
2022 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Email: thomastown.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au Phone: 9465 4317     

their school hat, ready for Monday. School hats are available to 

purchased at our school office for $14.00 
 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 

Friendly reminder ☺ If you are one of the randomly selected       

parents who were invited to participate in the Parent Opinion 

Survey, please complete the survey before 16th September. 

Please be assured that your responses are confidential. The    

survey is conducted anonymously.  PLEASE NOTE: Only one    

parent from your family is invited to complete the survey (the 

link below should only be used once and should not be shared 

with anyone). 
 

R U OK? DAY 

On Wednesday 7th September, TWPS will participate in R U OK? 

DAY. Children are encouraged to wear yellow clothes or an     

accessory that is yellow. This special day reminds us that every 

day is the day to ask, ‘are you okay?’.  
 

ILLNESS 

It can be difficult for families to know when their child is sick 

enough to need to stay home from school. For safety’s sake, if 

your child seems unwell you should always keep them home 

from school and seek medical advice. 

Families can experience problems when trying to take 

time off to care for an ill child at home. However, it is 

important that parents focus not only on the                  

wellbeing of their own child, but also upon the            

wellbeing of other children and the staff. If you need to              

administer Panadol/Nurofen before school, then your child 

should not be at school. If your child has vomited or had  

diarrhoea, they must be completely well for 24 hours before 

returning to school. 
 

EVERY DAY OF LEARNING COUNTS 

And so does every hour… including Tuesday afternoons! Please 

avoid collecting your child/children early because it is  

convenient. We understand that the secondary school finishes 

earlier on a Tuesday, but this is not an acceptable reason for 

students to miss out on their learning. 
 

CURRICULUM DAY: NEXT WEEK 

On Thursday 8th September, staff at Thomastown West   

Primary School will be released from their scheduled duties to 

focus on the improved delivery of teaching and learning. This is a 

valuable professional practice day for staff and a student free 

day at school which was endorsed by School Council.              

GREAT NEWS! Our new out-of-school-hours care           

provider, KIDSCO will be operating at TWPS on our Curriculum  

Day for the ENTIRE SCHOOL DAY, as well as after school care!!! 

More details on page 2. 
 

 

 

 

Wishing all the fathers,  grandfathers, 

uncles, big brothers, close family 

friends, a very happy Father’s Day! We 

hope you get lots of hugs and kisses! 

Sandi Young 

Principal 

No.27  2nd September2022 
 

From  the Principal 
EDUCATION SUPPORT WEEK at TWPS 
Every day, Education Support Staff work to keep our schools            

running. At Thomastown West, our Education Support Staff are 

the lovely Suzi and Sakina in the Office, the caring Student      

Welfare Officer Gurleen and our wonderful Aides: Genella,                 

Carmen, Tamara, Chantelle, Kelly, Emily and Susan. Although 

their roles are quite diverse, all of our education support staff 

work very hard to: 

✓ maximise learning time for our students 

✓ support and optimise student wellbeing  

✓ sustain positive relationships with parents and carers 

✓ collaborate with others to support day-to-day operations  
 

On behalf of the TWPS Community, I would like to sincerely 

thank our Education Support Staff. We genuinely appreciate and 

value the contribution they make to our school, each and every 

day. This week, all of our  Education Support Staff are our extra     

special STARS OF THE WEEK!  

 

HATS ARE BACK! 

Spring is here and it’s that time of year when we ask students to 

wear their SunSmart hats from September to the end of April, as 

per our SunSmart Policy. During these months school hats are 

required as the UV rating increases. Please ensure students have 

Tue 6 Sep Athletics Divisional Finals  

Wed 7 Sep 
R U OK? DAY 
Students wear yellow to school. 

Thurs 8 Sep 
Curriculum Day: Confirmed  
Students do not attend school 

Fri 9 Sep 
Grade 1/2 excursion Toys & Forces  
Science Works excursion 

Tue 13  Sep 
Footy Day  
(Parade  will be 9am weather permitting) 

Wed 14 Sep Grade 3/4 Science Works excursion 

Thurs 15 Sep 

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 
ONSITE at TWPS! 
Students attend school, with their  
parents or carers, only at the time of 
their conference. 

Fri 16 Sep Last Day Term 3   1.15pm finish 

Mon  3 Oct First Day of Term 4   8:45am start 

Tue 18 Oct School Council 6:30pm at TWPS 

Mon 31 Oct 
REPORT WRITING DAY 
Students do not attend school 

Tue 1 Nov 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Students do not attend school 

mailto:homastown.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/SunSmart_Policy_2017.pdf


Forgotten your LOG IN details?  

 A TWPS Curriculum Day 
now 

TWPS Curriculum Day 

Secure your spot at KidsCo for the Curriculum Day next Thursday. 



 

 

Dress in yellow to get involved in RU OK? DAY 

 

7 









Stars of the Week 
Term 3- Week 8 

All of our wonderful 
Education Support Staff  

For their dedication and commitment to student learning and wellbeing 
and for always going above and beyond for us all at Thomastown West. 

Ibrahim  2  For  showing responsibility and taking ownership of his learning.  

