm.   
 

Learn more at  www.theircare.com.au or call 1300  072 410 

https://theircare.com.au/












If children arrive after 8:15am 

they may sign themselves in to 

Breakfast Club without parents. 







Stars  of the Week 
Term 4- Week 2 

Divyata 2 For working hard and producing some great writing. 

Mohammad 3 For working hard to learn his numbers to 10.  

Jasmina 4 
For becoming a more fluent, expressive and engaged reader who is able to re-
call important facts and details, and explain the main idea. 

Emaan  5 
For striving to be best with her writing. Emaan was able to create reasons to support 
her opinion.  

Isabella  6 For making a great start to Term 4 and writing  a great retell of her weekend.  

Xaviar 9 
For striving to be his best and participating in class discussion and sharing his ideas in 
maths.  

Jerome  

 

Attila  

10 

Welcome back to Thomastown West PS  

 

For striving to be his best and completing his persuasive text in the allocated time.  

Alexander 11 For writing a great persuasive text remembering to include some great features to 
convince the reader.  

Charlotte  

 

 

Harraz  

12 

Welcome to TWPS Charlotte.  You have settled in well into Room 12 and striving to be 
your best in following our school values . 

 

For his outstanding contributions to class discussions and showing great respect when 
others are speaking.  

 Dion 15 For showing resilience in the face of a challenge! 

Victoria  16 
For coming to school everyday this week with a positive attitude ready to learn and 
making a conscious effort to come on time.  

Deen  17 For making a more concerted effort to complete his work in the allocated time.  

Krystal  18 
For demonstrating responsibility by completing her homework tasks with accuracy 
and attention to detail. Well done Krystal and keep up the fabulous work!! 

AJ   MUSIC: For outstanding memory recall and enthusiastically contributing to class-

room discussion about chords and harmony in Music class.  



Stars of the Week 
Term 4- Week 2 

 

 



Term 4 Week 2 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week   This Week Year 3/4 Last Week This Week 

Room 2 87% 78% Room 9 81% 86% 

Room 3 90% 86% Room 10 86% 92% 

Year 1/2 Last Week  This Week Room 11 77% 77% 

Room 4 86% 83% Room 12 70% 74% 

Room  5 76% 77% Year 5/6 Last Week   This Week 

Room 6 84% 85% Room 15 81% 85% 

   Room 16 78% 74% 

   Room 17 75% 82% 

      Room 18 81% 84% 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 
There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 

better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:



      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 

For Term 4 Week 2 is Room 10 

TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 
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Term 4 Week  2 

Congratulations to Room 6 with 135 Dojo Points  

You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points 

this week! 

Prep 
Ayushann 

4 Dojo points 

Grade 1/2 
Sineen 

12 Dojo points 

Grade 3/4 
Sam A & Dalat 

7  Dojo Points each 

Grade 5/6 
Victoria 

12 Dojo Points 

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
Sineen & Victoria 

12  Dojo points 

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

Multipurpose Room/ Basketball court 

TEAM ASSEMBLY 

In your child’s building 

Week 2  Friday 13th October Week 3  Friday  

Week 4  Friday   Week 5  Friday  

Week 6  Friday   Week 7  Friday  

Week 8  Friday  Week 9  Friday   

Week 10  Friday  Week 11  Friday  

Week 12  Wednesday 20th December 12:00pm (last day of  Term 4)  



All year 
round 

Thomastown West Primary School compulsory 
school uniform items are as follows: 

is navy blue. 

Items worn under the uniform (such as long sleeve t-shirts) should be blue, white or red.  



Permission notices for ‘The Hub’ activities were sent home 

today. Please check your child’s school bag.  



➢ Every Wednesday and Friday your child can order a lunch order. 

➢ Lunch orders can only be ordered via the School Connect App.  

➢ Cut off time is 8.30 am  
