Robbie     3  For being resilient and brave when things are challenging.  

Malak  5  
For striving to be her best as she was able to correctly sort facts and opinions under the 
right headings.  

Rukaya 6  
For always being respectful to her teachers and peers. You are a great Role model 
Rukaya.  

Desmond.B 19  For participating in daily classroom tasks and sharing his learning with the teacher.  

Leslie 20  
For staying focussed during maths groups and offering to assist others with their  
learning.  

Bilal 
 

Baraa 

 9  

For striving to be his best in writing this week and asking questions when he is unsure. 
Well Done! 
 
For demonstrating resilience and having a great attitude to learning.  

Abbie 

 

Marcus 

10  

For taking responsibility for her learning by starting promptly and staying focussed to 
complete tasks on time  
 

For showing resilience and working hard to get up to date with his information report 
about the sun.  

Destiny  11 For making valuable contributions during Guided Reading groups.  

Ian   12  
For taking responsibility for his learning by staying focused and completing his 
 information report about the sun.  

Yousef  15  For taking responsibility for his learning by completing all of  his homework tasks.  

Exayvion  17  
For seeking feedback and up levelling his writing to produce a quality information  
report  

Hassan  18 
For striving to do his best and demonstrating an excellent understanding of figurative 
language.  

Mary   PE: For her great leadership and team work during PE.  

Zack   ART: For striving to be his best during Art, really focusing on modelling with clay!  

Omran  STEM: Being his best during STEM class this week and working hard!  

Benjamin    Wellbeing: Being a caring friend, especially when his friends are having a hard time.  



Stars of the Week 
Term 3 - Week 8 



5/6 Girls Futsal  

Tournament 
 

On Friday 26th August a selected group of 5/6 girls represented TWPS at the Girls Futsal 

Round Robin tournament. The girls played incredibly well and  displayed the school  

values. 

Congratulations on coming runners up, you all played well and should be very proud of 

yourselves. Thank you to Mr Rosa for driving the girls and Mrs Peterson and Miss Gogia 

for assisting  with dropping off and picking up. 

 

 



Hello Everyone , 

   Parents & Carers 
How to Talk and Listen to your children #2 

 

 
Last week we looked at how and when to talk to your children. This week we are looking at 
helping your children Tell the Truth and encouraging them to Talk About School.  
 
 

Telling the Truth 
 
All children lie at times to get themselves out of trouble or to get their way, but telling lies can become a habit for 
some children. It is therefore vital for parents/carers to encourage their children to tell the truth. Here are some 
suggestions on how to do this: 
 
1.Be aware that your behaviour as a parent/carer may encourage lying. For example, you don’t need to ask, “Who 
broke the vase?” if the only one in the room was the child you are talking to. Instead, ask, “How did the vase 
break?” and talk about how your child can repair or replace it, such as doing chores to earn enough money to  
repair or replace it. 
 
2.If you suspect your child is lying, it’s best not to accuse them of being a liar as this will heighten their emotions 
and they will dig in with their lie. Instead, you might say, “I’d like to believe you, but it’s hard for me to believe you 
are telling the truth because no one else was in the room.” Then wait, giving your child a chance to straighten 
things out. You may have to wait a while. Sometimes, children will tell the truth in a private bedtime conversation. 
Sometimes it takes two or three days before children come clean.  
When your child does confess, thank them for telling the truth. Tell them you think they are brave for taking  
responsibility for their mistake. 
 
3.Some children are great storytellers. The problem for some parents/carers is helping children distinguish  
between truth and fiction. Some children will tell big lies for attention. You could set aside daily storytelling time if 
your child does this. During this time, encourage your child to invent tall tales, the wilder and more unbelievable, 
the better. You can also join in by sharing your own tales. 
This activity is fun for both the parent/carer and the child, and it helps your child learn the difference between fact 
and fiction and demonstrates there is a place for both. The time spent together will also address your child’s need 
for attention. 
 
4.Ensure all consequences are measured and constructive. Sometimes the fear of being punished will prevent a 
child from telling the truth. If, however, the consequence of admitting to making a mistake or doing something 
wrong is a calm conversation with their parent or carer, the result may be different. You can still explain why you’re 
disappointed in their behaviour and discuss what they should do next time, but not give them a reason to fear  
telling the truth.  
 

Talking About School 
1.Spend some time each day talking with your child about school. Since the answer to the question, “What did you 
do at school today?” is likely to be “Nothing,” try to ask specific questions, for example: 
 
A. What was one thing you enjoyed at school today? 
B. What was the hardest thing you did today? 
C. How did your maths test go? 
D. Who did you sit with in art? 
E. What was something new you learned? 
 

2. Experiment with times to see when your children are more likely to talk. Don’t force or guilt your child into 
having a conversation. Some children may want to tell you all about their day as soon as they see you after school, 



but others may want to chat just before bedtime. 
 

3. If you can’t get any information out of your child, ask their teacher or aide to send home a small list of activities 
your child enjoyed throughout the week, each Friday, so you have some conversation starters when they are calm 
over the weekend. Once your child gets used to talking about school, you won’t need the teacher's input  
anymore. 
 

4.Talk to your child about your day. You can show your child they are not alone by telling them about your day 
and what you enjoyed or found challenging. For example, if you work, tell them about problems you had to solve, 
people you had to work with (that you may not have wanted to work with), deadlines, jobs you were responsible 
for completing and new skills you learned. You can then ask your child to share similar experiences they may have 
had that day. For example, did they have any problems, did they do any group or teamwork, do they have any  
assignments due, or did they learn something new?   
 

5.If your child has homework, ask them to show you what they are learning at school at the moment and build a 
conversation around that topic. Ask them what they have learned already; you could even do some research  
together on the topic. 

 
 

Learning the art of really talking and listening to children is one of the most 
powerful ways parents/carers can show their love and help their  

children to be successful throughout their lives. 
 

Gita Peterson                                                         Gurleen Gogia 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator      &     Student Welfare Officer 

Term 3  Week 8 
Congratulations to Room 11 with 293 Dojo Points  
You are the class with the highest number of Dojo points this week! 

 
 

Prep 
Ibrahim Rm 2 
13 Dojo Points 

Grade 1/2 
Molly, Aryan & Suyana 

10 Dojo Points 

Grade 3/4 
Victoria 

24 Dojo Points 

Grade 5/6 
Dylan 

16 Dojo Points 

Most Dojo points Prep - 6 
Victoria 

24 Dojo Points 



Term 3  Week 8 Student Attendance Report  

As part of the Department of Education Every Day Counts initiative, schools report attendance in percentages.           
The Government regard 95% as the minimum satisfactory attendance  for a school student.   

The percentages in the table below indicates the average attendance for each class for this week.  

The shaded boxes  below indicate which classroom has the highest level of attendance for their year level.  

Prep Last Week This Week Year 3/4 Last Week  This Week 

Room 2 71% 79% Room 9 85% 83% 

Room 3 78% 84% Room 10 83% 92% 
Year 1/2 Last Week This Week Room 11 80% 80% 

Room 5 88% 85% Room 12 79% 83% 

Room  6 90% 81% Year 5/6 Last Week This Week 

Room 19 70% 66% Room 15 87% 79% 

Room 20 88% 80% Room 17 83% 85% 

      Room 18 80% 88% 

At TWPS we want every child to achieve their full potential and we know that parents share this goal. 

There is a clear link between good attendance and educational achievement.  If your child is not in 
school, on time, as often as possible they will be missing out on many important parts of their  

education.                       Why is regular attendance at school important?  

Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve 
better when they go to school all day, every school day...  

✓they learn better    ✓they make friends       ✓they are happier    ✓they have a brighter future  

If your child is sick, of course it is appropriate to keep your child at home but  

other ‘days off’ school add up to lost learning.  See below:  

Your child will find it very difficult to 
make progress. The school may take 

further action to support 
 improved attendance. 



TWPS CUP OF LIFE UPDATE 
Who will win the free bowling excursion at the end of the year?? 
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      Cup of Life 
Well done to all the boys and girls who are  

attending school every day.  

The room that had the BEST ATTENDANCE 

For Term 3 Week 8 is 

Room  10 















Permission notices were handed out to students today. 
Please return the signed notices to Mrs Young as soon as possible! 



Permission notices were handed out to  
students today. Please return the signed  
notices to Mrs Young as soon as possible! 





Thomastown West Primary School 

warmly welcomes our  NEW After School Care provider   

KidsCo. 



 Available on Wednesday & Fridays only  

*Online Orders ONLY No Cash payments accepted* 



 Last day for Lunch orders for Term 3 is Wednesday 7th September. 

Lunch orders will  resume in Term 4 on Wednesday 5th October. 













What does Parentline do: 

Qualified counsellors are available to: 

• talk about any issues to do with parenting and your relationships with your child 

• help you with ways to cope and be a positive parent 

• help with your family's wellbeing and resilience 

• connect you with services in your area. 

 

Your call 

• Parentline respects your privacy. Your call is confidential and anonymous. 

• Calls are not time limited and you can call back as often as you need. 

• Parentline’s qualified and experienced counsellors have social work or psychology backgrounds. You 

can ask for a male or female counsellor and ask to speak to the same counsellor if you call back again. 

• Parentline can assist non-English speaking parents and carers connect to a translating and inter-

preting service. 

• If you're hearing impaired, you can call Parentline using the National Relay Service. 

• Calls from a landline are charged at a local call rate. Mobile call rates will depend on your network 

provider. Check with your provider if you're unsure. 

We are happy to call you back to minimise the cost to you. If you choose a call back, we will ring back and 

you'll be placed at the front of the queue until you're connected with the next available counsellor. 

 

Some reasons to ring Parentline 

We can discuss a range of issues about parenting, including: 

• child behaviour and development 

• parent / carer child relationships 

• education 

• bullying 

• living with teenagers 

• family violence 

Parentline 
Parentline is a phone service for parents and carers of         

children from birth to 18 years old. We offer confidential and 
anonymous counselling and support on parenting issues.  










